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HISTORY OF BRITAIN. Book III. 



Harold 
marches 
from the 
north to 
Haftings 



A.D.1066. place he landed his troops, horfes, anns, and 
baggage of all kinds, without any oppofition ; and 
immediately ereded a fort, into which he put a 
garrifon for the protection of his fleet '• From 
Pevenfey he marched to Haftings j where he 
remained about fifteen days, fortifying his camp, 
coUe&ing provifions, refrefhing his men and 
horfes, and putting every thing in order for the 
profecution of his defign *. 

Harold was at York with his army, celebrat- 
ing the vi^ry which hcl had obtained over his 
brother TofU and the king of Norway, when he 
received the news of this formidable invafion. 
Roufed, but not intimidated, by this intelligence, 
iie put an end to his rejoicings, and began his 
march towards London \ When he arrived in 
that cajntal, he found his forces much diminifhed, 
by the lofs which he had fuftained in the battle 
of Stamford bridge^ and by a great defertion 
which had taken place among his troops, through 

difcontent at being deprived of their fhare of the 
booty gained in that battle* In thefe circum- 
ftances, he was advifed by his wifeft counfellors, 
and particularly by his brother Gurth, to remain 
at London till he had refrefhed and recruited his 
army^ or at leaft not to venture his own perfon 
with unequal forces \ But being flufted with 
his latfivi&ory, he rejeded thefe ^ife aixd friendly* 



* • W^ PiQavn. p4 ij^S, 1x^9. Orderlt; Vitol. |i. 500. * Idy ibiJ^ 
} ' Hen. Hunt. i. 7« p. s 1 1 » Hovifdcn. Annal. p« S57» 
4 drdcric. Vitel. p, 500^ 
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Ch.uji. CIVIL AND MILITARY. i 

admonitions ivith difdain, and hurried towards a.d.io66». 
Haftings; where he arrived Oftober 13, and 
pitched his camp near to that of the Normans K 

The two armies did not continue long in that Battle of 
pofition before they came to aftion. For early on 
the morning of the 14th of Oftober, A.D. 1066, 
William duke of Normandy, and Harold king 
of England, led their forces into the field, and 
drew them up in order of battle, to determine 
their important quarrel by the fword. The 
Englifli, who were all on foot, armed with fwords, . 
fpears, and battle-axes, were formed into one 
deep and compad body ; in the centre of which, 
on a rifing ground, the king, with his two bro- 
thers Gurth and Leofwin, placed themfelves, 
near to the royal ftandard. The Norman in- 
fantry were drawn up in two lines, the firft com- 
pofed of al'chers and {lingers, and the fecond of 
the heavy-ariAed troops ; the cavalry, com- 
manded by the duke in perfon, being ffadoned 
in the rear, and on the* two wings ^ No fooner 
was the fignal of' battle given by the found of all 
the iiiftruments of martial mufic, than the Nor- 
mans advanced, finging the famous fong of' KbI- 
land, and began the aStion by difcharging a pro- 
digious flight of arrows upon the Engli(h% By 
degrees the two' armies approached nearer and 

' * * X 

5 W. Malmf. 1.3, p. 57. Orderic. Vital, p. 50a, 

• W. Piaayim p. aoi, ^Math» Parit , p# 3t. . 

^ W.Malnfif/l.S. pi 57. Gefta Willidmi Ducif, p.»Of< HtQA 
Kant, p. » IS, ^ 

B 9 liesurer^ 



HISTORY OF BRITAIN. Book III. 

A^io66. nearer, and the battle raged with uncommon 
fury on both fides, from morning till towards 
evening. The duke- of Normandy^ who had 
fought bravely, and had three horfes killed under 
him, obferving that his troops began to relax in 
their efforts, and to defpair of breaking the ranks 
of their enemies, had recourfe to a ftratagem, 
which was crowned with fuccefs. He gave 
orders to his forces to retire a little, as if they 
had been on the point of flying ; which the Eng- 
lifli iniftaking for a real flight, broke their ranks, 
in order to purfue them, and complete their ruin. 
The Normans, at^a certain fignal, faced about, 
and made a' furious aflault on thdr purfuers, who 
were now fcatttered in many fmall parties. From 
this time the battle was changed into many fldir- 
miflies in different parts, with various fuccefs, 
tiir about funfet ; when king Harold was killed 
by an arrow, which entering his eye, penetrated 
his brain ; his two brothers were alfo flain, and 
the royal ftandard taken: upon which the £ng- 
lifh fled on all fides, and were purfued with great 
llaughter, till the darknefs of the night put an 
end to the purfuit ^ In this battle, the moft 
important in its confequences of any that ever 
was fought in this ifland, no fewer than fifteen 
thoufand Normans fell on one fide : and on the. 
other much greater numbers were flain ; amongft 

* Hen. Hunt. p. an. W. Piftavin. p. %o%. R. Hoveden^ p. S57U 
Math. Pwi»> p. 3, Orderic. Vital, p. 501. 
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' f 

whom were the king, his two brothers^ and the A.D.xo66. 
flower of the EngUfli nobility ^ 

As the duke of Normandy had difplayed much ^^^^p ^ 
conduft and valour in the battle of IJaftings, he liam after 
difcovered great prudence and humanity after the ^y^* 
vidtor)^, — ^by returning folemn thinks to God on 
the field for the fuccefs of his arms, — ^by per.- 
mitting th^ Englifli to bury their ^ead in perfeft 
tranquillity, — ^by difmiffing with ^nominy one of 
his foldiers for mangling the body of Harold, and 
—by fending the corpfe of that prince to his mothei: 
Githa, without accepting the offered ranfora '**f 

It is eafier to imagine than defcribe the con- Remains 
ftemation of the Englifli, after the battle of Hafl:- Englifli 
ings. Many of the fugitives, and amongft others army retire 
the two powerful earls . Edwin and Morcar, with 
their remaining followers, made hafl:e to London, 
which became a fcene of inexpreflible terror and 
confufion. Here frequent councils were held by 
Aldred archbifhop of York, th^ two earls abovQ 
mentioned, aftd the other nobility; who at 
length refolved to raife Edgar Atheliag, the un- 
doubted heir of the Saxon royal family, to the 
throne ; to colled: an army, and make a ftand ii) 
defence* of their country, againft the viftorious 
invaders ". But it required more time, than they 
were allowed to bring thefe defigns to -maturity, 
and carry them into execution. 

• W. Gemiticin. c. 36. 
' "• W, Malmf. 1. 3. p. 58. Heiu Knyhton, col. 234s. 

^' W, Piaavin. p/ioj. Oiceto, col. 480. J. Brompt. Chron. 
<plf 96 1 • Hen. Knybt* col. 1343. R. Hovcdeni fol* 257. co). «• 

B3 Tht 



6 HISTORY OF BRITAIN. Book III. 

A.p. iog6. The dukie of Normandy having buried his 
William dead, and refrefhed his army by a few days reft, 
marchcito began his march towards London; anid in his 
way chaflifed the inhabitants of Romney, who 
had killed fome of his men, got poffeffion of the 
town and caftle of Dover by furrender, and re* 
ceived the fubmiflions of the Kentifh men". 
His progrefs was a little retarded by thefe opera-^ 
tions, and by a dyfentery among his troops, 
which obliged him to remain about a week at 
Dover, employing fuch of his forces as were in 
perfeft health in repairing and ftrengthening the 
fortifications of that place. At length he refumed 
his march, and approached the capital ; which at 
firll fhut its gates, and made fome fhew of refift- 
ance. But a large body of citizens, who made a 
fally, having been repulfed with {laughter by a 
party of Norman cavalry, the whole city was 
thrown into coiifufion ; thofe who had loft their 
friends breaking out into the moft clamorous 
lamentations *\ This confufion of the people 
ihut up in London, was foon after much increafed 
by their beholding the flames of Soufhwark, 
which w^s fet on fire and redciced to aihes by the 
iSformans"^. In a word, the conftern^on was 
io great and univerfal, that Edwin and Morcar, 
the earls of Mercia and Northumberland, per- 
ceivihg that no effedual refiftance could be made. 



«» W. Pi^lavin. p. io5» »3 Orderic. Vital, p. 50 j, 

V Id. ibid. 

retired 
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redred with precipitation, and marched off with A.O.io^«. 
their numerous followers into the north. 

Soon after this, the viftorious invader having London 
paffed the Thames at Wallingford with his army, ^"^^f ^^ 
approached the city on that fide which was not liam. 
defended by the river. This greatly increafed 
the terror of the cidjzens, . and haftened their 
refolution to furrender. Stigand archibifliop of 
Canterbury, Aldred arehbifhop of York, and* 
two other bifliops, five of the prmcipal ddzens 
of London, feveral noblemen, and even Edgar 
Atheling himfdf, went out to meet the con- 
queror, and made their fubmiffions to him at 
Berkhamftead '*. The example of fo many illuf- 
trious perfons was foon followed by almofl: all 
the furviving nobility of England, who joined 
with them in making William an offer of the 
vacant throne; which, after fome affeded ex* 
cufes, at the earneft intreaty of his Norman 
counfellors, he accepted "*. 

William did not immediately enter London, wiiHam 
though its gates were thrown open, and all the prepan- 
hoftages delivered which he had demanded; but ^ITwol 
fent a part of his army to take poffeflion of it, to »a«30B» 
ered: a fordficadon in it, and to make the necef« 
fary preparations for his coronadon, which he 
appointed to be in Weftminfter abbey, on 
Chriftmas day following; In the mean time, to 
ihew how much his mind was at eafe, and his 
affairs in a fettled ftat^, he amufed hipifelf with 

»» R, HorcdcD. Aomri. p.t5«." «* W;Pi{iaTin. p.»os. 

©4 tht 
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A.D.I066* the div^rfions of hunting and hawking in the 

neighbourhood '^ 
William i« £ariy on the morning of Chriftmas day, A, D« 
wowftcd, ,^66^ duke William, attended by the chief no^ 
bility of England and Normandy, repaired to 
Weftminfter abbey, where he was crowned king 
of England with all the ufiial ceremonies,, by 
Aldred arcbbi(hop of York, affifted by.Goisfred 
bilhop of Conftance. The former of thefe pre- 
lates, who was famous for his eloquence, made 
an oration to the Englifli in their own language, 
and concluded with afking them, if they chofe 
William for their king, and confented to hi? 
coronation ; to which they fignified their affent 
by the loudeft acclamations. The bifliop of 
Conftance. alked the fame queftion. of the Nor- 
mans in their language, and received the fame 
anfwer in the fame manner. The archbifliop 
then adminifter^d the oath to William that had' 
been adminiftered to the Anglo-Saxon kings at 
their coronation, feated him in the throne, and 
placed the crown on his head, amidft the loud 
, and repeated acclamations of the whole alTembly '^ 
_ . Thefe acclamations were produdive of very 

thecoro- fatal confequenccs. . For the Norman guards 
nation. flationed without the abbey, hearing fuch vehement 
reiterated fhouts in a language which they did not 
under ftand, began to apprehend that the Engliflx 

»' W.PiAavin* p. aoj. 

»' W. Piftavin. p. 206. Orderic, Vital, p. 5di«503« T. Stubhs, 
col. 170}. K. Hoveden, fol. t$^t W« Newbregin, 1* i» c, i« 
p. !• 

were 
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were offering violence to their prince, and in a A.D.io^s, 
fudden tranfport of rage fet fire to the neighbour* '^ '^"^ 
ing houfes, which, being of wood, burnt with 
great violence.. This occafioned a prodigious 
alarm and uproar within the abbey ; men and 
women rufhing out with impetuofity to fave their 
fives, which they imagined to be in datnger. In 
a word, the tumult both within and without the 
abbey was fo great, . that it (truck terror into the 
new monarch, and was not appeafed without 
much difficulty. This incident, however cafual, 
incresded the jealoufy and ahimofit]^ of the two . 
nations, and was confidered^ in that fuperfti- 
tiDus age, as an omen of a turbulent unhappy 
reign "^. 

William, after his coronation, applied with A.D,io(>y. 
great adivity to regulate the. affairs of his king- ^f^j^g' 
dom, endeavouring to gain the affeftions of the wiiiiam> 
Englifli, as well as to gratify the expedations of 
the Normans. Being flill a little fufpicious of 
the people of London, he left that city, as the 
fortifications which he had direfted to be raifed 
for his fecurity were not yet finiflied, and retired 
to Bering in Effex. At this place the two great 
learls Edwin and Morcar, earl Coxo, Ederic, 
fumamed the Eorejier^ and feveral other Englifh 
noblemen, waited upon him, made their . fub- 
miflions, and were moil gracioufly received, and 
confirmed in the poffeflion of all their honours 
^d eftates. From Berking he made a progrels 

'9 Orderic. Vital, p. 503. 
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A*^to6y> into feveral parts of the kingdom, recdving the 
homage of his new fubjefts, and behaving to all 
who fubmitted to his authority with the moft 
engaging affability. In this progrefs he was at 
great pains to reftrain his Norman .attendants 
from doing any injuries, or offering any infults to 
his Englifh fubjeds^. By thefe popular and 
prudent meafures the public tranquillity was 
every where reftored, and nothing appeared but 
the moft perfeft fubmiflion to the new govern* 
ment. That he might have it in his power to 
gratify the ^xpeftions of his Norman followers^ 
he feized all the lands and treafures of HaroI4 
and his brothers, which were very great, and 
confifcated the eftates of all the Englifh nobles 
who had fallen fighting againft him in the battle 
of Haftings. He received alfo very confidefabl^ 
fums of money from his .wealthy Englifh fubjefts^ 
as prefents, on his accefEon, given with a view 
to fecure his favour. By thefe means he was 
enabled to beflow honours and eftates upon his 
chief followers, and money upon others. Be- 
lides this, to diffufe the fame of his riches, 
piety, and munificence, he fent very valuable 
prefents to the Pope, who had favoured his 
enterprife, and to many churches on the conti- 
nent, wherein prayers had been put up for his 
fuccefs. Still further to fecure the obedience of 
the Englifh, of whofe attachment he yet enter- 
tained fome doubts, he commanded ftrong 

ao w. Piflavin, p. ioS« 
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caftles to be built near the chief cities, stfid in A-Dio6r, 
other convenient places, to be garrifoned by his 
trufty Normans, on whofe fidelity he could de- 
pend *'• 

By thefe and the like precautions, in le& than KingWi^ 
three months after his coronation, William be- |»^"^«*- 

' ^ ^ turns to 

Jield fuch an appearance of order, tranquillity, Normaa- 
and obedience to his authority, in all parts of ^* 
England, that he. imagined he might now with 
fafety vifit his native country and his family j to 
dazzle their eyes with his magnificence, and 
receive their congratulations on the fuccefs of 
his expedition* Having therefore appointed his 
uterine brother Odo bifhop of Bayeux, and his 
great favourite William Fitz-Ofbern, regents of 
England, towards the end of March A, D. 1067, 
he embarked at Pevenfey in Suffex (where he 
had landed about fix months before), and foon 
after arrived in Normandy, with a gallant fleet, 
and a fplendid train of the nobility of England, 
as well as of his ancient fubje£ts. For befides 
the precautions already mentioned, which he 
had taken for preferving the peace of his new 
dominions in his abfence, he very prudently 
carried with him to the continent, Edgar Athe- 
^gj Stigand archbifliop of Canterbury, the 
earls Edwin and Morcar, and all the other Eng- 
lifli noblemen, whofe fidelity he fufpefted, or 
who were formidable for their wealth and power, 
imder a pretence of doing them honour, but in 

f^ W. Piaayin. p. ao8. 
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A-i>-io67- reality to keep them as hoftages for the peaceable 
^''^^^*~ behaviour of their dependents". As an impa- 
tient vanity, unworthy of his charafter, feems 
to have prompted William to this too hafty 
. voyage, which proved the fource of much dif- 
quiet to bimfdf, and of many calamities to his 
fubjefts ; fo he made an oftentatious difplay of the 
riches and grandeur he had acquired in England, 
to excite the admiration of his own people, and 
of the nobles and princes who came from all the 
neighbouring countries to vifit . his court, and 
pay their compliments of congratulation.' The 
quantity and exquifite workmanftrip of his gold 
and filver plate, the fplendid drefs of his guards, 
and the magnificence of his Englifh nobles, cx^ 
ceeded eveiy thing that had been feen in thofe 
parts, and filled all fpedtators with admira- 
tion**, 
inforrec- While William Was thus fpending his time in 
the"Eng- ^ ^^^ ^^ triumphant progrefs through the towns 
li^* and cities of Normandy, bufinefs of a different 

kind was preparing for him in . England. Many 
of the Norman captains, unawed by the pre- 
fence of their fovereign, abufed their power, and 
loaded the unhappy Englifli with injuries and in- 
dignities ; which that " people, ftill mindful of 
their former free and happy (late, bore wit^ 
much impatience. This foon produced murmurs 
and complaints ; which being difregarded by the 
regents, broke out into open revolts in fevefal 

»» W. Piftavin, p. 209. »J Id. p.»ii. 
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places. The Kentifli-inen, in conjunftion with' A. 0.1067, 
Euftace earl of Bologne, who was then at ,va- '^'~'"*~^- 
riance with William, made- an, unfuccefsful at- 
tempt on the town and caftle of Dover ^, Edric 
the Forefter, with the affiftance of two Welfli 
princes, defended himfelf againft the infults of 
the Norman captains fettled in Herefordfhire, 
repelling force by force *^ Cqxo, a powerful 
Englifli earl, was put to death by his own peo- 
ple, becaufe he obftinately perfified in his fub« 
mlffion to the new government, and refufed to 
head them in an infurreflion ^. In a word, the 
Englifli in all parts of the kingdom were ripe 
for a revolt ; and there wanted not fome fecret 
confultations about a general mailacre of the 
Normans*'. 

William, having received information of the Kingwa- 
difcbntents which prevailed in England, became Jlf^s^to 
fcnfible of the neceffity of his immediate pre- EngiawJ,, 
fence in that kingdom; and, appointii^ hii 
queen Matilda, and hi& eldeft fon Robert, re^ 
gents of Normandy, he failed from Dieppe on 
the 6th of December, and on the 7th landed at 
Winchelfca, from whence he proceeded tx> Lon- 
don, where he kept his Chriftmas *". Here he 
was suttended by many of the Englifh prelates 
and nobles ; who ' met with a more favourable re« 
ceptioh than they expeded^ and evi^n obtained 

*♦ Orderic, Vital* p. 508, »s Hoveden*. Anna!, p. »^«. 

*« Orderic. Vital, p. 509. *7 Ge^iiticiiv Ct %%* 

»• Orderic. Vital, p. |oj. 

redreft 



.1 



!♦ HISTORY OF BRITAIN. Book IIL 

A.D.1067. fedrefs of fomc of thofe injuries vhich had been 
^~-~*—' done to them by the Normans. This produced 
an appearance of tranquillity, vhich was neither 
very folid nor very lading *^ 
AJ>.io6S. The unfeafonable expenfive voyage to Nor- 
Revolts mandy had not only given occafion to the infur- 
fuppreffed. ^eftions already mentioned, but it had alfo ex- 
faaufted the royal trcafury fo much, that Wil- 
liam, foon after his return to England, found 
himfelf under the neceffity of reviving the odious 
tax of Danegelt. This revived the difcontents 
of the Engliih, and occafioned frelh troubles. 
The people of Exeter, at the inftigation of Gi- 
tha, the mother of king Harold, who refided in 
that city, broke out into open rebellion, repaired 
their walls, increafed their garrifon, laid in pro- 
vifions, and made every poffible prepa^tion for 
a vigorous refiftance, foliating all the neigh- 
bouring country to join in their fevolt. The 
king immediately marched into thofe parts at the 
head of' his army, and after a fiege of eighteen 
days, obliged them to implore his clemency 
and fubihit to his authority^ Githa having in the 
mean time made her efcape into Flanders with all 
her treafures ^. After the redu£)ion of Exeter, 
WilUam marched into Cornwall; and having 
fuppreffed certain conunotions which hkd been 
raifed in that country^ returned to Winchefter, 
where he celebrated the feaft of Eafter. His 

*9 Orderic. Vliaf. p. 509. 

10 Id. p. 5XO« Chron, Saxon p. I06S, 
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royal confort Matilda arrived in England ^bout A,D.io6«^ 
this time, and was crowned at Weftminfter on '^'^■~'*~^- 
Whitfunday by Aldred archbifhop of York; 
and before the end of the year fhe was delivered 
of her fourth fon, who was named Henry ^\ 

At this time William feemed to be completely Revolt of 
happy, both in his family and government. But ^n*and' 
this happinefs . was of Ihort duration j and he Morcar. 
foon found himfelf involved in new toils and 
dangers. The two brothers, Edwin and Mor- 
tar, were by far the moft powerful of all the 
£ligUih nobility who furvived the battle of 
Haftings, having about a third part of England 
under their own authority and that of their 
friends* Befides this, they were amiable in their 
perfons and manners, beloved by their depend- 
ents, the favourites of the clergy, and the idols 
of the common people ^\ The late king Ha- 
rold had been their brother-in-law, and the 
reigning prince of Wales was their nephew* 
The artful Norman was not ignorant of any of 
thefe circumftances* and well knew what dan- 
gerous enemies they might have been to a new- 
eftablifhed government, and had therefore courted 
them widi great attention; and, in particular^ 
had {^omifed Edwin his daughter in marriage, 
l^ut when that young . nobleman claimed the ac- 
complifhment of this promxfe, he met with a. 
4enial: at v/bich he was fo much enraged, that 

SI 'J, Brompt* col. 9Cs. 
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AJy.toCS. he retired with his brother mto the north, where 
they encouraged the difafFeftion of their fol- 
lowers, entered into negociations with the kings 
of Scotland and Denmark, and the princes of 
Wales, formed a plan for attacking the king 
and his * Normans, by ftrong armies in feveral 
places at the fame time. 
William William, fenfible that his fafety depended upon 

Slarre^olt ^^^ Celerity, flew into the north with an army, 
and difconcerted the defigns of his enemies be- 
fore they could bring them to maturity. The 
two brothers, with Archil a potent nobleman in 
thofe parts, finding their fchemes blafted, threw . 
themfelves on the king's mercy, and obtained a 
feeming but not a fincere forgivenefs. The peo- 
ple of York, who had engaged keenly in this 
oonfpiracy, finding it dilbovered, endeavoured 
to make their peace, by giving hoftages, and 
fending the keys of their city to William ; who 
diftrufting their fidelity, built a caftle in their 
city, in which he placed a Norman garrifon. 
For the further fecurity of his government he 
built calUes at Warwick, Nottingham, Lincoln, 
Huntington, and Cambridge. Malcolm, king 
of Scotland, feeing the confederacy diffolved, 
made his peace with William; who having thus 
diflipated this threatening ftorm by his activity, 
returned trimnphant into the fouth ". 
Engrifh By. this time a great part of the property of 

nobility ^England was, by numerous confifcations, tran& 

abandon *^ ' ' " " ' .• 

their 3j Simeon Dunelixi, col* aioj. R, Dketo,' colj 43a. i Orderic, 

country. yit^l. p. 511. 
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icrred to the Normans, who alfo ihgrbffed the'AJ^^i©^ 
iavour of the fovereign, aiid all places of po^er "^ 

zad profit; The far greateft part bf the aacieut 
Englidi noble families Were extinguifhed or re- 
duced to poverty; and thofe who remained, fi^vr 
themfelves defpifed^ dillrufted, and in dailjt 
danger 6f ruin from the fufpjcioAa of the Con* 
queror, and the rapacity of his Norman fa^ 
VouriteSi Many of them tKerefott retired m%A 
foreign countries to avoid the dangers with which 
they were- fiirrounded, and to referve themfelves 
for better tim^< In particular, Edgar Atheling, 
his two lifters Margaret and Chriftina, with earl 
Cofpatric, arid feveral dther lijoblemen, retired 
, into iScotland \ where they met with a moft gi-ar 
cious reception from king Malcolm; who mar* 
Hed th^ princefs Margaret, and beftowed iaod$ 
bn her noble attendants i from vh6m fevend 
great families in that kingdona deriire their dft- 
fcent^*. 

Though the retreat of fo many noble peribm A3.iQ6^ 
weakened the Englifli intereft, and enriched th^ Two font 
Hormans with their fpoils^ it did not fecure the Harold iiw^ 
tranquillity of the kingdom, wbich^ A. D. 1069, u^^nt 
Ivas a fcenc of great confufion. Two fonts of the ^j^^^^- 
ktt^ king Harold, who bad left England after the 
unfortunate battle of Haftings^ and taken fhdte^ 
in the tourt of Dermot king of Ireland, having, 
with the afliftande of that prince, and other 

3* M« Pacis, p. 4. Anna]. WaverUeD. Aa« to68» Cbfom Saxony 
p* 174* K. HovedcD* AnnaU «59« col. a« 
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AD 1069. 'friends, collefted a fmall army, and a fleet of 
fixty-fix fhips, refolved to make an. attempt to 
Retrieve the ruined fortunes of their family. 
About the beginning of this year they landed 
with their troops on the coaft of Devonlhire } 
but were fuddenly attacked by a party of Nor- 
mans under the coiftmand of Briaux, a fon of 
the earl of Brittany, who defeated them twice 
in one day, killed feventeen hundred of their 
men, and obliged the two unhappy adventurers 
to flee to their ihips, and return into Ireland ". 
ThcEng- , There were rifings of the Fnglilh about the 
ilftcd by fsmie timt in the counties of Cornwall, Dorfet, 
IndDancs S^merfet, Salop, and the ifle of Ely3^ But 
revolt. the moft formidable commotions were in the 
. north, where every thing fcemed to confpire to 
the extirpation, of the Normans. Robert Cum* 
min governor of Durham was killed in an infur- 
Teftion, with about feven hundred of his fol- 
lowers, on the 29th of January ^\ A few days 
after, the people of York furprifed and killed 
Robert Fitz- Richard their governor, with many 
©f his men, and befieged the caftle, which had 
been built to keep them in fubjedkion. During 
the continuance of this fiege, a Danifli fleet 
of three hundred fliips, commanded by Olberne, 
brother to Sweyn king of Denmark, arrived in 
,the Humber, and landed an army, which, after 

iS Ordcric. Vital, p. 513. W. Gemiticeiii c. a-^* 
3^ Oideric. Vital, p. 514. 

37 R. Hoveden, p. %^^^ Simeon Dunelrti. col. 34; ijSv J. Brompt. 
col. 969, 
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plundering the country, joined the Englifli at A.D.io«9- 
the fiege of York caftle, who were alfo joined 
about the fame time by Edgar Atheljng, Cof- 
patric, Waltheof, Merlefwain, and other exiles 
from Scotland, with a party of Northumbrians. 
Many of the Normans in thofe parts had taken 
Ihelter in the caftle of York, which they de- 
fended with great bravery, in hopes of being ' 
relieved by William, to whom they had fent an 
'account of their danger. On the 19th of Sep- 
tember they made a fally, and fet fire to the 
houfes neareft the caftle ; and the flames fpread- 
ing, burnt the cathedral and the greateft part of 
the city. The befiegers, enraged at this beyond 
meafure, amidft the confufion occafioned by the 
fire, took the caftle by affault, and put the whole 
garrifon, confifting of three thoufand men, to 
the fword, except the governor, William Malet, 
with his wife and two children^ whofe lives they 
fpared. After this exploit the 'Danes returned to 
their fliips loacded with booty, and the Northum- 
brians retired' to their own homes ^% 

When William, who had been employed in wiiiiam 
fupprefling the infurredkions in the fouth, ;*eceived y^^^'^ 
intelligence of thefe tranfadions in the north, he 
was inflamed with the moft violent rage, and 
fwore that he would lay that whole country defo- 
late, and extirpate its. inhabitants. To execute 
this threatened vengeance, he marched his army 
aorthwardj and that he might not have two 

3' Simeon Dundm* col* 19S. J« Brompt. col. 96^. 
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A.D.fo«9. enemies to contend with at the fame time, he eiw 
tered into a private negotiation with Ofbeme, the 
commander of the Danifli army, and prevaikct 
trpon him by a fum of money, and permiffion 
to plunder the fea-coafls, to return with his fieet 
and army into Denmark in the fpring. The 
king then inverted York with his army, and hav- 
ing taken it, and received Waltheof its governor 
into favour, he fpent his Chriftmas in that city 
with the ufual folemnities '^ 
A.D.1070. In the beginning of the year 1070, Williani: 
Defoiates marched northward with his army, deftroying and 
5^Eng!** burning the whole couatry as he advanced, and 
hod. putting all the inhabitants to the fword without 
mercy. In this cruel and deftruftive manner he 
proceeded as &r as Hexham, marking his way 
with blood and defolatiori. Many of the wretched 
inhabitants, who efeaped the fword by flying to 
the woods and mountains, perifhed by famine; 
in fo much that no fewer than one hundred thou* 
fand men, women, and children, are faid to have 
been cut off by thcfe two cruel enemies of man- 
kind (fword and famine), in the fpace of a few 
months. In a word, William executed his threat- 
ened vengeance with fuch unrelenting feverity^ 
that the whole country between York and Dur* 
ham was converted into a dreary defert, without 
houfes and without inhabitants, and remained in 
that condition about nine years ^, Edgar Athew 

s^ Orderie. Vital, p. 515. ChriMi* SaxoHrft tj^ R^ Hoyedcii^ 
foL %$%• col. a. 
^ R. Hovcdcot p. %i%^t^ %, 
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ling and his attendants feeing all loft, and drea4- A^Pio7?* 
ing to fall ,into the hands of the enraged Con^ 
queror, efcaped into Scotland by fea ; only CoC- 
patric threw himfelf on the king's mercy, ob-« 
Cained his pardon, and for a fum c^ money wai 
conftituted earl of Northumberland's From 
thi3 period, William feeras to have been quit? 
alienated from his Engli(h fubjed$, 9>nd to have 
refolved to deprefs and ruin them, that they 
might not be able to difturb his government. 

Malcolm king of Scotland, fo nearly con- MalcoUn 
fieded with Edgar Atheling, intended to fup* Scotland 
port his caufe, and affift the Infurgents j but was J5^*th",n. 
too dilatory in his motions^ At length, however, berUnd, 
he marched out of Cumberland^ which was then 
under his dominion, into Northumberland, which 
he plundered with great feverityj and then re# 
turned into his own kingdom with much booty, 
and fo great a number of prifoner^, that (if we 
may believe an ancient Englifli hiftorian) there 
was hardly a village, or even a houfe in Scotland^ 
in whic:h you might not meet with an Englifli Have 
or flaves '^. 

The two brothers, Edwin and Morcar, who A. d. 1071, 
had remained quiet during all the violent com- Edwin and 
motions of the preceding year, now difcovered, revolt, and 
very unfeafonably, their fear or their difafFeSion *[.gfl^^" 
by flying from the court. Morcar took ftielter 
in the iile of Ely, where either by force or fraud 
he w^ taken, and thrown into prifon, Edwin 
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A-D.107J. attempting to make his efcape into Scotland, the 
' common afylum of the affliaed Englifh of thofe 
times, was betrayed by three brothers hii moft 
familiar friends, into the hands of the Normans, 
and after a brave defence, was killed with about 
twenty of his attendants. As this amiable, but 
unfortunate young nobleman, had been much 
beloved, he was greatly lamented, cfpecially by 
his countrymen the Englifh ; and even the un- 
relenting William, who had been long inured to 
blood and flaughter, could not refrain from tears 
>vhen he beheld his head prefentcd to him by 
the traitors, in hopes of a reward ; inftead of 
which he condemned them to perpetual fexile^^ 
After the death of Edwin, and imprifonment of 
Morcar, all their great eftates were confifcated, 
and either vefted in the crown or granted to the 
Normans '^. Still further to gratify hrs own ava-r 
rice, and that of his follo\yers, having received 
intelligence that many of the wretched Englifh 
had concealed their money and plate in monafle- 
• ries, he commanded them to be ftridly fearched, 

and thefe effefts to be feized and confifcated 
wherever they could be found ^^. 
A.D.107*. As Malcolm, king of Scotland, had given a 
William's kind recepti6n to all the Englifh exiles, and was 
hKo%cot" ^^^^ ready to affift them in their attempts againft 
land, th« Norman governnient, William^ having now 

43 Ordcric Vital, p. 521. J. Brompt. col. 9<>9. Chron. Saxon. 
p. iSx. 
4^ Oirfcric, Vita!, p, 5*2. ^5 Aia.nal. Waverlicn; p. x^o. 
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fupprefled all the infurredions in England, re- A.D.iot** 
folved on an expedition into Scotland. In con- 
fequence of this refolution he conducked an army 
into that country, where he was met by Mal- 
colm at the head of an army of equal ftrength. 
After the two armies had faced each other feveral 
days, a negociJttion was £et ~ on foot, which ter- 
minated in a peace, by which Malcolm agreed 
-to do homage to William for his lands in Eng* 
land, and William agreed to receive Edgar Athe* 
ling again into favour, . and grant him an ho- 
nourable eftablifliment ^*. On his return from 
Scotland, William deprived Cofpatric of the 
earldom of Northumberland, and bellowed it 
upon Waltheof, who was now become a great 
favourite^ and to whom he had given his own 
niece Judith in marriage "*'. 

By this peace with Scotland, and the reduo- A:D.io73. 
tion of England to a ftate of tranquillity, Wil- wiiiiam 
ham was now at liberty to make a lecond voyage mandy.' 
to the continent, to fupprefs a revolt in the 
county of Maine, fomented by Fulk earl of 
Aljou, who had fome' pretenfions to that county. 
Willing to allow the Normans fettled in Eng- 
land to enjoy fome repofe after fo many toils 
and dangers, he compofed the, army which he 
carried with him chiefly of his Englifh fubjefts ; 
who fighting with great bravery, in order to re- * 
trieve their national charader for valour, and to 

ft 

^^ Annal. Waverlien.p. 130 Chron. Saxon, p, iSi* 
47 Oideric, Vital, p. 5**. 
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gsin, if poi&ble, the efteem and favour of their 
fpvereign, fpon reduced the difputed country to 
his obedience "^^ William fpent the whole of 
this, and the greateft part of the year 1074, in 
. Normapdy, ^njoying the company of his familvji 
tod regulating the affairs of his dominion^. 
•A.D.1074. While the Conqueror was thus employed inj 
A conrpi- his native country, a confpiracy was forming 
Normans againft him in England, hy forne pf thofe Nor- 
an^*<fe."^ -man barons on whom he had heaped wealth and 
feaud, honours with a hberal hand. Roger earl of Herer 
ford, fon and heir of William's gr^t fevourite 
Fitz-Offeerne, had promifed his fifter in marriage 
^o Ralph de Guader ear^ of Norfolk, and ap? 
plied to the kiijg for his confent to their nup-; 
tials ; which he, for reafon? unknown to us, re-, 
fufed. The two haughty barons xyere much en-? 
xaged at thi§ refufal, and, without regarding it, 
proceeded to the celebr?ition 9f the, intended 
marriage, and invited all the chief friends of 
both families to the marriage feaft, amongft 
others Waltheof garl pf Hun^ngdou, Northamp- 
ton, and Northumberland, ^larried to Judith 
the king'« niece, the only Englifhmau who theft 
^lyoyed any confiderable dqgree of ppwer, wealth, 
0$ royal favour. When the guefts^ were heated 
^th liquor at the nuptial banquet, politics were, 
introduced ; the two earls gave free vent to their, 
difcontent and refentment againft William, re- 
prefenting him as an infamous baftard, an in^ 

4' Cbron. Saxon* p, iZu 

folent 



Ch. j.§i. €IVIL AND MILITARY, «| 

folent imperioua tyrant, unworthy to reign over A.d.»«t42 
ftich brave men a^ they were, and at length pro- 
pofed a confpiracy to depyiye him of the king- 
dom, which they fuggefted might be eafily ao- 
cpmjJiflied in his abfence, by the affif^ance of the 
Danes, Welfh, and difcontentcd Englifli. Wat 
theof at firft hefitated, and objefted j but was at 
laft . prevailed upon to enter into the confpiracy, 
yrhich, to their inflamed imaginations, appeared 
perfeftly juft, and eafy of execution. Wheu 
ycft, however, had difpelled the fumes of liquor^ 
it was feen in a very different light by the ua^ 
happy WaUhepf, who became thoughtful, refli? 
lefs, and apprehenfive. At length, to relieve 
his loaded heart, he conimunicated the whole 
fecret of the confpiracy to his wifet of whofe 
fidelity he entertained no doubt^ But the fiuthr 
lefs Judith, whofe Jiffeflionsi were fecretly fixed 
pn another objeft, glad of an opportunity of 
ruining her huiband, fent a trufty meffenger into 
Normandy to rev^ the plot to. her uncle, and 
to aggravate the guilt of Waltheof as much a3. 
poffible. Waltheof, not yet eafy in his mihdj^ 
Revealed the fatal fecret to Lanfranc archbifhop 
of Canterbury, under the feal of confeffion, pro* 
feiiing repentance, and a&ing his advice* That 
prelate advifed him immediately to go to Nor^ 
mandy, and communicate the whole a&ir ta 
the king, as tlie moil effedtjial means of me^ 
ridng and obtaining his forgivenefs. He com- 
plied with this advice; and niet with a reeep. 
^pn feemingly not unfavourable, though he was 
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A.D.I074. detained in cuftody. As foon as the other con- 
'^-^^'*-'' fpirators heard of the flight of Waltheof into 
Normandy, they concluded that he had betrayed 
them, ^nd raflily flew to arms before their plot 
was ripe for execution. The earl of Hereford 
was defeated, and taken prifoner, by the nobles 
and prelates of Worcefterfhire. The other great 
confpirator, I^alph earl of Norfolk, being routed 
near Cambridge, by Odo bifhop of Bayeux, and 
regent of the kingdom, took Ihelter in his caftle 
of Norwich ; where he was befieged, with his 
lady and family. The earl, dreading to fall 
Jnt9 the hands of his enemies, made his efcape 
beyond fea; after which his lady furrendered the 
caftle, and agreed to go into perpetual exile. 
Soon after this a Danifh fleet and army arrived on 
the Englifh coaft to the afliftance of the confpi- 
rators ; but hearing that they were fuppreflfed, 
returned to Denmark without landing ^. 
WiUiam William arrived in England in autumn this 

England? year, and found the public tranquillity reftored, 
by the difperfion or imprifonment of the infur- 
gents. According to his unjuft and cruel policy, 
he puni(hed the common people with great f^ve- 
ritv, hanging fome and mutilating others. The 
earl of Hereford, though he had been ^the author 
of this confpiracy, yet, being a Norman, and the 
fon of a favouritej was treated with great lenity, 

and only configned to perpetual confinement ^°. 

* 

4» Orderic. Vital, p. 434, 435. R. Hoveden, p. i&i. Cbrojo, 
Saxon. p» i8i, 1S3, i® Oidcric* Vital, p. 4^5* 
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The unhappy Waltheof did not meet with 'the A-D.io^^ 
lame indulgence, though he had the ftrongeft Ean'waU 
claims to mercy. He had been drawn into the theofcon. 
confpiracy when he was in a ftate of intoxication j and ex?, 
he repented of it as foon as he recovered th^ ^^^^^' 
exercife of his reafon ; and he prevented its fuc- 
cefs by a feafonable difcovery. But being an 
Englifhman, and poffeffed of great wealth, he 
was obnoxious to the Norms^i courtiers, who 
coveted his eftates, and, in conjunftion with his 
unfaithful wife, pulhed on the prqfecution againll 
him with great violence. On his trial hrf denied 
that he had ever entered into the confpiracy, »but 
confeffed that he had concealed it for a time. 
His judges were divided in their opinions, and 
held feveral confultations before they condemned 
him to death. Even after that hard fentence was 
pronounced, William hefitat^d, and kept him^ 
fome months in prifon at Winchefler. In this 
interval the Englifh were full of anxiety for his 
fafety, and put up inceflant prayers to Heaven 
for his deliverance, while Judith and the Nor- 
man courtiers eagerly folicited his execution. 
At length William yielded to their importunity, 
and granted a warrant for his death}* which was 
executed, with indecent hafte, and other circum- 
ftances of cruelty, very early in the morning, 
April 2g, pna rifing ground without the gates of 
Winchefter. • Thus fell, by the intrigues of a 
wicked woman, and of covetous ambitious cbur- 

s y .. 

tiers, one of the j^eft and greateft, and jilmoft* the 
[}s^ \oi the ancient Englifh nobles! His death 
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was bitterly bewailed by his unhappy countrymen^ 
who long revered his memory, both as a hero and 
a faint ^\ 

The other chief confpirator, Ralph de Guader^ 
earl of Norfolk, had great poffeiEons in Brittany^ 
to which he retired after his efcape from his 
caftle of Norwich. As foon as Williani had 
fettled his affairs in England, he pUrfued him to 
the continent, and befieged him in the city of 
Pol, in which he had taken refuge, folemnly 
fwearing not to raife the fiege till he had taken 
the city and feized his eiiemy/ But he foon 
found that it was not in his power to keep his 
oath. For the king of France and duke of Brit^ 
tany efpoufing the caufe of the befieged, marched 
with a powerful army to their relief, and obliged 
William to raife the fiege with gre^t pr^cipitar 
tion, leaving tents and baggage behind him to 
the value of fifteen thoufand pour^ds. A peace 
was foon after concluded between all the con,» 
tending parties, which was cemented by the 
marriage of the prinqefs Conftance, a daughter 
of the king of England ^ to the duke of Brit^ 

tany ^% 

William had now reduced all his fubjefis, an4 
made peace with all his neighbours, and expeded 
to enjoy fome repofe. Thefe expeftations proved 
delufive, and he foon found himfelf involved in 
frefh troubles of a moft djfagreeable kind, occa- 



5» Orderic. Vital, p. 536, 537, 
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fioned by the ambitious and impatient fpirit of ;^-^*'^^; 
Robert his eldeft fon. That young prince had 
feme years before been declared heir to all hiff 
father's dominions an the continent, and now 
began to infift with much eameftnefs on thtf 
immediate poffefEon of fome of thefe dominions* 
For fome time William eluded his applications 
by evadve anfwers ; but at lad he was obliged to 
tell him plainly, that he was determined not to 
refign any of his territories while he lived ". 
This denial increafed the difcontent and anger of 
Robert, which was blown up into an ungovern- 
able flame by the following incident, trifling in 
itfelf, but important in its confequences. The 
king fpending fome time this year i^ the caflle 
of L'Aigle with his court, his. two younger fons, 
William and Henry, in a youthful froKc threw 
fome water from an upper apartment on their 
rider brother Robert and his companions, who 
were walking in the court below. Robert, na- 
. turally paflionate, and at that time in a pceviffi 
difcontented (late of mind, flew into a rage^ 
dre^ his fword, and ran up flairs, threatening 
to take a bloody revenge on his brothers, of 
whofe favour with their father he was not a little 
jealous. This occafioned a prodigious tumuk 
and uproar in the caftle; and nothing but the 
J)refence and authority of the king could have 
prevented fome fatal mifchief. The tumult was 
quelled J but the wrath of Robert was not ap* 

IS Orderic. Vital, p. s6f* 
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A.D.1076. peafed J for he privately retired from court that 
very evening, with a number of the young nobU 
lity attached to his fortunes, with a view to fur* 
prife the citadel of Rouen, the capital of Nor* 
mandy. They were difappointed in this defigii 
by the vigilance of the governor ; and as foon as 
William heard of this rebellious attempt, he 
iffued orders to feize his fon and all his com^ 
panions. A few of them were taken ; but Robert 
and the others made their efcape, and were re- 
ceived by Hugh de Neuf-Chatel into his caftles* 
An open war now broke out between the father 
and the fon ; which raged with great violence, and 
unfpeakable mifchief to the country, almoft three 
years ^\ 
A.p.»o79- At length the condu£t, valour, and fortune of 
William William prevailed; and Robert, though he had 
\o^h\% fon. been joined by many of the young nobility of 
Normandy, Anjou, and Maine, fecretly aided 
by the king oiF France,, and privately fupplled with 
money by his mother queen Matilda, was driven 
out oiF Normandy, and took fhelter with his re- 
maining followers in the caftle of Gerberoy in 
France. His father purfued him thither, and 
befieged the caftle ; which was defended with 
great valour, and many vigorous fallies. In one 
of thefe Robert encountered, wounded, and un- 
horfed his father; who difcovcred himfelf, by- 
crying out as he fell to the ground. As foon as 
the fon heard his parent's voice, he was pen©. 

*♦ Orderic. Vital, p, 54,5. M. Paris, p. 7* R.^ Hovedcn, p. %6t^ 
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trated with rembrfe and horror at what he had Al> ro/^. 
done, fprung from his horfe, fell on his knees, ~~"^~^_ 
and moft earnellly implored his pardon. Wil- 
liam, chagrined with the indignity of his fall^ 
the fmart of his wound, and the many vexations 
which his fon's rebellion had occafioned, did not 
immediately relent ; but mounting his horfe, 
.and pronouncing, a curfe inftead of a pardon, 
returned to his army". There reflcding coolly 
on his fon's fubmiffive behaviour, his parental 
affedions began to operate: he raifed the fiege, 
returned into Normandy, and by the^ intercefEon 
of queen Matilda, and other common friends, 
he was reconciled to Robert and his adhe- 
rents ^^ 

While William refided in Normandy, fome a.d.io?o. 
events happened in England which feemed to Wiiiiam 
require his prefence. Malcolm king of Scot^ fon^Rob* 
land invaded Northumberland, A. D. 1078, and with an 
carried off much booty and many prifoners ^\ thTnortiu 
Walcher bifliop of Durham, and earl of North- 
umberland, was killed May 14, A. D. 1080, at 
tJatefliead, with about one hundred of his' attend- 
ants, by the family and friends of one Leulf, an 
Englifh nobleman, who had been bafely murdered 
by Liothwin and Gillebert, two of the bifhop's 
favcfbrites ^^ William, on his return into Eng- 
land, in autumn this year, fent an army into the 
jiorth under the command of his fon Robert, 

* 

55 M. Paris, p. 7. Ordcric. Vital, p. 571, 573. 
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^.D.ioSo; who had come with biiri * out of Normandy ; and 
*~^ of his own 4>terine brother Odo bifhop of JSayeuK^ 
and earl bf Kent^ to chaftife th^ Northumbrians^ 
and retaliate the injuries which had been dbad 
by the king of Scotland^ It was in the courfe of 
this expedition that itobert built a caftie^ neax^ 
the place where thd bifhop of Durham had been 
flain, which he called Newcq/He^ fcom which thrf 
flourifliitig town of Newcaftle upon Tyne derived 
its origin*'. 
A.D.toSi. Tranquillity being now reftored to William's 
SMblTk ^™'y ^^^ dominions, he began about this time, 
or perhaps a little later, the fiimous furvey of 
England, which doth raoi^e honour to his memory 
than any of his viftories. This furvey was con- 
duced by commiflioners, taking informiition 
upon oath in each county, of the following par. 
ticulars ; the name of every town or village j— 
■who held it in king Edward's days ;*— who now 
poiTcffed it ; — ^how many freemen, villains, and 
cottagers were in it;— how many hides of land 
were in each manor j how many of thefe were in 
the demefne ;-r-how much wood-land^ meadow^ 
and pafture; — ^how much it paid in taxes in 
king Edward's days; — and how much now;— * 
how many mills and fifh-ponds.— — — And in fome 
places they were even more particular, and took 
an account of the horfes, black cattle, fwine, 
Aecp, and hives of bees"^* All thefe informa- 
tions were returned by the conmiiffioners, an4 

19 R. fioveden, p. 163. *^ Cbron*:S«xoD, p. tZi. . 
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formed into the two valuable volumes of Doomf- A.n.ioSi. 
day-book, which are ftill preferved in the ex- '-^-'~^' 
chequer. By this furvey William acquired an 
exadt knowledge of the pofleflions of the crown, 
the church, the nobility, and land-owners j and 
of the number^ quality, and wealth of all his 
fubjefts; from whence fo wife a prince might 
derive manifold advantages. 

. About this time Odo, bifliop of Bayeus:, for- a.d.to^j. 
feited the favour of William his uterine brother^ (^» h? 
by ^hom he had been loaded with benefits, wnrine 
That ambitious prelate, not contented with all the Jdo.^' 
honours which he enjoyed, had caft his eyes 
upon the papal dignity; and in order to iiecure 
his advancement to it on the firft vacancy, had 
amafled- prodigious treafures, and engaged many 
powerful friends, with whom he propofed to go- 
to Rome. William, unwilling to fee fo great a 
mafs of money and fo many ufeful fubjedts carried 
out of the kingdom, put a flop to this defign, 
by feizing Odo in the ifle of Wight, as he was 
ready to embark, and confining him in prifon in 
the caftle of Rouen, where he remained till the 
Jing's death *'. . • 

• William made a voyage into Normandy this A.o lo^j* 
'year fo vifit his queen, Matilda, who had fallen ^^^j^enJ^JJ^ 
into a lingering illnefs, of which fhe died on tiida. 
I^ovember 2. That princefs, who Is faid to 
have been amiable in her perfon, virtuous in her 
manners, and remarkable for her learning, lived 

P^ Orderic. VitaU p. ^45* R. Horedrni p. 963. 
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A.D.10S3* in great conjugal harmony with her royal confer t 
thirty-three years, and brought him four fons ; 
Robert, who fucceeded his father in Normandy; 
B.ichard, who was accidentally killed as he was 
hunting in the New Foreft ; William and Henry, 
who were fucceffively kings of England j and 
five daughters, viz. Cecilia, who became a nun j 
Conftance, who was married to the duke of Brit- 
tany; Agatha, contrafted to king Harold in her 
infancy, and afterwards to Alphonfo king of 
Galicia, but died, before marriage, in her way 
to Spain; Alice who died young, and Adela, 
married to Stephen earl of Blois^. William is 
faid to have been fo much affefted with the death 
of his, queen, that he relinquifhed all his former 
amufements ; but the truth is, that the few 
remaining years of his life were fo full of alarms, 
toils, and dangers, that he could have little leifure 
c«r inclination for amufement. 
A.D X084. '^^^ greateft uneafmefs of the Conqueror at 
Threaten- this time proceeded from the intelligence he 
Jrom^Dcn" received, that Canute IV. king of Denmark, 
mark. ^^^ making prodigious preparations for invading* 
England, in which he was to be affifted by 
Robert Le Frifon earl of Flanders, with fix hun- 
dred ihips^^ To repel this dreaded invafion^ 
he coUefted a great army, not only of Normans, 
but of adventurers from all the neighbouring 
countries ; brought them over to England, and 
quartered them upon his Englifh (ubje£ts along 

•» Orderic. Vital, p. 63$. W.Malmf. p. dj. 
^» W. Malmf. p. ^0. 
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the fea-coafts, where they continued feveral A;-l5ioS4. 
months, committing niany afts of oppreffion oit 
the unhappy Englifli, who were alfo loaded witiv 
a grievous tax, for the pay of their oppreffors **1 
At length William was relietred from his appre- 
faenfions by the welcome news, that Canufd, dSi^^' 
couraged by contrary winds, and dilfenfiond- 
among his nobles, had relinquiftied his iAtended^ 
expedition : on which he difmifled his mercertsfl:/ 
foldiers, to the great joy of his fubjefts. 

Though ther^ was no open war, there was no A.D.iot^, 
cordial peace between the kings of France and ^'I^JJJ,^ 
England at tlus time; and the great barons on matidy. 
the borders of their refpeftive territories, made 
deftru^ve inroads on each others land^ 1/his 
irregular kind of war continued while WiUiam 
was in England, t6 the difadvantage of his fub'^ 
jcfts. Hubert de Beaumont, a famous partiraff 
of thofe times, killed feveral Norman baTohs^ 
and enriched himfelf with their fpoils**. The* 
Conqueror, refolving to vifit his dominions on 
the' continent to put a ftop to thefe depredations, 
fbmmoned all his prelates, nobles, and* knights, . 
to meet him at Salilbury on the firft of Auguft J 
where he obHged them to renew their oaths of 
fealty, and' extorted from them great fums of 
money ; with which he foon after failed for Nor* 
mamcfy, carrying with him Edgar Atheling, whd 
IMS (HI! as objefb of his jealoufy, and of the 
affbab&s of tie EngUfh "*. 



*^ Hen. Hunt. L 7. p. sir* 
f' Chron. SaxoDt p^tt/. 
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A D.10S7. The mifunderftanding which had long fubfiftcd 

^^^t!f^ in fecret between the Conqueror and Philip king 

William, ^f Fnince, now broke out into an open war, 

occafioned, as it is faid, by a witticifm of that 

king, who hearing that William, who ^as now 

become very corpulent, had been fome weeks 

confined by ficknefs, faid, " He hoped his 

" brother of England would foon be delivered 

" of his great belly, and be able to come 

« abroad.*' This farcafm being reported to 

William, put him into a violent paffion, and 

made him fwear, " by the brightnefs and refur- 

" reftion of God (his ufual oath), that as foon 

*' as he came abroad he would light up a thou- 

« fan* fires in France for the joy of his re- 

" covery *\" Nor did he negled to execute this ^ 

threat. For in the laft week of July, when the 

corns and fruits were all ripe, he entered France 

at the head of a powerful army, deftroying every 

thing as he advanced ; and having taken the town 

of Mante, he commanded it to be fet on fire and 

reduced to aflies. But here a flop was put to his 

deflru£live career. For being overheated by the 

Mrarmth of the weather and flames of the town, 

and having received a bruife in his belly by the 

pummel of his faddle, he was feized with a flow 

fever, of which he died at the abbey of St. 

Gervais near Rouen, September 9, in the fixty« 

third year of his age, and the twenty-firft year 

of his reign over England**'. He^ enjoyed the 

67 M.Paris, p. 9. M. WeArainft. p.-aso. 
•« Or<ienc. Vital* p. 655. 
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full exercife of his reafon during his ficknefsj A.P.io 8y ^ 
made his will with great deliberation, beque^h- 
iag his dominions on the continent to Robert his 
eldeft fon, the kingdom of England to his fecond 
fon William, and a tarn of money to his youngeft 
fon Henry. To appeafe the - reproaches of his 
confcience for the cruelties which he had com- 
mitted, he commanded all the ftate-prifoiiers to be 
releafed, idirefted great fums of money to be dif- 
tributed to the churches and the clergy, and 
pra£tifed all the other tricks of fuperilition that 
were then in vogue. He alfo entertained his 
courtiers with long difcourfes on the vanity of 
worldly greatnefs; of which they gave the 
ftrongeft proof,, by every one of them abandoning 
<his remains as foon as he expired \ 

William I. commonly called tie Conqueror j Hwcluu 
was ftrong, healthy, and graceful in his perfon, 
though his countenance was rather ftem than gra- 
cious ; and he became corpulent in the latter part 
of his life. He excelled in riding, fhooting with 
the bow, and in all martial and manly exercifes. 
His paffion for hunting was exceffive, in gratify- 
ing which he was guilty of the moft horrid cruel- 
ties. He had ambition and boldnefs to attempt, 
and courage and wifdom to execute, the moll 
arduous enterprifes, of which his conqueft of 
England is a fufEcient proof. He was religious 
according to the mode of the times in which he 
lived, and tftated the clergy with great refpeft 

^9 Ordcric^ Viul. p, ^^^^ 
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AD-f »f7* vihfm they did not oppofe his will. Temperance 
aiKt chaflity were his greatelL virtues ; ambition, 
9;varice, and cruelty, his moft pernicious vices^ 
His government was harfh, arbitrary, and tyran- 
nical, efpecially to his Englifli fubjcds; who 
wc^e reduced fo low, that before the end of his 
rdgn, there was not fo much as one Englifhnun 
who WHS either earl, baron, biihop, or abbot. 
In a word, William th^e Conqueror was one of * 
the greateft generals and politicans, but one of 
the moffc tyrannical and cruel kings that ever fat 
on the throne of England % 
Succcflioo William, fumamed Rufusy or the Red^ from 
nation of the colour of his hair, fecond furviving fon of 
William ^jjg Conqueror, who was prefent with his father 
on his death-bed, Jbaving obtained his nomination 
to the crown of England, with a letter of recom- 
mendation to Lanfranc archbiihop of Canterbury, 
did not ftay to pay the lafl duties to his expiring 
parent, but haftened over the fea to take poflefo 
iion of the crown. As foon as he arrived in 
England, he got pofieffion of his father's trea^* 
fures at Winchefter, and of the moft important 
fortrejTes on the coaft; and his caufe being 
warmly efpoufed by Lanfranc, by whom he had 
been educated and knighted in his youth, he was 
crowned at Weflminfter, September 27, by that 
prelate, ailifted by the archbiihop of York, eight 

pther biihops, and many pf the chief nobility ^% 

* 
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After his coronation he returned to Winchefter, to a.d.icSt. 
take a more particular account of his father's trea- 
fures, which he found to amount to fixty thoufand 
poimds in money, equal in weight of filver to one . 
hundred and eighty thoufand pounds^ and in efEcacy 
to nine hundred thoufand pounds of our money ; 
befides gold and filver plate, jewels, and other 
precious effeds, to a much greater value. With 
fome part of this money he paid the legacies which 
had been left by his father to the churches, the 
clergy, and the poor ; by which he gained popu- 
larity to himfelf, as well as fhewed a regard to the 
will of a parent, to whofe affedlion he had been fo 
inuch indebted '*. 

Though the coronation of Rufus had not been A.Diog?, 
openly oppofed, it was.fecretly difliked by many ^°"^^'J^jI 
of the chief nobility, who knew his fierce im* wiiiiam 
perious charafter; and having great eftates in *' 
Normandy, as well as in England, were fenfible 
that it would be impoffible to preferve them 
both, if thefe two countries continued under 
different fovereigns, who would often be at 
variance. Thefc nobles therefore (of whoni 
Odo bi(hop of Bayeux, Robert earl of Mortain, 
the two maternal brothers of the late king, Eu- 
ftace earl of Boulogne, and Robert de Belefrae, 
were the chieO> being then in Normandy, formed 
a confpiracy for dethronmg William, and raifing 
his elder brother Robert duke of Normandy to 
the throne^ of England., They communicated 

7* Chronf Saxoo, p. xgx. Brompt. p*983. 
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A.t)ao88, their defigns to Robert, who encouraged them 
tq proceed, and promifed to fupport them witli 
^ powerful army. The confpirators came over 
to England in the end of the laft and the begin- 
ning of this year, to increafe their party, and 
prepare /for the execution of their plot. In the 
firft of thefe intentions they were not unfuccefsful, 
prevailing upon many, and, amongft others, 
upon William biOiop of Durham, the king^s 
grfeateft favourite, to enter into their views. 
The confpirators thinking thcmfelves fufficiently 
ftrong, began to give intimations of their defigns, 
by collefting their followers, and fortifying their 
caftles, rather too foon; which was one great 
, caufe of their mifcarriage ^\ 

That eon- William, jufllv alarmed at this formidable 

fpiracy is . . < 

iiiiftrated. Combination agamfi: him, exerted all his vigour 
to defeat his enemies, and prefer ve the crown he 
had obtained. Obferving that the greateft part 
of the Normans were engaged in the confpiracy, 
he had recourfe to the Englifh, who ftill confti- 
tuted the body of the people; and by fair pro- 
mifes of reviving their ancient laws, and pf 
allowing them the liberty of hunting in .the royal 
forefts, he perfuaded thirty thoufand of them to 
efpoufe his caufe. With thefe, and fuch Nor- 
man barons as adhered to him, he took the field, 
and in one campaign reduced the caftles of 
Tunbridge, Pevenfey, and Rochefterj in the 

U brderic. Vital, p. 666* Chron. Saxon, p. 193. W. Malmf. 
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laft of which Odo bifhop of Bayeux, Euftace AU ioSt; 
carl of Boulogne, Robert de Belefme, and other 
chiefs of the confpiracy, fell into his hands. At 
firft he refolved to make them feel the utmoft 
rigour of the law ; but was at laft fo ^much 
foftened by the eameflf intreaties of fome of their 
friends, who had been faithful to him, that he 
fpared their lives, allowed them to retire into 
Normandy, and contented himfelf with confifcat- 
ing their eftates, which were of great value. 
Some of thefe eftates he beftowed upon his friends 
who had aflifted him in his diftrefs, and others 
he retained in his^ own poffeiSon. The duke of 
Normandy had made a feeble attempt to fupport 
his partifans, by fending a fmall fleet, with fome 
troops, to their affift^ce ; but they were inter- 
cepted and defeated by the Englifh fleet ''\ 

By the fuppreflion of this rebellion Rufus was A.r.toS^. 
firmly eftabUfhed on the throne of England, and ^onlmo 
foon forgot ail his promifes to the unhappy Eng- Normandy 
lifli, who had contributed fo much to his eftabiifli- P'^^P****** 
ment. The reftoration of their ancient laws and 
liberties was no more heard of; and inftead of 
allowing them to hunt in^ the royal^forefts, to do 
it was made a capital crime ^^ He was not fo 
apt to forget injuries as benefits; and retaining* 
a lively refentment again (I his brother Robert, in 
whofe behalf the late confpiracy had been formed, 
he determined to be revenged, by depriving him 

^4 Chron. Saxon, p, 193, 194^ 19 5. Ordcric, Vit^l. p. 1679 i^S* 
W. Malmf, p. 68. . " VV. Mnlmf. 1. 4, p. 70. 
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A.o.xog9. of his dominions. To facilitate the execution of 
this defign, Jie corrupted the governors of feveral 
flrong places in Normandy, particularly of St. 
Valori and Albemarle, who admitted Englifh 
garrifons into thefe towns ^^ He alfo held an 
affembly of his great barons at Winchefter, to 
whom he propofed an expedition iiito Normandy, 
to revenge the attempt which had been made to 
deprive him of Ris crown; and the propofal was 
favourably entertained '^ 
A.D.to9o. Normalidy at this time was a fcene of great 
Norman, confufion, occafioncd by the imprudence and 
^y* indolence of its fovereign, and the turbulence of 

its nobility, who made war againft each other, 
as if they had been independent princes. To 
complete the miferies of that unhappy country, 
the province of Maine revolted, and attempted 
to fhake off the Norman yoke, which it had, 
always borne with reluftance '*. Robert, con- 
fdous of his inability to reduce his own fubjeds 
to obedience, and refiil the threatened invaiion 
from England, implored the proteftion of Philip 
idng of France; who efpoufed his caufe, and 
marched at the head of an army to his relief. 
But of this prote&ion he was foon deprived by 
the intrigues of his brother William, who, by a 
great bribe, prevailed upon Philip to abandoa 
Robert, and return with his army into his owu 
dominions ^^ 

'^ R» Hoveden^ p. t6s^ 

V Orderic. Vital, p. 680. ^J j^f, p, ^g j. 

79 Anii»l» Waverliea* p* i|7« R.Hoveden| p. %'S$, 
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Rufus, having in the preceding year^ paved the A.D.t«9i% 
way for the conqueft of Normandy, by gaining peace 
many of its nobility to his party, failed into that "**^^«'»^ 
country with an army, about Candlemas this year, William 
with a defign to complete the work. At his bcrt.^' 
landing he was met by many Norman barons, 
who having great eftates in England and ia 
Normandy, were very defirous of fuch an agree- 
ment betweeil the two brothers as might feture 
them in the poffeffion of their fortunes in both 
countries. At their earneft interteffion, a nego- 
tiation was fet on foot, and at laft a peace con« 
eluded on the following terms:-— That the king 
of England (hould keep the county of Ew^ the 
towns of Fifchamp, Albemarle, and all other 
places of which he had got poffeffion ; in returrt 
for which the barons of Robert's party fhould 
he reftored to their eftates in England, and Wil- 
liam (hould affift Robert to reduce the province 
of Maine and the reft of Normandy to his obe- 
dience. By another article it was declared, that 
if either of the two brothers died without iffue> 
the other Ihould fucceed to his whole domi- 
nions^. This peace was guaranteed by twelve 
of the moil powerful barons of each party, wh6 
folemnly fwore to fee it faithfully obferved. 

No perfon had fo much reafon to be diJTatif- ttinet 
fied with this peace, as prince Henry, the Con^ fie«7bff* 
qucror-s youngeft fon; who, by the firft article, hi«t^^ 
few himfelf in danger of being ftript of the Co- ^^^^^^ 



9p Cl^n* SiXQp, p. 197. R. HoVedcn^ p. »$5« 

3 tentinj 



44 HISTORY OP BRITAIN. Book IIT^ 

A.D.X09T. tentin, a fountry of Normandy, which he had 
'^'"'^ purchafed from his brother Robert with a part 
of the money left him by his father ; and by the 
fecond article, he beheld hirafelf deprived of all 
hopes of fucceeding either to Normandy or Eng- 
land, on the demife of one of his brothers with- 
out heirs. This young prince being brave ard 
refolute, determined to defend his property ; and 
coUefting fome troops who were willing to follow 
his fortunes, he feized and fortified Mount St* 
Michael, refolving to defend it to the laft extre- 
mity.. His two ungenerous and too powerful 
brothers having reduced all the reft of the Co- 
tentin, came and laid fiege to the place where he 
had taken fhelter. In the courfe of this fiege'the 
king of England was thrown from his horfe, and 
on the point of being flain by a common trooper. 
The place was defended with great obftinacy; 
but the befieged, after fuffering great hardfliips 
from thirft and hunger, were obliged to furrender 
f/om a total failure of their provifions, and were 
allowed to go whero they pleafed. After this 
the unfortunate Henry wandered from place to 
place for fome time, with a few faithful friends^ 
without any fettled refidence or means of fup. 
port \ 
A.D.to9t» After the pacification above mentioned, and 
Rupimx^* the reduftion of the Cotentin, Robert duke of 
^V*'^*" Normandy came into England with his brother 

and Ro« 

btru •* Chron. de Mailrofs, p, 161. T. Radborfii p. 264, W. Malmf. 

p. 69. Orderic, Vital, p. £97. 
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WilHatn, and affifted him in his war with Mai- A.D.io93* 
colm king of Scotland , which will be more par- 
ticularly related in the hiftory of that country. 
This harmony between the two brothers was not 
of long duration. For Robert, difcovering that 
his brother ftill continued his intrigues on the 
continent, and endeavoured to increafe his party 
among the Norman barons, left England in diC- 
coiitent attout Chriflmas A. D. 1092, and re- 
turned into his own dominions. Rufus falling 
dangeroufly ill at Glocefter in the following Iient^ - 
was feized with great remorfe for his vices, and 
particularly for his tyrannical and oppr^iSve go- 
vernment ; and made many folemn p^omifes of 
amendment; which were all forgotten as foon a^ 
he recovered ^\ 

Duke Robert, after his return ii^to his own A.D'.to94. 
country, difcovered fo many machinptjons of pk ?^^''"'^ 
brother William to debauch his fubjeds and ^if- ^^' 
turb his government, that he was greatly ;rri., 
tated, and fent him an angry meffage, dem^d- 
ing his immediate appearance in Normandy to 
fulfil the conditions of the late trf^aty. William 
complied with this requifition, an^ went ovpr to 
the continent in the fpring; but with no good 
intention. The two brothers h^4 an interview 
in prefence of the lords of both parties who had 
fwom to fee the late agreement perform^ by 
their refpedlive fovereigns. This interview ter- 
minated in an open breach ; for which William 



** Chron. Saxon, p, X981 199. 
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AJ>.T094* was univerfally condemned. ' That ambitious 
^-^"^^^'"^ prince, thinking he had now found an opportu- 
nity of completing the ruin of his unhappy bro- 
ther, by attacking him when he was at variance 
with many of his fubjefts, immediately began* 
hoftilities, by feizing fome caftles. But Robert 
was refcued from this imminent danger, by -the 
interpofition of the king of France, who marched 
an army to his relief; and by news from Eng- 
land, which obliged William to abandon his en- 
terprife, and return into that kingdom \ 
A.D.f095. A dangerous confpiracy had been formed in 
confprira- jjjg abfence by Robert de Moubray earl of Npr- 
T^da^Td thumberland, William earl of Ew, Roger de 
liippreflfed. Lj^^gy^ and feveral other^ great barons, to de- 
throne him, and to raife his coufin Stephen carl 
of Aumalfe to the throne. William, naturally 
alert and keen, marched an army with great ex- 
pedition into the north, by which he furpnfed 
fome of the chief con fpirators in Newcaftle, and 
took the earl of Northumberland's brother at 
Tinmouth. The earl himfelf was befieged in 
his caftle of Biamburgh ; and attempting to make 
his efcape, he was taken and thrown into prifon 
at Windfor ; where he lived in confinement no 
lefs than thirty years. Some of the other con- 
fpirators were hanged, and others^ mudlated, an4 
all their great eftates confifcated \ 



*3 M; Paris, p. is. col. s. Hen. Hunt. 1. 7. p. 214. 
*^ R. Hoveden, p. 267. W. Malmf. 1. 4. p, 70. 
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Robert dulce of Normandy was feized with A.D.io^5; 
the epidemic frenzy of croifading, which about r^^^JT*^ 
this rime broke out in Europe, and, with feveral mortgages 
otner prmces, relolved to engage m an expedi- nions to 
tion *into the Eaft, for refcuing the city of Jeru- Wiiliam. 
falem, and the Holy Land, out of the hands of 
the Turks. To procure money for putting this 
ralh defign in execution, he propofed to mort- 
gage his duchy three (fome fay five) years, t6 
his brother William, for ten thoufand ms^rks. 
William joyfully accepted the propofal, extorted - 
the money from his fubjefts in England, chiefly 
from the clergy, carried it over, paid it to his 
brother, and received the valuable pledge ^^ 

William, having taken poffeffion of Normandy, a.D.io$7, 
came over into England about Eafter, and made Bxpedi- 
an unfuccefsful expedition into Wales, in which waics. 
he loft a great number of men, as he had don^ 
in fome former expeditions. Tired with thefe 
fruitlefs attempts to reduce the Welfh, he com- 
manded feveral cafUes to be built on the borders 
to check their incurfions into England, and re- 
turned into Normandy in November^, where his 
prefence was wanted *^ 

His poiTeflion of Normandy involved WiHiam A.D.ie9S; 
in wars with the king of France, and otherneigh- Warwiiii 
bouring princes^ who had feized certain terri- 
tories which he pretended belonged to that 

* 

*' Eadmcr. p.>5* M. B^is, p. %$• col. s» W. MalmA p. jS, 
Orderic. Vital, p. 744. . 
»• Aniud. WaYtrlien. p. S40. 
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A«D> T09g> duchy, Tbefe wars were carried on ail this year 
with various fucccfs, but without any very de- 
cifive event, except the recovery of the province 
of Maine from the brave Heli de la Fleche, -who 
I^jd defended it with great bravery feveral years ; 
but being now taken prifoner, was obliged to 
refign it to regain his liberty ^\ 
A.D.ro99. William, after the redu£lion of Maine^ re- 
Sirde*ili ^*i"^^d ^^to England, and kept the feftival of 
ftccJie. Whitfuntide in Wellrainfter-hall, which he had 
built, and which, on account of its great di- 
me^fipns and magnificence, was an objefl of 
univerfal admiration ". When Heli de la Fleche 
was fet at liberty, he made an offer of his fer- 
vice to the king of England ; which being- re- 
je£ted, he was inflamed with the moft violent 
rrfentment, and retired, threatening to be re- 
venged for the indignity. William, equally 
fierce and haughty, inftead of feizing his perfbn 
before he was out of his reach, commanded him, 
with a difdainful air, to be gone and do his 
worft^'. The indignant baron, retired to his 
eftate, fpent his time in preparing for the exe- 
cution of his revenge. About the beginning of 
June, getting together a body of troops, he 
furpiifed the city of Mans, the capital of Maine • 
but could not take the caftle. The meflenger 
who was fent to acquaint William with this 
event, found him hunting in the New Foreft* 

•7 Ordenc. Vital, p. 767. 771. «» Anna). Waveilieo. p, i$* 

O Orderic. Viul. p. 773« 

and 
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and though he was prodigidufly fond of that di« ^^^J^ 
verfion, he no fooner*heard what had happened,* 
than he put fpurs to his horfe, and tode fuU 
^eed towards the fea-coaft, inflantly embarked^ 
though it blew a furious ftorm> and landed: next 
morning at Barfleun From thence he proceeded 
with equal impetuofity to Bonneville, joined hig 
army, and marched towards Mans. Heli hear* 
ing of his imexpe&ed approach, raifed the fiege^ . 
and retired to the flrong caftle of Chateau de 
Loir^. The king, after he had defolated the 
lands of his enemy, difmifled his forces, and re^ 
turned to England. 

William dufce of Guyenne, neither inftruded A.D,noo. 
nor deterred by the csdamities which had be- 2iiJ|^"^ 
fallen other princes, and their followers, who 
had abandoned their own country, and gone to 
the Holy Land, put himfelf at the head of a 
new army of crotfaders, and offered to mortgage 
his duchy to the king of England for a fum of 
yioney, to defray the expences of his expedition. 
Rufiis, as ambitious as he was rich, accepted the 
offer, provided the money, and prepared an attny 
to take poffef&on of his new territories, with ' 
which he lay near the fea-coaft, waiting for a 
£ur wind to waft him to the cohtinent. On Au* 
guft.2, after dinner, the king, with his brother 
]»tince Henry, and a numerous retinue, went to 
bunt in the New Foreft, where an 'event hap- 
pened which put an end to all the projeds of 

90 Onkric. Vital, p. 775. 

. Vol. V. £ this 
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AJy.tuKi. this rdllds and ambitious monarch. Towaixi» 
erening^ when the company wer^ difperfed • in 
purfuit of their game, a buck fuddenly fpringixig' 
between the king and one Walter Tjrrel, a 
French gentlemaa who excelled in archery, he 
difcbarged an arrow at him, which glancing onr 
a tree, flruck. his royal fiafter on the breaft, 
pierced his heart, and deprived him of life, almoft 
without a groan ^^ 
Hi« cht. Thus fell William Rufus, in the thirteenth 
raaer, y^j. q£ jjjg reign, and fortieth <rf his age, when 
h€ was in per&d h^th, in great proTperity, and 
full of fchemes for the enlargement oi his domi* 
nions, the increafe of his riches, and the grati- 
fication of his paffioQSr In his perfon he was 
flrong and adive,, of a fanguine complexion, red 
hair, a ftern and haughty afpe£):, with a (lam* 
mering in his fpeech, efpedally when he was 
angry. In his temper he was> ambitious, co» 
vetous, cruel, proud, and paifionate; a profiaine 
fwearer, and fcoffer at all religion; addided t9 
V^ine and women ; vain in his dre& ; delighting 
in the fociety of the loofe and profligate of both 
iexes. His great aftivity, bravery, and ikill in 
w^> would have been virtues, if they had not 
been employed in robbing his unhappy brother 
of his dominions, and in diflurhtng all his ne^* 
bours. To his Engliih fubje£l:s he was ungrate- 
ful and perfidious, violating all his pronsfes^ 

9> Chron. Saxon, p. 107. R. HoVeden, p. %$%, Heo* Hunt J, 7. 
p. 117. M. Paris, p. |7» W» MalmC p. 7 it 
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and trampling upon all their laws. To his fol- 'A.D.1100. 
(liers, and to^hofe who adminift^red to his plea^ *~'~"''~^^ 
fares, he was profufe of that money which he 
had extorted from his people by. the mod: op- 
prefHve arts. Ralph Flambard, a man of mean 
birth and mod abandoned charader, his greateft 
favourite, and the chief inftrument of his ty- 
ranny, was raifed by him to the higheft honours, 
being bifhop of Durham and chief jufUciary' of 
the kingdom ^V It is no wonder that a prince 
of this odious charade^ died ynlamented. As 
he was. never married, he left no legitimate 
children. 

. It is now time to take a tranfient view of fuch ^ fo™ a.d. 
of the civil and military tranfaflions of the a!d.i1oo. 
other Britifh nations as have not been already 
mentioned. 

. The civil and military hiftory of Wales in Hiftoryof 
that period which is the fubjed of this fedion, 
confifts entirely of the fucceffions of the petty 
*princes of its feveral diftrifb, their mutual wars 
aigainft each other, or their predatory incurfions 
into the Englifli territories. A minute detail of 
thefe unimportant events would be tedious; a 
general one would be unfatisfadory and unintel* 
ligible: k may be better therefore to refer fuch 
of our readers as defire to be more particularly 
informed^ to the work quoted below ^K 

9^ Ghrott. .S«xoB. p. 907, ftoS. W. Malmf. 1. 4. pafHiil. £acl« 
mcruty p. t4.. 4.7. Hen. Hunt. 1. 7, p. 117. 

*' Tbe Hiftory of Cambria, now called fyaUt, written in the 
Britiih language, translated by H. Lloyd, and contiaufd bjr D. 
Powel, D« X>. p, i04r-{^7« 
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A*v.to66, Malcolm III. furnaihed Canmorey or GreaUhead^ 
. ^'^ \^2A been peaceably feated on the throne of Scot- 
^'^^T of land, about nine years before the landing of 'Wil- 
liam duke of Normandy ; and during that tiine 
bad lived in peace, and even in- friendfliip, -with 
Edward the Confeffor, by whom he had been 
aflifted in recovering the kingdom of his an- 
ceftors from the ufurper Macbeth**. Many of 
the Englifli nobility, who had been engaged in 
the imfortunate battle of Haftings, or had been 
concerned in unfuccefsfal infurredions againft 
the Conqueror, fled into Scotland, and ixrere 
kindly received by Malcolm ; efpecially after 
his marriage with Margaret, fifter of Edgar 
Atheling, the favourite of the Englifh nation, 
and the true heir of the Englift crown. At the 
inftigation of thefe noble refugees, and in fup-* 
port gf the pretenfions of his brother-in-law, he 
made feveral inroads into England (the moft 
confiderable of which have been occafionally 
mentioned), which were retaliated by fimilar in* 
roads of the Conqueror and his fucceffor into 
Scotland. In confequence of a pacification made 
between William Rufus and Malcolm, in one 
of thefe incurfions, A. D. 1092, the king of 
Scotland the year after paid a vifit to the Englifli 
court at Glocefter ; but met with fuch haughty 
and ungracious treatment, that he returned home 
in difcontent, and raifed an army, with which 
he invaded England for the fifth time^*. This 

94> See vol. }• cb» !• p. 165. 

»» Chron. Saxon, p. 198, 199. R. HovedeD> p,.j66. 
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Vas a moft unfortunate expedition ; for king A.D.1066, 
Malcolm, with biis cldeft fon prince Edward, .^'^ . 
falling into an ambufh, were both killed, No- 
vember 13, A. D. 1093, ''^y Robert Mowbray 
earl of Northumberland, Queen Margaret was 
£0 much affeded with the melancholy news of 
the flaughter of her beloved huiband and fa- 
vourite fon, that Ihe died a few days after of 
grief* Malcolm, who was a brave and good 
prince, had, by his pious and an^iable confort, 
fix fons, viz. Edward, who was illain with hi» 
fiither ; Edmund, who embraced a religious life ; 
Ethelred, who died in his infancy ; Edgar, Alex- 
ander, and David, who were fucceffively kings 
of Scotland; and two daughters, viz. Matilda, 
who was married to Henry I. king of England ; 
and Mary, who was married to Euftace earl of 
j^iilogne. « 

The furviving fons of Malcolm being young ufurpation 
at the time of his death, and the rules of fuccef- Ba?nT&c^. 
fioa to the crown in Scotland being flill unfettled, ^c- 
it was ufurped by his brother Donald, fumamed 
Baan or the White; and the young princes Ed- 
gar, Alexander, and David, retired into Eng- 
land ; where they were kindly entertained by 
their mtatemal uncle Edgar Atheling. Donald 
is faid to have been raifed to the throne by that 
party among the Scots, who had been diffatisfied 
>vith the late king, for his great liberality to the 
JlngUfli exiles. In order to fupport himfelf in 
his ufurpation, he ceded the weilern ifles to 
ftlagnu3 king pf Norway, who ^ngage4 to affift 

E 3 him 
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A.D,To66, him agamft all his eoemies. This meafiire, with 

to IIOO. /./••• 

lome feverities exercifed againit thofe im) re- 
fufed to fwear fubmiffion to his audiority, foon 
raufed many malecontents, who invited Duncan^ 
natural fon of the lat^ king^ a brave warrior, in 
the fervice of William Rufiis, to come into 
Scotland, and attempt to dethrone the ufurper* 
Duncan complied with the invitation ; and 
coming, attended by fome Englifh troops, and 
being joined by all the friends of Malcolm and 
his family, Donald found himfelf too weak to 
make a fland, and retired into the weftem iiles 
about fix months after his acceilion. The great* 
nefs of the late conqueror of England had re-* 
fledted fo much honour on baftardy, in which he 
feemed to glory, that it was litdc or no obftruc-- 
tion to fucceffions; and Duncan was crowned 
king of Scotland, to the exclufion of the legi- 
timate fons of king Malcolm. But this prince 
having fpent his whole life in camps,, and being 
little acquainted with the condud of civil go- 
vernment, and delighting moft in the company 
of the Englifh and Normans, foon became un- 
popular, ' and was murdered by Malpeder earl 
of Mearns^ a friend of the late king Donald, in 
the caftle of Monteith, A. D. 1095. On the 
news of this event, Donald left his lurking- 
place in the ifles ; and, by the help of his par- 
tifans, and an army of Norwegians, once more 
took poffeflion of the crown of Scotland. But 
he did not long enjoy this fecond ufurpation. 
For Edgar Atheling, being fumifhed with a 

body 
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body of troops by Wlitiam Rufus, conducted A.D*to66. 
his nephew prince Edgar, the eldefl: tegidmate 
fon of the Izte king Malcolm^ into Scotland, 
about Michaelmas A. D. 1097, defeated the 
ufurper, took him pr^xier, and feated die young 
pjnce on the throne of his anceftors ^. 



SECTION IL 

^he civil and military hi/iory of Great Britain^ from 
the accejjton of Henry L A. D. iioo, to the ac^ 
cejfton of Henry XL A. D. 11 54. 

HENRY, the youngeft fon of Williara the A.D.iiod* 
Conqueror, was in another part of the Prince 
New Foreft purfuing his game, when his bro- ufur^the 
ther William was 'killed j and no fooner heard cj^o^n- 
of that event, than he put fpurs to his horfe, 
and galloped to Winchefter to feize the royal 
treafure, in order to ufurp the crown; a defign 
equally daring and unnatural, as he knew that 
his eldeft brother Robert, who had a better title, 
both by primogeniture, and by a folemn com- 
pafl: with the laft poffeflbr, ratified by the chief 
nobility, was alive, and on his return from the 
Holy Land, crowned with laurels. William de 
Breteuil, the keeper of the royal treafure, was 
alfo in , the field, and, fufpedting what might ' ^ 

9^ Chron. Saxon, p. 199. to6. Bochanan Hift. !• 7. p» 199. Boetb. 
Scot. Hill. ]. 11, p. 169. Fordun. Scot. Chron* 1. 5.c.»i— >a4. 
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A>P>iioo> happen^ rode to Winchefter with equal fpeed. 
At his arrival he found prince Henry demanding* 
the keys of the treafiiry, with many threats ; and 
boldly interpofed, declaring, that both the trea- 
fure and the crown belonged to Robert his elder 
brother, to whom both he and the prince lia^ 
fwom fealty, and that for his ufe he was deter- 
mined to keep what had been committed to hi^ 
charge. The prince, fenfible that if he^ failed in 
this attempt, he could not hope for fuccefs in 
his chief defign, drew his fword, and threatene(l 
. immediate death to any who ihould pppofe him ; 
and being fupported by fome nobles who efppufed 
h|s caufe, he got pofleflion of all the tr^ure ; 
with which he haftened to London, the capitsU 
of the kingdom '• Here, by great gifts, . and 
greater promifes, he made fo many friends, that 
he was crowned at Weftminfter by Maurice bi- 
ihop of London, on Sunday 5th Auguft, in lefs 
than three days after his brother's death \ So 
eager was he to feize the glittering prize, arid fo 
^vell had he employed his time, 
m^uret " Though Henry had thus obtamed the crown 
of king by his courage and celerity, he was fenfible that 
*"'^ ' he could not keep it without the aflfeftions of 
his people, to gain which he employed every 
imaginable art of popularity. He recalled An- 
felm archbifliop of Canterbury, the idol of the 

1 Orderic. Vitgl. p«7Sx. Simeon Dunelm. col. it^. R. deDkctOy 
C0K498. J. Drompt. col. 997. 
^ Simeon Dunelm. col. i»5« R. de DicetOi coh 498. 
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clergy, from his exile: he publiihed a royal AD.uo^. 
charter^ full of the moft captivating promifes of 
redreifing all the wrongs of the two preceding 
reigns, reviving the laws of Edward the Con- 
feifor, and graoting all the imm^unities that the 
greateft friends of Uberty and of their country 
could defire: he feized Ralph Flambard bifhop 
pf Durham, the detefted inftrument of his bro- 
ther's oppreffionsy and threw him into prifon ; 
and effedually tQ engage the hearts of the na« 
five Engliih, who were yet a diftind people from 
the Normans, he married the princefs Matilda, 
daughter of Malcolm Canmore, iifter of Edgar 
the reigning king of Scotland, and niece of 
Edgar Atheling. Belides all this, he banifhed 
from court all the profligate companions of his 
brother's pleafures, fet many prifoners of ftate at 
liberty, and remitted many debts that were owing 
to the crown \ By thefe means his government 
became very agreeable, efpecially to the cler^ 
and the common people, who felt a fenfible dif« 
ference between his mild adminiftration and the 
tyranny of the late reign. 

Henry foon found both the neceflity and an- A.D.noi^ 
vantage of his popularity, .For his injured bro- ?"sJf"JL** 
ther Robert returned from the Holy Land about Robert 
a month after his acceflion, was joyfully received ^^^ ^ 
by all his Norman fubjefts, and encouraged to at- mandy. 
tempt the recovery of the crown of England. 

3 M. Paris, p. 3S1 39. Chron. Saxoii* p. 20S, «09. W. Malmf* 
\, 5. p. S8. R» HovcdePi p. 169* 
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A.D.uot« To this he was alfo invited by Robert de Be. 
lefme earl of Shrewfbury and Arundel, and his 
two brothers Roger and Amulf, Wilibm de 
Warenne earl of Surrey, Walter Gifiiu'd, Yvo 
de Grentmefnil, and feveral other Englilh ba« 
rons, who promifed to join him with all their 
followers ^ He was further animated to this 
undertaking by the famous Ralph Flambard, 
who made his efcape out of the tower of Lou* 
don, ^ot over into Normandy, and became as 
great a favourite with Robert as he had been 
with Rufus^ Spurred on by refentment and 
ambition, and encouraged by the probability of 
fuccefs, Robert fpent the winter and fpring in 
making preparations for invading England. 
Henry was ftilh more adive in preparing for his 
defence, in which he was greatly aflifted by the 
clergy, and the common people, efpecially the 
native Englilh. Anfelm archbifliop of Canter* 
bury, to whom he paid great court, efpoufed his 
caufe with much warmth, attended him in all 
his motions, and confirmed many in his interefl, 
who were wavering, by threatening them with 
the wrath of heaven, and the thunders of the 
church, if they revolted. He even became 
furety for Henry, to the •barons of his party, 
that he would never break any of his promiTes, 
or revoke any of the liberties he had granted, 
and thereby kept them fteady in their attach- 
ment *• In the mean time Hei^ry fitted out a 

♦ Orderic. Vital, p. 785, 786. 5 Id, ibid. 

^ Eadmer. Hift. p. 59* 
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fleet to onufe on the coaft of Normandy; but A.Dnoi. 
the greateft part of the fliips were carried over ~^'"^^ 
to his brother by their commanders^. He alfo 
raifed an army, compofed chiefly of the native 
Englifli, with a few Norman barons and their 
followers, with which he marched to Pevenfey* 
about Midfumnier, imagining the invaiion would 
hkve been attempted at that place ; but hearing 
that Robert bad landed at Pordmouth, July 19th, 
and had been joined by his partizans, he direSked 
his march that way \' 

The two armies, at their approach, being ^^^^ ^ 
nearly equlil, and ftruck with mutual awe, flood Henry and 
fiu:ing each other feveral days without coming to ^* 
a£tion. This gave the archbifliop and fome ba« 
rons of both parties, who were anxious about 
the event of a battle, and defirous' of a peace, 
an opportunity of fetting a treaty on foot, which 
terminated in an accommodation on the following 
terms. Robert relinquiihed his pretentions to 
the crown of England for an annual penfion of 
three thoufand marks. All the barons of both 
parties were reftored to all their eftates and Ho- 
nours in Normandy and England. Henry gave 
up to Robert all the places which he held in 
Normandy; and it was ftipulated, that if ei- 
ther of the brothers died without legitimate male 
iflue, the other fhould fucceed to all his domi«» 



^ Chron. Saxon, p. 209. 

' Ord«ric. Vital. p« 787. Simeon Dunelm* cbL ia6i 
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A-D.i IP? . nions ^ This peace, according to the cuflotxi of 
thofe times, was guaranteed by twelve of the 
moft powerful barons of each party"*. After 
this pacification, both armies, were di{banded ; 
aiid Robert having fpent about two months with 
his brother in great feftivity, returned into Nor- 
mandy* 
A.D110:. Though the barons of Robert's party were 
^•"^y. refltored to their eftates in England by the late 

ruiDt the n 1 1 #• /• 

barons of treaty, they were not reilored to the favour of 
thcrspar* their fovereign, who fccretly refolved to em- 
^y^ brace the firft opportunity of accomplifhing their 

deftru£tion* He began with Robert de Bekfme • 
earl of Shrewfbury and Ai'undel, who was at 
once the moft powerful and moft difaifeded. 
That nobleman, after the late padficaticm, re« 
tired to his -eftates, and applied himfelf with 
great vigour tp th^ fortifying his old caftles, 
and building new ones; which furnifhed the 
king with a pretence to commence hoftilities 
againft him ; in which he was fo fuccefsful, that 
in a fliort campaign of three weeks, he took all 
his caftle$, and obliged him to retire into Nor. 
mandy ". Soon after his two brothers were alfo 
baniihed; and all the other barons who had 
joined Robert on his invafion, were, by various 
means, and under various pretences, either ruined 
or very mu(:h reduced ". 

9 Chion. S^xon.p. 209, 210. Orderic. Vital, p. 788. Mi Paris, 
p. 46. R.* Hovejlcn, p. 469, '« J. Bro/iipt. col. 99$. 

>> R* Hoveden, p. 269. ^^ Orcitric, Vital, p. S04. tot, 
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Thefe feverities exercifed towards his friends, A.D.noj* 
excited the mod violent emotions of anger in the Robert 
bofom of the honeft-hearted but imprudent ^>fi" 
Robert, \rho came into England to export ulate 
vnih his too artful brother on his breaches of their 
late treaty. But he foon found reafon to repeiit 
of this inconfiderate ftep. For though he was 
decently received, he obferved that he was care- 
fully watched in all his motions, which made 
him dread the lofs of his liberty, for which he 
had made no previous ftipulations. To extricate 
himfelf out of this dangerous /ituation, he re- 
iigned his penfion of three thoufand marks to the 
queen of England; on which he was permitted 
to retire, and returned into Normandy, covered 
with fhame, and tormented with vexa.tion at his 
own rafhnefs ^K 

Normandy, at this time, was a fcene of great a.d.iio^ 
confufion, through the indolence, imprudence, ^|^"^^j^^j ^ 
prodigality, and ill government of its fovereign, mandy, 
who had loft all authority. The great barons JunjjJV© 
made war againft each other, and defolated the EngltBd. 
country with fire and fword. This procured an 
invitation, from feveral Norman barons, to king 
Henry to come over, in order to put a flop to 
tbefe cc^ufions, and reftore peace to that un- 
happy country* He joyfully accepted of this in- 
vitation, ;^d went into Normandy about Mid- 
fummer, attended by a body of troops. At his 
. arrival he was waited upon by many of the greateft 

;i Orderic. Vital, p. So^. Cbron. Saxon* p* iii. * • 
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A>P*ifC4* Norman barons, who complained bitterly of the 
mifconduft of their own prince, and ixnplored 
his prote£tion. He received them in the kindeil 
manner, and, by his promifes and liberaliti^ 
gained them to enter into his views of depriving 
his unhappy brother of his dominions^ He had 
alfo an interview with Robert, in which be re« 
proached him, in very ftrong terms, for hk 
errors in government, and the miferies which be 
had thereby brought upon his country. In this 
interview be obtained from him the foverdgDty 
of the county of Evreux, and the homage of its 
count. Having thus humbled and weakened bb 
brother, ftrengthened his own party, and paved 
the way for the redu£lion of Normandy, he re* 
turned into England ^. 
A.D.1105, After fpending the winter in this kingdom. 
Ex edi. Henry raifed an. army in the fpring, vnth whic/i 
tioD into he paffed over to Normandy about . the . end of 
Nof-man* L^n^^ g^j being joined by the Norman barons of 1 

his party, he took the field, and proceeded to 
boftilities, under the hypocritical pretence of 
defending the churches from violence, and cor^' 
reding the diforders of the government '^ b 
this campaign he took the dty of Bayeux by 
ftorm, after a long fiege ; and had the city of 
Caen furrendered to him by the inhabitants : but 
meeting with a vigorous refiftance from the gar- 

>4 Orderic* Vital, p. Si^. 

15 Orderic. Vita), p. Si6« Simeon Dunelm. coU 919 • J* Brompt* 
coK iooi« 
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rifoa of Falaife^ and winter . approaching, he fi,j).itQS9 
raifed the fiege, and rttumed into England ; ^ ^^^^ ^ 
which was at this time grevioufly haraffed with 
exadlions of various kinds, to raife money for 
executing the king's ambitious prc]5e£b '^ 

The unhappy duke of Normandy, confdous a.d.ho^ 
of his inability to defend himfelf againft the king ^^^^l„^ 
of England, affifted by fo many of his own dif- Norman. 
' afefted fubjeds, paid a vifit to the Englifli court ^' 
this winter, in hopes of foftening his brother's 
heart by his expoftulations. But finding that 
thefe hopes were altogether groundlefs, he re- 
turned into Normandy, much diffatisfied with 
his reception, and determined to prepare for his 
defence *'• Henry fpent the fpring and - part of ' - 
the fummer of this year in England, regulatmg 
the afiairs of his kingdom, and making {Hrepara^ ' 
tions for the total reduction of Norm^idy ; into 
which he failed about the end of July, and in- 
Tefted the caftle of Tinchebray. The duke of 
Normandy, with the affiflance of the earl of 
Mortaigne, Robert de Belefme,. and fome other 
barons, had raifed a confiderable army, with 
which he advanced to attempt the relief of that 
importa^ place. This brought on a battle^ 
September aSth, which was fought with, great 
bra;very and dc^btful fuccefs for fome time ; but 
at lafl, by his fuperiority of numbers, and the 
vak>ur of the Englifli, Henry obtained a com- 
plete vi&ory, and took his brother Robert, 

f* Chron. Savon. p< a>** 5' Id. p» S13. 
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AJ>-ifo6* Edgar Atheling^ and many other noble perlbns^ 
prifoners*'. This vidlory determined the fete of 
Normandy, and the gates of all its caftles, toy^ms, 
and cities, were thrown open to the conqueror. 
In the caftles of Falaife he found William, the in- 
fant fon and heir of his brother, and committed 
him to the cuftody of Helie de St. Saen, who had 
married a. natural daughter of duke Robert. 
About the middle of O&ober, Henry held an 
afiembly of the prelates, barons, and military 
tenants of the duchy, at Lifieux, in which he 
refumed all the lands which had been granted by 
his brother, and made fome good regulations for 
preventing robberies, and reftoring order and 
good government "^ 
AJ>.tio7. Henry having completed the conqueil, and 
committ regulated the affairs of Normandy, conduded his 
^l^^^^^ captive brother, and other noble prifon«*8^ into 
ice. to England, in the fpring of this year. Determined 
*"*^"' to keep what he had acquired, he committed 
duke Robert, and his coufm and moft powerful 
friend the earl of Mortaigne, to prifon; nor 
could any Intreaty ever prevail upon him to fet 
either of them at liberty. The former, after a 
te<tious confinement of almoft twenty-eight years, 
died in the caftle of Cardiff in Glamorgaxifhire, 
A. D. 1134*°. The imbecility of Edgar Athe- 

i' Shiieon Danelin. col. S30. J. Bromjit. looa. Chron. Saxoiu 
p. %i4^ Orderic. Vital, p. 8.11 • 

tf Orderic. Vital, p. %%%. 

»• AnnaK Waverlien. p. 144. 15 >• VV. Malmf. I. 5. p. g^, 
M. Parii, p. 4a* c« i« 
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Ung procured him a milder fate: being fet at AJ>.tio7- 
liberty^ he retired into the country ; where he '~'^'~*~^ 
funk into fo great obfcurity, that the time and 
other circumftances of his death are not prefefved 
in hiftory ". , 

Henry I. was now in the zenith of his profpe- A.D.ti6S. 
rity, being in the prime of life, the richeft, the ^'L'"^* 
moOi r^fpe£led, and moft powerful prince in Eu- ther*t Con, 
rope ; and yet he was far from being happy. At from*^^ 
fome feafons he was tormented with remorfe for **«»ry. 
the injuries he had done his unhappy brother, 
though he was not difpofed to remove that remorfe 
by repairing thofe injuries, but by building 
abbeys, which fome of our monkifh hiftorians 
infinuate was the moft effeftual way of making 
peace with confdence **• His chief uneafinefs^ 
however, was occafioned by William, the infant . 
fon of Robert, who, he apprehended, might one 
.day find friends to enable him to aiTert his rights, 
.and take vengeance on him for his own and for 
•his father's fuflFerings. To prevent this, and get 
the perfon of the prince widiin his power, . he 
fent Robert de Beauchamp, with a body of horfe, 
.to furprife the caftle of St. Sa^, and feize the 
prince in the abfence of his guardian* But this 
plot mifcarried by the vigilance and fidelity of 
the fervants, who fled with their precious charge, 
and delivered him in fafety to his faithful guar- 
dian. , Henry was fo ungenerous as to confifcate 
all the eflates of Helie de St.Saen; which ob« 

«< W. Ma1mf.p,59. col. t. *• M. PMittp.4s> col.s. 
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aJ3 fio«. Kged that aobleman to wander from one court to 
another with his royal pupil, who was every 
where admired for the beauty of his perfon, and 
pitied for the feverity of his fate *^ 
A.1I1109. The fame of Henry's profperity, power, and 
!whter 'i<^h^> was fo great, that Henfy V. emperor c^f 
Matilda <Jermany, fent ambaffadors to demand his only 
daughter Maude, or Matilda, a princefs of eight 
years of age, in marriage. The treaty was foon 
concluded, the princefs was folemnly affianced, 
and her marriage-portion, raifed by a tax of three 
{hillings on every hide of land in England, was 
paid to the ambaffadors ; who conducted her die 
year after into Germany, to be educated in the 
Imperial court *^ 
/i.D.Titi, The effect of the intrigues of HeKe de St. Saen 
to HI 3. in favour of his pupil now began to appear; and 
fplndstwo feveral of the neighbouring princes difcovicred a 
years in difpofition to diveft Henry of his foreign domi- 
cJy. nions, which obliged him to make a voyage to 

the continent for their protection ,^^ He con- 
tinued in Normandy about jtwo years, conftantly 
.engaged in wars or negociations witji the king of 
France and Fulk earl of Anjou, vfbo had 
efpoufed the caufe of his oppreffed unhappy 
nephew prince Willijuji. The earl of Aiyo.u had 
cojiceived fo great an affeSion for tliat unfortu* 
nate prince, that he not only entertained him m 
his court, but pronrifed to give him his daughter 

*3 Orderic. Vital, p. Sj7, 838. *4 Chion. Saxon, p, aiSi ix^ 
«^ 0i4ciic. V^tiJ. p.j83«. 
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Sibylla in marriage. Henry, alarmed at thiS| -A.D.iui, 
employed various means to prevent the inteiided \,^— >^^;w 
match; and at laft, finding all others would be 
ineffediual, he propofed a marriage between one 
of the earl's daughters ^nd his own only fon^ 
prince William, the heir of all his dominions. 
This proved too ftrong a temptation to the earl 
of Anjou, who broke the contract between his 
4au^ter and William the fon of Robert, on pre>- 
tence of their cpnfanguinity ; and |mme£ately 
contraded another of his daughters, named 
Matilda, to William the fon of Henry, who 
flood exactly in the fame reladon. This contraS: 
produced a peace between Henry and the earl> 
which was loon after followed by a perficmal inter- 
view between the kings of France and England', 
in which all their diiputes were compromiied ^« 
The &ithful Heiie de St. Saen, feeing his pupil 
abandoned by his mofl powerful protedors, 
retired with him to the court of Baldwin earl of 
Flanders, where he was kindly received and 
entertained. 

Wmryf havkig diffipated the ftorm that a.d.iui, 
^reatenedhim in his foreign dQmfoio&s, returned p'j^/'^^/, 
into England in the month of July A. D. 1113, oftran- 
ZRd enjoyed an uneommQa degree of tranquiltity ^''^^^^^y* 
br fiare years, refiding fometimes in England and 
£[)nie^mes in Normandy, as his affiurs required. 
To fecure the fuccefCon of all his dominions to 
his only legitimate foi» prinqe William, w^s the 

^ Ordcfic. Viti4. p, fjS, 
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great objeft of his attention in this peaceful 
period. With this view he went over into Nor- 
mandy in the end of September A. D. ii i^4> 
and obliged all the prelates and barons of that 
country to fwear fealty, and do homage to his 
fon, as his heir and fucceffor in that duchy *^ 
He returned again into England in July A. D. 
II 15, and in the month of March, the yeai' after, 
held a great council of all the prelates, earls, 
and barons, of the kingdom, at Salifbury ; in 
which he acquainted them, that he was about to 
make a voyage into his foreign dominions ; and 
not knowing what might befall him there, he 
required them to take an oath of fealty to his fon 
as heir to the crown; with which reqtdfition aU 
the members of that affembly immediately! com- 
plied*'. After Eafter A. D. 11 16, he failed 
~ into Normandy, where he continued no lefs than 
four years *^ 

Notwithftahding all thefe precautions, Henry 
was (till jealous and apprehenfive that his 
nephew William might one day difpute the pof- 
feiiion of his dominions with himfelf, or the fuc- 
ceffion to them with his fon; to prevent^ which, 
he endeavoured to entice him to his court, by 
promifing to give him three earldoms in Eng- 
land, and to educate Inm with as much, care and 
tendernefs as his own fon. But that yoimg 

S7 Chron. Saxon, p. ai8. M. Paris, p. 45. col. », Hen. Hant. 
p. 1189 col. r. R. Hoveden, p, %ji» 
*♦ Eadmer. U 5. p, 1x7. Chron. dt Mailros, p. 164. 
^9 Chron. Saxon. p« »ao^ 2;pt 
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prince did not think it fafe or decent to put him- A.D.1113, 
felf into the hands of an uncle who had fupplanted *** ^'* ' 
his father in the throne of England, deprived 
him of the duchy of Normandy, and ftill detained 
him in prifon ^. 

The profperity which Henry had for fonxe time A.D.urg. 
pad enjoyed now began to be intermpted, and *" '"^' 
was fucceeded by a train of very great calami- deraey 
ties. On the firft of May this year he loft his '^^^^^^^ 
amiable and virtuous confort queen Matilda, and 
Robert earl of Mellent, his chief confident and 
moft faithful friend, died on the 9th of June^^. 
About the fame time feveral circumftances con- 
curred to excite a great number, both of foreign 
and domeftic enemies, to confpire againft Wm, 
and attempt his ruin. He had fecretly affifted his 
nephew Theobald earl of Blois, in a revolt againft 
his fovereign, Louis the Grofs king of France ; 
which fo much irritated that monarch, that he 
openly efpoufed the caufe of William, the fon of 
the captive duke Robert, and alfo prevailed upon 
the two potent princes, Baldwin earl of Flanders, 
and Fulk earl of Anjou, to declare in his 
favour^*. This formidable alliance againft 
Jlenry was much ftrengthened by the acceffion 
of Amaure de Montfort, the earls of Ew and 
Aumale, and many other Norman barons ; who 
having been difobliged by him^ or obliged by 
bis brother^ embraced the party of his nephew 



J» Orderic. Vital, p. 866* 
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A.D.Tiit, William". In a word, the difafedion of the 
a n^ii ip. j^Qfjjjan nobles became fo general, that he knew 
not whom to truft. Even Euftace earl of Bre- 
teuil, his own fon-inJaw, who had married Ju- 
liana, one of his natural daughters, joined the 
confederates '^ Befides all thefe open enemies, 
he was furrounded by fecrel traitors, wha be- 
trayed his fecrets and formed plots againft his 
life, on which a defperate attempt was made by 
his own daughter Juliana countefs of Breteuil, 
who difoharged an arrow out of a crofs-bo^v^ at 
her father's breaft ^K 
The con. In the midft of all thefe dangers and difficul- 
defcattd ^^^ Henry did not lofe his courage or prefence 
of mind. He preferved himfelf from his fecret 
enemies, by fleeping in his armour with his 
fword and fhield by his fide, and a guard of his 
mod . faithful . fervants watching in his apart- 
ment '*. At the beginning of the war, feeing 
himfelf unequal to his enemies in the field, he 
wifely kept on the defenfive, waiting for fome 
favourable events, and endeavouring to divide 
the confederates by his intrigues. Nor was it 
long before fome favourable events happened ; 
and his intrigues began to operate. Baldwin 
earl of Flanders, who was one of the braveft, 
moft powerful, and inveterate of his enemies, 
received a mortal wound in a Ikirmifli, of which 
he foon after died^^ He detached the earl of 

Jl Orderic. Vital. 1, n. p. 843. 3* Id. ibW. p. 84S. 
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Anjou from the confederacy, by foleioaiziiig tht A;D.iffi8, 
marriage betwcea hia fon prince William and the v** "'^* 
earl's daughter, in the month of June A- IX 
1 1 19; the delay of which had been the caufe 
of his difcontent^^ He gained over almofl all* 
the Norman barons who had revolted, by grant- 
ing them every thing they defired ; and the king 
of France faw himfelf deferted by all his allies. 
The conteft being now more equal, Henry boldly 
took the field j and hearing that the French had' 
formed the defign of furprifmg the caftle of 
Noyon, near Andeley, he marched towards that 
place, at the head of a body of five hundred 
horfe, and met the king of Fmnce on> the plaia 
of Brenneville, Jiear the caftle which he intended 
to furprife, at the head of four hundred of the 
fame kind of troops, 20th Auguft. A fierce 
encounter immediately enfued, in which prince 
William, fon of duke Robert, who led the van- 
guard of the French, difplaycd great valour, 
broke the firlt ranks, and penetrated to bis uncle, 
who received two blows on the head from Wil- 

• 

liam Crifpin, a valiant knight, and was only 
faved by the goodnefs of his helmet. The 
French did not fecond the firft attack with equal 
bravery. The party who made k wae almofl 
all taken prifoners ; and prince William, who 
commanded it, being unhorfed, made his efcape* 
with much difficulty. The King of France, 
obferving this difafler, and dreading to fall into 

3* Orderic. Vital, p. 851. 
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A»D.iiig, the hands of his enemy , fled with great precipi- 
v_jr-,rxj tation to Andeley, where he arrived under the 
conduct of a peafant, having loft his way in a 
wood, and been feparated from all his troops. 
This battle was more famous for the quality of 
the combatants (two kings, two princes, and 
many noblemen of the firft rank being engaged 
in it), than for the flaughter, as only three 
knights were killed. This was owing to their 
being clad in complete armour, and more intent 
on taking prifoners to enrich themfelves with 
their ranfom, than on ihedding blood''. Not 
long after this battle, the pope, Calixtus IL 
coming into France, mediated a peace between 
the two monarchs, which was concluded in the 
beginning of the next year on thefe conditions ; 
-^— That all the caftles that had been taken on 
both fides fhould be reftored; and all prifoners 
fet at liberty ^* 
A.D.iiao. Henry fpent the greateft part of this year in 
Prince Normaudy, extinguifhing every fpark of dif^ 
.drowned affeftion, and fecuring ftill farther the fuccefllon 
in return. q{ j^jg bclovcd fon Cabout which he was exceed* 

mg from - , ' ^ 

Norman- ingly anxious), by making the nobility renew 
^' their oaths of fealty to him as his fucceffor^'. 

He invited fuch of the Norman b^irons as bad 
adhered to him in his late diftrefs to accompany 
him into England, to receive the rewards of their 
fidelity j which greatly fwelled his t^rain, as welt 

39 Orderic. Vita], p, 853, S541 855. 
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as occafioned fome delay. At length all things AD."*©- 
being in readinefs for the voyage, the king em- 
barked at Barfleur, 25th November, towards 
evening, and failed for the Englifli coaft, where 
he arrived the next morning. One of the fined 
veflels in the fleet, called the White Ship^ was 
allotted for prince William and his retinue, 
which was very numerous, confifting of all the 
young nobility. The prince being detained a 
little after his father, ordered three caflcs of wine 
to be given to his (hip's creW, with which they 
made too free, and were many of them intoxicated 
when they failed about the clofe of day. Thomas 
Fitz-Stephen, the commander, having promife4 
to the prince to overtake the reft of the fleet^ 
crowded all his fails, as well as plied his oars, 
Bu^ when the ibip was pai&ng through the water 
with great velocity, flie fuddenly ftruck upon a 
rock, called the Catte-raze^ with fuch violence, 
diat ihe ftarted feveral planks, and almof): over-> 
fet. In a moment all was terror, uproar, and 
confiifion. The boat was immediately let down, 
the prince and fome of the prime nobility put 
into it } and having got clear of the fhip, might 
have reached the (hore, which was at no great 
diftance. But the prince was fo much affeded 
with the fhrieks of his natural fiiler the countefs 
of Perche, that he commanded the boat to put 
hack to take her In, and fave her life. As jfoon 
as the boat approached the fhip, where defpair 
)i^4 .deftroy^d all 4iftin£Uons of rank^ fuch mxxh 

titude$ 
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A.D.riie>. titudes poured into it, that it inftantly funk, and 
all on board it pcrifhed. In a word, of three 
hundred perfons on board this (hip, of which about 
fifty were failors, eighteen werie ladies of the firft 
rank, the reft, befides the prince, and his natural 
brother Richard, were young noblemen and 
gentlemen and their necelTary attendaints, only 
one man efcaped with life, to defcribe this 
moMrnful fcene. This was one Bertoud a butcher 
of Rouen, who being a ftrong man, and warmly 
clothed, climbed to the top of the maft, which 
enabled him to keep his head above water j 
where he continued all night, and Wa's taken op 
next morning by fome fifliermen. The report of 
this deplorable difafter reached England the day 
after, but was carefully concealed from- Henry 
for three days, who was all that time in a ftate of 
the moft tormenting anxiety about the fafety of 
his darling fon. At length, when the fecret 
could be no longer kept, and none of the cour- 
tiers would confent to be the meffenger of ,fuch 
ill news, a boy, properly inftrufted, came in all in 
tears, and falling at the king's feet, told him in 
few words, that the prince, and all 6n board the 
White Ship, were loft.- The ftout-.hearted Henry 
was fo thunder-ftruck with this dreadful news, 
that he ftaggered, funk on the floor, and fainted 
away ; in which ftate he continued a considerable 
time. When he recovered from his faint, he 
broke out into the bittereft lamentations, de- 
fcribing the good qualities and great anions of 

his 
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feis two fons, and of the young nobles who had A.D.nia. 
perUhed with them ^*. ''^''"^*^ 

When Henry had given vent to the violcaice of a.d.i^h, 
his grief, he gradually refumed his ufual fortitude, J^^"J[^** 
and applied to bufinefs with his wonted ardour, marriage. 
The death of fo many great perfonages^ who 
perifhed with his fon, put it in his power to reward ^ 
his furviving friends beyoiid their expeftations, by 
putting fome of them Into vacant offices, and 
marrying others to rich heireffes or wealthy 
widows ^\ But his chief concern was about aij 
heir to his dominions ; as his only legitinlatd 
daughter, Maude the emprefs, was in a diftant 
country ; and the want of an apparent heir might 
tevive the hopes of his nephew William, of 
whom he was always jealous, and might give 
occafion to revolts. 'To prevent thefe inconv6- 
niencies, he refolved to enter into a fecond mar- 
riage, and executed that refolution with {o much 
celerity, that he was married at Windfor, ipth 
January A. D. iiai, to Adelais, daughter of 
Godfrey earl of Lovaine, a lady of great beauty, 
who was folemnly crowned queen the day after ill 
the fame place "**. But this marriage proving 
unfruitful, did nol anfwer his cxpeftations, nor 
prevent the mifchiefs which he apprehended. 

Though Henry had reduced his foreign domi- A.D.iTir. 
nions to a ftate of great tranquillity and fubjec- ^**^„"*^* 
tion in his late expedition, they did not continue deracy 

again ft 

♦» Orderic. Vital, p. 868, 869, 870. W. Malmf. 1. 5. p. 94. fg*"^!. 
<o1, !• Hen<Ht)nU 1. 7. p. %!$. coI« i« R. Hovcden. p. 27^. 
♦i Ordtric. Vita*, p. 870, ♦^ Eadmcr. 1.6, p, 136, T37. 
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A.D.IX1I, long in that condition. The Norman barons, 
*'''"^* being freed from their oaths of fealty to a fuccef- 
for, by the death of the prince to whom they h^d 
been given, began to caft their eyes towards 
William the fon of Robert (whom they always 
loved and pitied), and to form plots in his favour. 
Some of thofe in whom Henry repofed the 
greateft confidence, and on whom he had beftowed 
the greateft favours, joined in this confpiracy ; 
particularly Gualeran earl of Mellent, and his 
brother Robert, the fons of the late earl of Mel- 
lent, his greateft favourite. The confpirators 
were much encouraged by the acceflion of Folk 
earl of Anjou, who once more embraced the in- 
tgreft of the unfortunate William, and renewed 
the contrad of marriage between him and his 
daughter Sibylla. This confpiracy was con- 
duced with great fecrecy for fome time; but at 
length it was difcovered by the king of England ; 
who afted on this occafion with his ufual fpirit, 
and was attended with, his ufual , good fortune. 
Having appointed Roger bifhop of Salift)ury 
regent of the kingdom, he failed from Portf- 
mouth on the week after Whitfuntide A. D. 
1123, with a confiderable jfleet and army, arrived 
fafe in Normandy; and falling upon the con- 
fpirators before their plot was ripe for execution, 
be took feveral of their caftles, and gained other 
advantages. On the ^5th March A. D. 1124, 
William de Tancarville, the king's chamber- 
lain, had the good fortune to furprife the earl of 
Mellent, Robert his brother, the earl of Evreux, 

'3 an4 
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and almoft all the chief confpirators, as they A.i).ii»t» 
were riding carelefsly between Beaumont and >^J'^ . 
Vatteville, and took them all prifoners. This 
turned the fcale entirely in favour of the king; 
and all the other barons who had been concerned 
in the revolt, haftened to make their peace with 
him on the bed terms they could procure. The 
earl of Ahjou, feeing his confederates cruflied, 
was alfo reconciled to him, confenting to the 
diffolution of the contrafl: between prince Wil- 
. liam and his daughter ; who, though they had 
been twice cont rafted, were never married. 
That ever unfortunate prince, beholding all his 
expeftations blafted, returned again to the court 
of France ; where he was foon after married to 
the queen's fifter, and received with her the 
countries of Pontoife, Chaumont, Mante, and 
Vexin Frangois, which' enabled him tb make 
fome feeble attempts upon Normandy, and ob- 
liged the king to continue fome time longer 
abroad for its defence ^K 

While Henry refided in Normandy, his fon- A.D.cia6. 
in-law, the emperor Henry V. diedi and his '^^^ ««- 
widow (havmg had no children) returned to her Mawded*- 
fether's court, and was condufted by him into ^^^^^^ 
England, a little before Michaelmas A.D. 1126. Henry. 
As there was now little probability of his having 
any children by his prefent queen: the emprefs, 
of whom he had always been very fond, became 



^ Orderic, Vital, p. 876«— 8S4.. Chron. Saxon. p« «i3— ajo. M. 
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ihe objed of all his hopes and cares ; aod he 
was ardently defirous of fecuring to her the fuc- 
teilion of his dominions. With this view, he 
held a great council of all the prelates and nobles 
of the kingdom at Chriftmas, and engaged them 
to fwear fealty to his daughter, as his fucceflbr, 
in cafe he fliould happen to die without a legiti- 
mate fon, or fons ; and his nephew Stephen, who 
afterwards ufurped the crown, was the firfl: of the 
laity (except the king of Scotland) who fwore on 

this occasion ^. 
A.D.I 117. ij^ the Iprmg of this year the king of England 

prefs^con. reccivcd the difagreeable news of the murder of 

T^dft ^^^ friend Charles the Good, earl of Flanders, 

fonoVthe and of the fuccei&on of Willjam his elder bror 

Aniou. therms fon to that great earldom. Though Henry 

was a prince of uncommon fortitude, there were 

two perfons whom he always dreaded; his ne» 

phew William, on account of the juilice of his 

pretenfions to his dominions, and Fulk earl of 

Anjou, on account of his power, and vicinity to 

Normandy. He had been at infinite pains to 

prevent an intimate connexion between thefe two 

princes ; and now that he*more than ever dre;4de4 

their union, in order tp prevent it eSbduaJtly, b^ 

propofed a marriage betweien his c^ly l^timat^ 

i:bil4» th^ ^mprefs Maude, and Geoffrey d^ 

earl's eldeft ion. This advantag)eous propQfi^ 

w;^ joyfully embraced both by the earl and his 

fon : the emprefs was fent over ^ to Normandy, 

«« W. Malmf. Hiftoriv Noyells, I u 

under 
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* 

under the conduct of Robert earl of jGloceiler, A^.uty 
in the fummer of this year, and the king ar* 
xived kitbe iaine country im 26tfa Auguft fol- 
lowing '^'^ 

All preliminaries being fettled, the nuptials of A.D.uxS* 
idle emprefe with G3eo&:ey Maitel prince of An^ frinw**^ 
iouj were celebrated with great magnifioence at wiiiiam 
Rouen, on the odaves of Whkfuntide, in die ncpijcw. 
|)refeaGe of th^ jking of England and the .^rl of 
.Anjou. ilenry, jMnong other arts which he had 
.-e^lployed t9 :diiftr/efs hi^ :Untea5)py ivepiiew, «id 
pit it oint of Ms pf>w^ Ap afiert liis rj|ght to hk 
i^Qtminiojij, hjkd jWri:e4 jup Thierry landgrave of ' 
Alfafie to lay gjmfi iQ tk^ estrldom of Flanders. 
Tikis occ^fjonod fL yfa^ betweien thefe two princes, 
JMPi wdhidi WjUiwn yvas viftorious; but in a tsl- 
j^stg ikiisiniifii, ji^ joeoeived a wo^nd in the hand, 
which jhroughjt pu . a jgooniUficad^Qn, ^ wfaidb he 
-died in Jthe abbey .of :St^ B&rm^ Jiuly 27th. In 
Us laft imonoieincs he ^wrote a ]^ti£!c to his uxide 
Henry, beg^aa^ bis pa^^don for all the trouble 
be hud given hw, and eani^y, intre^ting his 
favour fpf his Jfeithful gnnajrdm Helie de Sl 
iSaen, md a few otj^r friends wbo had adber^ 
.to Uta m all his fortunes ^^ The deaA of this 
iDmve and amiable prince, who had ftruggled 
with adver&y &om his cradle to his grave, put 
an end to all liie i^^ and dang^s of his ambi^ 

47 Chron. Saxon, p.^^o. W. Malmf. Hift. Noveh I. i. Hen. 
Hunt. ).7. 

^* Orderic. Vital* p. 88 5> 886« M. Paris^ p. 4.9>co]» i. W.Qt^ 
Aicictny J. f . €• i6i 
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ji.D.ti%t. tiouis uncle, who thencefotward enjoyed a profound 

peace. 
A.P.I i29» Henry having fpent the former part of this 
to 1136. year in Norihandy, in receiving the fubmiflions 
^th!* ^f ^^^ barons who had revolted, and reftoring 
them to their eftates, came over to England in 
harveft, and refided here about a year in great 
tranquillity. The emprefs Maude being now 
the great objed of his aSedion, he made a 
voyage to the continent about Michaelmas 
«A. D. 1 1 30, to pay her a vilfit ; and that he 
might enjoy the pleafure of her company, in 
which he very much delighted, he brought her 
with him into England at Midfummer A. D. 
1 1 3 1 , and held a great council of the prelates 
and nobility in September, at Northampton, 
Dt^here he engaged them all to renew their oaths 
of fealty to her as his fucceffor in the throne ^. 

Soon after this, the emprefs returned to her hu£> 
band, and Henry remained in England all this 
and the fucceeding year. The unfruitfulnefs of 
his daughter's marriage had for fome time been 
his chief uneafinefs, and this was at lad removed 
by the agreeable news of her being delivered of 
a fon, at Le Mans, in March A. D. i>i35« 
Tranfported with joy at this event, he celebrated 
his Eafter with great feftivlty at Oxford, where 
all the nobility fwore fealty once more to the 
emprefs, and alfo to her infant fon named Henry **. 

*9 Chron^ Saxoii. p. «35, 236. Annal. Wavcrlien. p. 150, i$u 
*• Ypodigma Neuftria, p. j^^^ R. dc DicetOj col» $$• 
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Being defirous to embrace his daughter, hdw A.D.tii9^ 
more endeared to him than ever, h0 fet fadl for t^^^w- 
Normandy 7th Auguft^ from whence he nevei* 
returned into this kingdom, thotigh he furvited 
three years and fome months. The emprefs wa& 
delivered of a fecond fon A.D, 11 34, and of 
a third the year after; and the aged king be- 
came fo doatingly fond of his daughter and h^i 
children, that he could not leave them, thorigb 
he was much difpleafed with the impatient anvi 
bition of his fon-in-Iaw. At laft, having fpenC 
,the day, November 25th, in hunting in the foA 
reft of Lyons, and fupped plentifully that even- 
mg on lamprees, his favourite difli, he wai 
feized with a fever in the night, of which hd 
died on Sunday, December i ft, A. D. 1135, iff 
the fixty.feventh year of his age, and thirty-lixthJ 
of hia reign ^\ 

Henry I. was in his perfoh of middle ftattirej Hi* chau 
ftrong and well-made, his hair brown and bufliy^ " ^^ 
his eyes ferene, and his countenance agreeable^ 
He had excellent natural parts, improved by si 
learned education, vrhkh procured him the fur«i 
name of Beauderc^ or the Fine fcholar^ znd. madek 
him very famous for his eloquence. In his hu* 
mour he was facetious, and in his dep<^rtmenf 
affable* He was unqueftiohaWy the greateft ge* 
neral and wifeft politician of the age in which be 
fiourifhed, and to this he was miuch indebted iM 

• 

51 Chron. Saxon* p. 137. Orderic. Vital, p, 901* AVt Malmd 
Hill. Navel. 1. 1, M, Pani> |>» 50^ 
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"^^jP'^I'* ^^* fucccfs and pr^fperity. His moft commend* 
wmmm^'ml^ ablc qualitjes were, his tender afFeftion for his 
children, *— his courage, — diligence, — activity ^— 
and ftriftnefs in the adminiftration of juftice, 
though this lad degenerated fometimes into 
cruelty. His greateft vices were his lewdnefs, 
avarice, and ambition : which were all exceifive ; 
as appears from the number of his natural chil-* 
dren, of which he had fix fons and feven daugh* 
ters ;— from his oppreffive taxes, and great trea- 
fures;— and from his ufurping the kingdom of 
England and duchy of Normandy ^\ 
Stephen Henry, in the laft years of his life, had been 

earl of ^t great pains to fecure the fucceffion of his do- 
ttiurpsthe minions to his only legitimate daughter Maude 
the emprefs, and her children. With this view 
he had engaged all the prelates, nobles, and 
great men, of England and of Normandy, to 
take folemn and repeated oaths to maintain that 
fucceffion; and they had done this with the 
greateft appearance of cheerfulnefs and cor- 
diality, efpecially after the death of prince Wil- 
liam, his eldeft brother's fon. But all thefe 
precautions were in vain. This was the age of 
fuccefsful ufurpations. No fooner was Henry's 
death made known, than a bold ufurper ftarted 
up, who, to the aftonifhment of all the world, 
in violation of every right,— of his own moft 
folemn oaths, — and of the ftrongeft ties of gra- 
titude, mounted the empty throne, and feized 



crown. 
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the crown. This was Stephen earl of Boulogne^ A.D 11199 
fecond furviving fon of Stephen eai-1 of Blois^ 
and of Adela daughter of William, the s Con-, 
queron" He was indeed one of the nephews of 
Henry I. but had no ftadow of right to his fuc- 
ceffion while his daughter Maude, her three fons^ 
and his own elder brother Theobald earl of Blois^ 
were alive. He had profeffed himfelf fo zeaU 
.cus an afferter of the rights of the emprefe 
Maude, that he had a violent conteft with the 
king's natural fon Robert earl of Glocefter, fo^ 
the honour of being the firft of the laity in taking 
the oath to fupport the fuccefHon of that prin« 
cefs to the throne". Being a younger fon of 
no very opulent family, he had been indebted 
for all his wealth and power to the munificence 
of his uncle Henry, who had given him the 
earldom of Mdrtaigne in Normandy, the for- 
feited eftate of Robert Mallet in this kingdom^ 
and at lail procured him the marriage of h/» 
niece, the princefs Matilda, the only child of 
Mary of Scotland, his. queen's fifter, and of £u* 
ftace earl of Boulogne, In whofe right he en* 
joyed that earldom, and all the great eftates of 
the family in England ^^ But ambition ren* 
dered Stephen regardlefs of all obligations, af 
well as blind to all the dangers and difficulties 
of gaining and .keeping a crown to which be had 
no title. The improbability and impudence of 

1 W. MUmC. HiA. K«Td. 1. 1. M W. Qtnitkvi, 1. 7, c. 34< 
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Stephen's . Stephen was at Bouk>gne when he heard of his 
♦oronatioB. ^^y^,^ j^^^,^^ ^^ f^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ haftcncd into 

Ehglatidi When he arrived at Dover, the in- 
habitants, fttfpe^ng hi^ intention, fhut their 
gates ag^nft him, and he met with a iimilar re^ 
pulfc at Canterbury. Not difcouraged with thefe 
unfavourable beginnings, he proceeded to Lon- 
don ^ where he was received by the lower kind 
of citizens, among v^hom he was very popular, 
with the loudeft acclamations**. There were 
two perfons ill England at this time without 
whofe confent it was hardly poffible for any one 
to mount the throne. Thefe were, William 
Corboil archbifhop of Canterbury, and Roger 
bifliop of Salllbury, chief jufticiary and regent 
of the kingdom. Though both thefe men had 
been raifed by Henry to the highefl honours, 
tod had been the moft forward in taking the 
oaths of fealty to his daughter Maude ; yet Ste* 
phen gatned them to embrace his intereft, by the 
alfiftahce of his brother Henry bifhop of Win- 
chefter, and by artfully adapting his temptations 
fo their tempers^ William was a confcientiotrs, 
but, a weak a:nd credulous man; and therefore 
he made one of his creatures, Hugh Bigod, t& 
pkt a folemfi oath before Mm, that he had 

51 Anrtsl. Waverlicn* p. T52. 
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heard the late king, on his dei^h-bed, ^illnherit A.p.it«9^ 
his daughter Maud^, abfolv^e his fubjeds frpQi ^ ^ * 
their oaths, and declare earl Stephen hi^ Xuc« 
ceiTor^^ A moft impudent and ihamelefs per-» 
jury ! For Henry, with his ijift breath, had ap- 
pointed his daughter to Aicceed him in all his 
dominions in the hearing of five earls and many 
other nobles*'. To thp bifliop of Salifbury^ 
whofe avarice and ambition were infatiable, h^ 
promifed every thing he chole to aik for himfelif 
or his friends^ without any intention to perform 
what he promifed ^^ Having by tl^fe artg 
gained thefe two great prelates^ he was fo^ 
lemnly crowned' and anointed king at We()> 
minder, by the archbifliop, on December a ad* 
At this ceremony there were only two . other bi- 
Ihops, thofe of Winchefter and Salifbury, not 
one abbot, and but very few of the fecular ba- 
rons prefent*". By the affiftance alfo oF hi^ 
brother, Henry of Winchefter, he got poffefliop 
[ of the late king's treafures in that city, coi\* 
fifting of one hundred thoufand pounds in mq- 
ney, befides plate and jewels to an immenfe v^« 
lue. With this treafure he bribed many pf the 
clergy and nobility to violate their oaths, an4 
come over to his party, and took into his pay 
W army of foldiers of fortune, with which all 
the countries of {lurope abounded at tha^t 

57 M. Paris, p. 5T. Gefta'R. Stephsn* p« $%g» 
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A.'D.irs^. The friends of the emprcfs Maude were fo 
Sk^henV aftonifhed at this unexpected revolution, that 
ari^ofpo. they remained (ilent and motionlefs, being de- 
P*"7' ftitute of a head or leader. For the emprefs, 
and her hulband Geoffrey Plantagenet, were in 
Anjou ; and Robert earl of Glocefter, the late 
king's natural fon, the moft virtuous, wife, and 
powerful nobleman of their party, was in Nor- 
mandy, executing fome parts of his father's laft- 
wiil. Thefe circumftances gave Stephen an op-t 
portunity of increafing the number of his adhe- 
rents, which he improved to the beft advantage. 
He had fworn at his coronation whatever the 
prelates and nobles who were prefent pleafed to 
didate, and conifirmed what he had fworn by a 
charter, which he ratified and enlarged in a great 
council held at Oxford in the beginning of this 
year, which gained him piany friends^*. He 
pernlitted the clergy to annex this condition to 
their oaths of fealty, ** That they would keep 
their oaths as long as the king fupported the 
vigour of difcipline j'* or, in other words, as 
long as he allowed thein to rule as they pleafed ; 
and he obtained a Confirmation of his eleftion 
from the pope ; which two things brought over 
all the clergy to his fide*^ To the fecular no- 
bility he denied nothing that they pleafed to afk ; 
and in particular, allowed them all to fortify 
(their caflles. A moft pernicious grant, which 
was produdive of infinite ipilchiefs Jo, the co^n- 






"»» W' HfmiPgfrrd, c. 57. *' R. HagttlAad, p. J13, (14. 
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try! With the common people, and with the AD.in^. 
lower citizens of London, he ingratiated himfelf ~*^'^^ 
by his condefcending deportment, and a certain 
jocular humour, very pleafmg to them, and of 
incredible advantage to him on this occafion^* 
But, notwithftanding all thefe arts, this daring 
Tifurpation involved the author of it, his friends, 
his family, and his country, in many great ca-* 
lamities. • 

David king of Scotland was the firft who ap- Stephen 
peared to fupport the caufe of the emprefs his ^^crwith 
niece, by entering England with an army, in i>«vid 
vindication of her rights. He took Carlifle and scofund. 
Newcaftle, and ov£r-run the counties of Cum- 
berland and Northumberland ; but being joined 
by a few of the Englifh barons, he entered into a 
negotiation with Stephen, wh6 had arrived in 
the north at the head of an army in the begin- 
ning of Lent. This negotiation terminated in a 
peace^ by which Stephen ceded the county of 
Cumberland and city of Carlifle to the king of 
Scots, granted the earldom of Huntingdon to 
prince Henry his eldeft fon, and promifed riot 
to difpofe of the earldom of Noithumberland 
till he had examined the pretenfions of that 
prince, who claimed it as grandfon and heir of 
Wakheof, the laft Anglo-Saxon earl \ 

Robert earl of Glocefter fpent the firft part of i^ri of 
this year in Normandy in a ftate of great per- fubmiu to 

Stephen* 

^4 W. Malmf. Hift. Novel. 1. 1* p. |os« Col« s. 
41 W. Hemingford, c. 59, 

C 4 plexity. 



SB HISTORY OF BRITAIN. Book Ilf, 



4C 



A.v,u%6. pkxity. He was firmly attached to the 

of his fifler Maude, by mcUnation as well as by 
his oaths ; but he foon became fenfible, that iui<^ 
iefs he fubmitted, in appearance at leaft, to Ste- 
phen, he muft relinquifh all his great eftates in 
England, and with them his power of promoting 
the caufe which he had fo much at heart. After 
long deliberation, he complied with Stephen's 
invitation, came over to England at Eafter, and 
took the path of feaky ; but with this remarkable 
condition annexed, " Th^t he (hould be no longer 
*' bound to keep this oath than the king kept all 
his engagements to him and maintained bini 
in all his rights and liberties^:'* a condition 
(fays -a cotemporary hiftorian) which he well ktk&vf 
the king would aiot long obferve % 

A.D.1137. xhe emprefs and her huiband were as unfortu? 

obtain" nate in Normandy as they had been in England, 

Normanr xhi^ ^as partly owing to the hereditary hatred 
which had long fubfift^d between the Normanj^ 
•and Anjouviues, and partly to the defire qf the 
Norman barpns to be under the fame foverei^ 
with the Engliih, that they might enjoy their 
' cftates in England. As foon therefore as thefe 
barons heard that Stephen had taken poffeffion of 
the throne pf England, they invited him to come 
pver and affume the fovereignty of their duchy, 
After the pacification with the king of Scots, 
an4 the fubmiffipn pf fhe pdj\ of .Glocefter, bg 

f7 W. Maimf* Hift. NoTcU U u p« lOft* col, i« 
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found himfelf at liberty to comply with that ior A.D.iijTt 

-vitation, and made a voyage into Normandy 

about the middle of Lent this year ^\ Soon ' 

;5LfteF his arrival in that country, he had an in^ 

tervicw with Loui3 le Jeune king of France; 

.•with whom he had formed an alliance, by contraft- 

ing his fon prince Euftace to the princefs Con-^ 

ilahtia the lifter of that king, who granted the 

fnveftiture of Normandy to his future brother^ 

fn-Iaw. Stephen fpent the reft of this fummer 

in oppofing the attempts of Geoffrey of Anjou, 

who had invaded Normandy, and at laft con- 

frluded a truce with that prince for two years, 

engaging to pay him an annuity of five thoufand 

marks. 

After this king Stephen employed his forces in Stephen 
reducing fome caftles, which were the haunts of in'hiTj? 
robbers; but was much retarded in his progrefs r*^"^J| 
by the violent animofities that arofe between his «^ari of 
Norman forces and the ' mercenary troops he had * '* 
brought with him put of England under the 
command of William d*Ypres, a famous ad- 
venturer of thofe times ; who alfo engaged him 
in another affair, in which he acquired no ho- 
nour^. Robert earl of Glocefter had remained 
^bout a year in England, endeavouring >vith 
great art, and the moft impenetrable fecrecy, to 
form a party among the nobility in favour of 
$he empress; and then failed into Normandy to 
profecute the fame defign. William d'Ypres 

^f Hen. Hnntt 1. S« p. aaiu ^f Qrderic. Vital, p. 909, 9^0. 
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A'V.tJsj. advifed Stqphen, who fufpeftcd that the earl was 
engaged in fuch intrigues, to feize bis perfon, 
' and formed a plot for that purpofe. But Ro- 
bert having received a hint of this plot, kept 
at a diftancc from the court, though often in- 
vited, which convinced the king that his defign 
was difcovered. Dreading a rupture with the 
evl at this time, whofe power and popularity he 
well knew, with much difficulty he procured aa 
interview, in which he made many apologies for 
what was paft, and took a folemn oath, in the 
prefence of the archbifhop of Rouen, '* That 
** he would never again form any defign againft 
** the perfon or liberty of the earl." Robert af- 
fefted to be fatisfied ; but knew Stephen too welj 
to repofe any confidence in his oaths '^ 
ii.T>.ii3«. King Stephen, without having been able to 
SptiaTd? compofe the diforders in Normandy, found it 
abfolutely neceffary to return to England, 
where ^U tilings were falling into confufiop. 
Pavid king of Scots had invaded Northumber- 
land, to which his fpn prince Henry had a 
claim ; but being a pious prince and much un- 
der the influence of the clergy, he was prevailed 
upon, by Thurftin archbilhop of Yt^rk, to delay 
the profecution of his fon's pretenfions till the 
king's return^'. Stephen rejeQied the demands 
of thi? Scotch ambafladors; at which David was 
fp much offended, that he entered Northumbcr- 

7o W. Malmf. Hift. Novel. 1. a. p. i»^, 
ii K. Haguillady fubann. if 37* 

land 



Ch.i.§2. CIVIL AND MILITARY. 91 

Isind in the beginning of this year, with an army, A*D.if it. 
"w^hich committed the mod cruel ravages, burn- '^"'"*^' 
ing all the towns, villages, and churches, and 
fparing neither men, women, nor children. 
Thefe cruelties were chiefly perpetrated by the 
Gallowideans, who were too ferocious to fubmit 
to difcipline. The king of England hearing of 
thefe devaftations, marched into the north at the 
head of a great arniy, and, upon the Scots re* 
tiring, purfued tbena as far as Roxburgh. While 
the two armieg lay facing each other near* that 
place, Stephen difcovered fuch fymptoms of dif* 
afie£i:ion among his own troops, that he did not 
think it prudent to rilk a battle, but returned 
into the fouth, where his affairs hs^d taken an un- 
favourable turn ^*. 

Robert carl of Glocefter had never been fa- Confedc* 
tisfied in his own mind with the oath of fealty ga^a stt* 
that he had taken to Stephen j and having con- P^^"* 
fulted many elergytnen, and even th^ pope him- 
felf ; and they having aU declared, that he was 
bound to obferve the former oath that he ha4 
taken to his fifter the emprefs ; he fent a meffage 
from Normandy to king Stephen, at Whitfun-. 
tide this year, rec^illing bis homage, and re« 
nouncing his allegiance to that king, both on 
account of his former oath, and on account of 
Stephen's having violated th^ condition annexed 
to his oath of fealty". This wa^ a lignal to 

^* R. Hagulftan, fub ann. 11 38. Ailred. Hid. Bejl. Standardt. 
p. 31S, ke* 

?i W* Malmf. Hift, Norel. U I* p* ip^* 
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A^D.utB. thofe Englifli barcms, who, in concert with the 
carl ,of Glocefter, had refolved to raife the em* 
prefs to the throne ; and many of them retired 
to their caftles, and prepared for the execution of 
that defign. Stephen on this occafion difplayed 
great adivity and courage ; knd in the courfe of 
this year he was fo fortunate as to take feveral of 
thefe caftlcs, and either punifhed their owners, 
or obliged them to return to his obedience ^*. 
Battle of While he was thus engaged in the fouth, the 
Igl^ ' Scots invaded Northumberland^ and penetratecj 
as far as North AUarton, where the famous bat^ 
tie of the Standard was fought Auguft 22d, be- 
tween them, and an army raifed by William earl 
of Albertiarle, Walter Efpec, Roger Mowbray, 
Robert de Bruce, Bernard de Baliol, William 
de Percy, Robert de Ferrers, and other northern 
barons ; in which the Scots were defeated with 
confiderable lofs ^^. King David having coU 
ledled his fcattered forces at Carlifle, returned 
to the fiege of Werk caftle, which he reduced 
by famine, Alberic bifliop of Oftia, the pope's 
legate in England, waited upon the king of 
Scotland at Carlifle, about Michaelmas, and en- 
deavoured to bring about a peace between the 
two Britifh monarchs ; but without effed. This, 
however, was accomplilhed a few months after, 
by the more powerful mediation of queen Maude, 

7* Hen. Hunt. 1. 8. p. «2*. 

7f I'tiis was called The battle of the Standard^ froui^a reiniirk^blt 
Aandard ere^ed on a wheci^machinc in the centre pf the fingli^ 
ariiiy« 
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wife of king Stephai, and mece of kilig David. AJ^.na^ 
' •who, in an interview with her uncle at Duiiiam^ 
concluded a peace on thefe terms :— That the 
eaxldom of Northumberland fhould be granted 
to Henry prince of Scotland j in return for which 
he and his father ihould live in peaae with Ste;« 
phen, and not affift his enemies ^^ After this 
peace prince Henry accompanied his coufin queen 
Maude to the Englifh court. 

Kin? Stephen had been fo fuccefsful in the laft A.fi.nsg. 
campaign, that he might perhaps have triumphed qu/rre" * 
over all his enemifes, and prevented the future r''!^'*'* 
cakmities of his reign, if he had not quarrelled 
with the clergy. Senfible of his imprudence in 
granting liberty to his nobles of fortifying their 
caftles, of which grant the clergy had alfo availed 
themfelves, he became eameftly deflrous of get^ 
ting {omt of the ftrongeft of thefe caftles into 
bis own poffefEon. Roger bifhop of Salifbury, 
who had long been prime minifter to Henry I. 
and high juftidaty of the kingdom, had built 
feveral ftrong caftles ; particularly one at the De- 
vizes, that was efteemed the moft beautiful and 
magnificent fortrefaf then in ^ Europe ^. Alex*- 
ander bifliop of Lincoln, and Nigell biOidp of 
Ely, his two nephews, and his natural fon Roger, 
^ho was chancelldr of England, had alfo for-* 
tified their caftles. The king, if^efolving to begiii 
his operations with this powerful family, which 

^ R.ltigtilftsrd, p. 3*6, tec. Aiked. de Mi. Suiida^. p. 330^ kc, 
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A.D.u%i. he fufpeflied of difaflfe£Hon, invited them to a 

great council of the nobility at Oxford, June 

24th; and they M^ith fome doubt and hefitation 

obeyed the fummons, , At their arrival in Oxford 

a quarrel happened, or, as fome. cotemporarj 

hiftorians afErm, was defignedly raifed, between 

the fervants of Alan earl of Britanny, and tliofe 

of bifhop Roger, about their lodgings, in urhich 

many perfons were wounded, and one knight was 

killed. The king affeded to be highly incenfed 

at this breach of the peace within the verge of 

his court, and commanded the bifhop, and all 

his friends to be apprehended. The bifhops of 
Saliibury and Lincoln, with the chancellor, were 
feized; but the bifliop of Ely, lodging without 
the town, made his efcape, and fled to his uncle's 
caflle of the Devizes, which he determined to 
defend. When the bifhops and the chancellor 
were brought before the king, they were com- 
manded to furrendef all their caflles, as an atone- 
ment for their offence. They profefTed them- 
felves willing to make any reafonable compenfav 
tion; but refufed to deliver up their houfes. 
XFpon this the king's great confident, and exe- 
cutioner of all his violent meafures, William 
d'Ypres, was fent with his mercenaries to be* 
fiege the caflle of the Devizes, carrying with 
him the. bifhop of Salifbury, its owner, a pri- 
foner, and his fon the chancellor, in chains. 
When he came before the caflle, he fummoned 
the bifhop of Ely . to furrender ; threatening, that 
if he did not, he would flarve his uncle to deajch. 

When 
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"When thii3 had no cflfeft, he fent a meffage td ^*^ '_^: 
Maude of Ramfey, the bifliop's cdncubine, and 
the chancellor's mother, who was in the caftk^ 
** that if it was not immediately^ delivered up, 
** he would hang her fon befojbe her eyes." 
Knowing the fanguinary nature of the man, and 
trembling for the fate of a beloved fon, flie per- 
fuaded the commander to furrender this impreg- 
nable fortrefs; in which was found no lefs'^an 
forty thoufand marks of the bifliop's treafure, 
which was feized by the king. The bifhop of 
Lincoln was carried in the fame manner before 
his .caflles of Newark and Sliford, and prevailed 
upon their commanders to furrender them, iii 
order to preferve him from being ftarved to 
death. When the king had got all theif 
caflles and treafures into his hands, the bifhops 
and chancellor were fet at liberty ; but the old 
biihop of Sarum was fo much aiFefted with this 
&d reverie of fortune, that he died foon after of 
a broken heart '^ 

Thefe rafh and violent proceedings, againft Stephen 
perfons of the greateft dignity in church and toT^e^ 
Hate, made a prodigious noife. The clergy i>eforca 
univerfally took the alarm, and cried out, that ^edci^, 
the church and religion were on the brink of ruin. 
The king's own brother, Henry bifhop of Win- 
chefter, the pope's legate in England, having 
for fome time paft been difcontented, embraced 

7' W. Matmf. H'tA. Novel. I. a. p. 103. Orderic. VitaU p.9i9» 
9*0. Gefta Regis Stephani, p, 944^ 94.5« Hen* Hunt. 1. 8. p. 123. 
X. Horedcn, ad an%^ 1 1 59. 

this 
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A.D.fT59. this opportunity of gratifying his refentmenti 
By virtue of his legatine commiilion he called a 
council of the clergy to meet at Winchefter, 
Auguft 30th J and boldly fummoned the king* to 
appear before them to anfwer for his condud* 
Stephen did not floop fo low as to appear in per- 
fon ; but he fent fome of his chief nobility to 
demand the reafon of his being fummoned j with 
Aubrey de Vere, an eloquent lawyer, to plead 
his caufe. The legate opened the council with a 
moft inflammatory fpeech, painting the injuftice, 
violence, and cruelty, of the king's proceedings 
againfl: the bifliops in the blackeil colours ; and 
concluded with this declaration, — ^^ That neither 
the fear of lofing his brother's favour, nor 
even of lofing his own life, (hould deter him 
from putting their fentence, whatever it fhould 
** be, in execution/' The king's orator aggra* 
vated the infolence of the bifliops, |and the cir- 
cumftaiices of the riot at Oxford, as much as 
poffible; and pretended, that they had volun* 
tarily furendered their cailles and treafures to 
the king to atone for their oflfences. On the 
fecond day of the council, the archbifhop of 
Rouen, the only clergyman who efpoufed the 
king's caufe, niade a fl:ill better defence ; aflirm- 
ing that the bifhops had merited all they had 
fiifiered for tranfgrelSng the canons of the churchy 
by fortifying their caftles, and a£bing in a mili- 
tary capacity. But all this would not have pre* 
vented a fentence of excommunication againfl; the 
king, and all who had beea concerned ia the late 

tfanf- 
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trasifadloiia, if fome of the nobles had not laid A.D.xi3^. 
thefr hanck on their fwbrds, and put the mem- 
bers of the council in fear ; and if Aubrey de 
Vere had not taken the dangerous and humiliating 
ilep of appealing to the pope in the king's name. 
7his put a flop to all further proceedings, and the 
council broke up September ift ^^ . 

• When the nation was in this ferment, the em- 
prefs Maude landed in England, September 
30th ; and was received, with her brother Robert 
carl of Glocefter, and her retinue, confifting 
.<mly of an hundred and forty knights, into 
Arjundel caftle, by her ftepmother Adelais^ the 
queen-dowager. The earl of Glocefter, leaving 
the emprefs in this ftrong caftle, fet put with 
only twelve knights in his company, and travels 
ling through by-ways, with great cauti9n> arrived 
fafe at Briftol, without being difcovered. A$ 
foon as king Stephen, who was bcfieging Marl- 
borough, heard of the landing of his competitor 
for the crown, he marched with great expedition, 
and invefted the - caftle where Ihe had taken 
flielter. The queen-dow^ger, dreading hi$ re- 
fentment, fent him an apology for havi^g ad« 
mitted the emprefs into her caftle, which, fhe 
iaid, (he could not deny to the only daughter o£ . 
her late hufband king Henry ; intreated him to 
refped the ties of blood, and the facred laws of 
Ijiofpitality, and allow the emprefs to retire to 

^^ R. Hagu1lla(]» p«337; Gervai, Cbron. p*i347»i34S« W. 
Mjilmf. Htft. i>Iovel. 1. *• p. so^i JO4. 
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A.D.ti39. her biiStH^'te t^\e at iBriftd. This ftraftge 
"^^^'"""^ Ytcfxed was feeonded by the kbg'ft bnotber, 
Henty biflio^ bf Windiefter; aBid) to the ittr^ 
ptife of all the vcrM, Maiide was hckkomrBblj 
e&olrtlsd. by thftt pt*€la«e^ and by WaUem earl cf 
Mellenty her greateft csnetoy, and Stephen's 
greateft confident, and &fety ddivered to her 
blotter the eafl of Glocetter. This, it muft be 
ctmfifftdj is a thoft aftdni&iiig eve&t, and, like 
foihe oth;er thikigs in the ftory of this rbign, hath 
more the appearance of romance than of teal 
Kiftbry. Thiat St^phin IhcMild coftduS his rival 
to the only -place 'where Ihe cbuld dofaiih hurt; 
thai Maude IhouUl truft her perfon in the hands 
of her greatieft eneihics ; and that they (hould 
fiiithfully difcharge then* truft, are all equaBy in- 
eitdible; but fo well attefted by cbht^ifipbrtiry 
hiftorians, that their truth fcan hardly be 
dbiibted *^ "We ftall eiideavour to acbotot ' for 
'rifiis m iaiibther place '^ *The eiti^i^s Was ©6n- 
diiflted by^'her brother 'to his caftle of Glbc^fter; 
where fhe reftdid a* confidei^abletime, at the ex- 
pellee Sand under the proteSion of IVffio, governor 
of that taftle, one bf the richeft and lAoft power- 
fill nbbleitifen of thbfe partis \ 
A.D.I 14.0. The year i 140 was* one of the rhoft cahMiitous 
Amoftca- tliat hid cvcr bteen feen in England. 'War, in 
its moft horrid forms, ra^ed frotn Wie eAd of the 
kingdom' to the other j and the "Whole n^Ltitin'Was 

io W, Malmf. Hift. Novel. K s. p. 103, 104. Hen. Hunt* 1. !• 
p. 2«3. C^tfta Regis' Stepbani, p* 94^. 
-^1 See chap. 7. ^^ Gefta'Regii Stephani, p. 94S, 

^iflftamed 



lamitous 
year, 



cfe.t. §2i ctViL And jiiLiTAkYi i» 

feflamed xvith mpr^ than civil fiiryi Not only A.p.iuo< 
the great barons, but all the petty lords of 
caftles, of which there were fevefal hundreds in 
the kingdom^ declared for the king or for the 
empreTs, and made cruel war on thofe of the 
oppofite party with whom they were intermixed. 
Many of thefe caftles were no better than dens of 
robbers, or, as the author of the Saxon Chro- 
nicle calls them, devils, who fallied forth, and 
plundered and murdered all parties without dif- 
tin^on. The fmoke of burning towns, villages^ 
monafteries, and churches, was every where to 
be feen. Commerce ceafed ; and even agricul- 
ture was in many places difcontinued ; which 
brought on a dreadful famine, by which many 
thoufands perifhed. Though there were an in- 
credible number of furprijTes, fcirmilhes, and 
lieges, in the courfe of this year, which it would 
be tedious to * relate, there was no general action 
that contributed to bring this deftruflive quarrel 
to a period. All was an irregular kind of war, 
in which torrents of the nobleit blood of England 
flowed in vain *'. 

Stephen difplayed the greateft courage and A.D.ti4i. 
aftivity in defending his caufe, but injured it by Stephen 
his imprudence. He withheld the caftle of Lin- foncr«** 
>coln from William de Roumora, earl of Lincoln, Lincoln, 
half-brother to Ralph earl of Chefter, though they . 
were both his friends } and the two earls, having 



*l etofi. Saxoo. p. i|S, 1)9. Gtft^ Regit Sttplimiy p» 84^. 
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AD. 1 141, got pofleflion of it by furprife, lived in it with 
their fi^milieSy without difcovering the leaft dii^ 
pofition to defert their party. The citizens of 
Lincoln being zealous, royalifts, acquainted the 
king that their caflle was carelefsly guarded, and 
might be eafily taken, promifing him their aiCfl:- 
ance in the attempt. Stephen, too often rafh in 
his refolves, flew to Lincoln with his army, and 
invefled the caftle on Chriftmas day A. D» ii39. 
The earl of Chefter made his efcape, haftened 
into Chefhire, and raifed all his followers in 
thofe parts; but not thinking himfelf ftrong 
enough to faife the fiege, he applied to the earl 
of Glocefter, who was his father-in-law, for 
ailiflance; promifmg, that both he and the earl 
of Lincoln would declare for the emprefs. Glo- 
cefter, though he had been much offended with 
his fon-in-law, for adhering fo long to the ad- 
verfe party, being ardently defirous of relieving 
his daughter in her diftrefs, and gaining two fuch 
powerful barons to his fide, complied with this 
requefl, and inftantly began his march; on 
which he was joined by the earl of Chefler and 
his forces. The united armies having paffed the 
Trent, with much difficulty, early in the morn- 
ing, February 2d, found their enemies drawn up 
without the walls of Lincoln in order of battle ; 
the cavalry on the two wings, and the infantry in 
the centre, with the king on foot at their head. 
The earl of Glocefter drew up his army in the 
fame manner: one of his wings of hopfe was 
commanded by the earl of Chefler, and the other 

wing 
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wing was. compofed entirely of noblemen and A.i>.ii4i. 
gentlemen who had. loft their eftates in this quar- "'~'"™'"" 
reL Thefe began the battle ; and being animated 
with the two moft powerful paffions, revenge 
and hope, they threw away their fpears, drew 
their fwords, and advanced with fuch impetuo- 
fity, that their antagonifts, who expefted to 
have tilted with their fpears as ufual, were feized 
with a panic, and fled almoft without fighting. 
The mercenaries on the other wing, commanded 
by William d*Ypres, were alfo put to flight by 
the earl of Chefl:er and his followers. The main 
body of the king's army was now aflauked on 
all (ides, and, after a long and valiant ftruggle^ 
was entirely broken. Stephen having performed 
prodigies of valour, was ' taken prifoner, with 
fome pf his; bravefl: followers, who fcorned to 
defert their mafler in diftrefs. The earl oJF Glo- - 
cefter, to whom the king furrendered, treated 
^is roy^l captive with great humanity, prefented 
Jiim to his rival the empriefs in the caftk of Glo- 
icefter, and then, conduced him to the caftle pf 
Briftol, where he was confined \ 

By this great defeat, and the captivity of the The em - 
king, the royalifts were quite difpirited ; and ^|^^^^^?*]r . 
many of them made their fubmiflions to the era- ed queen, 
prefs ; who had an interview with the pope's 
legate, Henry bifliop pf Winchefter, in a field 

^f Gefta Regis Stcphani, p. 951. W. ^^\m(, Hift. Nov?!. 1. t, 
p. 106. Chron. Saxon, p« 24.1* Hen. Hunt. I, S. p 224, 225* R* 
Hoveden, p. 278, 1791 xSo. 
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A^iUi. near ihat dty^ March ad, in which ihe perfuaded 
that prelate to abandon his brother in his diftrefs, 
and acknowledge her title to the ci^own of £ng- 
hndj and all the dominions of her father, by 
promifing to allow him the chief diiefUon of 
efFairs. The emprefs made her triumphant entry 
Into Winchefter' the day after, and was conn 
du£ted to the cathedral by the legate, who pubr 
lickly recognized her queen of England, and de- 
nounced a curfe on all ^ho ref ufed to fobmit to 
her authority. A few days after,; Theobald 
archbifhop of Canterbury, and feveral other great 
men, both of the clergy and Isuty, having ob- 
tained the permiiGon of the imprifoned king", 
made their fubmifQons to her at Wilton : from 
whence flie proceeded fo Oxford, where fhe 
kept the feftival of Eafter with great pomp. The 
legate, in confequence of his convention with 
her, convened a great council of the prelates, 
abbots, and principal clergy, with deputies from 
the city of London, at Winchefter, April 7th. 
Having firft confulted privately with the prelates, 
next with the abbots, and, laftly, with the 
archdeacons, and 'obtained their confent to the 
acknowledgment of the emprefs, he opened the 
council with a very artful fpeech, which is pre- 
ferved by a contemporary hiftorian, who was 
prefent, and heard it wit^ great attention *^ 
He began with high encomiums on the felicities 
of bis uncle Henry's reign ; mentioned their. 

S5 W. Malmf. Hift. NpveU 1. «. p. xo6, 

having 



Clui.|2. CIVIL AND l<IIi,WARY. 103 

having hrom to fiipport the fuccelfion of- hk daug^- A.p.mr 
, ter Maude ; but that fte delaying to come and 
take poffefficm of the throne, his brother Stephen 
had been penmtted to reign. He then ag^* 
vated the errors of hw brother's government 
particularly in imptifomng bifliops, and op* 
preiSag the church and clergy. " For which 
*♦ crimes (faid he) God hath rejeaed him,^ and 
** giyeR him into the hands of' his enemies. An^ 
♦* now, (hat the kingdom may not be without a 
^ ruler, we, the clergy of England, to whom it 
*• chiefly belongs to dfeft and ordain ^ king, 
♦* having yefterday deliberated on this grea^t 
** caufe in private, and invoked the dircdiph o^ 
♦^ the Holy Spirit, did and do eleft the daughter 
^ of the pacific, rich, glorious, good, and in- 
^ comparable king Henry, to be ouf queen, 
♦* and promife her our loyalty and fupport. 
To this all the members of the cpunpil gave 
their confent, by their acclamationsi or their 
Silence. On ^he fecond day of the council the 
London deputies were introduced, and told the 
council, *' That they did not come to dehjat^ 
^* but to petition foi^ thp liberty pf their king j 
^ and that the whole cppimi^nity of London, 
<^ with all the barons, lately admitted into it, 
** e^m^ftly cjefired this of the legate, the arch- 
^ *• biflbop, anfi all the clergy." The legate tol^ 
the deputies what had been done in the council 
the day before : which they promifed to report to 
their conftituents* The council concluded on 
the third day, with pronouncing a fentence' of 

H4 cxcom- 
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AD. 1^41. escc^n^unicatioti 09 feveral perioAd who ftill 
adhered to the king,, aftd particularly on one 
William Martel, who had plundered the legate's 
baggage \ The earl of Glocefter was at great 
pains in foothing the citizens of London, and at 
length prevailed upon them to admit the em^ 
prefs; who .entered the dty a .few days before 
Midfummer, and began to make preparations 
ior her coronation* But when her affair^ were 
in this moil profperous train, her. own piifcon- 
dud threw all things into confufion, and occa- 
fioned another fudden and furprifing revolution^ 

Moderation in profperity was a virtue un« 
known to the empref^. Naturally proud and 

prefs, and haughty, and elated beyond meafure by her late 
fucceiTes, fhe behaved in an ungracious difoblig- 
ing maiiner to her friends, and with great diA 
dain and infolence to thofe who had been her 
enemies, even when they came to make their 
moft humble fubmiflions. Conceited pf her 
wifdom, Ihe flighted the advices of her uncle 
David king of Scotland, who had come to pay 
her a vifit, and of her brother the earl of GIq- 
cefter, to whom (he was fo much indebted. She 
confifcated the eftates of all who did not imme- 
diately fubmit to her authority, and thereby 
fixed them in their oppofition; recalled all the 
grants that had been made by Stephen, thofe tp -^ 
the church not excepted, by whi^h many were 
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ruined in their fortunes, and the clergy w^po A,D.ij4.f, 

difobliged. Queen Matilda, who w?is her coufin, ' 
and a princefs of uncommon m^rit, mad^ ^arnelt 
fppplications for the liberty pf her huf|>andy 
isngaging that he fhould folemnly reOgn the 
crown, and retire into a monaftery. But they 
were all rejefted. The citizens of Londbn peti- 
tioned for fon^e abatement in their taxes, and 
the reftoration of the Uws of Edward the Con- ' 
feflbr : in attfwer to which fbe upbraided them 
with their liberalities to king Stephen, and 
frowned them from her prefence. Irritated at 
this affront, and dreading the feverity of her 
governn^ent, they formed a plot to feize her 
perfon; which being difcovered by one of the 
accomplices, fhe made her efcape and retired 
to Oxford '\ '' [■ 

The behaviour of the legate had for fome time Emprefs 
l)een equivocal, and on his declining to appear Jk^Swc* 
at court, the earl of Glocefter made him a vifit «f ^"""^ 
at Winchefter, with a defign to penetrate his in- *^ * ' 
tentions, which he plainly difcovered were not 
friendly. Upon this the emprefs marched fud- 
denly to Winchefter, attended by the king of 
Scots, the earl of Glocefter, and feveral other 
barons, with their followers; and being received 
into the royal caftle, fent a meffenger to the 
legate, who was at his houfe in the city, to come 
fo court to give his advice on bufinefs of im- 
portance. The crafty prelate told the meffenger, 

. '7 Cefla $tephai}i Re^'a, p. 955, 

that 
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A.D.1I4I. tJiat he would make ready as &ft as poflible : but 
he meant for refiftance, and not obedience* 
Accordingly he cfifpatched couriers to queen 
Matilda, who was at the head of a body of 
troops in Kent, to the Londoners, and to all the 
friends of king Stephen, to come to him imme- 
diately, with all dieir followers; and he was fo 
well obeyed, that in a few days he found him* 
felf af the head of a very powerful army, with 
which he inverted the caftle of Winchefter on 
Auguft I ft. The face of affairs was now greatly 
changed; the emprefs herfelf, the king of Scot* 
land, the earl of Glocefter, and all the chief 
fupporters of her caufe, being fliut up in one 
caftle, in great danger of periihing by famine, 
or of falling into the hands of their enemies ". 
The em- In this extremity the earl of Glocefter formed 
cfcapcs, a fcheme for their deliverance. In thofe fuper* 
but the ftitious times, the moft hoftile armies, by tacit 
Glocefter coufent, fufpeuded their operations, and relaxed 
it taken, ^j^^jj. vigilance, on the feftivals of the church* 
The feftival of the Holy Crofs was on the 14th 
of September ; and very early on the morning of 
that day, the emprefs mounted on a fwift: horfe, 
attended by a choice body of troops, marched 
filently out of Winchefter, and made her efcape 
to the Devizes, where fhe arrived, almoft desul 
with terror and fatigue, and from thence was 
conveyed in a horfe-litter to Glocefter. TKe 
king of Scotland alfo eluded his purfuers, and[ 

*• Gefta Stephani Regis, p. 55^, 
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reached his own kmgdom. But the earl of Gl6i^ A^p-nVi; 
cefter, who placed himfelf in tHe rear, wass putt ^mtr^^^^^ 
fued by a fuperioy force, and taken prifoner it 
Stpkebridge, from ^whence he was conduced to 
the caflle of Rochefter \ 

This yrzs zt fi^tal a Wow to the party of the KingSi©- 
emprefs, as tfce captivity of king Stephen had fiweafrof 
been to his adherents ; and theltfore, after that ^^oc«*«' 
agitation of fpirits ocjcafioned by thefe rapid revo- cd. 
lutions had a little fubfided, a negotiation was 
fet on foot for an exchange of thefe two illuftri- 
ous prifoners, which was accomplifhed on No- 
yember ift. The legate, who had been the 
chief inftrument of the deliverance of his Brother 
from prifon, convened a council of the clergy at 
Weftminfter, December 7th, in which he afl:ed 
a part direftly oppofite to that which he had 
afted in the council of Winchefter eight months 
before, and concluded with excommunicating 
all who adhered to the codntefs of Anjou, which' 
was the higheft title he deigned to give the em* 
prefs, who had fo lately been acknowledged by 
him queen of England ^. 

Though the civil war ftill continued, no adion A.D.ii4a. 
pf importance happened in the former part of oftheeiS^ 
this yes^r, owing to a fit of (icknefs with which Er*!*^^*"" 
king Stephen was feized in the fpring, and to the 
abfence of the earl of Glocefter, who, at the 

• ^ 

'? J-Brempt. col.iQSs* 

90 w. U2^mL HIA. Novel. 1. 2« p., io6«-ioS« Qefta Re^'c 
Stephani, p. 954— 959* Contiiit Flort Worcefl, pi 677. Hen* 
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A^iH*. earned requeft of all his party, had made a 
voyage into Normandy, to bring over the hufband 
of the emprefs, or her fon prince Henry, The 
^mprefs, in the abfepce of the earl, took up her 
reiidence in Oxford, where fhe was guarded by 
the noblemen of her party, who pledged their 
honour to, him that they would proteft her till he 
returned* King Stephen, after his recovery, be- 
ficgtd and took the town and caflle . of Wareham. 
From thence he marched with fuch fecrecy <ind 
expedition, that he furprifed the city of Q^ord 
three days before Michaelmas, tjie emprefs with 
her retinue taking Ihelter in the caftle ; which 
was immediately invefted by the king, who fwore 
a folemn oath, that he would not raife the (iege 
till he had taken his rival prifoner. When the 
fiege had continued three months, and the gar- 
rifon of the caftle was reduced to the laft e^trQ. 
mity by famine, and the inceffant affaults of th^ 
enemy, the emprefs made her efcape from im- 
pending ruin, in a manner more furpriflng thaii 
any of her former efcapes from Arundel, London, 
or Winchefter. The river being frozen over, 
and the ground covered with fnow, flie drefled 
herfelf and three trufty knights in white, and 
iffuing filently about midnight, at a poftem of 
the caftle, pafled all the enemies centinels unob- 
ferved, travelled on foot to Abingdon, and from 
thence on horfeback to Wallingford. Here fhe 
was foon after joined by an army that was march- 
ing to her relief,' under the condufl: of her brother 
the earl of Glocefter, with her fon prince Henry 

in 
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in his company, which made her forget all her A.D.ii4:«, 
fatigues and terrors. But the caftle of Oxford 
having furrendered the morning after her efcape, 
and the feafon being unfit for adion, the barons 
with their followers were permitted to return to 
their own homes ^\ 

This deftruftive civil war had now raged fo A.D.1143. 
long, and with fo much violence, that the ^^^^^^l 
ftrength of both parties was almoft quite ex- tinued. 
haufled, and their attempts to annoy each other 
became fo languid, that they hardly merit the 
attention of pofterity. The earl of Glocefter 
formed a fcheme for furpriflng the king, and his 
brother the bifliop of Winchefter, at Wilton, 
July I ft, this year-, and they made their efcape 
with great (difficulty, leaving their plate and 
' baggage to their enemy ^\ During the three 
lucceeding years there was no aftion of import- 
ance; but the war was carried on between the 
barons of the oppofite parties, by attacking each 
others caftles, and plundering each others lands ; 
which ferved to ruin and depopulate the country, 
but contributed nothing to the deciiion of this 
fatal quarrel ^K 

Prince Henry had npw reiided in the caftle of A.D.1147. 
Briftol above four years, profecuting his ftudies ^^^j^^^ 
under the care of his uncle earl Robert, the moft 
learned as well as the moft virtuous nobleman of 
His age, when his father Geoffrey of Anjou fent 

'' Chron. GervaSy P'isjS. Gefta Regis Stephanie p. 959* W. 
Malmn Hift« NoYel. 1. 2. p. no. 
9^ Gfr?98 Chion, p. 1158. 9i Id« ibid. fiea. Hunt. 1. S. p. %%5* 

a depu"* 



•ft47« a ^eputatk>A to coiidud him into Normandy, 
\thidi was entirely reduced tb his obedience. 
The earl of Glocefter attended his royal pupil ttk 
Wareham, where he embarked for the continent 
about ten day$ before Whitfuntide. This proved 
a final parting between the prince and his excel* 
lent {^receptor, who died at his caftie of Briftol, 
Oftober 31ft, this year. The emprefs, after the 
departure, of her fon, and the death of her brother, 
had fb little comfort or authority in England, 
that flie failed for Normandy before Lent A.D. 
1 146, Iieaving the barons of. her party for a time 
to govern and defend themfelves^^ King Ste- 
phen, during thefe two years, was fo much em- 
broiled with the clergy, and with the barons of 
his Own party, by treacheroufly feizing their per- 
fons, and obliging them to deliver up their caftles, 
that he could make no advantage of thefe events. 
•* All England, in the mean time (to ufe the 
♦* words of a contemporary hiftorian), wore > 
** face 6f mifery and defolation. Multitudes 
*• abandoned their beloved country, and went 
*" into voluntary exile ; others, forfaking their 
•* own houfes, buik. wretched huts in the church- 
yards, hoping for protection from the facred- 
nefs of the place. Whole families, afteir fuf- 
taining life as long as they could, by eating 
herbs, foots, and the flefh of dogs and horles, 
#Lt laft died of hunger J and you might fee 

93 Annal, Waverlien. p. 156. 'OettarCbroti. tj^S* 

^^ many 






Ck. I. $2. CIVIL AND MILITARY?. ^ itt 

** miny pledant villages without a fingle JnEa- A.D.3ri47.. 
** bitant of either fex •^/' 

Prince Henry being now arrived at the military AJ>.ix49« 
age of fixteen years, his father Geoffrey feat him ^l^^ 
through England, with a numerous and fplendid knighted 
retinue, into Scotland, to receive the honour of ^^^^If 
knighthood from his mother's uncle king David. Scotland* 
That ceremony was accordingly performed at Gar- 
lifle on Whitfunday, May 2^d, with great pomp, 
in the midft of a prodigious concourfe of the 
nobility of England, Scotland, and Normandy ^^ 
The prince having fpent about eight months in 
the court of Scotland, perfefting himfelf in his 
military exercifes, fjdled from thence in January 
A. D. II 50, into Normandy, which was foon 
after refigned to him by his father. 

Prince Henry, after he had taken poffeffion of A.D.i»5i, 
Normandy, defigned to have made his firft effay ^"^"^1^^ 
in arms at the head of his party in England, for tain§ Nor- 
the recovery of that crown ; but he was prevented An^oJ* 
from executing that defign by a fucceffion of im-^ ^^ 
jl^tant 'i&fiairs, which 'detained him three years 
on the c0nt!lieiit. The firfl: of thefe affsdrs was 
a war with the king of France about the invefti'- 
ture of Normandy, which he at lafl: obtained* 
The fdcond was the death of his father Geoffirey . 
earl of Anjou, whidi happened September 7th, on 
which he tobk rpoflefiion of the territories of 
AnjOfU) Touraine, and Maine. The third was^ 
hk marriage with Eleanor heirefs of Guie&fie 

'^ Gefta Regis Stephanie p. 961. 
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and Poitou, on Whitfunday A. D. 1 1 52, who/ 
about fix weeks before, had been divorced from 
Louis VII. king of France, to whom fhe had 
been fixteen years married* There was a great 
difproponion between the age of Henry, who 
was only in his twentieth year, and the age of 
this princefs, whofe charader had alfo been a 
little fullied by the breath of fame« But fhe 
brought him a great acceilion of power and 
weahh by the territories of her family^. This 
excited the jealoufy of her former hulband ; who 
now feting his folly in parting with fo rich an 
heirefs, formed an alliance againft Henry, with^ 
king Stephen, his fon prince Euftace, Theobald 
earl of Blois, and GeoflFrey of Anjou, Henry's 
younger brother, who was diflatisfied with his 
appanage. The allies invaded Normandy ; 
which was fo well defended, that they were ob- 
liged to retire, and abandon their enterprife. 
While Henry was thus employed on the conti- 
nent. King Stephen alarmed at his' increafing 
power, endeavoured to get his eldeft fon prince 
Euftace crowned ; but could not prevail* upon 
Theobald archbilhop of Canterbury to perform 
that ceremony ^\ 

Prince Henry, having made a truce with the 
king of France, fet fail with a fleet of thifty-fix 
fhips, and landed in England, January 6th, 
attended by a {mall army, confifting of one hun- 
dred and forty knights, and three thoufand foot« 



^ Hen. Hunr. I. 8. p. 217. 
'7 Annal. Waveriien, p. ij/. 
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Though it was now the middle of winter, the A*D.if5V 
flames of the civil war broke out with greater 
violence than ever, and the Prince, being joined 
by the barons of his party, befieged the town and 
caftle of Marlborough. King Stephen, having 
coIleSed all his forces, attempted to raife the 
liege ; ,but being prevented from executing that 
defign by exceflive rains, he returned with his 
army to London. After the furrender of Marl- 
borough, the prince marched to Wallingford, 
where he was met by Stephen at the head of all 
his troops, which were now become more nume- 
rous than thofe of his competitor. The two armies, 
lay facing each other three days, without com- 
ing to an engagement, which gave an opportu- 
nity to fome of the barons, who deplored the 
miferies of their country, to propofe an accom- 
modation. A treaty was fet on foot ; the fuccefs 
of which was very much facilitated by the death 
of prince Euftace, king Stephen's eldeft fon, 
Auguft 1 7th. After various negotiations, a peace 
was at laft concluded on the following terms i 
That Stephen fliould continue to reign during life, 
and Prince Henry fhould fucceed to the throne 
at his death, without any oppofitioii. To fecure 
this fucceflion, all the barons of Stephen's party 
fliould fwear to it, and the moft important caftles 
fliould be put into the hands of Henry's friends. 
This agreement, which diflFufed incredible joy 
over the whole kingdom, was folemjily ratified 
in a great council held at Winchefter in Novem- 
ber this year, and all the prelates and barons of 
Vol. V. I both 
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A.D.1153. both parties took an oath of fealty, and did 
homage to Henry as fucceffor in another council, 

A.D.I 1 54. held at Oxford, January 13 th A. D. 11 54. The 
prince, having regulated his affairs in England, 
returned into Normandy in the fpring of this 
year ^'. 

King stc Thou2:h king Stephen had enjoyed more autho- 

|)hen dies. o or j y ^ ^ 

rity, and the country more tranquillity, fincethe 
late pacification, than in any period of his reign, 
he was far from being pleafed with that tranf- 
aftion, and foon began to fhow that he did not 
intend to be very punftual in performing his 
part of the treaty. By one article it was agreed, 

' that all the caftles which had been built on both 
fides fmce the death of Henry L amounting (if 
we may believe a contemporary hiflorian) to the 
number of 1 1 1 5, fhould be demolifhed, as many 
of them had been nefts of thieves, and the occa- 

' fion of infinite mifchiefs to the kingdom ^*. 
Henry^ had given ftrift orders to the barons of 
his party to excute this ardcle ; but Stephen 
made various excufes and delays. This, and 
fome other things, it is probable, would have 
rekindled the flames of civil war, if thefe two 
princes had continued long on their prefent foot- 
ing. But king Stephen was taken ill of the 
iliac paflipn, which put an end to his life and 
. reign, at Dover, Oftober 25th, in the fiftieth 

> 

•^ IJen. Hunt. I. S. p. a»8. M. Paris, p. 6i. Anhal. Waver* 
Hen. p. 158. J* Brompt. p, 1057. Kymer Foedera^ 1. 1. p. 14. 
9^ M« Paris, p. 6i. 

4 year 



Ch.i;f2. CIVIL AND military!. 115 

year of his age, and the nmeteenth of his a.d.ixs4- 
reign '**. """^ 

The following charafter of king Stephen may His ^ha- 
be coUefted from his aftioris, and from the writ- ^^^^ ' 
ings of contemporary authors. In his perfon he 
was graceful, ftrong, and aftive; in his conver- 
fation, pleafant and facetious; in his dej^ort- 
ment popular and condefcending, to a degree 
that many efteemed unfuitable to his dignity* 
He was a kind hufband, a tender but too in- 
dulgent parent, and to his favourites not only 
liberal but profufe. His courage was of the 
boldeft and moit intrepid kind ; and, if he had 
never afpired to royalty, he would have lived and 
died beloved. Ambition was the rock on which 
he fplit. His ufurpation of the throne of Eng- 
land involved him in the guilt of the moft im- 
pious perjuries and moft vile' ingratitude j and to 
preferve what he had ufurped, he was led to 
commit many afts of injuftice, treachery, and 
oppreflion. In a word, his reign was uncom- 
fortable to himfelf, unhappy to his family and 
his country, being one continued fcene of con- 
fiifion, mifery, and civil war, from the begin- 
ing to the end. 

The events which happened in Wales in this Hiftoryof 
period, were not of fuch importance as to merit 
a minute detail in this work. That country ftill 
continued to be harafled by wars between its fe- 
veral princes, whofe mutu^ jealouiies were the 

W Cbron. Gervat, co]. 13 76* Hen. Hunt. J. 8» p. «xS. 
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A.D.IX54* occafion of frequent quarrels and of many mi- 
ferie;s. In the intervals of thefe quarrels, they 
fometimes made incurfions into th6 territories of 
the Engliih, which drew upon them the refent- 
ment of that more powerful nation ^°\ 

Hiftory of King Edgar, the eldeft furvivins: fon of Mal- 
Golm Canmore, was leated on the throne or Scot- 
land at the beginning of this period, when Henry, 
the youngeft fon of William the Conqueror, 
mounted the throne of England ; who foon after 
married the princefs Matilda, king Edgar's fifler* 
This near relation between the two royal families 
produced a Ipng and cordial peace between the 
two nations. Nor was the internal tranquillity 
of the kingdom interrupted by any civil commo- 
tions during the reign of this prince ; whp dying 
at Dundee, January 8th, A. D. 1107, was fuc- 
ceeded by his younger brother Alexander '*^. 
This prince was as happy as his predecefTor in 
cultivating the friendfhip of his brother-in-law 
the king of England; but difeovered more ac- 
tivity in fupprefTing certain bands of robbers, by 
whom the northern parts of the kingdom were 
much infefted, and in reducing the licentious 
nobility to a due obedience to the laws, by an 
impartial adminiftration of juftice; which pro- 
cured him the furname of the Fierce. Alexander 
was married to Sibylla, natural daughter of 

«o« See Dr. PowcJ's Hiftory of Wales, p. 157—204. 
»o* Chron. Mailros, p. 161^ Fordun* Scotichron. J. 5, c. aS. Bu- 
chao. Hift. 1. 7. 

Henry 



Ch. !• f 2. CIVIL AND MILITARY. ii? 

Henry L'°^; but died without iflue, A. D. 1124; ^^•'^^♦; 
and was fucceeded by his youngeft brother Da- 
vid ; commonly called St. David, on account of 
his great piety (according to the mode of thofe 
times), arid of his exceffive liberality to the 
church and clergy. David was' educated in 
England, under the care of his uncle Edgar 
Atheling ; and after the marriage of his fifter 
to king Henry, he refided chiefly in the Englifh 
court ; where he married Matilda, the only child 
of Waltheof earl of Northumberland and Hun- 
tington, by which he obtained a title to thefe two 
earldoms. By his long refidence in England he 
acquired a tafte for the Englifli manners and way 
of living, ' which he laboured to introduce among 
his own fubjefts after his accefllon to the throne 
of Scotland '°\ As earl of Huntington he was 
the firft of the laity who fwore, A. D. 11 26, to 
fupport the fucceflion of the emprefs Maude tp 
the crown of England j and when that oath had 
been fhamefully violated by almofl all who had 
taken it, this pious prince invaded England fe- 
veral times (as hath been already mentioned), to 
pull down the ufurper Stephen, and raife the 
emprefs to the throne. In the laft years of' Ste- 
phen's reign he remained ' in the quiet poffeffion 
' of the four northern counties of Northumber- 
land, Cumberland, Weftmoreland, and Durham; 
and thefe counties were ceded to hinx and his 

'0} Dairy mple*8 Col le£lioDSy p. 37 x« 
*«♦ W. Maloif. 1. 5. p. 90. 
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A^.iM4. heirs by prince Henry Planta^jnet, afterwards 
Henry 11. when he received the honour of 
knighthood from him at Carlifle, May 2 2d, 
A. D. 1 1 49 ; and that ceflion was confirmed by 
an oath, that it fhould never be refumed'''^ In 
his old age this excellent king loft his only fon 
Henry, who is reprefented by all the hiftorians 
of thofe times, as one of the mod virtuous and 
accomplifhed princes of the age in which he 
flourifhed. When Henry was at the Englifli 
court, A. D. 1139, he fell in love with, and 
married, Ada, fifter of William earl of Warren 
and Surrey ; by whom he left, at his death, 
A. D. 1 152, three fons, Malcolm, William, and 
David, and three daughters, Margaret, after- 
wards married to Conan duke of Britanny, 
Adama, married to Florence earl of Holland, 
and Matilda '°*. King David did not long fur- 
vive his amiable and much-beloved fon, but 
falling fick at Carlifle, where he frequently re- 
fided, he died there, in a very pious manner. 
May 24th, A. D. 1 153 ; and was fucceeded by his 
grandfon, Malcolm IV. fumamed the Maiden. 

'^S W. Ncubrigcnf. 1. x. c. %^ I. %. c.4. 
i*^ F^rdun. Scodchron. Lj. c. 33. 
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SECTION IIL 

The civil and military hijiory of Great Britain^ 
from the accejjion of Henry II. to the throne of 
Englandy A. D. 11 54, to his deaths A. D. 11 89. 

HENRY PjLANTAGENET, cldeft foil of the A.D.1154.. 
emprefs Maude, and of Geoffrey Planta- c^^T^ 
genet earl of Anjou, was befieging the caftle of ^»on ^f 
a rebellious baron in Normandy, when he re- ^ ^ 
ceived the important and unexpefted news of the 
death of king Stephen. Having finifhed the 
fiege in which he was engaged, by taking the 
caftle, he began to make preparations for his 
voyage to England, where he landed, near Hurft 
caftle, December 8 th, and was crowned at Weft- 
minfter on the 19th of the fame month, with his 
confort Eleanor, by Theobald archbifliop of 
Canterbury, in a great affembly of prelates and 
nobles \ This event gave inexpreffible fatif- 
fadion to the people of England, as it put an 
end to the irregular fucceiSon of their kings, and 
to thofe deftruflive civil wars which had brought 
their country to the very brink of ruin. 

The firft ads of Henry's government were A.D.1155. 
equally wife and vigorous, and confirmed the fu'reso"' 
high opinion which his fubjefts entertained of ^"«g<>- 

" * J vernment 

wife and 
■ Cbron. Norman, p. 989. W. Ncubrigcn. 1. 1, c. i. M, Fari8« vigorous. 
p* 63. Anual* Waverlien. p. 158. 
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A.D.1155. his fpirit and abilities. He immediately iffued a 
proclamation, commanding all the foreign mer- 
cenaries, who in the preceding reign had com- 
mitted the mofl horrible depredations, to depart 
the kingdom by a certain day, under the pain pf 
death ; and they all vaniflied before the appointed 
time. He gave, orders to level with the ground 
the numerous caftles which had been erefted, in 
all parts of England, in the late civil wars, and 
from which the neighbouring countries had been 
defolated ; and thefe orders were obeyed, though, 
in fome places, with no fmall reluctance. Finding 
the crown greatly impoverifhed by the many 
grants of the royal demefnes, which had been 
made by king Stephen, and even by the emprefs, 
to their refpeftive partifans, he obtained a decree 
of his parliament or great council, to refume all 
thefe grants ; which he executed with the mofl 
perfedk impartiality, and with much greater eafe 
than could have been expeded \ 

Parli- In a parliament held at London, he volunta- 

rily granted a charter of liberties, or rather re- 
newed and confirmed that which had been granted 
by his grandfather Henry I \ In another par- 
liament, held at Winchefter, about Michaelmas, 
he found the aflfairs of his kingdom in fuch a 
fettled ftate, that he confulted with his barons, 
about attempting the conqueft of Ireland, to be 
given to his youngeft brother prince William: 

* Gervas Chron. ann. 1 155. W. Nenbrigen. 1. %y c. »| 3. » 
3 See Judge Blackltone^s Law-TraAs^ vol. ». p. ii« 

but 
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but this projeft not being agreeable to his mo- A.D.nsy, 
ther the emprefs, the execution of it was poft- '^'"'7*^^ 
poned \ The toin, which had been^ fhamefully 
adulterated in the preceding reign, he reftored to 
its ftandard purity ; and the laws, whic,h had 
been as fhamefully relaxed, he raifed to their 
proper dignity and vigour ^ To fecure all thefe 
bleffings to his fubjedts, and prevent all difputes 
about the fucceffion, he made all his prelates and 
barons take an oath of fealty to his eldeft fon 
prince William ; and, failing him, to his fecond 
fon prince Henry, who was born in March this 
year *. In a word, it may be truly faid, that no 
king of England had ever done fo much good, 
or gained fo much love, in fo fhort a time, fmce 
Alfred the Great, as Henry IL in the firft year of 
his reign, though it was only the twenty-firft year 
of his age. 

England being now in perfeft tranquillity, A-D-iis^- 
Henry embarked at Dover, in January this y°y*^« ^ 
year ; arrived at Rouen, the capital of Nor- raaniiy. 
mandy, where his mother the emprefs refided, 
on Candlemas-day ; and, about a week after, 
had an interview with Louis VIL king of France, 
to whom he did .homage for all his territories on 
the continent ^ After this interview he returned 
to Rouen ; where he was vifited by the earl and 
countefs of Flanders, and by his brother Geof- 
frey, who, difcontented with the fmallnefs of 



4 Anna]. Waverlicn, p. 158, 
^ Gervas Cbron. a(iD. ii55.. 



5 R. HoveJen, p. 482, 
^ Chron. Norman. p« 99^^ 
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A.D.I 15^* his appanage, claimed the earldom of Anjou, 
and being refufed, retired to his cafUes, and en- 
deavoured to excite an infurre£t|pn. Henry pur- 
fued him with an army, and took all his cafUes, 
which he demolifhed ; but upon his fubmiflion, 
he reftored his lands, and granted him an an- 
nual penfion of one thoufand pounds ilerling, 
and two thoufand pounds of Anjouvine money *. 
After this tranfadion, which was finifhed in 
July, he made a progrefs into Guienne, and the 
other provinces which he had got by his queen, 
and received the homage of the prelates and 
nobles of thofe provinces ^ 
A.D.1157. Henry's reputation was already become fo 
tiirnZJ' great, that the earl and countefs of Flanders 
England, having refolved upon a pilgrimage into the 
Holy Land, appointed him guardian to their 
infant fon; and regent of their dominions in 
their abfence. He fpent the beginning of this 
year in regulating the aflFairs of that earldom"''. 
On his return into England, in the week after 
Eafter, he recovered the four northern counties 
by negotiation from Malcolm IV. king of Scot- 
land, who was in no condition to contend with a 
prince who was fo much his fuperior in power as 
well as in abilities "• 



' Chron. Norman, p. 991. W. Neabrigcn. 1. %. c.j. M* PaiiSf 

.p. 67. 

9 Ypodlgma Neuflrije, p. 4^6^ 

10 Gervas Chron* ann. iJS7» Cbron. Norman* p.993- 
" W. Ntubrigen. ]. 1. c. 4. 

The 
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The Welfli had made frequent incurfions into A.D,ti57. 
England in the laft reign, in which they had not ^^^TJ^ 
only done much mifchief to the country, but had tntoWalti. 
recovered the poffefGon of feveral extenfive dif- 
trifts, of which they h^d been formerly deprived ; 
and had fhaken off their dependence upon the 
£ngli(h crown. Henry being now at leifure, 
raifed a great army, with which he entered 
Wales a|50ut the beginning of Auguft, and 
advanced to Bafingwerk in Flintfliire, without 
meeting with any oppofition. But as he was 
marching .with the van of his army through a 
narrow defile near that place, he was fuddenly 
aflaulted by the Welfli, who pouring fliowers of 
arrows, darts, and ftones, from the furrounding 
precipices, put his troops into fuch confufion, 
that Henry de Effex, hereditary ftandard-bearer 
of England, threw down the royal ftandard, and, 
flying, cried out, that the king was flain, and 
all was loft. This fpread fuch a panic through 
the army, that it was on the point of difbanding, 
when the king, by fhewing himfelf, prevented a 
total defeat". After this difafter, Henry, chang- 
ing his route, marched his army along the fea- 
coaft, attended by his fleet, and proceeded with 
great caution, cutting down the woods, making 
roads, and building caftles to fecure his con- 
#quefts, as he advanced. Owen Guyneth, prince 
of North Wales, convinced of his inability to 

'* W. Neubri^n. Li. c. 5. Gervas Chron* ann. 1157* M. Paris, 
p*68. Chron. Mailrot. ann. 115^. 
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A.D,ii57. defend his country againft an enemy fo powerful 

^'~'"*" and fo prudent, made his peace, by refigning all 

his late acquifitions, and doing homage for what 

he retained '^ 

A.D.115?. Henry, having fpent the firfl months of this 

Voyage to yg^r in a royal progrefs for the adminiftration of 

ncBu juftice, had an interview with Malcolm king of 

Scotland, at Carlifle, who came thither in hopes 

of receiving the honour of knighthood; but 

fome mifunderftanding arifing between the two 

monarchs, Malcolm did not receive that honour 

at this time^\ In his return into tiie fouth, 

Henry celebrated the feaft of Eafter in the 

fuburbs of Lincoln, in compliance with the fu- 

perftitious terrors of his fubjefts, who had been 

taught by a pretended prophecy, that fome great 

calamity would befall the firft king of England 

who prefumed to wear his crown within the walk 

of that city ^K Soon after this he made another 

voyage to the continent on the following occa- 

fion. The people of Nantz in Britanny, having 

revolted from their rightful fovereign, invited 

Geoffrey Plantagenet, king Henry's brother, to 

become their earl ; and that prince being now 

dead, Henry laid claim to the earldom of Nantz, 

as heir to his brother. This claim, which doth 

rtot feem to have been very well founded, was 

difputed by Conan duke of Britanny, who, on 

Geoffrey's death, had taken pofefGon of Nantz, 

■J W. Neubrigcn, U a. c. 5. ^* Chron. de Matkosy ad ann. 11 58. 

'5 R. Hoveden, p, 182, W. l^cubrigcn, Ui. c, 9. 
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as belonging to his dukedom. At Henry's, at- A.D.ii5«, 
rival in Normandy, he had an interview with the 
king of France ; and in order to gain his friend- 
fhip, and prevent his efpouiing the caufe of the 
duke of Britanny, he propofed a marriage be- 
tween his eldeil furviving fon, prince Henry, 
and Margaret, the eldeft daughter of that king 
by his fecond queen, Conftantia of Caftile. This 
propofal was fo agreeable to the French monarchy 
that it was not only accepted, but Henry was 
invited to Paris, where he was moft magnifi- 
cently entertained feveral days, and obtained a 
commiflion, as earl of Anjou, and fenefchal of 
France, to determine the important controverfy 
that had fubfifted for fome time between Eudo 
earl of Penthievre, and Conan duke of Britan- 
ny, about the right to that dukedom. As foon 
as Conan was informed of this commiflion, he 
waited upon Henry, and voluntarily yielded to 
him the earldom of Nantz, to procure a fen- 
tence in his favour ; which was accordingly pro- » 
nounced'^ Thus the king of England, by his 
policy and power, was making continual addi- 
tions to his dominions. 

Henry had no fooner made good his claim, A. 0.1159. 
fuch as it was, to the earldom of Nantz, than he ?^**"r* 
advanced another, in right of his queen, to the iand« &c 
earldom of Thouloufe : which feems to have 
been better founded. For queen Eleanor was 
the grand-daughter of Philippa, the only child 

'^ Gcrvas Chroo. ann. 1 138. Chron. Norman, p. 994. 
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A.D.II59. of William IV. earl of Thouloufe; but that 
early before his death, conveyed all his domi- 
nions to his brother Raimond earl of St. Giles, 
whofe grandfon, of the fame name, \i^as now 
earl of Thouloufe. When Eleanor was queen 
of France, her hufband, Louis VII. efteemed 
her pretenfions to the earldom of Thouloufe fo 
good, that he befieged that city ; but ivas pre- 
vented from profecuting the fiege, by his expedi- 
tion into the Holy Land. Henry being now 
the hulband of Eleanor, determined to aflfert her 
right to that great earldom, which then compre- 
hended Quercy and the greateft part of Lan^ 
guedoc"'. In order to this, he came over into 
England in the beginning of this year, and held 
a great council of his prelates, barons, and mi* 
litary tenants, who willingly agreed to pay a 
fum of money rather than ferve in perfon in 
this diftant expedition. The fum demanded, and 
paid, for each knight's fee, was three pounds j 
by which he raifed pne hundred and eighty thou- 
fand pounds, in England, equal in weight of 
filver to five hundred and forty thoufand pounds, 
and in efficacy at lead to two million feven hun- 
dred thoufand pounds of our prefent money '^ 
£xpedi- After Eafter he returned into Normandy, where 

agTinft ^^ levied a fimilar tax from his miUtary tenants. 
Thou. and with this money he took into his fervice 
great multitudes of adventurers or foldiers of 
fortune, with whom all the countries of Europe 

Chron. Norman, p. 995. <' Gervas Chron. c. 138 1 • 
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abounded in thofe times. About Midfummer A.D.1159. 
Henry affembled his own troops, and thofe of 
his allies (among whom were Malcolm king of 
Scotland, who was knighted in this, expedition, 
and Raimond earl of Barcelona, and king of 
Aragon), in Guienne, and from thence invaded 
Quercy, where he took the city of Cahofs. He 
then direfted his march towards Thouloufe, with 
a view to inveft that city j but received intelli- 
gence by the way, that the king of France had 
thrown himfelf into it, with a body of troops, 
and declared his refolution to defend it to the laft 
extremity. The famous Thomas Becket, who 
was then chancellor of England, and Henry's 
greateft favourite, vehemently urged him to pro- 
ceed, and feize, without ceremony, the perfon 
of his fovereign lord, of whom he held all his 
cxtenfive territories on the continent, and to 
whom he had fwom fealty. But this advice was 
prudently rejefted, as too bold and dangerous, 
inconfiftent with his oath of fealty, and with 
that refpefl: which he owed to the perfon of his 
fovereigUj which it was the intereft of a prince 
who had fo many powerful vaflals of his own, to 
hold facred and inviolable. Henry therefore de- 
clared, that out of refpeft to the king of France, 
he would not befiege Thouloufe ; but he profe- 
cuted the war in other places with equal vigour 
and fuccefs '^ Thi« war continued both in Lan- 

'9 Fitz-Stephen. Vita 8. T. Cantuar. p. ai. Joann. in Quadri- 

. guedoc, 
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A.D.1159; guedoc, on the frontiers of Normandy, and i» 
other places, from Auguft to December ; when 
a truce was concluded for fix months, and nego- 
tiations for a peace were fet on foot. 

A.D.ri6o. Before the expiration of this truce, the term* 

wa"?^ of peace were fettled, by which Henry was per- 
mitted to. retain all thofe places in the earldom of 
Thouloufe that he had conquered. But before 
the final conclufion of the treaty, fome mifun- 
derftanding arofe between the two kings, which 
put off the ratification of it to the month of 
Odober, when the prince of England did ho- 
mage to the king of France for the duchy of 
Normandy ^. 

War with This peace was of very fliort duration. By 
an article in the treaty, the towns of Gifors, 
Neufle, and Newchatel, the marriage portion of 
the princefs Margaret (the eldeft daughter of the 
king of France by his fecond queen), who had 
been promifed in marriage to prince Henry about 
two years before, were to be delivered up, by 
the knights-templars, to whom they were then 
committed, into the hands of the king of Eng- 
land, as foon as the efpoufals between the royal 
infants were celebrated, with the confent of the 
church. The king of England dreading a change 
in the difpofitions of the French monarch, who 
had married -a princefs of the houfe of Blois, 
after a widowhood of only twelve days, and 
being very defirous to fecure his fon*s marriage 



*o Cbron. Norman, p. 997. 
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with the French prlncefs, and to get poffeflion of A.D.1160. 
her fortune, prevailed upon the pope's legate to 
celebrate the cfpoufals between Henry and Mar- 
gaf et (who had been fent into Normandy to be 
educated), though the prince was only fix, and 
the princefs only five years of age. As foon as 
this ceremony was performed, he demanded and 
obtained the three towns from the knights- 
templars, according to the ftipulations of the 
treaty. The king of Frailce was fo much irri- 
tated at this tranfa£lion, that he banifhed the 
three knights who had delivered up the three 
towns, and commaiced hoitilities againil: the 
king of England ". 

The Operations of this new war were of fmall A.D.1161; 
iiiipdrtance. For when the two armies lay near treaty of 
each other in the month of June, and ndther of 
the kings difcovered any inclination ^o attack 
the other, their common friends interpofed their > 
good ofEceSj and a peace was concluded about 
Midfummer, on the fame terms with the former "• 
This peace gave both kings an opportunity of 
attending to the affairs of the church, and partis 
cularly to the great difpute between the two 
}>opes, Alexander III. and Viftor IV. ; on which 
fubjed): each king having held a council of bis 
clergy in July, they both met in a general coun- 
cil at Thouloufe in Auguft, and ^agreed to ac» 
knowledge pope Alexander '^ 

^i W. Neubrigen. 1« «. c. 14. R. Hoveden, p. %%%. M. ParlSf 
p. 68. YpodigmaNeuftriae, ann. 1160. 
** Chron. Norman, p. 998. ** W. Neubrigen. 1. a.c. 9. 
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.D.ii6«. Henry fpent this year in great tranquillity oit 

InterTicw^ ^^ Continent, regulating the civil and eccle- 

with the fiaftical affairs of his foreign dominions ; and for 

France. ^^^ purpofe he held feveral affemblies of his 

prelates and nobility *^ In autumn the kings of 

France and England had an interview with their 

pope, Alexander 111. at Torcy on the Loire, at 

which thefe two great monarchs condefcended to 

hold that pontiff's ftirrups as he mounted his 

,horfe, and to guide the reins of his bridle as they 

conduced him into the town *^ Such was the 

real or political humility of princes, and the 

pride of priefts, in thofe fuperftitious times. 

A.D.1163. After an abfence of more than three years, 

tu^n^iDto "^^"S Henry landed at Southampton, January 
England. a6th, and was received, with the greateft demon- 
ftrations of joy by his Englifli fubjefts of all 
ranks *^ • Malcolm king of Scotland paid him 
a vifit this fummer, and renewed the peace be- 
tween the two kingdoms, giving his youngeft 
brother David, ^nd the fons of fome of his earls, 
* as hoftages for the performance of the condi'- 
tion&of the treaty, particularly for the furrender 
of' fome caftles*% At the fame time, viz. July 
I ft, Owen Guyneth, prince of North Wales, and 
.Rheefe, prince of South Wales, did homage to 
king Henry, and to prince Henry his eldeft fon, 
at Woodftoke, for their refpeftive principalities. 
In the courfe of this year, conxmiflioners a|)- 

*^ Chron. Norrpan. p. 998. *5 Id. ibid. 

** lU. p. 999. ^1 Id. ibid. 
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pointed by the king took an inquifition of all A;r).ii6 3. 
the knights* fees that wete in England at the '^^''"*^* 
death of Henry I. and at' this time, together • * 
with the various fervices and preftations due by 
each to the crown, to ferve as a rule for exafting 
thofe fervices and preftations ^^i :3l work ftill 
preferved in the exchequer, and, next to Doomf- 
day-book, of the greateft utility *^. 

The moft important tranfactions of this and bf A.D.n64. 
feveral fucceeding years, confifted of the violent ^'1^"^"^, 
difputes between the king and the famous Tho^ mas Beck- 
mas Becket, now become archbifliop of Canter- *^* 
bury ; and belong more properly to the eccle- 
fiaftical than to the civil hiftory of England 2°i 

In Leht A. Di 1165^ Henry wetit over into a.D,ii6j* 
Normandy^ and had an interview with the king Nor^V.* 
of France at Gifors, about Eafter ; after which ^y* and 
he wjls^ vifited at Rouen by his coulin Philip feari EngUfad. 
of Flandersj to whom he had been a very faith-^ 
ful guardian^'. On his return into England, in 
fummer, he received the d^mbaifadors of the em- 
peror Frederic, at Weftminfter, who came to 
demand his eldeft daughter Maude in marriage 
for Henry duke df Saxony and Bavaria, fon of 
the late emperor Conrade ; and they fiicceeded in 
their negotiation ^\ In the autumn he marched 
with a body of troops into Wales, and , defeated a 
eoiifiderable army of the enemy^ commanded by 
three of their princes* 

*' M, Paris, p. 70, col. %» Dicet, col. 536. 

*9 Vide Lib. Rub. Scaccani. 3» See chap< «• 

3< Chroii* Korman* pf looo* p Pov^eI> p. ,ai2. 
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A.D.XI65. Henry having fpent the winter in England, he 
j^'^ returned, in Lent A. D* i 1 66^ to the conti- 
turns into nent, wherc his prefence was become neceffary. 
ciy. ' Some of the powerful and faftious barons of La 
M*^"^d^* Maine had formed a confederacy, and difregarded 
fcated. the authority of que^i Eleanor, who a&ed as 
regent of the dominions on the continent, wherc 
fhe now refided; and feveral barons of Britanny 
had alfo Entered into this confederacy. Henry, 
condudiing w army into La Maine, foon reduced 
the refraftory nobility of that country to due 
fubmiffion, by taking and demolifhing their 
caftles. 
Duke of Conan duke of Britanny had fome time ago 
J^5n?L betrothed his only child, Conftantia, to Geof- 
dominions frey, the king of England's third fon ; and now 
&c. ^^^* finding himfelf unable to keep his turbulent ba- 
rons in fubjedion, he refigned his duc{iy into the 
hands of that king, to be governed by him, for 
the benefit of Geoffrey and Conftantia during 
their minority. Henry accepted of this refigna-* 
tion, made a progrefs through Britanny, and re- 
ceived the homage of the barons and military 
tenants of that country, which was a confider- 
able acceffion to his power". On December 
5th, he was vifited, at Mount St. Michael in 
Normandy, by William, furnamed the Lhn^ 
king of Scotland, who had lately mounted that 
throne on the death of his brother Malcolm 
IV ^ The affairs of the Chriftians in the 

33 Chron. Norman, p. looo. Chron, Trevel. ann, ii65' 
3^ Chron. Mailros, ann* 1166. 
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Holy Land being at this time in great diftrefs, A.D.1166. 
Henry, with the confent pf his prelates and 
barons, impofed a tax of two-pence in the pound 
for one year, and one penny in the pound for 
four years after, on the goods of all his fubjeds 
on the continent, and a fimilar tax/ in the fame 
manner, on his Englifli fubjefts, for their re» 
Uef «. 

A mifunderftanding arofe in the beginning of A.D.11 67, 
this year between the kings of France and Eng- ^^'' ^"** 
gland, occafioned by feveral matters of no great and truce. 
importance, in which their views and interefts 
were incompatible. Both thefe monarchs raifed 
^mies, and took and deftroyed towns and caftles ; 
but a flop was put to their deftrudive ravages, 
by a truce, which was concluded in the month 
of Auguft, to continue till the fucceeding 
Eafter^^ The cmprefs Maude, who had for- 
merly afted a diftinguilhed part in the affairs of 
Europe, but fince the acceffion of her illuftrious 
fon to the throne of JEngland had lived in an 
honourable retirement at Rouen, died there on 
September i oth this year*, and was buried in 
the abbey of Beec ; to which (he had been a be- 
nefadrefs ". 

The barons of Poitou and Guienne, difcon- A.D.ii6$ 
tented with feme meafures of Henry's govern- f^^^ff 
ment, which are not mentioned, having fecretly rebellions 
put themfelves under the prote^on of the king '^^j*®"**"* 

if Chron« TreveK ann. ii66. 3^ Id, ibid. 

37- Chron. Norman, p. noi. 
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;/i.D.i^6s^ of France, and given him hoftages for their fide- 
lity, broke out into open rebellion in the firft 
months of this year. But they foon had reafon 
to repent of their raflinefs. For Henry, march- 
ing with great expedition into their country, took 
and demoKflied their ftrongeft caftles, and re- 
duced them to thp neceffity of profeffing their 
willingnefs to fubmit to his authority, if he 
could recover their hoftages from the king of 
France. To accomplifh this, he had an inter- 
view with that prince, between Mante and Pacey, 
about the "end of the Eafter holidays. But Louis 
abfolutely refufed to give up the hoftages, and 
only agreed to prolong the truce till Midfum- 
mer. In the meantime the barons of Britanny, 
who had fccretly promifed fubjeSion and given 
hoftages to the French monarch, threw oflF the 
nia&, and refufed to ohty Henry's commands to 
join his army. They had no better fuccefs than 
their neighbours of Poitou and Guienne; their 
caftles were feized, and they were conftrained to 
offer fubmiffion on the fame terms. This pro- 
duced a fecond interview between the two mo- 
narchs about Midfummer, in which the king of 
France refufing to give up the hoftages which hp 
had received from Henry's rebellious barons, the 
truce was not pVolonged, and an open war broke 
out, which continued feveral months without any 
memorable aftion ^% 

?? Chron. Norman, p. 1002, 
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Both kings being at length weary of a war, A.D.1169. 
which was very pernicious to their fubjeSs, with- pcac^ with 
,out being either honourable or advantageous to France, 
^hemfelves, a peace was concluded between 
them, January 6th, A. D. 1169. On this oc- 
calion, prince Henry of England did homage to 
,his father-in-law the king of Frtoce, for Anjou 
and Maine, as he had forn>erly done for Nor- 
mandy ; prince Richard, the king of England's 
fecond fon, did homage for Aquitaine ; and 
Geoffrey, his third fon, for Britanny^^ The 
reft of this year was fpent in improving the for- 
tifications of the frontier towns of Nornjandy^ 
and in various negotiations with Thomas Becket 
^rchbifliop of Canterbury, which will be related 
in the fecond chapter of this book. 

The ceremonies of coronation and the royal AD. 1170. 
unftion were efteemed more important and ef- JJrn7imJ 
fential in the times we are now delineating than England, 

crowns his 

they are at prefent. Hence proceeded that ex- fon prince 
treme hafte that princes with difputed titles dif- ^j"^^' 
* covered to have thofe ceremonies performed upon turns to 
them; and the defire of many of the kings of jy/"*^' 
France, to fee their fons crowned and anointed 
in their own lifetime as the moft effeftual fecu- 
rity of their fucceffion. Henry, prompted by 
parental affedion^ and influenced by feveral po- 
fitical reafons, had refolved to have his eldeft foDi 
prince Henry crowned and anointed king of 
]ElngIand as foon as poflible. But as he was 

39 ChroHt Norman, p. looj. 
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A.P. 1170. HQ^ at variance with the archbifhop of Canter- 
bury who claimed an exclufive right to perfomi 
thefe ceremonies^ the execution of this defiga 
was attended with no fmall difficuhy. Being 
fenfibie of this, he conduced it with great dex* 
terity and art. Having brought all hJs domi- 
nions on the continent to a ftate of perfeft tran- 
quillity, he came over into England, from whence 
)ie had been abfent about four years, and, landing 
at Pof tfmouth, March 3d, fpon after held a par- 
liament or affembly. of his great men. In this 
affembly commiflioners were appointed to vifif 
each county in the kingdom, and to make find: 
Inquiry into the conduft of the fheriffs and other 
inagiftrates during the king's abfence, and to 
fcring the refult of their inquiries to another 
great council to be held at London, June 4th* 
At this laft affembly, William king of Scotland, 
David his brother, the prelates, earls, barons, 
iheriffs, bailiffs, and aldermen of all England, 
were prefent, anxious and uncertain about the 
Wng's defigns, when, to their great fuiprife, 
prince Henry, who had arrived from Normandy 
only th^ week before, was folemnly crowned and 
inointed king, by Rogei* archbifliop of York ; 
and, the day iJter, all the members of this af- 
fembly fwore fealty to the , young king, with a! 
laving of the fealty they owed to his father'**'* 
About Midfummer king Henry the feth^ rcp- 

40 Brompton, col, io5o. Gervas Car.t, col, 1410. Bencdia, 
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turned into Normandy, leating the young A-®-»i7o, 
]dng regent of England. He had an interview 
indth the king of France, July 224, in which that 
prince complained, that his daughter Margaret 
had not been i;rovmed with her hiifband. But on 
Henry^s afluring him, that this was owing only tx> 
the difpatch and fecrepy that were neceflary aa 
that occafion, and promifing that this defeft 
fliould be fupplied as foon as poflible, he feemed 
to be cqntented. ^Soon after this interview, the 
king of England, being feized with a fevere fit of 
ficknefs, made his will, and bequeathed to his 
f^Ideil fon the kingdom of England, the duchy 
of Normandy, with the earldoms of Anjou and 
Maine, requiring him to make fome * provifion 
for his youngefl: fon John ^ to his fecond fon, 
Richard, he left the duchy of Aquitaine ; and to 
his third fon, Geoffrey, the duchy of Britanny ^'. 
After his recovery from this ficknefs, he had a 
difpute with the king of France^ about the arch- 
biihopric of Bourges, which produced one of 
thofe fhort and unimportant wars that were fo 
frequent in the times we are now confidering **. 

Henry IL had entertained thoughts of invad- A.D.ii7f. 
ing Ireland, and attempting the conqueft of that J^J^e^Der- 
ifland, very foon after his acceflion to the throne' mot kin^ 
of England. In .the fecond year of his reign, und/rUir 
having obtained a bull from pope Adrian IV. Fo»«c- 
who was an Englifhman, authorifing and exhort- 
ing him to that undertaking, he proceeded fo 



^' Benedifl. Abbas, p. 56. 
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^^.M^r. fax as to communicate his defign to a great coun- 
cil of his nobility; but was diffuaded by his 
mother the emprefs from proceeding any further, 
at that time *'. An event happened A. D. 1 1 68, 
:ivhich called his attention towards that ifland, 
and aflForded him a fpecious pretence for inter- 
meddling in its aflfairs. Dermot Macmorroh 
king of Leinfter (one of the five kingdoms into 
which Ireliind was . then divided) having been 
. expelled from his dominions by his own fubjedl?, 
with the affiftance of the kings of Meath and 
Connaught, for his tyranny and other vices, im- 
^ plored the protedion of the king of England, 
promifing to hold his kingdom, of him as his 
fovereigii lord, if he was reftored to it by his aid. 
c Though Henry, who was then in Guientie, was 
much pleafed with this application, he was too 
much engaged in his difputes with the church 
and the king of France^ to think of an imme- 
diate expedition into Ireland in perfon. But 
that Dermot might not be quite difcouraged, he 
gave him letters-patent direflied to all his fiib- 
jeds in England, and other countries, declaring 
that he had taken him under his proteftion, and 
giving them licence to aid and affift him in the re- 
covering of his kingdom ^. With thefe letters, 
and a decent appointment out of the royal trea- 
• fury for his fupport, the exiled prince returned 
' info England, and took up his refidence at 

♦3 Chr9n. Norman, p. 991, Rymer Foedera^ I, i. p. 15. 
#t G. Ca/nbrenf. Expug. Hibcrn. 1. 1. c. i, p. 760, 
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Briftol, on account of its vicinity to his own A.D.n7>f 
dominions. 

Here he entered into a negotiation with Richard ExpedU 
de Clare, furnamed Strongbow, earl of Strigul or fo^e^Eng- 
Pembroke, to whom he promifed his daughter j»fli barony 
Eva in marriage, with the fucceffion to his Tung- jand, 
dom at his death, on conditiQn that the earl cam^ 
over into Ireland next fpring A.D. 1169, with 
fufEcient fprces to reftore him to his throne % 
After the conclufion of this treaty, Dermot 
removed to St. David's, to be ftill nearer Ireland, 
and engaged two noblepien pf tl)efe parts, Maur 
rice Fitzgerald and Robert Fitzftephen, to affift 
in his reftoration, by the promife of large eftate?* 
Relying on the efFefl: of thefe treaties, he ven- 
tured over into Leinfter in the winter ; and being 
joined by Fitzftephen in the fpring, and afterr 
wards by Fitzgerald, he recovered all his* former 
dominions in the courfe of the campaigp A*I)? 
1169^. Elated, but not contented with this 
fuccefs, he began to afpire to the fovereignty of 
all Ireland, and by frequent meflages eameftly 
folicited earl Strongbow to fulfil his engage- 
ments, by coming to his aifift^ce with a powerful 
army. 

Though that earl had made great preparatipns ^ari 
for his Irifli expedition, he durft not venture to ^^^^^Si 

, , , bow 8 €»• 

engage in it without the permiffion of his fove- pedirion ' 
reign, when the objeft was not the reftoration pf land,^"^' 

45^ G. Cambrenf. JExpug. Hibcrn. 1. i. c* a. p. 761, 
f6 Id. L j.c 3<— u. 
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l^j^'y*! Dermot, but the conqueft of Ireland; and in 
order to obtain that permiflion, he went over to 
the king in Nqrmandy. Henry hefitated much 
about granting bis requeft ; but having at length 
let fail fome words which feemed to imply a 
grant of his defire, the earl laid hold upon them^ 
$ind haftening into England, puflied his prepara^- 
tions with the greateft vigour. When he had 
coUefted an army of twelve hundred men, ia 
which were two hundred knights, with a fleet 
fufficient to tranfport them' into Ireland, he 
received pofitive orders from the king to defift 
from his enterprife. This threw him into great 
perplexity, and occafioned fome delay. But at 
length reflefting that he was ruined if he defifted, 
and had the profpefi of a fplendid fortune if he 
proceeded, he ventured to fail from Milford- 
haven, and landed near Waterford, Auguft •23d, 
A. D. II 70, and a few days after took that town 
by ftwm. Here he was joined by Dermot, and 
his marriage with Eva the eldeft daughter of that 
prince was celebrated ; after which, the forces of 
all the Englifh adventurers being united to thofe 
of the Jdng of Leinfter, they took the city of 
Dublin, and reduced the whole kingdom of 
Meath before the end of that campaign^'. Oi^ 
the ift day of May A.D. . 1171, Dermot king 
of Leinfter died at Femes ; and was fucceeded 
in that kingdom by earl Strongbow, his fon«in« 
law, without any oppofition ^^. 

♦7 G. Cambrenf. Expug. Hibern. U I. c, i3"~'^« W. Neu« 
brigen. 1. «• c> 26* 
^B £xpug. Hibern. 1. i. c« aOi p* 771. 
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The news of the fucceffes of thefe advent urersi A.D.nyu 
in Ireland being carried to Henry, who was ftill jj^'^^ 
in Normandy, he was much offended with their prociama- 
prefumption, in flighting his orders, and attempt- Ih^cfc^"* 
ing the conqueft of kingdoms, whidh he had p«dition8* 
meditated. To put a flop to their further pro« 
grefs, he iffued a proclamation, prohibitihg any 
of his fubjeds from failing into Ireland^ and 
commanding all thofe who were in that ifland to 
return into Englanii before the feaft of Eafter, 
on pain of perpetual baniihment, and the con- 
fifcation of their eftates'*'. Strongbow wa$ 
greatly alarmed at this proclamation, as it tended 
to deprive him of his followers, and indicated 
the high difpleafure of his fovereign ; to mitigate 
which he fent Reymond, one of his greateft con- 
fidents, to the king, to make him an offer of 
all his acquiiitions in Ireland, in the moil 
humble and fubmiiSve terms ^^ Though this 
offer could not fail to be agreeable to Henry, he 
received it with a fuUen filence, and Reymond 
was obliged to return to his mafter without any 
pofitive affurance of pardon, 

Henry having fettled his affau's on the con- Henry'» 
tincnt, and left his dominions there under the «p«^'i»o* 
government of the young king his fon, failed land. 
for England, and landed at Fortfmouth Auguft 
3d. As foon as Strongbow heard of the king's 
arrival in England, he came over, and threw 
himfelf at his feet, imploring his pardon^ and 

^ G. CainbrenC. Expug. Hibern. Uu c, 19. f^ Id. ibid. 
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I'efigniiig all his coriqueflis to his difprbfaL 
Henry's rfefentirient being overcome by this fub- 
miffive deportment, he receited him into favour j 
reftored him his eftate in England, which had 
been confifcated 5 and even permitted hitfi td 
retain a gfcat part 6f thfe kingdom of Leinfter, 
tb be held of the crown of England 5 but took 
the city of Dublin and all the towns on the coaft 
%itd his own hands 5'. All things being now itt 
readinefs for his Irifh expedition, the king em-^ 
barked his airmy on board a fleet of four hundred 
and forty tranfports, at Milford-haven, and fail- 
ing ftom thence, "With a fair wind, landed, OQ:o- 
ber 26th, near Waterford^ one of the towns 
Kfigned to him by Strongbow, where he Wa& 
.received with joy^ The fame of his arrival foon 
fpread over all the country, and difpofed the? 
petty princes of thofe parts to make their fub- 
miflions, and acknowledge him as their fovereign 
lord. He entertained them with great civility ;- 
and having received their homage, and oaths of 
fealty, and impofed a moderate annual tribute 
upon each, as an acknowledgment of his fove- 
rcignty, he difmifled them with valuable pre- 
fents *^k * From Waterford he marched at the 
head of his army to Dublin, which he entered, 
November 2 ift, without having feen or hear*d of 
any enemy. In this city he celebrated the feftival 

5« W. Neuhrigen. L %, c» 26. 

5* BenedI6l» Abb^s, ann. n/i* p. 27* Bxpug. Hibern. 1. 1* 
c,30|2i. 



Ch.i. $3- CIVIL AND MILITARY; 145 

of Chriftmas, ' in a wooden palace ereSed for a-D.u7m 
that purpofe, in which he not only entertained '~^'^*^ 
the great men of his own court and army, but 
many of the Irifli princes and chieftains, who 
were much fdrprifed at the great plenty and 
variety of provifions ". While he refided in this 
city, Roderic king of Connaught, the fupreme 
monarch of Ireland, had an interview^ ^n the 
banks of the river .Shannon, with Roger dc 
Lacy and \ViUiani Fitzaldelm, commiflioners 
appointed to receive his homage, and fettle his 
tribute, which they did ; and by that tranfac- 
tion the conqueft of the ifland was in a manner 
completed ^\ 

The king fpent the firft months of this year at A.D,ii7«* 
Dublin, in regulating the affairs of his new^ Hen«7'.« 

• • ••'• • . return into 

dominions, and in improving their police (which Engtand, 
was very imperfeftj, by introducing the Engiiih" ^^^^^^ 
laws and cuftoms". The Irifh clergy, in the Norman- 
zSts of a council held at Cafhel, 25th March ^' * 
this year, confefs their obligations to their new 
fovereign on this account, in very ftrong terms^ 
acknowledging, ** That before his coming into 
** Ireland, many evil cuftoms had prevailed 
** there, which by his power and wifdom were 
" now abolifhed ^*/* Soon after Candlemas, 
Henry left Dublin, and took up his jrefidence at 
Wexford,, where he impatiently expefted news 
from England. But a fucceffion of violent ftorms 

5J Expug. Hibern. 1, i. c. 32. 5* Id. ibid. 

*» M. Paxis, p. 88* ^^ Expug, Hibern. c. 34. p. 777- 
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AJ).ii7t. interrupted all navigation betv^een the two 
iilands for feveral weeks* At length, about th€^ 
middle of Lent, he received intelligence, that 
two legates from the pope, about the affair of 
Becket's murder, had waited for him fome 
months in Normandy, and threatened to lay all 
his dominions under ati interdid:, if be did not 
loon iippean Though he ardently defired to 
^nd the fummer in Ireland, he immediately 
prepared for his departure ; and having put gar- 
idfons into all the places of ftrength in his pc^*^ 
ieifion, and appointed Hugh de Lacy (a noble- 
man in whofe courage, wifdom, and fidelity he 
fepofed the greateft confidence) governor of 
Dublin, and chief jufticiary of the kingdom, he 
foiled from Wexford on Eafter Monday, and iit 
the evening landed at Portfinnan in South 
Wales ". Faffing with as much expedition as 
paffible through Wales and England, he em^ 
barked, together with his fon the young king, 
at Portfmouth, and landed at Barfleur in Nor* 
roandy, on the 9th of May*^ The king of 
France was fo much furprifed at the news of his 
arrival, that he cried out, " this Henry of 
** England rather flies than either rides or 
" fails ^^.** At an interview between thefe two 
monarchs foon after, all their differences were, 
in appearance at leafl, compromifed, and young 
king Henry, with liis queen, Margaret pf 

97 Expug. HJbcrn. L i. c, 35, 36, 37. Benedift* Abbas, p. 31, 3a. 
K. Hoveden. Annai. p. 303. 
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France, were fent over into England, and were AJy.nr^ 
both folemnly crowned at Winchefter, Auguft 
27th, and immediately returned to the continent. 
On the arrival of thefe perfonages, a great coun- 
drwas held at Avranches, September 27th, in 
which the troublefome afFair relating to the mur- 
der of Thomas Bccket was terminated, and king 
Henry the father recdved abfolution from the 
pope's legates ; to procure which he promifed, 
amongft other things, to take the crofs next 
Chriftmas for the recovery of the Holy Land, . 
and in the mean time to give as much money to 
the knights templars as would maintain two 
hundred knights a whole year for the defence of 
Jerufalem*°. The king of France, pretending 
to have a ftrong defire to fee his daughter the 
young queen of England, and his fon-in-law, 
they were fent to his court in November, where 
they continued till they were remanded by Henry, 
who began to be fufpicious that Louis, who 
never was his real friend, might give his fon 
fome improper advice ^ 

Henry was in great profperity in the beginning A.p.nyj. 
of this year, and his profperity feemed to be Confpira- 
built on the moft folid foundations. He was in againi?** 
the prime of life — ^had a numerous family of fons h? J f^a ^^ 
and daughters, of whom he was remarkably fond^ &c. 
and for whom he had made the moft munificent 
provifions— his extenfive dominions were in a 
ftate of the moft profound tranquillity, and per- 

60 See Brady's Hift. vol. i. Append, n. 6r| tfj, 
^> Benedict Abbas^ P* 37*' 
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A.D.if73. feft fubmiffion to his authority — ^and his friend- 
fliip was courted by all the princes of Europe. 
But, notwithftanding all thefe fair appearances, 
he was really on the very brink of ruin. A mine 
was ready to be fprung under him, which threat- 
ened his deflrudion. This mine was formed by 
his own family, who were the objefts of his 
ftrongeft affeftion, and of whom he had merited 
the warmeft returns of gratitude and duty. His 
cldeft fon Henry had fome good, but many bad 
qualities. In particular, he was fond of flattery, 
extravagantly expenfive ; and his vanity and ambi- 
tion were both unbounded^*. Being crowned at 
the age of fifteen, he became impatient to reign 
independent of hiSL father. This impatience was 
inflamed by his mother queen Eleanor (who was 
enraged at her hufband on account of his gallant- 
ries j, by her uncle Ralfe de Faye, by his father- 
in-law the king of France, and, in a word, by 
all who were' about his perfon, or had any (hare 
in his favour ^K By thefe an unnatural confpiracy 
was formed for dethroning Henry 'the father, 
and inverting young Henry with all his authority. 
This plot was conduced with great fecrecy ; and 
befides the king of France, feveral foreign princes 
were engaged in it, by extravagant grants made 
to them by the young king; — as William the 
Lion, king of Scotland, to whom were granted 
the counties of Cumberland and Northumber- 



^* Topographs Hibernlae DIftlna, 3. 1. 49, ro. p. 751. 
•j W. Ncubrigcn. 1, 2. c. 17, 
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land; — ^Philip earl of . Flanders, to whom was A.D.it7i. 
granted the earldom of K6nt ; his brother ^ ' 
Matthew earl of Boulogne, to whom were granted 
the county of Mortain in Normandy, and fome 
la^ds in England ; — and Theobald earl of Blois, 
to whom were granted an annuity, and all 
Henry's eftates in Touraine*^ Many of the 
mod powerful barons, both in England and in 
all the provinces on the continent, were brought 
to join in this confpiracy, together with the two 
young princes, Richard and Geoffrey *^ . 

The lad hand was put to this plot when yoilng Undutifui 
Henry refided in the court of France, in the end of^'yoVmg'^ 
of tlie preceding year ; and on his- return from Henry to 
thence, he demanded of his father the immediate 
and entire poffeffion either of the kingdom of 
England, or of Normandy, Anjou, and Maine. 
On receiving a refufal to this demand, he was at 
no pains to conceal his difcontent ; and from 
thenceforward behaved in. the moft offenfive man*» 
ner to his too indulgent father. Of this it will be 
fufEcient to give one example. Humbert earl of 
Maurienne and Savoy, being in the Englifli court 
at Limoges in the beginning of this year, con*- 
trafted his eldeft daughter Adelais to prince 
John, king Henry's youngeft fon, February 2d, 
and in that contract granted all his dominions to 
the prince, if he died without male iffue, gnd a 
very conliderable part of them, even though he 
ihould leave a fon. King Henry being aiked by 

•4 Bencdifl. Abbasy p. 50, 51. *5 IdvP*5T» 5*» 53* 
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A»D.ii7s- the earl, what eftablifhment he defigned to make 
for his fon, propol'ed the three caftles of Loudun, 
Chinon, and Merebeau. But to this he could 
not by the moft earneft entreaties procure the 
confent of the young king, who totally difregarded 
all his father's folicitations, though in favour of 
his brother, and for fo fmall a (hare of fo great 
an inheritance *^ 
YoBDg On this king Henry removed feveral perfons 

flecsfrim ^^^ about his fon, who ht imagined gave him 
lu8 father, bad advice, and placed others, of whom he had 
a better opinion, in their room. But this had 
no other effedk, than to haften his flight int^ 
France, which he accompliflied about' the middle 
of Lent, His afflifted father purfued him as far 
as Alen9on ; but finding he could not overtake 
him, and beginning to apprehend what foon after 
happened, he applied himfelf with great dili- 
gence to put his frontier towns and caftles in the 
beft pbfture of defence ^\ 
The con- The flight of the young king was the fignal of 
break* rebellion to all who were engaged in this con- 
•***• fpiracy. He was foon after followed by his two 

brothers, Richard and Geoffrey, and by a pro- 
digious number of the barons of Normandy, 
Anjoti, Maine, and othier countries". Even 
queen Eleanor meditated a flight to the court of 
ter former hufband, from whom (he had been 
divorced J but being apprehended in difguife, 

*• Benedi^. Abbas, p. 46. 

*'' Id, \u4.';, Triyet. Chron, aiMi. ii73» 

•^ W.X^ubrigen, J, a. c. a;. 
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flie was kept in ftrid confinement •^ The defec- ^^^^21^1 
tion from king Henry the father on this occafion 
became fo great that he knew not whom to truft j 
and the world in general gave him up for loft. 

Though the fpirit of this brave prince was Wife a 
wounded in the moft tender part by the revolt of ki„g 
his own children, and of many on whom he had H^nry. 
beftowed the greatcft benefits^ it was fo far from 
being broken, that he never difplayed greater 
aftivity, wifdom,. and valour, than at this try- 
ing juncture. He fent ambaffadors to the court 
of France to expoftulate with Louis for encou- 
raging and fupporting his fons in their rebellion ; 
— ^he wrote accounts of this event to all the 
princes of Europe ; — he folicited the Pope to 
launch the thunders of the church agaiQft' his 
undutiful children, and their accomplices; — he 
difpatched letters to all the governors of his 
towns and caftles, to be upon their guard, and 
prepare for their defence ; — and* to all his barons 
in whom he had any confidence, to be in readinefs 
with their followers j and he took no fewer than 
twenty thouland Brabangons (a kind of foldiers 
of fortune) into his pay '^ 

It foon appeared that none of thefe precaUf ppcn war 
tions were unneceffary. For immediately aftei* piacw7 
Eafter the flames of war broke out at once in 
many diflferent places. The king of France, wit^ 

•^ Gervat Chron« p. 14*4. 

^^ R. Hoireden. Aonal. p. 306, 307, P. Blefins Eptft. 153. W« 
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-A.P117J. young Henry, at the head of a prodigious army, 
entered Normandy on one fide, and invefted 
Verneuil. The earls of Flanders and Boulogne 
entered it on the other, and laid fiege to Aumale ; 
while the rebellious barons of Anjou, Maine, 
Aquitaine, and Britanny, took the field, and 
• defolated the royal demefnes in thefe provinces '\ 
Nor did England enjoy greater tranquillity. For 
the king of Scotland invaded Cumberland, be- 
fieged Carlifle, and deftroyed the adjacent coun- 
try with fire and fword ; while the vaffals of the 
rebellious earl of Leicefter, and others, appeared 
in arms in the centre of the kingdom '*. 
Pemarka. ^^ ^^e midft of a}l thefe dangers Henry con- 
bie events tinu^d fercne and cheerful, waiting at Rouen 
on the con with his Braban^ons, and a few of his feithful 
fluent, barons, for an opportunity to aft with efficacy; 
trufting much to the ftrength of his fortified 
places, and to the fidelity and valour of his gar- 
rifons. The earls of Flanders and Boulogne 
appeared at firft the moft formidable of his ene» 
mies, having taken in a fhort time the towns of 
Aumale, Neuchatel, and Driencourt. But at 
the lafl: of thefe ^^laces the earl of Boulogne 
received a wound in his knee, of which he died 
in a few days ; and his brother the earl of Flaur 
ders was fo much ^fFefted with grief at this dif- 
after, and with remorfe for the unnatural- war in 
which he was engaged, that he retired out of 
Nornjandy with his own troops, and thofe of 

7' WNeubrigen. 1. a. c. 27, 7» Iienedi6l. Ahbas, p. 54. 
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Boulogne". Delivered from thofe dangerous ^-^'^^ 
enemies on that fide, Henry began to think of 
adting offenfively againft his other foes.' With 
this view he marched from Rouen, to attempt the 
relief of Vemeuil, which had been bravely de- 
fended, but was now reduced to great diftrefs 
for want of provifions. The king of France 
treated the firft reports of his approach with 
fcom, as thinking them incredible. But when 
he found them real, he raifed the fiege, and retired 
into his own territories, Auguft 9th, with fuch 
precipitation, that he left his camp a prey to 
his enemies. The French barons were fo much 
difcouraged with this ill fuccefs, that, the legal 
time of their fervice being ended, they dif- 
banded '^\ The defedion of the barons of 
Britanny had been the moft general, and they 
had done the greateft mifchief ; and therefore 
Henry, immediately after the diffolution of the 
French army, detached a great body of his brave 
and trufty Braban5ons into that province,* who 
defeated the rebels in a pitched battle, Auguft 
20th, and {hut up all the chiefs of them in the 
caftle of Doll,' to which they had fled for refuge. 
As foon as Henry received this agreeable news, 
he fet out from Rouen, and, travelling all night, 
arrived at Doll next morning, and prefled the 
fiege with fo much vigour, that the earl of 
Chefter, the baron de Fougers, and about a 

71 R. Hoveden. Annal* p. 306. W. Neubrigen. 1. a. c. 28. 
7* Id. ibid, 
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A.i>.«i7S. hundred other nobles, were obliged to furrender 

;tJt-,r*_p ^^ difcretion, Auguft 26th, and were fent to 
different prifons". The news of thefe events 
ilruck fuch terror into the rebellious barons in 
the other provinces, that they difmified their 
followers, and retired to their caftles. Thua 
were all the numerous enemies of Henry on the 
continent diflipated in a few months, with little 
lofs or labour, 
Erentsof Nor were his adverfaries in Britain more fuc* 
Britain. ccfsful. For Richard de Lucy, chief judiciary, 
took the town of Leicefter, July 28th, which 
belonged to Robert de Bellomont, jsarhof Leicgf^ 
(er, the king's moft inveterate enemy, who was 
then with the yoqng king in France, After thjs 
inarching northward, with Humphrey de Bohua 
high conftable of England, and o^her loyal 
barons, they compelle4 the king of Scotland, 
who had committed the moft horrid ravages in 
the northern counties, to retire into his own domi^ 
nions i into which they followed him, ^d would 
probably have committed equal r?ivage5, if they 
had not received intelligence, that the earl of 
Leicefter had landed near Walton caftle in Suf- 
folk, Odober 17th, with an army qf Flemings, 
Carefully concealing this intelligence from the 
king of Scots, they concluded a truce with that 
prince to the feaft of St. Hilary ; and marching • 
Hito the fouth with great expedition, encoun? 
tf red and defeated thp earl of Leicefter's army 

'' \V« Neubri|;eii» 1. s. c, S9» 
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near St. Edmondibury, November ift, taking AJD'tnyu 
that earl, with his countefs, and feveral noble* ■'^"~'"'*^ 
men prifoners '^ Thus ended this adive cam« 
paign, in a manner equally glorious and happy tp 
the elder Henry i who, in December, concluded 
a trace with the kings of France and Scotland, 
from the feaft of St. Hilary, to the end of the 
£after holidays next year ^^ 

Though the operations of war were fufpended A.i).iiy^ 
for fome months, by the truce and the feafon of conn^!** 
the year, preparations for it were going forward, tors for 
The confederates refolving to make the moft pai^!"*" 
vigorous efforts, efpecially againfl: England, 
formed the following plan for the operations of 
the next campaign. While the king of Scotlan4 
invaded the northern counties, the young king 
Jlenry, with the earl of Flanders, whofe ambi- 
tion had conquered his remorfe, were to land in 
the fouth, at the head of a powerful army of 
Flemings; and feveral Englifh earls, who had 
been perverted from their duty, were to rife 
with their followers in different counties, to in- 
creafe the public confufion. To detain the elder 
Henry on the continent, the king of France 
(accompanied by the two young princes, Richard 
and Geofirey) was to invade Normandy with all 
his forces ^'« 

In confequence of this well-concerted • plan, 9p^»- 
the king of Scotland, at the expiration of the the war. 

7^ BcnediA. Abbat, p. 69$ 70. M. Parit. f». 39* 
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AD" 74* truce, entered England with - a great army, and 
fpread terror and defolation over all the northern 
counties ; while David earl of Huntington, 
brother to the king of Scots, Robert earl of 
Ferrers, Hugh Bigot earl of Norfolk, Roger de 
Mowbray, and the numerous vaffals of the two • 
powerful earls of Leicefter and Chefter, took the 
field at the head of their followers in their refpec- 
tive counties. If the young king, with the earl 
of Flanders, had landed at this time, England 
muft have fubmitted to their authority. But by 
their delays the whole fcheme was difconcerted. 
Richard de Lucy, with fome loyal barons, made 
head againft the rebels in the centre of the king- 
dom ; while the well-aflfefted nobility of Lincoln- 
ihire and Yorkfhire, commanded and animated 
by Geoffrey, bifhop-eled of Lincoln, king 
Henry's natural fon by the fair Rofamond, de- 
feated Roger de Mowbray, and put a ftop to the 
progrefs of the king of Scotlai^d, obliging him to 
retire nearer to his own dominions ^^ 

When things were in this pofture, king Henry, 
having put his territories on the continent in the 
beft ftate of defence, embarked at Barfleur, July 
8th, and landed that evening at Southampton^ 
bringing with him the two queens, Eleanor^ and 
Margaret, with the captive earls of Chefter and 
Leicdfter. Influenced by motives, about which 
we can only form uncertain gueffes, he haftened 
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to Canterbury, to perform his devotions at the Al>ai74« 
fhrine of Thomas Becket, who was now efteemed '""^'^^^"^ 
the guardian of the Englifh nation, and was 
become the favourite objefl: of their* adoration. 
Having fpent a whole day and night in prbftra- 
tion, farting, and prayer, before the tomb of 
Becket, and expofcd his naked Ihoulders to the 
flagellations of the monks, he received abfolu- 
fion, and fet out for London; where he arrived, 
July 13th, — a day diftinguiflied by one of the 
moft memorable and happy events of his reign— 
the captivity of the king of Scotland \ 

That prince had inverted Alnwick cartfe ; and King ol^ 
rancymg himielr lecure irom the approach or any taktnpii- 
enemy, had fent out the bttlk of his forces in ^**'^^- 
three different bodies, to plunder the adjacent 
countries, retaining only his houfehold troops 
about his perfon, to rertrain the excurfions of the 
garrifon. The famous Ranulph de Glanville, 
then fheriff of Yorkfhire, afterwards chief jufti- 
ciary of England, receiving intelligence qf this 
ftate of things, colleded a choice body of about 
four hundred knights, with which he arrived at 
Newcaftle in the evening of July 12th. Here 
he halted a few hours to refrefh his men and 
' horfes, and marching about day-break, ap- 
proached very near the enemy's camp next morn- 
ing, quite undifcovered, under the cover of a 
thick fog. When the fog cleared up, Alnwick 
cartle was feen at a fmall dirtance, and the king 

' ^ >o W- Ncubrtgcn, 1, a. c, %$, • 
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A.0.1174. of Scots, with about feventy knights, engaged in 
^~^^"*^ the faihionable exercife of tilting in a neighbour- 
ing field. The king was not in the leaft alarmed 
at the fight of thefe armed troops, believing 
them to belong to his own fubjeQ: Puncan earl of 
Fife. Even when he difcovered th?it they were 
enemies, he was fo far from attempting to fave 
himfelf by flight, that fhaking his fpear, and 
crying to his attendants, " it will now be feen 
" who is a good knight," he boldly advanced to 
the attack. But his horfe being killed in the 
firfl encounter, he was thrown to the. ground and 
taken prifoner; at which his followers were fo 
much confounded that they either fled or yielded. 
Coft&. Henry being awakened from his fleep at mid- 

^oences of night, by the meflenger who brought the news of 
this event, leapt from his bed, and wept for joy, 
commanding all his friends to be called to him 
immediately, and all the bells of London to be 
rung to proclaim the happy tidings \ Nor was 
this exceflive joy without foundation. For the 
captivity of the king of Scots blafled all the 
fchemes of the confederates, and put an end to 
the troubles of England almoft in a moment. 
The Scotch army immediately retired, and the 
feveral corps of which it was compofed quarrelling 
amongft themfelves, gave their enemies ample 
revenge for the injuries they had done them* 
The rebellious barons laboured to anticipate one 

«» W. Neubrigen. 1. ». c. aj. %$• Bcncdia. Abbas, p. 77, 7.S. 
R. HovedcDi p. 308, 309% 
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another in making their fubmi(Uons, and giving A-O^n;** 
up their caftles ; and young Henry, with the 
earl of Flanders, who were ready to fail with a 
great fleet and army, no fooner heard of thefe 
events, than they laid aiide all thoughts of an 
invafion. 

The king of France having fummoned all his The king 
nobility to attend him, with their followers, befieget 
marched at their head, and • fat down before ^oueo. 
Rouen, the capital of Normandy, July 4ift, 
where he was foon after joined by young Henry 
and the earl of Flanders, with all their forces, 
which enabled him to pulh the fiege with great 
vigour, and without intermiflion. But the city 
was defended with equal vigour by the inhabit- 
ants, and feveral loyal barons who had thrown 
themfelves into it with their vaflals, and repelled 
all the open aflfaults of the befiegers, and alfo 
defeated an attempt that they had made to take it 
by furprife, on St. Laurence's day, Auguft loth, 
when a truce had been proclaimed \ 

Henry, hearing of the danger of his Norman Henry le- 

' o o turns t9 

capital, and having fettled his affairs in England, Norm»i\. 
embarked at Portfmouth, Auguft 7th, with his faVfes Ac 
Brabanjons, and a thoufand Welfh, whom he ^gtot 
had taken into his pay ; carrying with him the 
king of Scots, and the two potent earls oi 
Chefter and Leicefter ; but leaving the two 
queens behind him. He met with a favourable 
paiTage, and landed next day at Barfieur, having 

** W. NeubrigCD, 1. 1. c. 36, 
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A>D.ii74. fpent no more than one month on this moft for- 
^-^'^^'^^ tunate expedition, by which he faved his king- 
dom from the nioft imminent danger. Com- 
mitting his royal and noble captives to prifon at 
Falaife, he marched towards Rouen, which he 
entered by the bridge over the Seine, on Sunday, 
Auguft nth, and was received with every pof- 
iible demonftration of joy* Next morning he 
commanded the gate towards the enemy's camp, 
which had been walled up, to be opened, and 
the ditch to be filled ; and fent his Wellh troops 
into the neighbouring woods, who were fo for- 
tunate as to take a large convoy of prpvifions. 
The befiegers now defpairing to take the city, 
became anxious about their retreat, in order to 
which the king of France fent ambaffadors to 
propofe a conference to be held at Malauny, and 
a truce for two days ; to both which Henry 
^ confented* Under the proteftion of this truce, 
Louis marched his army through the Green 
Foreft ; but inftead of halting at Malauny to at- 
tend the conference, he purfued his march with 
great precipitation into his own territories *K 
Hettiy Though the king of France had efcaped froni 

sMho' a dangerous fituation by this difhonourable ftra- 
nourablc tagcm, he was now convinced that all. his efforts 
to ruin Henry would be in vain, and might end 
greatly to his own difgrace. He therefore fe- 
rioufly propofed a conference to be held at a 
place between Tours and Amboifej tvhere an 

*3 H. de DicetOy coL 57^. J. Brompt, col* lopS, 

end 



Ch. I. § 3. CIVIL AND MILITARY. i;^ 

end was put to this unnatural war, September A.D.T174- 
2 9th 5 by a peace, of which Henry prefcribed 
the terms. By this peace the formidable con- 
federacy againft him was diffolved, and all who 
had been engaged in it releafed from their oaths. 
His three rebellious fons threw themfelves at his 
feet, implored his pardon, and acknowledged 
his authority as ' a father and a king ;- and he af- 
figned them appointments for their fupfiort, more 
fuitable to his own generofity than to their merits. 
All prifoners were fet at liberty on both fides, 
and reftored to their eftates, except the king of 
Scots, and the earls of Leicefter and Chefter^ 
with whom a feparate peace was to be made. A 
total oblivion of all injuries on both parts was 
declared, and young Henry agreed to confirm all 
the grants that had been made by his father 
during the war \ 

Thus did this great prince, by his wifdom, Great le- 
valour, aftivity, and good fortune, bafile all king h€«- 
the attempts of a powerful combination, which '>• 
feemed to threaten him with inevitable ruin. Nor 
was his lenity on this occafioi^ lefs confpicuous 
than his other virtues. He fet at liberty, with- 
out any ranfora, no fewer than nine hundred 
and fixty-nine noblemen and gentlemen ; and 
even thofe* few who "^ere excepted out of this 
pacification were not treated with feverity. The 
kingdom of Scotland, after the captivity of its 

•♦ Benedi6l* Atb«s» P* S7— 9*» W; Neubrigen. 1. 2. c- 38. 
R* Hoveden, p. 309, 310. Kymcr Foedcra, p. 37, jg, 
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A.D.I 1 74. king, became a fcenc of the moft deplorable 
anarchy' and confufion, which made that prince 
and his nobility willing to fubmit almoft to any 
terms to procure his liberty; and Henry very 
prudently embraced this opportunity of reducing 
both to a feudal fubje£tion to the crown of Eng* 
land. On this (ingle condition a peace was con* 
eluded' at Falaife, December 8th, and the king 
of Scots engaged that he and his fucceflbrs, kings 
of Scotland, together with all their prelates and 
barons, (hould do homage and fwear fealty to 
Henry and his fucceifors, kings of England; for 
the due performance of which, in the firft in- 
ftance, certain hoftagcs were given, and the king 
was fet at liberty •*. 
A.D.ti75. Henry, who was a very fond indulgent parent, 
kindTrwt. ^2is fo much delighted with the recovery of his 
roent of fons out of the haiids of his enemies, that he 
treated them, not only with the greateft kindnefs, 
but with the greateft confidence; giving to the 
young king a commiffion in Normandy; to 
prince Richard in Poitou ; and to prince Geof- 
frey in Britanny, to command the forces of thefe 
provinces, for executing the late treaty, by dif- 
mantling certain caftles belonging to their own 
adherents ^^ 
Seemingly When the time approached for their returning 

TOndUa!*" *^^^ England, young Henry began to betray 
tion be. fome fears (which are faid to have been fuggefted 
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by meflages from the king of France) that hia A.D.11754 
Either might treat him with greater, feverity, and ^enry and 
even put him in prifon in that kingdom. But Jj*^^*? 
thefe fears being at length difpelled^ he threw their ic- 
himfelf once more at his father's feet, in . the |he?imf " 
caftle of Bure, near Caen, April 1% profeiling EngiancU 
his forrow for his former undutifulnefs, with 
many tears, ^d eameftly intreating him to al- 
low him to do homage, and fwear fealty, Vkt 
his other fubjeds, Sks a token of his forgiyenefs* ^ . 

This was accordingly done ; and Henry was {& 
fully convinced of his fon's flncerity and fteadi- 
nefs, that he fent him to the court of France 
(where he had been formerly feduced) to tak^ his- 
leave of his father4n-law ; from whenqe he r^«' 
turned to his father at Cheirburg; where they ce- 
lebrated the fellival of Eafter; after which they 
embarked together at Barfleur^ and landed. May 
9th, at Portfmouth *^ For fome time after their 
landing, the two kings cooftantly eaft together «C- 
the fame table, and even ikpt together in thef^ 
fame bed ", to convince the world of the cgr- 
diality of their reconciliaticm. In order to make 
the terms of the late pacification more firm and 
better known, they were read and ratified in a ^ 
great council or parliament held at Weftminfter^ 
May 2oth, in which young Henry renewed his 
homage, and repeated his oath of fealty tQ his 
father ^^ After this king Henry the father (ac- 

S7 Diecto» col. 5S5» 5Stf* Benedict* Alteti p. 96, 97* 
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A.i>.tii^5- companied by the young Tdng) made a progrcfe 
into thofe parts of the kingdom, where the de- 
feftion of the nobility had beai moft general, to 
fee their caftles demoliihed, and to pmii(h them 
by heavy fines for their tranfgreffions of the foreft- 
laws ; in which he feenis to have had two ends in 
view,— the repleniihing his own treafury, which 
was much cxhaufted, — ^and impoverifhing his dif- 

loyal fubjefts ^. 
Kin|tna In this progreis the two kings were met at 
itS^d^ York, Auguft loth, by William king of Scot- 
4oho- land, with all the prelates, earls, barons, and 
Hcnrf and freeholdets of his kingdom, who, according to 
his foil, ^g convention at Falaife, did homage to both 
kings, and fwore fealty, firft to king Henry the 
fathet, and then to king Henry thefon, faving 
their fealty to the father; on which their hot 
tagcs were fet at liberty**. Thus was this im- 
portant tranfaftion of the feudal fubjeOion of 
the crown and kingdom of Scotland to the crown 
tod kingdom of England completed. 
j^;„g^f At the return of the two kings from their 

connaught northern progrefs, they held a great council at 
Henry. Windfor, about Michaelmas, where a treaty 
.was ccwKluded with the ambafladors of Roderic 
O^donnar, king of Connaught, by which that 
prince agreed to hold his kingdom of the king 
of England^ . and to pay by way of tribute the. 

90 Bentdi£t, Abhas, p. ti«. 

9» BentdiftAbbas, p,iiy-i^o, R.HQtedeii,p. 31s, M.Farit, 
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tenth bide of all the cattle killed in his dbnii- A.O.117^. 

Since thrfr return from Normandy; tteni*y had A.D.1176. 
kc|)t his fon almoft contmually in his company^ hnd^hit 
with a view to gain his affeftions by the kind^fl three font, 
and niofl refpedful treatment^ as well as to in* RfaMrd^ 
llriia him in the arts of government. But this «n<*G«>^- 
foon became irkfome to the young king^ who PoitW • 
ardently defired to be at a diftance from fo grave 
a monitor, that he. might enjoy greater liberty; 
With this view he frequently folicited his Either 
to give him leave to pay a devotional vlfit to St. 
James of Campoftella. The king for foihe timtt 
redded thefe folicitations ; but at length wa^ 
obliged to yield to the teafing importunity of his 
fon, who was waiting at Portfmouth for a fair 
^ind, when his two brothers, Richard and Geof- 
frey, landed at Southampton^ on Good Friday^ 
This brought Henry back to court to viiit hi^ 
brothers; and his father prevailed upon him to 
accompany his brother Richard into Poitou, to 
af&ft him in teducing the refradory barons of 
that province: and on that expedition he failed 
from Portfmouth, April ipth'^ But as foon as 
he reached the continent, he t>aid little regard to 
his father's injundions^ or his own engagements^ 
fpending his time in the coitipany of tho& who had 
been his greateft confidents in his former revolt 
Heury, informed of his fon's fufpidous condu£l^ 

^ Rymer IMtden, p. 41, 41. fienedi^i AhhU, p. ias«-t^6. 
^1 B€iiedia« AbbMi |»« 140^ f 4t« 

M a endea* 



t(^4 



HISTORY OF BRITAIN. Book IfT. 



A.D.I 176. endeavoured to guard agamft its coBfequenceSy 
by demolifhing fome of the cafiles of thoft ba« 
tons who had been engaged in the late rebellion, 
and taking others of them into his own poflef^ 
fion^. 

Though Henry wad under a neceflity of dinii« 
nifhing tljie power of fome * of his barons who 
were of doubtful loyalty, he took much greater 
pleafure in pardoning, when he imagined it 
would be produftive of a good eflFeft. Of this, 
j^e g?ve the cleared: proof, in pardoning the two 
potent earls of Leicefter and Chefter, who had 
been excepted out of the late pacification, and 
ref^oring to them their great eftates, in a par- 
liament held at Northampton in January this 
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In another great council held at Marlborough, 
about Candlemas, orders were given to all the 
fheri& to make a ftrid inquiry into the number 
of knights fees in their re^dive coundes; and 
a proclamation was ifiued to all who held of the 
king by knights fervice^ to attend him at Lon^ 
don. May ift, with their, horfes and arms, in 
order to an expedition into Normandy^. But 
the report of thefe preparations feems to hare 
rendered the ufe of them unnece£iary« 

Hen^ was no leis famous over all Europe for 
his wifdom and juftice as a judge, diaa for hia 

94 R. Kovtden, p. 317. 

91 R. Iloveden, p. 310. Btnedi^. Ahtms, p* ifS* 
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power and greatnefs as a king} which engaged A.D.n;;. 
Sanchez king of Navarre, and Alphonfo king ofCaftiie 
of Caftile, to make a reference to him of all andNa* 
thdr differences, which had been the occafion of tcrmincd' 
long wars and much bloodflied. In confequence \^^p^r\n. 
of this, both thefe princes fent the moft learned mem at 
and eloquent . advocates to plead their caufc, ^" ^"' 
which was folemnly heard in a great council held 
at London, March 13th, and determined in a 
manner perfedtly agreeable to both parties ^^: a 
tranfadion more honourable to Henry than maiiy 
viftories. 

Much important bufinefs was tranfaEted in Tmnfac- 
another great council held at Oxford, in May," pTdfament 
at which the princes and chief lords of Wales *^ ^^^^^* 
attended, and did homage to Henry for their 
territories and eftates* In this council he de« 
clared his youngeft fon prince John lord of Ire- 
land, to be held by him and his heirs, as a fief 
under the crown of England ; and deftributed 
the coiiquered countries in that ifland, to fuch of 
his barons as he thought mod deferving, and 
moft able to defend and enlarge thefe ,con- 
quefts^. About this time queen Mairgaret (con- 
fort of young Henry), who had fecretly with- 
drawn from England, was delivered of a foil at 
Paris, who died foon after his* birth ^. 

A new fubjed of difpute, which continued Henry's 
long, and was attended with the moft important NorrMD'* 

97 Benedi^, Abbati 1* i. p. 17ft— 195. Hoveden« AnnaU^p. 391 — 
313. RymerF(»dera, 1. I. p«4.3y44« 
9* Bepcdifk Abbaty p. iq6— ft69. 99 Hoveden» p» 3«4* 
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^.p.1177. confequences, now broke out between the Idng 
dyT'in^ ^f France and the king of England, By one of 
the articles of the peace concluded between thefe 
two monarchs at Montmirael, January 6th, A. D. 
1169, it was agreed, that prince Richard, Henry '^ 
iecond foq, fhould marry the princeis Adelais, 
liouis's yoiingeft daughter ; and , that princefs 
wasfoon after delivered to Henry^ to be edu- 
cated in the court of England '^9. As both the 
parties were now become iparriageable, Louis 
infifted that their marriage (hould be confum- 
mated without delay; to which Henry (who h 
laid to have contraded a criminal affedion for 
fbe princefa) difcovered a reludance, which could 
pever be; overcome* Louis, finding all his owa 
applications ineflfedual, prevailed upon the pope 
to interpofe his authority, who threatened to lay 
all Henry'^ dominions under an interdid, if hb 
did not immediately allow the niarriage to be 
completed. To ward oflF this bloW) he em- 
barked at Portfmouth, Aviguft 17th, and had 
an interview with the king of Franqe, at which 
a legate from the pope was prefent, September 
91ft; in which he managed matterjs with fq 
much art, as to prevent the interdid, ^d elude 
the immediate completion of his fon^s marriage, 
t>y confenting to take upon him the crofs, and 
pigaging to go (iq conipaxiy with Louis, i(hot 

1 

»*• Epift. J. Sarifburin. apud Epift. S« T. Ontuarien, J. %, p. 6$. 
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took upon him the crofs at the fame time) on. an hj>.tin* 
expedition into the Holy Land '""^ ^~^'"*^ 

Though Henry had t^en the crofs, it is not ^x>Aty% 
very cotain that he ever ferioufly intended to Henry re:^ 
ccmduft an army into the Holy Land, as he al- E^iai^. 
ways had reoourfe to excufes when he was ureed J^"i?^ ' 
to perform that engagement. Having fpent the Geoffrey, 
firft fix months of this year in reguladng the ^^* 
dvil and ecclefiaftical affairs of his continental 
dominions^ he landed, July i5th, in England, 
and there employed his time to the fame benefit 
cent purpofes* On Auguft 6th, he knighted 
his third fon Geoffrey, with great folenmity at 
Woodflock ; who foon after went abroad to dif- 
play his valour and dexterity in tournaments, 
emulous of the fame which his two elder bro- 
thers, Henry and Richard, had acquired in thcfe 
faihionable exercifes ^. 

The frequent abfences of Henry from his A^p.ny^. 
kingdom, were attended with many ill effeds, n\^^T 
and, in particular, encouraged fome of his (he- ^*''** ^* 
riffs, forefters, and other officers, to venture 
upon a£ks of tyranny and oppreifion, which they 
durfi: not have attempted under the eye of their 
fovereign. 9eing now at leifure, he called many 
of thefe delinquents to a fey ere account, and 
made leveral new arrangements for the better 
adminiflratien of juftice, which will be more 

^< Hoveden* Anna), p. ^16. Bene^i^lt Abba8> 1. 1 . p« 130—242. 
»•» Id. ibid, p. a66. 
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.A.D.zif9. prqwrly delineated in the third chapter of this 
^^^'"^ book"^ 

AJD iiSo. .Henry's attention was again called to the con-' 
^mtQ^ tinent by fome important changes that had lately 
Norman- happened in the royal family of France* Louis 
pofetthr VII. having been ieized with a palfy, his only 
^^^pwt$in foix Philip, a youth of about fifteen years of age, 
fa^r/of was crowned, with his confent, and took upon 
F*^*^"* -him the adminiftration of afiairs ; in which he 
was wholly direded by Philip earl of Flanders. 
At the inftigation of thi$ prince, the young king 
treated his own mother queen Adelais, and her 
tl^ree brothers, the earls of Blois Und Sai)Lcerre, 
and the archbifhop of Rheims, with fo much fe- 
verity, that they retired into Normandy, and 
ini^los^ the proteftion of the king of Eng- 
land ^^^ On this occafion Henry a£ted a very 
noble part. Inftead of fomenting the difcord in 
the royal fepily of France, as Louis had done 
« in his, he laboured to yeftore its peace. En 
order to this, he made a voyage into Normandy, 
and had an .interview with kieg Philip al Gifors, 
in which he reconciled that prince to his mother 
and uncles, on reafonable terms, in fpit« of all 
l^e opposition made to it by the earl of Flismders. 
In this interview alfo he renewed die peace with 
Philip that be had made with Louis about three 

"03 Diceto, col. 605. Petri BIcfenf. Epift. 95. 
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years before, and concluded with thlit prince an A.D uSo. 
alliance for their mutual defence '°^ ""^^^"^ 

When Henry had fettled all his affairs in Nor- A.D.nSi, 
mandy, and was ready to embark for England, JJrii7tr' 
he received an embaffy from the young king of England. 
France, eameftly intreating his affiftance to cdm- 
pofe the differences which had again broke out in 
his court and family. In confequence of this 
intreaty he returned to Gifors, and once more 
allayed the ftorm that raged with great violence^ 
in the court of France, between the parties of the 
queen-mother and the earl of Flanders ; aft^r 
which he embarked at Cherburg, and landed 
^t Portfmouth, July 26th '"*. 

As all Henry's extenfive dominions now en- Henry'* 
joyed a profound peace, he thought it the beft 
time to provide for their future fecurity and de- 
fence. With this view he publifhed his famous 
afCze of arms, as it is called, a regulation fo 
wife and ufeful, that it was immediately adopied( 
by feveral other nations. By this law every earf^ 
baron, and knight, was to have eonftantly m 
his poffeffion as many complete furts df afmotfi^ 
(each fuit confifting of a coat of mail, a helmet^ 
i flneld, and a lance) as he had knights feesi 
Every freeman who had rents or goods to thd 
value of iixteen marks, was to have one feit of 
the &me armour ; every freeman who had <mlf 
ten marks, was to have a habeit^gecm, a te^ of 

>«s Ryiii«rF<fcder»» 1. 1> p^ 5|» 54. Id.ibkK' p* 3i5"^)«9» 
«^ Id. ibid* p. 163, »64» 
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A.D.iiSf. iron, and a lance ; and every free burgefs n^as to 
'•^^'^""^ have a wambois, a cap of iron, and a lance* 
Thefe arms were neither to be lent, fold, pawned, 
' nor given for payment of debt, but kept in con? 
ftant readinefs for ufe ^\ 
A.D.iiS£. Henry was again called to the continent by 
Srn7t " ^^ difputes in the court of France, which had 
Norman- ROW broken out into a civil war. But he wa$ 
a^in com- for fome time prevented from making that voyage 
pofcsthc i)y contrzry winds, and did not land in Nor- 
jinthe ipandy till about Midlent. Having procured an 
court of interview after Eafter with the king of France, 
and the heads of the two contending parties, he 
once more reftored tranquillity to that diftrade4 
court and kingdom ^. 
k'nY^'f While he was engaged in this beneficent tpinfr 

to the duke a^iou, fo Worthy of a great and good k^g^ 
hfs fon-"/- ^^ received the melancholy news of the expul- 
iw. i(ion of his fbnrin-Iaw, Henry the Lion, duke of 

Saxony and Bavaria, from all his territories, by 
the united forces of the emperor and empire^ 
About the end of July, that unhappy prince^ 
his afiHided confort, his infant family^ and a f&M 
faithful friends, who had not abandoned them in 
their diftrefs, arrived in Normandy^ and were 
received by Henry with the mofl foothing ten- 
demefs. On the duke and his family he fettled 
a maintenance fuitable to their rank and his af^^ 
£e£Uon} and on their faithful attendants he b^r 
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fiow€(| valuable prefentSy and procured them per* AJ>.tiU: 
miiiion to return to their native country '^. 

Nor was this his only domeftic uneaiinefs at Henry 
this time. For his eldeft fon Henry, who had f,I^ure*^ 
fpent much of his time, for feveral years, in V^^ 
frequenting tilts and tournaments, attended by 
an expeniive retinue of knights, importunately 
demanded the ceflion of Normandy to enable 
him to reward his followers ; and meeting with 
a refufal, retired into France in violent difcon- 
tent. But by frequent meffages, and generous 
offers of an eftabliihment of one Hundred pounds 
pf Anjo^vine money a-day for hipifelf, ten pounds 
qi the fame money for his (ronfprt, and fuitable 
rewards for piie hundred knights, he prevailed 
upon him to return, and profefs his fatisfa^qn 
lyith this apppintment "^ 

Henry was eameftly deQrpqs of increafing and Ajy.itt%. 
perpetuating the harmony which now fubfifted Rupturcia 
in his family, and amongft his fons, by adding family of 
tjie feudal ties, which were • then efteemed in- Eng*"^: 
yiolable, to thofe of blood. At Angers, in tjie 
I)egiiming qf this year, he held an aflembly of 
^s nobles ; in which he propof^d, that his fons, ^ 
Richard and Geoffrey, ihould do homage to 
their eldeft brother Henry, for their refpedive 
territpries pf Aquitaine and Britanny, that they 
might be engaged tp fupport on^ another by the 
inutual obligations eftabUfhed by that ceremony. 
Geoffrey complied with his &ther*s will^ and did 

'^ Bentdift. Abbas^ p. 377t 5<p Id. p. 378, jSo. 
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A.iXaBis. homage to his brother for Britaimy ; but Richard 
'^'~*^ rejefted the propofal with fo much baughtfaefs, 
that it occafioned an immediate and moft violent 
aniitiofity between him and his eldeft brother. 
Thefe fiery fpirits immediately flew to arms, and 
the war was carried on between them with fo 
much rancour, that no quarter was given on 
either fide. Their afflicted father for fome time 
did not interpofe. But at laft, obferving that his 
fecond fon Richard was in danger of being over- 
powered by the imited forces of his two bH>- 
thers, and of fome powerful barons of Aqui- 
taine, who had revolted, he raifed an army, and 
marched to his relief. This brought on a treaty 
between the contending parties near Limoges^ 
which was managed with great duplicity on the 
part of the two aflbciated brothers ; and the elder 
fiienry, fufpefking no harm when engaged in a na* 
gotiatioii with his own children, was twice in dan- 
ger of being kilkd '". 
Deithof During this negotiation, th6 mind of young 
king Henry was agitated— by the moft violent rage 
"•"^' againft his brbther Richard — ^by the ftrongeft re- 
fentment againft his father for interpofing in his' 
behsdf^-^and by the moft tormenting uncertainty, 
whether to venture a battle or fubmit to peace. 
At length he was perfuaded by his brother Geof- 
frey, and the revolted barons of Aquitaine, to 
hazard a battle. But the horror attending this 
tmnatural refolutbn, added to his other paf- 

>^| Benedict Abbas, p. 395, &c. 
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fions, threw hitn into a fever. When his phy> 
ficitos acquainted him, that they had no hopes 
of hi$ recovery, bis foul was feized wkh bitter 
remorfe and anguiih for his repeated rebellions 
againft bis indulgent parent, to tvhom he fent a 
meflage, expreffing his repentance, and eameftly 
intreating a vifit* Henry, prevented from com- 
plying with this requeft by the reprefentations of 
his friends, took a rmg from his finger, and feiit 
it to his Ton as a mark of his forgivenefs. The 
dying prince received it with much emotion, and 
preffing it to his lips, foon after expii^d (June 
nth) on^a heap of aifaes, where he had com^ 
manded himfelf to be laid, with a halter aboujt 
his neck, and in fearful agonies of mind^^. 
When Henry was aflured of his fon*s death, all 
his jbrtitude of mind and firength of body -failed 
hinu Hef' fainted away thrice; after which a 
flood of tears coming to his relief, he broke out 
into loud lamentations, extolling the beauty, bra- 
very, and other good qualities of the dep;uUsd 
prince, and forgetting all his faults "^ On^he 
death of young Henry, his army difbanded,. his 
confederates haftened to make their fubmiiEons, 
said the public tranquillity was reftored. 

Henry, after the death of his i^ldeft fon, be^ A.D.nU* 
came defirous of making fome new arranirements ^r^^^'^^^ 
m the diTpofal of his territories amonglt his fur** tween 

>'^ BenediA. Abbas, p. 39X, 395. W. Neubrigen* 1. 3. c. 7. R* 
^ovcden. AnnaU p. 354* ''^ ficacdi^l. Abbas> p. 3.94.« 
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JLD.iisji. Tilling Tons, which unhappily gave rife to ne^ 
\ Henry and <^putes in his family; As Richard was now be^ 
w« font, come heir apparent to the kingdom of England 
to Eng. and the duchy of Normandy, his father propofed 
SedUtion'^' that he fhould refign Aquitaine in favdilr of his 
loto youngeft brother John. Richard I'equired a few 

^c*"' days to coniider of this propofalj at the end of 
which he returned a refufal in the ftrongeft terms^ 
declaring, that no man fhould ever poflefs Aqui- 
taine while he lived "^ Henry, much offended 
At this refufal^ placed his favourite fon John^ 
now feventeen years of age, at the , head of an 
army, in hopes of terrifying Richard into a eom- 
pliance^ and in the mean time went himfelf into 
England, where he labded June 1 3th "^ The 
WeUh had committed fome ravages on the £ng- 
lifli borders during the king's abfence; but ai 
£x}n as he approached their territories with an 
army, their prince^ Rees ap GrifSn^ waited upon 
bim, and made the moil humble fubmiffionsi 
TNUle he was engaged in this expedition^ he re& 
ce'ed the unwelcome news, that an actual war 
had broken out between his fons abroad: on 
which he fent meflengers^ cSommanding them to 
difmifs their forces, and come to him imme* 
diately ; which none of them dared to difobey. 
At their arrival, Henry held a great council of 
liis prelates and nobility at London, November 
30th, in which his three fons were pvA^licly re- 

t4 BcAfdia, Abbas, 1^. 4^4. nr ltd. p. 4x»6. 
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condled. Aftet which Geoffrey was feilt Bick aj);ii«4* 
to the continent, and the bther two retnained in 
England "«. 

Queen Eleanor, who had been feveral years in A*D.iiS5» 
a Ifate of confinement, was fet at liberty on the court in « 
arrival of the duke and duchefs of Saxony, with ft»teof 
their family, in England, in the fummer of the lity.*^" 
preceding year, and now lived on decent terms 
with her royal confort, when the king's ambaf- 
fadors brought the emperor's permiffioii to the 
duke of Saxony to return into Germany, with 
hopes of being reftored to fbme part of his do- 
minions ; which difFufed the greateft joy over the 
£ngli(h court. When Henry was in good hu- 
mour on account of this agreeable news, he 
yielded to the folicitations of his fon Richard^ 
and permitted him to return into Aquitakie^ and 
then fet out on a progrefs into the north of 
England "'. 

When Henry had reached Nottingham, in his Tbcpa- 
way to York, he was overtaken by a meffenger, j*JJfai«ni 
with the news, that HeracUus, the patriarch of ""^'i*^ 
Jerufalem, was arrived in England. On which andciidclk* 
he returned, and received him at Reading. The ^"|J* ^ 
patriarch, fiailiing at the king's feet, accofted Henry to 
him in this pathetic ftrain: " The Lord Jefus tionlnto** 
" Chrift, O Idng ! calls thee, and the people of ^^^f*' 
** God intreat thee, to come to the defence of 
the Holy Land ; and in their name I prefent 
thee with the royal ftandard, with the keys of 

« 
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the city of Jerufalemy and of the fepulchre of 
our Lord. Come, O great prince ! and reicue 
us out of the hands of our enemies ; for in 
thee, under God, we place all our hope and 
*^ confidence.** The king raifed the patriarch 
from the ground, and promifed to confult with 
his prelates and nobles on the fubjed of his peti<* 
tion "% A great council was accordingly held 
at London, on the firft Sunday of Lent; in 
which, after long deliberation, it was agreed, 
that it was more proper for Henry to ftay at 
home, and govern his own dominions, than to 
go on fo diftant an expedition; and that he 
fbould confult with the king of France before he 
gave a final anfwer to the patriarch ; but that 
fuch prelates^ nobles, and others, as pleafed, 
might take the crofe"®: a liberty which too 
many embraced. 

Another council was held at Windfor, April 
1 ft, in which Henry n^de a grant of the county 
pf Huntington to Willijun king of Scotland, wl^ 
was prefea^; and having folemnly knighted his 
own youngeft fon prince John, he fent him into 
Ireland, with a confiderable army "°. 

The king of England's prefence was now be* 
come very neceffary on the continent, to extin* 
guiih a frefh war that had broken out between 
his two relUefs and ambitious fons^ Richard and 

'I' Benedift, Abbas« p^ 434. R« Hp^eden, p. 359* 

>'9 Diceto» col. 626* Benedi5!. Abbat, p*435. 

**^ Id. ibid. Hoveden, p. 359. Expug. Hibern. 1. 1. c. 31; 
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Geoffrey ; and therefore, ' embarking at Dover, A.D.1185. 
April 16th, he landed at Whitfand, and from fonRich- 
thence went by land into Normandy^ where hd jj^*^'^'^^^^*' 
immediately raifed an army. But, being unwill- 
ing to proceed to extremities with his owri -chil- 
dren, he fent a meffage to prince Richard, com- * 
manding him to lay down his arms, and refign 
the duchy of Aquitaine to his mother queen 
JEleanor, to whom it belonged; threatening, that 
if he did not obey, that princefs fhould appeal- 
at the head of an army, and take poffeffion of it 
by force. Richard, by the advice of his wifeft 
friends, complied with this command; and 
coming to his father, was again received into 
favour"'. 

After this, Henry had a confultation with th6 Henry 
king of France, on the affairs of the Holy Land, confc^encd 
at which Heraclius was prefent. But neither of ^«ththe 
thefe princes could be prevailed upon to underr France 
take a croifade in perfon, though they both ^'^"y ^^^^ 
promifed very confiderable aids in men and Land. 
money, with which the patriarch was far froni 
being contented*"". ' 

Prince John's expedition into Ireland this year Tii fucc©f, 
was unfuccefsful, owing to the imprudent and in- john^r* 
folent behaviour of the prince himfelf, and of fxpejitioa 
the young nobility in his retinue, to the Irifh land/** 
chieftains, by which the welUaffefted were dif- 
gttfted, and -the difaffeded were confirmed in 

»»« Benedia. Abba», p;.436. «»*id. p.4J7. 
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their oppofitioa '^^ Having therefor^ Sqmn^ 
dered aw^y a great fum of money, and k>ft the 
bell part of his army, he returned into Englasid^ 
December 17th, leaving the chief dire&ioii of 
affairs in Ireland to the brave John de Curcy, 

A few days before the beginning of. Lent this 
year» Henry had an interview with PhiUp king 
pf France at Gifors ; in which fome difputes that 
had arifen about the dowry of queen Margaret, 
widow of young king Henry, were amicably 
ad^ufted j and Henry alfo fplemnly engaged no 
tonger to d^lay the marriage of his fon Richard 
with the princefs Adelais "^ Bet he found: 
l^eans to elude the fulfilling qi this, engagement^ 
by fending his fon to profecute a war, the caufj^s 
pf which are not mentioned^ ^gainfl the earl of 
ThoulQiMi^9 while he himfelf caipe over i^fifeQ £|ig-« 
l^nd, where he landed April 27th. 

Henry's fecond furviving fon Geoffrey, nof 
epntented with the duchy of Brit;$npy, pecidoned 
iis hthet: for the earldoni of Anjou j which wan 
vefufe4; Irntated at this repulfe,^ and being 
naturally of a reitlefs intriguing. difpoHltony he 
retired to the court of France, and engaged in 
if€fty. criminal machinations againit bis rQ3ral 
fether^ aod the peace of his dominioiK^ But, 
while he was thus employed, he was fdaed witfi^- 
a &ver, occafioaed by the bruiies * he had received 
in a tfOurnament^ and died at Paris, Auguft 



»*l l£xpug» Hibern..h t, c 35. 
»4 Dencdi^* Abbas, p. 444^ 
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tpth"*. Though an exceffive fondneft for his a.1).ii8«. 
thildren was one of Henry's greateft failings, he 
Was not much affefted with the news of his death, 
ts he was no ftranger to his r^ftlefs deceitful 
tharafter, and the pernicious fchemes in which 
he w^ engaged* 

Geoffrey left only one daughter, an infant^ Difpute 
who was the innocent occafion of a breach between Henry 9nd 
the kings of France and England. For Philip ^Vvlw, 
fent ambaffadors to Henry, claiming the guar* about the 
diwfliip of the hdrefs of Britanny, and the Si^of*he 
government of her dominions during hef infancy j l»^''f«^« °^ 
and threatemng to declare war agamlt nim, if 
thefe things Were not granted. Though thi^ 
claim Was ill-founded, Henry, being averfe io 
an immediate rupture, fent ambaffadors to th^ 
court of France^ who procured a truce to the 
beginning of the next year, . which was afterwards 
prolonged to Eaft€r '*** 

Henry, ^defirous <rf avoiding a waf with the A.D.ns/; 
king of France, embarked for Normandy^ bTtwetn 
FelM-uary loth, and held two conferences with Henry tnd 
that prince, in .the mpnths of Mareh and April ) concluded 
but wkhout effefts PhiKp being much irritated^ by •»««#* 
Md with good reafon, that the marriage of his 
lifter with prince Richard had Hot hee& con* 
pleted ; and that Henry kept that princefs in a 
|ao4 of captivky in England '^^ War being 

■ 

>*f DicetOy col. 630. 

>*^ HovedM, p. 36 1. ttmedia. Abbiti p. 451* 

^7 Gtrvas Chron. col. t4>S6. 
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A.D.ii?7. nbw unavoidable, both kings took the field at 
the head of very great armies ; and, after various 
operations of lefs importance, they were on the 
point of engaging in a general aftion, June 21ft, 
when the pope's legates, who were in the king of 
England's army, interpofed their good offices, and 
brought about a truce for two years "^ 
Undutiful After the conclufion of this truce, prince 
of prince Richard vifited the king of France, in his camp, 
andr from thence accompanied him to Paris, and 
contracted fo intimate a friejidfhip with him, that 
it furprifed the whole world, and greatly alarmed 
his father, who fent frequent meflages, intreat- 
, ing him to return, and promifmg to deny him 
nothing that he could reafonably defire. The 
prince, after various delays, at length promifed 
to comply ; but when he was on his way, he 
feized a confiderable treafure of his father's at 
Chinon, with which he went into Poitou, and 
. began to fortify his towns and. caftles. Though 
Henry could not but be much oflended at this 
■ undutiful behaviour, he ftill purfued the method 
of negotiation ; and at lad prevailed upon. 
Richard to come to him at Angers ; where he 
repeated his oaths of fealty and allegiance before 
a great affembly "^ 
Birtiiof In the mean time Conftantia duchefs-dowager 

doke of of Britanny was delivered of a pofthumous fon^ 
Bntann/. jy^j^j.^^ 29th ; who, at' the requeft of the nobles 

Its Gervas Chron. col. 1500. Bencdi^. Abbas, p*467, 46S. 
"9 Id. p. 471, ^ 
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of that duchy,, was named Arthur; and 'his A.D.it87- 
mother was appointed guardian of his perfon and 
dominions, under the protedion and fuperin- 
tendency of his grandfather Henry '*°. 

Towards the end of this year the melancholy P':'"^*^^ 
news arrived from the Holy Land, that the takes the 
Chriftian army had been entirely defeated, and ^_^^^^.' 
the city of Jerufalem taken, by the famous 
Saladin fultan of Egypt ; which filled all Europe 
with confternation, and excited many princes, 
and, a^iongft others, Richard* Phmtagenet prince 
of England, to take the crofs'^^ 

Though Henry had often promifed to con- A.D.uss^ 
elude the marriage of his fon Richard wich the Jf^^Eil'g!!*^* 
princefs Adelais, he ftill dehyed, on various ia«dan<| 
pretences, the confummation of that marriage. &c. take 
At this her brother Philip kiiig of France was ^'^^ <^'^»|'»- 
greatly irritated, and raifed an army with a defign 
to compel him to -fulfil his promife, or to deliver 
up the lady, together with Gifors and its terri- 
tories. To avert this ftorm, he had an inter- 
view with Philip, near Gifors, January 21ft; at 
which William archbilhop of Tyre, ambaiTador 
from the Chriftians in the Holy Land, was pre* 
fent, and reprefented their deplorable fituatiwn 
in fuch affecting ftrains, that the two kings, for- 
getting the original intention of their meeting, 
took the crofs from the hands of the archbiflipp ^ 

'JO W. Ncubrigen, 1. 3'. c. 7. « 

^^ R. Hoveden, p. 361— 365. B^nedift^ Abbw, p. 47i—f493# 
W. Neubrigen. 1. 3* c. 17, 18. ... 
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A.D. 1 tts- in vfhkh they were imkated fay the earl of Flaa« 
^ '^*^^'**-^ dcrs, the earl of Champagne^ and many other 

nobles '*\ 
Henry Henry haftened into England, where be landed 

l£i"land* January 31ft, to make preparations for his expe* 
«vni makes dition into the Eaft, and held a great council of 
tuTnToVa ^^^ prelates and barons at Gritington in Nortb- 
froifadc. amptonfbire, February nth; in which a tenth 
of all rents for one year, and a tenth of ail 
moveable goods, except the books of the clergy 
and arms of the lalty, were granted to defray 
the expences of the intended croifade. But aU 
who took the crofs were exempted from the pay* 
pient of thefe taxes. Even with this exemption, 
one hundred and thirty thoufand pounds were 
ndfed } a fum equal in efficacy to two millions of 
our prefect inoney ^^K Baldwin archbifliop of 
Canterbury preached, before this aflembly, a 
Tery pathetic fermon, on the myftery of the holy 
crofs, and perfuaded prodigious numbers of pre<- 
htes, noblesy knights, and others, to inUft in 
this holy war. With the fame intention, and no 
lefs fuccefs, he; afterwards made a progrefs 
through Walei'^% 
^,r While great preparations were making in £ng« 

hretki out i^^^ for the projeded expedition into the Eaft^ 

i|« ItirterMn'um Gauf. Vlnifauf. L 1. €• 17. BenediA. Abbai, 
p. 495/ 4.96. W. Neabrigea. 1. 3. c. »). 

'33 Hovedcn, p. 366^ Benedict. Abbas, p. ^^6$ ^7* Gervat 
Chron. col. 1519. 

^4 Vide Itinerariuffi Cambn«j apod Camden, Anglica Nprmtnica 
Itc. p. Sf Oy &c« 
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a war br6k€ out on the continent, between the A.D.if8f« 
earl of Thouloufe and prince Richard duke of c^.n^ 
Aquitaine, which was attended with the ihoft jj*'*'*^** 
fatal confequences, though it proceeded only engages, 
from a trifling difpute about (bme merchants. 
The earl of Thouloufe,* feeing many of his towns 
taken, and his capital threatened with a fiege, 
implored the prote&ion of his fovereign tl^ king 
of France ; who warmly efpoufed his caufe', and 
marched at the head of a great army, into the 
king of England's territories in Berry, where he 
took federal towns* Henry, aftonifhed at the. 
news of this unexpe£ked invafion, fent ambaffii^ 
dors to expoftulate with that prince, and, if 
poffible, to prevent a war. But thefe ambaflaA 
dors were ill received, and returned without any 
fetisfa&ory anfwer; which obliged Henry to 
haden to the continent, where he landed July 
sith, and immediately retaliated the hoflilities 
of the king of France *•*. 

This war was very difagreeable to the earl rf Confer- 
Flanders, and feveral^ other princes, who wer^ fi^miit 
impatient to proceed on their eiq^edition into the ji'"S' ©^ 
Holy Land ; and, at their requeft, the two kings and 
held one conference in Oftober, and another in whicu**"* 
November. In the laft of thefe conferences. p"nce 
a fcene opened that involved the king of Eng* fo'rfiikes 
land in great perplexity and diftrefs, from which *»»• ^?^!»«^t 
he never recovered* At this conference, the the king of 
king of France (who had made a private agree- ^^^^ 

M5 Boiedift* Abbaty p. 503— 516* 

M 4 meat 



|84 /HISTORY OF BRITAIN. Book III. 

A.D.X18S. ment with prince Richard) propofed to put aa 
end to the war, and reftore all his conquefts in 
Berry, on thefe two conditions, — ^that the mar- 
riage of his fifter Adelais and Richard fliould be 
immediately confummated — and that all Henry's 
fubje^s in Englapd and on the continent 
fhould do homage to Richard as the heir of all 
his dominions^ The prince declared his entire 
fatisfaftion with thefe propofals, earneftly preffing 
their . acceptance ; and when they were rejected 
by Henry, . Richard, in the prefence of the whole 
,affembly, went over to Philjp, and did homage 
to him for . Normandy, Maine, Anjbu, Berry, 
and Aq^itairie'^^ After this tranfadion the 
conference broke up in great confufion. 
A.D.1189. , /\5 foon as- the feafon pf the year permitted, 
uTm II ^^S Philip, accompanied by prince Richard, 
atid many barons of Normandy and Aquitaine, 
yf\]o had revolted with that prince, invaded 
Henry's territories with fire and fword '^^ Abouf 
Jlafter hoftilities were fufpended, and a conference 
appointed by the . influence of the pope's legate, 
who had been fcnt into France to attempt the 
reconciliation of the two kings. In this conr 
ference, which was held, at la^ Ferte Bernard, 
June 5th, Philip made the fame propofals as 
formerly ; but prince Richard added another. 
That his brother John fhould accompany hini to 
the Holy ^.and, that he might not have an 
opportunity of fupplanting him in his abfence. 

>s6 Beoeciiv^ Abbas^ p. 5x1. 5^7 Id. p. 534. 
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AH thefe conditions being equally difagre^able A.miiSg. 
to Henry, they were rejefted by him, and the war 
was renewed with great fury : but that profperity 
and good fortune which had long attended this 
great prince, now forfook him, and he was obliged 
to flee before his enemies '^^ In this reverfe of 
fortune/ when he was purfued from place to 
place by his eldeft fon Richard, he was bafeily 
abandoned by his youngeft and favourite fon 
John, who deferted to his enemies. - This laft 
£vent, added to all his other caufes of chagrin, 
gave a mortal wound to his affecbionate heart, 
^nd threw him into a fever, of which he died, at 
Ghinon, on Thurfday July 6th, in the thirty- 
fifth year of his reign, and the fifty-feventh of 
bis age '^^ ■ ■ ' 

Thus died Henry II. who was certainly the Hi^cha^ 
.greateft and mod accompliflied prince that had 
filled the throne of England fince the Norman 
conqu^ft, and inferior to very few of our princes 
in any period. In his perfon (which is very 
minutely defcribed by feveral contemporary 
writers), he was of middle ftature, remarkably 
ftrong and aftive, but inclining to ^corpulency, 
which he ^guarded againft by abftemioufnefs and 
continual exercife. His countenance was comely, 
and his eyes had a mild luftre, except when he 
was angry ; and then they were uncommonly^ 
fierce and fparkling. In the very lad years of 
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A.0.MS9* his life he mounted a horfe with greater agility, 
and rode with greater fpirit, than any of hi* 
courtiers, either' in hunting or on a journey. 
In his deportment he was exceedingly polite and 
affable, except to perfons of a haughty fpirit and 
carriage, whom he delighted to humble. His 
converfation was pleafant and facetious ; his 
elocution eafy, eloquent, and graceful. His 
heart was warm, and his paffions ftrong, which 
rendered bim an ardent lover, but not a faithful 
huibandj — a zealous friend, but formidable 
enemy,— a kind mafter, and too indulgent parent. 
His underftanding, which was naturally good^ 
was improved by an excellent education, under 
his uncle the earl of Glocefter, by afliduous read- 
ing of the beft books, particularly hiftory, zxid 
by frequent converfation with the wifefl: men ; by 
which means he became the moft learned prince' 
and the greateft politician of the age in which he 
flomifhed. His memory was fo tenacious, that he 
remembered almoft all he read or heard, and 
never forgot a fece he had once fcen. He 
avoided war from principles of prudence and 
humanity ; but when it became neceffary, he 
carried it on with fo much courage, conduft, 
and activity, that he conftantly baffled all the 
fchemes of all his enemies. . In the arts of peace 
^he greatly delighted and excelled; beingaftrift 
and vigorous, but not unmerciful judiciary, ,a 
-(Ununificent patron of learning and learned men, 
and a gre|fcLencourager of the arts, expending 
jmmenfe fi|^ in foriisEfing towns and caftles, 

repairing 
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repairing old and building new palaces, and A^ELfi«^. 
adorning them with gardens, parks, and fi(h« 
ponds* In a word, one of his greateft enemies 
acknowledges, ^^ Hiat he was endowed with fo 
'^ many excellent qualities, both natural and 
'^ acquired, that there was no prince in the 
^ world comparable to him ***.'* , 

Thb kitemal hiftory of Wales, in thi$ period, Hlftory dF 
confifts of a prodigious number of battles, Ikir- ^^^ 
wiihes, mutual invalions, depredations, and 
murders, between the petty princes of its feverai 
principalities; a minute relation of which would 
fwell this work, without affording either enter- - 
taiiunent or inftruftion to its readers ^\ 

Malcolm IV. fumamed tbe Matderij mounted Hiftory oC 
the throne of Scotland about a year before the s«****"^* 
acceffion of Henry IL to that of England; and 
being a prince of a feeble conflitution and pacific 
temper, was ill qualified for contending with that 
powerful and enterprifmg neighbour/ Accord* 
tngly he relinquifli!^ the northern counties of 
Cucnberlat>d and Northumberland^ without a 
ftruggle, to Heary ; ,and in an. interview with 
that prkice at Cheft^r, A. D. 1 1 57, he di4 
homage to him for the county of Huntington, 
with a faving of his royal dignity*^. Malcolm 

>4« Epift. S. Thorn. 1« I. ep. i05« Epift. Petri Blefenf. ep« ^6* 
Hibern. Expug. Girald* Cambren* 1« i» c« 45* J« Sarifburtenf. d« 
^ugift CuriaViuoi, 1. 6. c. iS. • . 

H' See lowers Hift. Walei^ p« 205— 240* 
, '4* ClvoDtMailrot^aont ii|7* 
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A.D.ti«9. accompatiied Henry in his expedition againft 
Tholoufe A. D. 1159, arid was knighted by him 
in the city of Tours, But this conplaifance of 
his to the Englifli monarch was very difagreeable 
to many of the Scotch nobility, who gave him a 
very indifferent reception on his return to Scot- 
land ; and the few remaining years of his reiga 
were difturbed by frequent infurreftions '"^^ Mal- 
colm died of a lingering difeafe, at Jedburgh, 
December 9th, A. D.- 11 65; and was fucceeded 
by his brother William, furnamed the Lian^ 
whofe wars with England, captivity, and fub- 
mifEon to pay homage, and hold his kingdom of 
Henry, have been already mentioned. After 
William' recovered his liberty, A. D, 1174, h^ 
reduced the people of • Galloway,, who had re- 
volted in the time of his captivity, and obliged 
Gilbert, the lord of that country, to do homage 
to the king of England, and to himfelf'"*^. 
Though the yoke to which this king of Scotland 
had fubmitted to regain his freedom, was, no 
doubt, very galling both to himfelf and to his 
Jubjefts, hp made no attempt to throw it oflF; 
but lived in conftant peace and amity with the 
king of England ; * and was married to Ermin- 
gard, a near relation of that monarch, at Wood- 
ftoke, September ..^th, A. D. ii86'^^ - As Wil- 
liam furvived Henry IL more than, twenty-five 

^41 Chrcri. Mailios, ann. 1157. Buchan. Hift. p. 124. 

'44 BcRtdia. Abbas, ann. 11 7*6. ~ - J« Id. ibid. 
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years, the moft important and * fortunate events pf A^.ii89i 
his reign will be related in the next feflion of 
this chapter. 



SECTION IV. 



The civil and military hijiory of Great Britain^ from 
the accejfwn of Richard L A. D. 11 89, to the 
death of king John^ A. D. 1216. 



RICHARD, the eldeft furviving fon of ^^^^^^l 
Henry II. having paid the laft honours to vi^tionof 
the remains, of his illuftrious father, wkh marks of 
contrition for his former,^ undutiful behaviour, 
and having alfo fettled the affairs of his foreign* 
dominions, landed at Portfmouth, Augufl 13th, 
and was crowned at Weflminfler, Septem* 
her 3d ". 

This folemnity Qccafioned a prodigious con. ^^^^g^ter 
courfe of people from all parts of England* Jews. 
Amongft others, many wealthy Jews came to 
London, to confult with their brethren in that city 
about making a free gift of great value to the king 
on hi& accei&on. Richard had iffued a procla- 
mation, that none of that people (hould prefume 
to enter either the church or Weftminfter-hall oa 
the day of his corpnadon. Some of them being 
dete&^d preiEng into the hall, were aflaulted at 
iSurll with opprobrious language, and . afterwards 
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AS}.ut^. With fticks and ftones. The Jews, perceiving 
'*****"**^ their danger, fled towards the city, purfned by 
an enraged mob; amongfl: whom a cry arofe, 
that the king had given orders to put all the 
Jews to death. This cry proved fatal to many 
of that hated nation ; who were maflacred in the 
fireets^ Others, who retired to their houfes, 
trere eithef biirnt in them, or ilain id attempting 
to efciipe. Th^ tumult gradually increafed, and 
fpread into all parts of the city. Hatred, in<» 
flamed by avarice and religious zeal, rendered 
tile mob ungovernabk ; said adi attempts to 
^ell them wers in vaia, till wearied with 
laughter, and overloaded wkh booty, they 
xetired to fecure their prey. Ttie king juftly 
offimdfld at this outrageous violation of the laws^ 
^d contasBipt of his authority, in the very be-< 
ginning of )nt reigii, commanded a few of the 
ringleaders of the mob to be hanged *. 

SrS* ^"^ ^ *^ ^^ *^ ^ aichar#s gwernment 

ardf s aa- were gracious and beneficait. He was fo far from 

^oD very difcowiing any refentment againft thofe who had 

racier, adheicd td bis father, and oppofed himfelf, tiiaf 

im csoiitinued them in their places, aasd hcnonnfid^ 

them wkh peculiar marks of his royat fitvour^ 

He k^apiediately releafed his mother queen Elea^ 

lor from her long ^^onfinement^ allowed her a 

amfiderable fliare of power, and, in pardcuhr^ 

gftvc her a«thorky tK> fet all prifoners at liberty, 

* W. Neubrigen. U ^ c* u Bertedift. Abbf i^ p« 56a. 
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irho were confined for trangreffions of the forcft- A.D.f<«9* 
law8) and feveral other crimes- His brother ^ '"**^ 
prince John he loaded with riches and honours^ 
beftowing upon him at onc^ no fewer than eight 
cafttes^ with the eftates annexed to them, and 
the government or earldoms of feven counties'! 
£sivoura that made him a formidable enemy, in-> 
ftead of an afiedionate brother and obedient 
fubjea. 

As Richard was the firft prhice in Europe who Richard 
aflikned*^ the crofs, on the news of the vi6):ories of mboey * 
Salsdin over the Chriftians in the Holy Land j fo ^"^p^Jfec- 
BIS thoughts were chiefly employed at thi» tkne bark»oii 
abotkt coUeding money, and making preparation! dltion^rv 
ef all kinds fof his expedition into the £aft, in ^^^ Hoi/ 
eonjuB&ioii wkfa the king of France. In his 
Jathej^s coffers at Wincheiler^ he found a prodi^ 
^ous mafs of tres^ure, amoun^g, according tor 
feme writers, to nine hundred tbonfand pounds^ 
but sceordiflg to others^ only to ninety thoufand 
Ifoundby in gold and fiker, befides plate^ 
jewds, and precious ftones^ To this he added 
immenfe fom^ by the fale of the royal eaftles^ 
manors, parks, woods, and foreds. Nay, fa 
gresa was his rage for money, ^t the highefl 
Konoorsy and moft important offices^ became 
TenaL Be even foM the fuperiority ef the 
erown of England over the kingdom of Scotland, 

I Bettidi£^^ AbbM, p, 555. &• Hdivden, p. fif4« toU t* W. Ntu^' 
brrgen. I» 4. c. |^ 

« B€ne(lil^>iWlMH» p. 55 j. M. Paris^ f. f^^rCol, «^ &. Hot^« 
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A.D.1189. the moft glorious acquifition of his father's Keign,.. 
for the paultry fum^of ten thoufand marks, equi- 
valent to about one hundred thoufand pounds of 
our prefent money ^ By thefe and various other 
methods, fome of them very difhonourable and 
unjuft, Richard amafled a much greater treafure 
than had ever been in the poffeffiori of any king 
of England ;. which was all diflipated in this 
romantic expedition. While he was thus em- 
ployed, Rotrow, earl of Perche, ai*rived in Eng- 
land in November, and acquainted him, that 
the. king of France, with all his barons, had 
^ folemnly fworn, in a council held at Paris, that 
they would appear with their followers at Vezilay^ 
before the clofe of next Eafter; requiring the 
like fecurity from Richard and his barons, that 
they would appear at the fame time and places 
which' was • granted .^ Having conftituted Wil- 
liam Longchamp bilhop of Ely, and Hugh 
bifhop of Durham, regents of. the . kingdom in 
bis abfence,, he embarked at Dover, December 
I ith ; and landed in the evening near Grave- 
lines; from whence he marched through Flan- 
ders into Norman4y ^. 
>l.D.ii9o. The inonarchs of England and France, attended 
vJ^J^wiith ^y ^^^^^ principal prelates and nobility, had an 
thckmgof interview about the middle of January, at Gu6 
fctdingthe ^^* Reme, to fettle all the preliminaries of theii; 

s Bentfdift. Ab|nis, p. 568. M, Paris, p. 109. Hovedfen, 
p. 376- 378- 

♦ Benedift. Abbas, p. 570. J Id. p. 5719. - ' 
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intended expedition* At this interview thje two A.D,rx90* 
kings took a folemn oath of nxutual friendihip preiit 
and defence, and agreed, that if either of them na^jwo^ 

their cx«" 

died oh the voyage, the other ihould have his pdfoww 
money and the command of his forces : and find- 
ing that it would not be poffible to have all things 
in readinefs againft Eafter, the general rendez- 
vous at Vezilay was put off to MidfumIner^ 
Richard held a great council on Englifh affairs, 
February 2d, in which he obliged prince John 
and his natural brother Geoffrey, now arcbbifliop 
of York, to fwear, that they would not return 
into England for three years : but he afterwards 
imprudently releafed them from the obligatioa 
of that oath. After this council he difmiffe4 
William bifhop of Ely (who had lately been 
appointed the pope's legate for Jl^ngland, Scot- 
land, and Ireland), and fent him over to take 
upon him the government of his kingdom, 2X^4 
haften the preparation of ihips, men, juid hprfes^ 
for his expedition ^. 

Many of the Engli0i' who. had aiCumed the Miflacret 
crofs, and were preparing >for their voyage mo ]\ '^"^ 
the Holy Land, imagined it would be a gpo4 
beginning of their pious enterprise, to murder a$ 
many Je^^^s as poffible, and (eize their riches. Ini 
confequence of this imagination, many thoufands 
of that devoted nation were butchered in cold 
l)lood, it Norwich, Stamford, Yqrk, ^d other 
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A.D.1 190. places, in the months of March and April this 

year*"*. The croifaders who were concerned in 

thefe cruel maflacres, made hafle to embark in 

their holy warfare, and thereby efcaped the pu- 

nifhmcnt that they juftly deferved for their injuftice 

and barbarity. 

The kings When the time appointed for the general ren- 

landand dczvous approached, the two kings put them- 

frnvrat fclves at the head of their refpeSive armies, and 

lyicOina inarched towards the plains of Vezilay, where 

itf'mics"' they arrived in the laft week of June. When 

Tf*^*"^® . their forces were united, they amounted to 

they win- / 1 r 1 r 

ttr. one hundred thoufand of the braved troops of 

Fratice and England " : an army that would have 
been invincible if the fcene of aSion had not 
been fo diftant. Inftrufted by the misfortunes 
of the leaders of former croifades, who had 
marched by land into the Eaft, they had wifely 
refolved to go by fea, and for that purpofe had 
provided fleets. From Vezilay the whole army 
decamped, July ift, and marched in one body 
td Lyons ; where the two kings feparating, Philip, 
with his army, marched, towards Genoa, wherd' 
they were to embark, and Richard towards 
Marfeilles, where he expefted his fleet; having, 
before they feparated, appointed their next ren- 
dezvous to be at Meflina in Sicily. Richard 
reached Marfeilles before the arrival of his fleet 
'from England, which had been difperfed by a 

10 W. Neuhrigen, 1. 4. c. 7, 8, 9. 

I' Gaufred. Vinifauf. Iter. Hierofol. !• 1. c* 9. 
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ilorm ; and becoming impatient of delay, he A.D.xiy^. 
embarked with his houfehold on board three 
large bulTe^ arid twenty galleys, Auguft 7th, 
leaving direftion^ to his ai*my and fleet to follow 
him to the place of rendezvous as fdon as pot 
fible ". The Englifh fleet arrived at Marfeilles 
Augufl: 2 2d} and failing from thence with the 
army on board, about the end of that mptith^ 
reached Meflina September 1 4th ; and, two 
days after, the J^rench fleet, with Philip and his 
army, entered the fame harbour ; as king 
Richard alfo did, September 23d, in great pomp^ 
with enfigns flying and trumpets founding '^ At 
this place the two kings Wintered; Philip with r 
his army in the city of Meflina, and Richard with 
his army in the fuburbs* . 

It was hardly to . be expafted Jthat two fuch Tranfec^ 
numerous armies, compofcd of nations who had ^"^0^ 
long been rivals, and often enemies, fliould re- 
main fix months in one place^ without any di& 
putes with one another, or with thfe people of 
the country. There were feveral fuch difputea 
happened at MeflQIna in the courfe of this winter, ' 
which deftroyed that fincere and cordial friend«< 
fhip between the two kings, fo neceflfary to the 
fuccefs ' of their enterprife, and to which they 
were engaged by the mofl: folemn oaths. Of this 
thefe two princes, at length became fenfible; and 
in order to extinguifli the prefent, and prevent 

>* BenediA. Abbas, p« 590. 594. O. Vinifauf. I. %. c. 10. 
^ M« Pavilf p. Ill, iz j« Benedict. Abba9« p* 604, 60^, 
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A.D.rigo. all future animofities, a treaty was concluded, ia 
^ '^'^"^ which, aihongfl many other articles, Richard 
was releafed from his obligations to marry the 
princefs Adelais, king Philip's iifter, to whom he 
bad been long contra6led '*. 
Treaties The king of England , had alfo feveral caufes 

Richard ^^ complaint agalnil Tancred king of Sicily, 
credT*" ^^^ ^^ lately ufurped that throne, and detained 
•f Sicily., queen Jane, king Richard's fifter, and widow of 
William 11. in prifon, becaufe ihe had oppofed 
his ufurpation j declining to ' pay her dower, and 
a valuable legacy left by William to his father- 
in-law, Henry 11. But Tancred, finding him* 
felf in no condition to difpute any of thefe points 
with Richard at the head of fo great an army, 
immediately releafed the queen-dowager, and 
fent her to hier brother, with an offer of twenty 
thoufand ounces of gold, as a full compenfation 
/ for her dower, and an equal fum for the late 
king's legacy. Thefe offers were accepted by 
Richard; who became to fond of Tancred, or 
of his treafures, that he contrafted his nephew 
and heir, Arthur duk^ of Britamiy, to one of 
that king's daughters, and received another 
twenty thouland ounces of gold as her marriage-* 
portion ^K 
^^^;^"9x. Kmg Richard had been bng in love with Be- 
EJeanor rengaria, daughter of Sanchez king of Navarre, 
princefs h^t did not think it prudent to marry her during 

Beren 
jjaria 



Berciu jjjg father's life, and while he was under engage- 
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ments to the princefs Adelais *. At hig fetting A.D.ii9r^ 
out on bis expedition into the Eaft, he prevailed arHveat^ 
upon his mother queen Eleanor to accompany Meflim, 
the princefs of Navarre to Naples, where they whenct 
arrived over land in February this year, efcorted Jjjjj^n^e 
by the carl of Flanders ; and it being improper ^^ fa>M« 
on fcveral accounts to bring them to Meffina, 
they took up their refidence at Brindifi, till after 
the departure of the king of France, who failed 
towards the Holy Land, March 30th, On the 
day after, queen Eleanor, with the princefe Be- * 
rengaria, landed at Meffina ; where the former ^ 

ft aid only four days, and then embarked for 
England; but the latter was committed to the 
care of the queen-dowager of Sicily, who had 
refolved to accompany her brother into the Holy 
Land '\ 

Richard, impatient to reach the feat of war, Rjchard 
where he expefted to gather many laurels, would Meflida!" 
not ftay at Meffina to celebrate his marriage, but 
■failed from thence, April loth, with a gallant 
army, on board a fleet of about two hundred 
fliips and galleys ; which was unfortunately over- 
taken, two days after, by a violent ftorm. The 
king, with the greateft part of the fleet, put 
into a harbour in Crete ; but miffing three of 
his largeft fliips, in one of which his royal bride 
and his fifter queen Jane had embarked, he fent 
in quefl: of them ; and was foon informed, that 
two of thefe flups had been flranded on the coaA 

^* G. Vinifauf. 1. 1« c« z$, >7 R. Hoveden* p» 394* 
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of Cyprus, and all their crew either drowned, or 
imprifoned by the* fovereign of the country ; and 
that the other, with the princefles on board, was 
riding before Limiflb, the capital of the ifland, 
having been refufed admittance into the har- 
hour '^ 

Richard immediately failed to Cyprus ; and 
having received a haughty refufal to a refpeftful 
requeft for leave to enter the harbour of Limiflb, 
from Ifaac, 'a vain-glorious tyrant, who then 
reigned in Cyprus, and had aflumed the pompous 
title of emperor, he landed his army, defeated 
the tyrant in two battles, and at length obliged 
him to furrender his perfon, his country, and a 
beautiful princefs, his only child, to the con^ 
queror. This important conqueft detained him 
fome time in Cyprus ; where he folemni^cd hlg 
piarriage with the princefs Berengaria, May 12th, 
who was the fame day crowned queen of Eng« 
'land ^ 

While he was engaged in receiving the ho, 
mage of the nobility of Cyprus, ^ho made him 
a free gift of great value, he fent away the two 
queens, and the Cypriajx princefs fwho is faid to 
have niade a conqueft of her conqueror), with a 
part of his fleet and army, to join the Cliriftian . 
^rmy at the fiege of Ptolemais or Aeon ; where 
they landed, Jun^ ift. Having fettled all the 

>' R. Hoveden. p. S93. R. de Diceto, col« 657. J, Brompt. c6]« 

M97. 
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ajSairs of Cyprus, and- appointed Richard de A'.tJ.ii$ii- 
CamviHe, and Roger de Turnham, governors of 
that ifland, he failed with the reft of his fleet 
and army, taking a great Saracen fhip in his 
paflage, and arrived at Aeon June 8th, to the 
j^reat joy of the beficgers and difmay of the 
befieged*°. . 

The city of Aeon had been inveft^d about two sjege ard. 
years by the Chriftian army, corapofed of war- of Aeon. 
riors from every nation in Europe, who had per- 
formed many glorious aQionls, and fuflfered many 
grievous calamities under its walls, which had 
been bravely defended by a very numerous gar* 
rifon ; while Saladin, with a powerful army, be- 
iieged the befiegers, and haraffed them with con* 
tinual combats ". On the arrival of the Englifh 
army with their gallant leader, the fiege, that 
h^d la^guiflied for fome time, was pufhed with 
the greateft ardour; the walls were battered 
night and day with various machines, the artil- 
lery of thofe times j frequent furious aflaults 
were given; and the befieged, defps^iring of re* 
lief, agreed tpfurrender the city, July 12th, on 
the following conditions: — *' That the garrifon 
" iho\ild be allowed to. march out only in their 
** fhirts, leaving aiU their a^rips and baggage be-^ 
" hind them : — That Saladin (hould refto^e thq 
true crofs, with two thoufand five hundred of 
his Chriftian prifoners of the. greateft note:— 
*' That he fliould pay to the two kings two hun-. 

^ G. Viaffauf. 1* 3. c« »• *> Id. U «• c« »5'— 4*- 
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A.D.ii9r. "dred fhoufaiid pieces of gold called byjhntines^ 
" for his men which they had prifoners : — -and, 
** That the \*'hole garfifon (hould be detained 
** as hoftages till tbefe conditions were pfer* 
" formed *\'' Thus ended this famous fiege, 
after it had engaged the attehtion of all Europe 
and Afia for two years, and had coft the Hvcs of 
fix archbifliops, twelve bifliops^ forty earls, five 
hundred barons, and three hundred thou&nd 
other men ^^ 
^Lo"^ While Richard was making unprofitable con- 

chamjp, qtiefts in the Eaft, at a great expence of blood 
cSJif'' and treafure, his fubjcfts in England were fuf- 
England, fering great inconveniencies from his abfence^ 
and the intolerable iufolence of William Long- 
chatnp bifliop of Ely, to whom chiefly he had 
delegated his authority. — ^That haughty prelate^ 
who had arifen from the very dregs of the people^ 
v^as fo much tranfported with his unmerited ele- 
vation, that he could endure no rival. He im- 
prifoned Hugh de Pufey bifliop of Durham, who 
had been appointed chief jufticiary beyond the 
Humber, and obliged him to refign his cafl;lcs 
and his commiflion to obtain his liberty *\ Pof- 
fefled of all authority, civti • and ecclefiaftical, as 
chancellor, chief jufticiairy, and papal legate j he 
afted in the moft arbitrary manner, beftowing all 
preferments in church and fl:ate on his relations 
and creatures, and ufing the revenues of thq 

»* Benedia. Abba«, p. 653—663. Vinifauf. I. 3. c, 17. 
•J Vinifattf* 1. 4. c. 6* »♦ R. Hoveden, p. 379. 
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crown as if ttey had tceii his oivii*^ In his A.o.iipi* 
manner of living he exceeded the pomp of kings^ W5a6*v««t' 
never appearing in public without a retimie of 
fifteen hundred horfemen. Richard, infofmfed 
of thcfe enormities, while he fefided at Meffina, 
gave St commiffion to Walter archbiihop ol 
ftouen, William eai^l of Strigul, Geoffrey Fitz- 
Peter, Willidm Briewere, Ind Hugh Bardolf, t6 
fee privy counfeUors to the high judiciary, ^ith^ 
out ^hofe advice he was to tfaftfadi: nothlfig 6^ 
importance. But fo terrible was Loiigchamp 
ftow become^ that thefe noblemen had not the 
courage to fliow him their commiffion *^ 

The imperious regent had alfo a quarrel with Long* 
prince John, the king's brother, which was tef- quarrels, 
minated by his agreeing to take an oath, which ^'V'* 
was alfo takeh by all the other prelates and John, and 
nobles of the kingdom, that if the king fhould ^^biSip 
die beyond feas i^ithout iffue, all the royal caftles ®^ V<wk. 
ftould be delivered to the prince ^\ But his 
animofity againft Geoffrey, the king's natural 
brother, and archbifhop of York, prompted • him 
to fuch afts of violence againft the immunities of 
the church and clergy, as proved fatal to hii 
power and greatnefs. Geoffrey had been af 

ome to procure the pope's confirmation of his / 
eleftion to' the fee of York ; and on his landing 
at l>over, September i4ih^ was fei^ed by the 

I ■ 
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A-D.x;9». governor of the caftle ; but, making his efcape, 
'~^'^*^' took refuge in St, Martin's church ; from wnence 
he was violently dragged by Longchamp's orders, 
and imprifoned in Dover caft^e^^ 
Confcde. ^pj^jg outragcQus infult on an archbifliop, tht 
againft fon and brother of a king, together with the vio- 
cir!mp, by l^^io^ of the rights of fanftuary, ej^citcd univerfal 
•fhichbeis jjadignation againft the high jufticiiiry, and gave 
his enemies a greater advantage than all his 
former afts of tyranny. Several biihops ei^com^ 
municated all who had been concerned in tho 
horrid jdeed. Prince John and the chief nobility 
had a meeting at Reading, Oftober 5th, in which 
the king's commiffion to the archbifliop of Roqen, 
and others, to be co-adjutbrs to Longchamp^ was 
produced; and he was furamoned to attend ano- 
ther meeting at Lodbridge, three days after; 
but, inftead of complying with that fummons, 
he (hut himfelf up in the tower of London, As 
this florm was unexpefted, he had ftot laid in a 
fufBcient ftock of provifions to fland a fiege; 
which obliged him to fubmit, and appear, before 
the prelates and nobility ; by whom he was de* ' v 
prived of his two great ofBces of chancellor and 
chief jufticiary : and not being able to bear his 
.fall with fortitude, he made his efcape out of thq 
kingdom, O^ober ^jth^ in difguife*'. Walter 
archbifliop of Rouen, a prelate of great wifdon^ 
and virtue, a£ied as chief jufticiary, with the 
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advice of his colleagues, by virtue pf the" for- AJO.tt^u 
mer commiffion ; and the cuftody of the great '~^'^*~^ 
feal -was given to Benedift abbot of Peterbo- 
rough, the hiftorian ^\ 

Soon after the two kings of France and Eng- The king 

land had taken poffeiTion of Aeon, the former be- returnr^ 

gan to intimate his intentipn of returning into ^®'" ^^ 

Europe, pretending that the climate of Paleftine Land.' 

did not agree with his conftitution, and that his 

life would be endangered by a longer ftay. This 

however was not the real, or at leaft not the chiefs 

reafon of his forming this refolution — ^Many dif- 

putes had arifen between the two monarchs at 

Meffina and in the Holy Land, whiclT made their 

union neither cordial nor agreeable — ^He beheld 

his own glory eclipfed by the fuperior fplendour of 

Richard's atchievements, which gave him great 

difguft — ^The earl of Flanders had died before 

Aeon without iffue, and he expefted, by his prc- 

fence in France, to fecure a part, if not the whole, 

of his fucceffion,— to fay nothing of his intention 

tp^feize fome of Richard's dominions in his ab- 

fjsnce. Qreat efforts were made to perfuade him 

to ftay longer ; but they were ineffeftual. Having 

renewed his engagements not to invade any of 

the territories of the king of England, while that 

prince continued in the Holy Land, or within 

forty days . after his return home ; and having left 

9 confiderable body of his troops under the com- 

^^ W. Ncobrigcn. |,4. c^ iS* Beoedift. Abbai^ p* 714. He. 

mand 



ao4 «ISTORY OF BJtiTAiN. Book III. 

A.D.I i9f. mand of the duke of Burgundy, he failed from 
'^"7~ the pott of Acon^ with the reft of his fleet and 
army, Auguft ift, and landed in France a ft^ 
days before the feftival of Chriftmas, which he 
iblemnized at his palace of Fountainbleau ^\ 
S^HiTiT Richard, after the departure of the king of 
jnfh6Hoiy Ftance, having repaired the walls of Aeon, 
''*"^.* inarched from thence, Auguft 25th, with the 
Chriftian army, to reduce the other cities on the 
fea-coaft. The famous Saladin, at the head of 
a very numerous army, attended all their mo- 
tions, and harafled them with perpetual combats, 
in which aftonifliing afts of valour were per- 
formed on both fides ^*« At length thefe two 
great armies, animated by the moft implacable 
hatred, inflamed by religious zeal, and conducted 
by the two braveft leaders in the world, came to 
a general action, September 6tb, which conti- 
nued from morning to night j when the Turkiih 

army was put to flight with great flaughter". 
Saladin, after this defeat, defpairing to be able 
to keep the field, and to defend fo great a number 
of towns, difmantled Csefarea, Afcalon, Joppa^ 
and feveral others, and with their garrifons rein- 
forced his army, and ftrengthened the garrifons 
of Jerufalem, and of the other towns he refolved 
to defend^. After this viftory the Chriflian 
army proceeded on their march with little mo- 

3* Benedl^. Abbas, p. 667—670. W. Ntubrigen. I. 4. c. %%. 
Hemingford, I.i. c. 57. 

3t G. Vinifauf. U 4. C. tO— itf* ^^ Id.ibid. C. iS— Sft. 
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leftation; and reaching Joppa, found it deferted, AVu^u 
and almoft quite demolifhed; and received in- '"^"'"^^ 
tielligence that the enemy were acting the fame 
part at Afcalon. , A council of war was )ield, in 
•which king Richard propofed to march to Af- 
calon with all poffible expedition, and refcue it 
out of the hands of the Turks before it was de- 
molifhed J but the duke of Burgundy, and the 
other French generals (who had been fecretly 
inftrafted by their fovereign to thwart the king, 
of England in all his defigns), obftinately in- 
fifted on rebuilding Joppa ; to which Richard 
reluftantly confented, and feven weeks were fpent 
in that work^^ In the beginning of November 
the Chriftian army marched from Joppa towards ' 
Jerufalem, rebuilding the ruined caftles as they 
advanced, and being alfo much retarded in their 
progrefs by heavy rains and frequent affaults of 
the enemy. But when they had overcome all. 
thefe difficulties, and had reached the neighbour- 
hood of the holy city, in the laft week of this 
year, the Templars, Hofpitallers, and Pifans^ 
joining with the French, ' oppofed / the befieging 
of it, at that time, with many fpecious argu- 
Qients; and obliged Richard to return with his 
army towards Afcalon, to his own unfpeakable 
mortification, and the great grijef of nxany of the 
croi^aders^^ 

The king of France, in his pafTage from the aj:^.ii92/ 
Holy Land, had vifited Rome, and made bitter S.""?*".^ 

' ^ of the king 
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A.D.tt9ft. complaints to the pope of many affronts and in- 
after Kis juries which he pfefended to have received fronl 
return the king of England} earneftly intresLting his 
Holy holinefs to releafe hitd ftom his oaths, that he 
hislnl *"^ might take vengeance on his enemy, by invading 
triguet his dominions. But with this moft ftianleful re- 
princc queft the pope would not comply". Not dif- 
john. couraged with this repulfe, on his arrival in 
France, he made no fecret of his refoliition to 
violate all his oaths, in order to gratify his re- 
venge, or rather his arilbition. In a conference 
with the fenefchal of Normandy, January 20th, 
he made a demand of Gifors, and its territories, 
threatening immediate war on receiving a re- 
fufal ^^ He engaged in dark intrigues with 
prince John, to whofe profligate charadter he 
was' no ftranger, tempting him with an offer of 
all Richard's dominions on the continent, to join 
with him in the war againft his abfent brother; 
to which he would have confented, if he had 
not been difluaded by his mother queen Eleanor, 
and deterred by the threats of the jufticiaries of 
England to confifcate his eftates. Though dif- 
appointed in thefe intrigues, Philip would have 
invaded Normandy, if he had not been prevented 
by his barons, who abfolutely refufed to follow 
him in fo unjuft an enterprize ^^ 
Attempt* The government of England was alfo much 
champ w difquieted at this time, by the violent efforts of 

r 
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^^William Longchamp, the expelled jufticiary; A.D.ii9t. 
•who having gained the pope to efpoufe his recover hit 
caufe^ and renew his legantine commifEon, J^r^'^^ 
threatened to lay the kingdom under an inter- 
dict, if he was not reftored to all his former 
power. But by the prudence and firmnefs of 
the archbifhop of Rouen, ailifted -by queen Elea- 
nor,* all his efforts were baffled ^. 

While Richard's dominions in Europe were Proceed-' 
toril by fadions and threatened with invafions,. chriftian 
that prince was involved in the greateft diffi- ^l^l^^^ 
culties and dangers in the Holy Land. No Laa<t 
march was ever attended with more affli^ive 
circumftances than that of the Chriftian army, 
in the beginning of this year, from Jerufalem 
to Afcalon, where they arrived, January 20th, 
much diminiflied and difpirlted by ftorms, h* 
tigue, and famine ^^ To complete their mif- 
fortunes, they found that place fo completely 
ruined and deferted, that it afforded them neither 
food, lodging, nor proteSion. The reparation 
of it coft them three months inceflant toil ; from 
which the king himfelf was not exempted, who 
wrought with greater ardour than any common 
labourer^*. Before this work was completed, 
the duke of Burgundy, with the French, Ge- 
noefe, and all whom he could entice to follow 
him, feparated from the army , and marched, firft 
to Aeon, and afterwards to Tyre ^'. 



<• Beocdia. Abbai, p. 731. 
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About the middle of April, the prior of Here- 
ford arrived at Afcalon, with letters to the king 
from William Longcbamp, acquaiiuing him with 
the troubles in England, ^th his own expuliion, 
and with the machinations of prince John, and 
earneftly intreating him to return immediately, 
if he defired to preferve his crown ^. Aftoniihed 
at this intelligence, Richard called a council of 
all the princes and nobles in the Chriftian army, 
and communicated to them the news he had re- 
ceived,' and the neceflity of his return to Eng- 
land ; to which they ccmfented, on condition 
that he terminated the difpute between the two 
pretenders to the crown of Jerufalem, Guy de 
Louzignan and Conrade marquis of Montfeitat, 
that they might know whom to follow, ^after his 
departure. On this occafuon, Richard a£led a 
very noble part, leaving the decifion of thae 
queftion to the members of the council ; and 
when they declared in favour of Conrade, who 
bad long been his open enemy, he confirmed 
their choice, and facrificed his private refentmeat 
lo the public peace ^K Still further to fecure tba 
tranquillity of the army and the country in his 
^bfence, he generoufly bellowed the kingdom of 
Cyprus on Guy de Louzignan, the other compe- 
titor for the crown of Jerufalem; a valuable 
gift, which he aiid his pofterity enjoyed almoft 
three centuries. 
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Conrade ^was tranfported with joy when here- A.Dn^a. 
caved the news of his election, and haftened to ^ri^ 
Afcalon to be crowned. But he was unhappily king of 
murdered, April 28th, on the flreets of Tyre, klued/of 
by two defperadoes, who had been fent for that ^^^^^^ j,. 
purpofe, by the prince of the Afiaffins ; or, as unjuftiy 
he was commonly called. The Old Man of the ^^^ * ' 
Mountain^. The murderers were both apprci 
hended ; and were fo far from denying, that they 
gloried in what they had done, declaring, that 
it was in obedience to the commands of their 
lord, the Old Man of the Mountain, to revenge 
am injury he had received from Conrade. Yet fo 
malevolent and fhamelefs was the king of France, 
that he calumniated Richard as the author of 
that afTaiEnation, and pretended to dread a like 
attempt upon his own perfon ^\ 

On the death of Conrade, Henry earl of Cham^ Further 
paigne married his widow, and was declared king mgi of the 
of Jerufelemj who, being nephew to Richard, Jj-^lflJ* 
brought back the French and their confederates <ii« Holy 
to join the Chriflian army at Afcalon, under that 
prince ; who had lately taken the flrong fortrefs 
of Darum from the Turks ^. The Chriftian 
army being affembled, a refolution was taken to 
make another attempt on the city of Jerufalem ; 
and they began their march from Afcalon, June 
6th, and in five days reached Belinople (within 

^ G. Vinifauf. c. a6. 
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A.P.I 191. about four inilep of that city), where they en- 
camped a month waiting for the troops they ex- 
pefted to join them from Aeon* In this interval 
king Richard furprifed and took a Turkifli ca- 
ravan, with immenfe wealth in gold, filver, filk, 
fpices, fugars, and other precious commodi- 
ties ^. When all the forces were colle&ed, a 
council of war was held, in which, aftor long 
deliberation, and many angry difputes, it was 
concluded not to attempt the fiege of Jerufalem 
^t that time ; and the French with their confe- 
derates again feparating from the army, Richard 
conducted his own troops, and all who chofe to 
follow him, to Acoii, where they arrived July 
i26th^^ From thence he propofed to embark 
for England ; but before all things were ready, 
he received the melancholy news that Saladin 
had invefted Joppa with a prodigious army, and 
that the garrifon muft fall a facrifice if he did 
not come to their relief* Deeply affeOied widi 
Aeir diftrefs, he gave orders to the army to 
march to Joppa by land, while he, with a chofexi 
body of knights, went by fea; and by per- 
forming prodigies of valour, raifed the fiege of 
Jfoppa, and defeated the enemy in two aftions *^ 
But Richard foon after falling fick, and finding 
k impoffible to perfuade the French to return to 
fhe ^rmy, concluded a truce with Saladin for 
^hree years, three months, three weeks, three 

♦» G. Vinifauf. 1. 6. c. 4. $0 Jd, ibid, c, 8, 9, |o, 11, 
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days, and three hours j confenting to the demo- a.d.ii9»' 
lition of Afcalon ; but ftipulating, that the "^""^'^^^^ 
Chriftians fliould retain all the other towns they 
poffeiTed in Paleftine, and be permitted to vifit 
the holy places at Jerufalem ^\ 

Richard recovered flowly from his indifpofi- .King 
tion J and having fent away the queens of Eng- embarks 
land and Sicily, with their attendants, he went, ^orEng- 
with afmall number of feled friends, on board (hip-* 
a fwift.faiUng fliip in the port of Aeon, Oftober ^^^f^^,'^ 
9th, followed by the tears, prayers, and bene- prifoncr. 
diflions of an infinite multitude of people, who 
had tafted his bounty and beheld his valour ^^ 
His voyage was moft unfortunate; for after toff- 
ing feveral \yeeks at fea, he was Ihipwrecked near 
Aquileia; and attempting to pafs through Ger- 
many in difguife, he was difcover6d in a village 
near Vienna, December 20th, and thrown into 
prifon by Leopold duke of Auftria j who, 
prompted by avarice or malice, refpedted nei- 
ther his rank, nor the caufe in which he had 
""been engaged ^\ 

As foon as the emperor Henry VI, heard of A.D.1193. 
the detention of the king of England, to whom Richard 
he was an enemy, he claimed and obtained the to the 
royal captive, promifing to pay Leopold fixty P"*'''* 
thoufand pounds out of the expedled ranfom ". 

S* G. Vinifauf. c. 17. Hcmingford, 1. 1. c. 6i» 
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A.D.1T93. In this ignominious manner was this illuftrious 
*'"*''"^''**^ prince, and^ great champion of Chriftianity, . 
bought and fold, by thofe who could hardly 
invent a pretence for ofiFering him any violence. 
Confpira. The king of France, tranfported with joy at 
kingof'' the news of Richard's captivity, and forgetting 
^*5"". all his oaths, haftened to make the utmoft ad- 

and prince ' , . • . . 

jo'hnde- vantage of it, by invading his dommions, — ^by 
inviting prince John to join with -him in (baring 
the plunder of his unhappy brother,— ^and by ne- 
gotiating with' the emperor to deliver • up his 
royal prifoner to him, or to detain him in per- 
petual durance ^^ His negotiations with the 
emperor were unfuccefsful. But prince Johq, 
regardlefs of all the ties of nature, of gratitude, 
and of the moft folemn oaths, entered with es^- 
gemefs into all the fchemes of Philip, for the 
deftrudlion of his brother and the divifion of 
his fpoils. On his return from Normandy, where 
he had an interview with the king of France to 
fettle their plan of operations, he befieged and 
took the caftles of Wallingford and Windfor *^ 
Coming to London, he gave put that his brother 
was dead, and required Walter archbifliop of 
Rouen, chief jufticiary, and his colleagues, to 
fwear fealty to him, and perform the ceremony 
of his coronation. But his affertibns being dif- 
credited, and his requifitions defpifed, the jufli- 
piaries raifed an army, and profecuted the war 

f^ W. Nenbrigem 1, 4 .c. 34* Hoveden, p. 41s. 
|7 Hovcd^n, pt4i** Rymer^oed. 1* i.p« 85* 
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againft him with fo rauch vigour, that they A.d.ti93, 
compelled him to beg a truce ; which was 
granted, and he returned to his ally the king of 
France *'. That prince had been more fuccefsful 
in his invafioh of Normandy, where he met with . 
little oppofition till he inverted Rouen j which 
Tiras fo bravely defended by the valiant earl of 
Leicefter, who had lately returned from the 
Holy Land, that Philip was obliged to raife the 
fiege, and retire with precipitation* This repulfe^ 
together with the threats of the pope to lay his 
dominions under an interdid, engaged him to 
liften to propofals for a fufpenfion of hortilities ; 
and a truce was concluded July 9th *•* 

King Richard loft none of his ufual courage^ Richard'i 
or even cheerfulnefs, by his captivity. Though "Jl* j*""Jt^ 
he was at firft treated with great indignity^ mentinJiU 
thrown into a dungeon from whence no man had "^"^ ^' 
ever efcaped with* life, loaded with irons, and 
furrounded day and night with armed men^ his 
countenance was ferene, and his converfation 
pleafant and facetious ^4 

As foon as queen Eleanor and the jufticiaries Negoffa- 
of England heard of his misfortune, they fent hifTde- 
the abbots of Broxley and Pont-Robert to attend Hveranct. 
him ; who, meeting him with his guards on the 
road to Worms, where a diet of the empire was 
foon to be held, were deceived by him in a man^ 
iier equally cheerful atul affe£tionate« He afked 

)" Chron. Gtrvat^ jcoK t^St* R« Hoveden, p. 413. col. s. 
Hemingford, \. %, c. 64. 
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A.D.fi9s. them the ftate of his friends, his. fubjefis, arid 
his dominions ; and particularly inquired after 
the heakh of the king of Scotland, on whofe 
honour he faid he entirely relied. On hearing 
of the bafe behaviour of his brother John, he 
was ihocked, and looked grave; but prefently 
recovering , his good humour, he faid with a 
fmile, My brother John is not made for conquering 
kingdoms ^\ Many of the king's perfonal friends, 
as William bifliop of Ely, Hubert bifliop of 
Salifbury, &c. on hearing of his difafter, flew to 
his relief, and affifted in negotiating his deliver- 
ance. Queen Eleanor addreffed feveral mod 
mournful and pathetic letters to the pope, in* 
treating and conjuring him to launch the thun- 
ders of the church againft thofe impious princes 
who detained her heroic fon, and who ravaged 
his dominions**. 

The emperor, to wipe off fome part of the 
odium he had brought upon himfelf by his con- 



Ricl^rd't 
noble be- 
haviour . 

^It'oU^t ^^^ towards Richard, prefented him before all 
empire. , the prelates and princes of the empire, in a diet 
held at Worms July 1 3th ; and accufed him, — 
of having protefted Tancred, who had ufurped 
the crown of Sicily,— of having m^de war on the 
emperor of Cyprus, a Chriftian prince, when he 
fliould have been fighting againft the infidels, — 
of having driven the king of France out of the 
Holy Land by many injuries, — of having 
affronted the duke of Auftria,— of having hired 
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affaffins to tnurder the marquis of Montferrat,*— 
and of having concluded a truce with Saladin on 
too eafy terms. But Richard being permitted 
to fpeak for himfelf, anfwered all thefe accuia- 
tions in fo clear and full, and at the fame time in 
fo elegant and affeding a manner, that he not 
only convinced the whole affembly of his inno* 
cence, but drew tears from many of his noble 
hearers ^\ 

After this the emperor treated him with J/^^^.^^ 
greater decency ; and by the mediation of feveral ance coo- 
princes, the negotiation for his freedom was con^ amf money 
eluded, July 31ft, on the following terms: — for hit 
that as foon as the king of England had delivered colleacd, 
to the emperor one hundred thoufand marks, 
Cologne weight, of pure filver, and had. given 
hoftages for other fifty thoufand marks of the 
fame weight and finenefs, he fhould be fet at 
liberty, and have a fafe condud to the port 
where he was to etnbark^^ As foon as the 
king of France heard of the conclufion of this 
tigreement, he fent a meffage to his confederate 
prince John, to take care of faimfeif, for tbe 
devil was unchained ^K The jufticiaries of Eng- 
land raifed the money for the king^s ranfom in /Si 
iKort time, by a fcutage of twenty (hillings on 
every knight's fee, a talliage on the borougks 
and the royal demefnes, and; by fevieral other 
mediods ^* The tnoney being collected, queen 

*5 M. Paris, p. ixr^ iss. ^ Rymer Fdftd. t. x. p. S4« 
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Eleanor, and the archbifhop of Rouen, fet out 
vnih it for Germany, a little before ChriflmaSy 
leaving the chief direction of affairs in England 
in the hands of Hubert formerly biihop of Salif- 
bury, lately conftituted archbifhop of Canter- 
bury and chief jufticiary.^ 

The terrors of the king of France, and of his 
friend prince John, redoubled as the time of 
Richard's releafe drew near, which engaged them 
to make a great effort to prevent what they fo 
much dreaded. With this view they fent letters 
to the emperor, engaging to pay him one 
hundred and fifty thoufand marks of pure filver, 
if he would detain Richard only one year longer *'. 
With this magnificent offer the emperor, the 
mofl fordid and mofl mercenary of men, was 
not a little flaggered, and began to make excufes 
and delays ; but many of the princes of the em- 
pire, who had been guarantees of the agreement 
between him and Richard, infifling that it fhould 
be fulfilled, he found himfelf under a neceffity 
of giving that prince his liberty, on February 
4th, at Mentz, to the great joy of his mother 
queen Eleanor, and feveral of his nobles who 
were prefent to receive him **• 

Having fpent fome days with his great fiiend 
the bifhop of Cologne, he proceeded on his 
journey towards the port of Swine, at the mouth 
of the Scheld, where he embarked on board aa 
Englifh fleet, and landed at Sandwich, March 



^ Rt Hoveden, p. 4.x8# 



« Id, ibid. 



aotby 



t!h.x. §4. CIVIL AND MILITAkY, I17 

ttoth, after an abfence of four years^ three A.D.M94, 
months, and nine days, in which he had expe- 
rienced great variety of fortunes*^. He was 
received at London with great demonflrations of 
joy, and fuch an oflentatious difplay of wealth, 
as aftonifhed the German nobility in his train, 
and made one of them fay, — " If our emperor 
** had known the riches of England, your ranfom, 
** O king, would have been much greater ^°." 
Having fpent only three days at London, he 
haftened to put himfelf at the head of his army, 
befieging the caftle of Nottingham, belonging 
to prince John ; which furrendered at difcretion, 
March 28th ''. 

Here the king held a great council of his pre- Great 
lates and nobility, which began March 30th, Notting!* 
and ended April 2d. On the fecond day of the ^*"* 
council it was decreed, that if prince John did 
not appear before the king and his court within 
forty days, to anfwer for his condud, all his 
eflates in England ihould be forfeited ^\ On 
the third day a tax of two (hillings on every hide 
of land was granted ; and on the laft feveral 
criminal procefles were determined ^'. 

At this council it was refolved, that the cere- Rictiard . 
mony of the king's coronation Ihould be repeated, at^^lS^ 
to wipe off the ftain of his captivity ; and the tbefter,aiid 
17th of April was appointed for the day of the adraifth* 
folemnity, at Winchefter} where it was accord- J/*'?.^^ 



the kin|^ 
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AD.1194.- ingly performed with great pomp^^ William 
of Scot, the Lion^ king of Scotland, was prefent at the 
land to the council of Nottingham, attended the king from 
couatiet. thence to Winchefler, and ailifted at his corona- 
tion, earneftly foliciting a grant of the counties 
of Northumberland, Cumberland, and Weft- 
morland ; which was refufed, but in the fofteft 
terms". 
Ridiard After his fecpnd coronation, Richard refumed 

moaeyr many of the honours and eflates which he had 
sndraifcs aUenatcd before his departure for the Holy Land. 

an army, * ' 

with which alleging that they were abfolutely neceffary for 
S^^on-^ the fupport of the crown, and that the purchafers 
«*n"^ of them had already indemnified themfelves '*. 
He prevailed upon the monks of the Ciftertian 
ordo*, by flattery and fair promifes, to make 
him a prefent of a year's wool, and by various 
cxh&r arts replenifhed his empty coflFers '^. Re- 
ceiving intelligence of the hoflile intentions and 
preparations of the king of France, he coUeded 
his forces with all poflible expedition, and em- 
barking them at Portfmouth, on board a fleet of 
one hundred fail, he landed with them at Bar- 
fleur May 1 2th '*. 
Rithtrd Next morning his brother prince John fud- 
P„^** denly entered his apartment, threw himfelf at 
John. }|is feet, and with many tears confefled his crimes^, 
and implored forgivenefs ^ with which Richard 
was fo much a&£bed, that he raifed him from 

7^ W. Neubrigen. I.4« Cr42« '> R. Hoveden, p,4fto. 
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the ground, embraced him in the moft affeftion- A.D.1194.. 
ate manner, aAd granted him a pardon ; but * '^'~*~^ 
did not immediately reftore him to his poffef- 
lions 7^ 

Taking the field with his army, he raifed the Operationt 
liege of Verneuil May 29th, took the caftle of t!\lh^'^'^ 
Lochis June I'jth, and gained a ftill greater ad- France 
vantage over his enemi«*s July 5th, at Fretteval, by a truce, 
•where all the baggage and treafure of the king of 
France, together with his chancery, containing 
many valuable papers, fell into his hands ^^; 
From thence Richard marched his army into 
Guienne, which had revolted, and in the fpace 
of fixteen days reduced it to its former ftatCof 
obedience and fubjedHon'^ But a ftop was put 
to thefe military operations by a truce, which 
was concluded for one year by the plenipoten- 
tiaries of the kings of France and England^ 
July 23d 'S 

Ricbard employed this interval of tranquillity Richard^t 
in making a very ftrift inquiry into the ftate of ^StXr- 
all the branches of the royal revenues. For this ["^ *^* 
purpofe he fent commiffioners into every county 
of the kingdom, to make the neceffary enquiries, 
and to levy the fums that fliould be found due to 
the crown on any account ^\ One objeft of this , 
enquiry was, to raife the money that was ftill due 
to the duke, of Auftria for the king's ranfom, 

7» M. Paris, p* i«3. Co). ». Diceto, col. 67$. 
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A-D.II94.. that his hoftages might be redeemed; but he 
^-'^'^*-' was unexpeftedly relieved from the neceffity of 

paying that money by the following event. 
Duke of As the duke of Auftria was tilting with his 
fets courtiers on St* Stephen's day, December 26th, 

kiSa^et'* ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^P°^ ^^"^' ^^^ crufhed his foot in 
»t liberty, fuch a manner, that it threw him into a fever^ 

and brought on a gangrene. When his phyfi- 
cians acquainted him that there were no hopes of 
his recovery, he ,was feized with remorfe for the 
cruelty and injuftice of which he had been guilty 
towards the king of England ; and gave orders 
to fet his hoftages at liberty ^\ 
A.D.ii9s. The late truce between the kings of France 
Francc'^^ and England was not very well obferved ; and as 
renewed, foou as it expired, the war was renewed by Philip, 
Mtcd by a who made an incurfion into Normandy, plun- 
peace. dering the country, and demolifliing fuch caftles 
as fell into his hands. Richard having colleded 
his forces, marched to meet his enemies, and 
came up with them near Vaudreuil, where a 
negotiation was propofed by Philip, who during 
the continuance of it, fecretly' employed his 
troops in undermining the walls of that fortrefs. 
One day z$ the two kings were engaged in a con- 
ference, they were interrupted by a dreadful 
noife, occafioned by the fall of the greateft part 
of the caftle of Vaudreuil, which at once dif- 
covered to Richard the artifice of his adverfary, 
and inflamed him with the moft violent refent^ 

•♦ W. Ncubrrgen. 1. $* c» 8. 

ment* 



Ch. I. § 4- CIVIL AND MILITARY, sax 

ixient, lie haftened to put himfelf at the head A.t>.M9s. 
of his army, and to prepare for taking his re- ^'^'^^^ 
venge in a general engagement; but the 
French, who had all things in readinefs for their 
march, retired with fo much precipitation, that 
he could not overtake tbem*^ The war was 
profecuted for fome months after this with various 
fuccefs, but without producing any general 
a£Uon or important event; and was at length 
terminated ty a treaty of peace concluded by 
the two monarchs in a p^rfonal interview on 
December 5th \ 

While Richard was detained in his foreign A.D.1T96. 
dominions, the capital of England became a -j^^^don 
fcene of the moft violent faftions, and- of great fupprcfled, 
f:onfufion. This was owing to the unlimited author* 
influence which one William Fitz-Ofbert, con^- ^^'^'J^^S*^* 
monly called Longbeard^ had obtained among the 
common people and inferior citizens of that 
metropolis ; by declaiming, with great vehe- 
mence, on all occafions, againft the tyranny of 
the king's miniflers, and their oppr^iSons of 
the poor. Though William was known to be a 
man of an abandoned charader and ruine4 for- 
tunes, yet by his learning, eloquence, and fair 
pretences, he gained fuch an afcendant over the 
ipinds pf his followers, that they called him ih^ 
javtQur of th^ people^ attended him with loud 
acclamations whenever he appeared in public, 

•J W. Neubrigen, 1. 5. c« 15. Cbron. J, Brompt. col. xa67« 
ffi W, Neubri^en. !• j, Ct lyt I(ymer Fped. t, s. p. 91* 

and 
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A.D.1196, and bound themfelves by the mofl: folemn oaths 
to execute all his orders. The ftreets were in- 

f 

fefted day and night by numerous mobs^ who 
conunitted many diforders, infult^d the richer 
citizens, and threatened them with defl:ru£Uon. 
Hubert archbifhop of Canterbury, and chief 
judiciary, fummoned Longbeard to appear before 
the council ; but he came, attended by fuch a 
prodigious multitude, that they were afraid to 
a(k him any queftions, and he returned in triumph 
into the city. After this the archbifliop very 
prudently remained quiet, until the political 
enthufiafm of Longbeard's followers b^an to 
languifli for want of oppofitioa, when he fent a 
party of men into the city to feize his perfon. 
William made a brave defence, tilled one of the 
party fent to apprehend him, and ,efcaped, with 
his concubine, and a few of his accomplices, 
into the neighbouring church of St. Mary le 
Bow. But no regard was paid to the rights of 
fanftuary on this occaiion. William was dragged 
out of the chiu-ch, tried, condemned, and 
executed, before his partifans recovered from 
their furprife, or had time to form any fcheme 
for his deliverance. After his death, however, 
they flocked in great crowds to the place of 
execution, took down the gallows on which he 
had been hanged, divided it into a thoufand 
pieces, preferved and adored thefe pieces as the 
mofl: precious relics, pretending that they 
wrought many miracles. But as thefe pre- 
tended miracles were not countenanced by the 

8 clergy. 



Cb. 1. § 4. CIVIL AND MILITARY. aaj 

clergy, to whom ^William had been no friend, a.d.ii9«, 
they were foon forgotten *'• * — --»^ 

The animofity between the kings of France A.D.1197. 
and England was fo violent, that it could not be ?^*«* ^j* 
reftrained within the bounds of peace by the moft gun aod 
folemn treaties. Some difputes having arifen in ^^^^ 
3ritanny about the guardianihip of the young 
duke of that country, who was now about nine 
years of age ; Richard fent an army to fupport 
his title to that office; which was difputed by 
many of the nobility, who put themfelves, their 
fovereign, and their country, under the protcc* 
don of the king of France. Philip warmly 
efpoufed their caufe, and another w^r broke out 
between iiim and Richard, which continued from 
Midfummer A, D. 11 96, to September 1 7th, 
this year, when it was terminated by a truce^ 
without having produced any events worthy of 4 
place in hiftory ". 

While Richard vfound it necefiary to contmue AJ>.f 19s. 
on the continent to defend his dominions againfl ^«n"'«« 

and plague 

his moft inveterate enemy the king of France, inEng- 
England was governed with great wifdom, and *" 
preferved in perfeft tranquillity, by Hubert 
archbiihop of Canterbury, who being both papal 
legate and chief jufticiary, had great influence in 
all affairs civil and eccleHaftical ^^ But though 
this kingdom enjoyed the blefOng of peace, it 



*7 W* Neabrigen. L 5* c. fto, ^t. Chron. Gervafii, col, I59X* 
'' Cbron. Brompt* col. J^7^, &c. W. Neubrigen. 1. 5, c* 3a* 
'9 GcrvftiAAaPqntlHc* Cantuarienf. col* 1679J &c. 

was 
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A.D.X19S. was grlevouily afflided with famine, occafioned 
'^^'^*^ by a fucceffion of cold and rainy feafons ; and 
this famine at length brought on a plague, that 
raged with fo much violence for fix months, that 
there were hardly fo many perfons in perfeft 
health as were fuffident to attend the fick and 
bury the dead, who were thrown into great pits 
as foon as they iexpired^. A contemporary 
writer, who gives a very aSeding account of this 
peftilence, obferves, that the monafteries were 
the only places exempted from its ravages *' : a 
fuffident proof that the monks of thofe timea 
enjoyed much better accommodations, and greater 
abundance of all things, than the reft of their 
countrymen, 
AJ>.ii99* , A truce for five years had lately been concluded 
chard «!-' l>^twcen the kings of France and England, under 
ccivM a the mediation of the pope ; and aj negotiation 
vhichb/ w^ f^^ o^ f^ot in the beginning of this year, 
*w. under the fame mediation, for eftablifliing a 

lading peace between thefe monarchs, thai they 
might be at liberty to undertake a fecond expe- 
dition into the Holy Land, when an .event hap- 
pened that put an end to all thefe projeds. A con- 
fiderjible treafure, confifting of ancient coins and 
medals, had been acddentally found in the 
lands of Vidomar vifcount of Limoges, and was 
demanded from that nobleman by king Richard, 
who claimed a right to it as fovereign of the 
pountry. Vidomar confented to give up a part 

^ ChfOB. Bcompt col. x»7i» 9^ W. Neubrigen* K 5. c. »«• 

- of 
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of the treafure; which Richard rqeffing, marched A.D.1199. 
at the head of a body of Braban^ons^ and invefled 
the caftle of Chalus near Limoges, where the 
treafure was fuppofed to be concealed, with a 
defign to fdze the whole, and to punifh his 
refhiftory vaflal. The garrifon offered to fur- 
reinder the caftle, and all things in it, on' con- 
dition that they fhould be allowed to march out 
with their arms. But Richard wantonly reje&ed 
this offer, declaring that he was determined to 
take the caftle by force, and to put them all to 
death. On the fourth day of the fiege (March 
28th), as the king, and Marcadee, commander 
of the Braban9ons, were viewing the caftle, in 
order to difcover the moft proper place for mak- 
ing an affauU, Richard was wounded in the left 
(hoiilder with an arrow, difcharged from a crofs- 
bow by Bertrame de Gourdon, one of the gar- 
. rifon. After remaining fome time in the fame 
place, he mounted his horfe, returned to his 
head-quarters, and gave direftions for the aifault* 
The caftle was taken, and all its defenders, accord- 
ing to orders, were hanged, except Bertrame de 
Gourdon, who was probably referved for fome 
more cruel death. In pulling the arrow from 
the king's flioulder the iron remained behind, 
which obfiged the furgeon, who feems not to 
have been expert in his profefSon, to make 
feveral deep indfions, in order to extraft it. 
After fome days the fyraptoms of a gangrene 
, appeared ; and a wound which at firft was not 
thought dangerous, was now efteemed mortal. 
V0L.V. Q, As 
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A^M99- As foon as he became apprehenfive of death, he 
commanded Gourdon to be brought into his pre- 
fence, and aiked him, ^^ What harm have I done 
** to you that hath provoked you to attempt my 
** death ?"—« You have killed," repUed Gour- 
don, ^^ both my father and brother ivith your own 
*^ hand, and defigned to put me to an ignonii- 
^^ nious death, t am therefore ready to fuffer 
the greateft torments you can invent, with 
joy, I fince I have been fo happy as to kill one 
who hath been the author of fo many miferies 
** to mankind'*." The king, confdous of the 
truth of this bold reply, bore it with patience ; 
and commanded Gourdon to be fet at liberty. 
But this command was not obeyed. For Mar- 
cadee kept him in prifon, and as fopn as the 
king expired, put him to a painful death ''• 
Though Richard, at his departure for the Holy- 
Land, had declared his nephew Arthur duke of 
Britanny his heir, he made a different difpofi- 
tion on his death-bed, by bequeathing all his 
dominions, * and three-fourths of his treafure, to 
his brother prince John *^ No reafons are given 
for this important change by contemporary 
hiftorlans ; and our conjedures concerning the 
motives to - it can be but uncertain. Having 
expreffed great penitence for his vices, and under- 
gone a very fevere difcipline from the hands of 
the clergy who attended him in his lad moments, 

•* Hoveden, p. 450. col. i. ^ Iil. ibid. 

*^ Rymer Feeder. 1. 1. p«65. 6S. HofcdeOf p«450. 

he 
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he died on the tenth day after he was wounded^ A.D.it99, 
April 6th, in the forty-fecond year of his age, and ^~^'^""^ 
the tenth of his reign ^K 

Thus fell Richard L in the prime of life, Charaaer 
when engaged in an enterprise unworthy of his Richard. 
])ower, and not very honourable to his chara£ter. 
In his perfon he is defcribed by one who was 
intimately acquainted with him, to have been 
tall, ftrong, and handfome; his countenance 
fair and comely; his eyes blue and fparkling; 
his hair yellow; and his air ftately and majef- 
tic^. The natural endowments of his mind 
were not inferior to the perfe£tions of his body. 
His underftanding was excellent, his memory 
retentive, his imagination lively, and his courage 
fo undaunted, that it procured him the fumame 
of Cosur de Liohj or the Liort'hearted ^^ In con- 
fequence of thefe endowments, he is celebrated 
by contemporary writers, as a wife politician, an 
eloquent orator, an admired poet, and the moft 
illuftrious warrior of the age in which he flou- 
riflied. One of thefe writers, who attended him 
in his expedition into the Holy Land, compares 
him to Ulyffes for policy; to Neftor for elo- 
quence; to Heftor, Achilles, Alexander, and 
RoUand, for military talents^*. In his conver- 
fation he was pleafant and facetious ; and his 

9' Chron^ Brompt. col, 1*79. •* Gaufrcd. Vinifauf. 1. «. cl 5. 
•7 Cbron. firompt. col. 1178. Girtld. Cambrenf, Topographr. 
Hibern. Diftinft. 3. c. 50. 
^* 6tttfre4« Vinifauf. 1. ». c. 5, 

Qj^ pleafantrjr 
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A.D.I 199. pleafantry did not forfake him eveift at the 
approach of death. When the archbifhop of 
Rouen told him, in his lafl: illnefs^ that it wats 
now high time to part with his three favourite 
daughters, his pride, avarice, and luxury; I 
am refolved, replied he, to difpofe of them in 
marriage without delay ; the firft to the templars, 
the fecond to the monks, and the third to the 
prelates, becaufe I know they love them dearly, 
and will treat them kindly^. This prince was 
not fo eminent for his virtues as for his accom- 
plifhments. On the contrary, though on fome 
occafions he afted in a noble manner, efpecially 
to his proftrate enemies, he was in general 
haughty, cruel, covetous, paffionate, and fenfual, 
an undutiful fon, an unfaithful hufband, and a 
moft pernicious king, having, by his long abfence 
and continual wars, drained his Englilh dominions 
both of men and money, 

^h5s ac. Jo^" ^a^l ^f Mortain, youngeft fon of 
ceffion and Henry 11. fucceeded his brother Richard in the 
tion, " throne of England, as well as in his foreign 
dominions, to the exclufion of Arthur duke of 
Britanny, the only fon of Geoffrey his elder 
brother "*. The regular courfe of fuccefficai f o the 
crown of this kingdom, in the reprefentative of 
the eldeft branch of the royal family, was, in 
this period, fo imperfeftly eftablifhed, and had 
been fo often violated, that this deviation from 
it occafioned little or no difturbance. John 

•9 Cbron, Bioiiipt. col. 1179. ^ 100 Horcden, p. 451, col- i. 

being 
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being in Normandy at the time of his brothers A.D.1^99. 
death, immediately flew to Chinon, where his 
. treafures were depodted, and had them delivered 
to him^ by Robert de Turnham, to whofe 
cuftody they had bean . committed ; after which 
be difpatched Hubert archbiihop of Canterbury, 
and William Marefchal earl of Strigul, into 
.England, to fecure the fucceffion and preferve 
the peace of that kingdom '^'. The infljience of 
thefe commiflioners was fo great, that, with the 
aififtance of JeflFrey Fitz-Peers, the chief jiifti- 
ciary, they prevailed upon the body of the 
^^^^gy^ nobility, and people of all ranks, to fwear 
fealty to John; and having had a meeting at 
Northampton, with a few of the barons,^ who 
difcovered fome reludiance, they perfuaded them 
alfo, by many fair promifes, to take the fame 
oath ''*'. John's fucceilion met with greater 
oppofition on the contiQent, many of the barons 
of Anjou and Maine having declared in favour 
of Arthur du^e of Britanny. This young prince, 
who was now about twelve years of age, was, by 
his mother Conftantia, put into the hands of the 
king of France, to whom he did homage for all 
the dominions of his family on the continent, 
which engaged Philip to efpoufe his caufe ^\ 
This did not prevent John's being acknowledged 
and iblemnly inaugurated duke of Normandy at 
Rouen, April 25th, by the archbifhop of that 

"» Horeden, p. 451. col, i. »»* Id. ibid. 

loi M.Parif, col. 13s. 
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A.D.X199. city ; after which he prepared for his paflage into 
^""^^^^^ England ; where he arrived. May 25th, and 
was crowned at Weftminiler, by the archbifliop 
of Canterbury, on the ayth of that month "^^ 
On the very day of this folemnity, John (hewed 
his gratitude to the three perfons who had con* 
tributed moft to his peaceable acceifion, by 
appointing the archbifliop chancellor of £ng« 
land, and creating William Marefchal earl of 
Pembroke, and Jeffrey Fitz-Peers carl of 
Effex ***• 
Warwitb John perceiving that a profound tranquillity 
prevailed in England, embarked for Normandyy 
and landed at Dieppe, June 1 8th, and foon after 
concluded a truce with the king of' France, till 
Auguft 1 6th, when the two monarchs were to 
have a perfonal interview, in order to adjuft all 
their differences. At this interview, which was 
held near Gaillon, Philip behaved with f^ much 
haughtinefs, and his demands both for himfelf 
and for prince Arthur appeared to John fo exor- 
bitant, that he rejefted them "*. On this the 
war was renewed ; and Philip having made him« 
felf matter of feveral places in Le Maine, in the 
months of September and Oftober, demoliihed 
fome, and retained others of them in his own 
pofleiHon. 
Prince Ar- This circumftance raifed ftrong fufpicions of 
liveredto ^ felfifh views in the mind of William de 

■«♦ MParit, col. I j8. HoFedeD, p. 451, 

•^ Id. ibid. lofi M. Parii, p. 13S. Hoveden» p. 45*. 
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Roches, the general of prince Arthur's forces; AD. 1199. 
\irho, by a (tratagem, conveyed that young john, and 
prince from Paris to Le Mans, of which he was ^^^^^^ 
governor. Here he concluded a treaty with king from him. 
John, into whofe hands he put prince Arthur, 
and his mother Conftantia, expeding greater 
£ivour to them from fo near a relation, than 
from the king of France. But he foon had 
reafon to repent of this tranfa£tion. For on the 
very next day he received intelligence, that the 
cruel uncle had formed defigns againft: the life of 
his unhappy nephew ; from which danger he was 
refcued by that faithful fervant, who efcaped 
viith the prince and his mother from Le Mans to 
Angers '^. 

In the beginning of this year a peace was con* A.D.itoo 
eluded between the kings of France and England, p^^cJ'"** 
under the mediation of the cardinal of Capua, the and return 
pope's legate, and cemented by a contrafl: of \lud!^' 
marriage between prince Louis, Philip's eldeft 
fon, and Blanche of Caftile, king John's niece ^, 
Being now at liberty, John paffed over into Eng- 
land, to colled the fum of twenty thoufand 
marks, which by an article of the peace he was to 
pay to the king of France, and to have an inter- 
view with the king of Scotland, who was become 
very importunate in his demands of the northern 
counties; He fucceeded in the firft of thpfe 
defigns; but feiled in the fecond^ the king of 

'*7 Hoveden, P.453U 

*•* Rymcr Feed. ^ i« p« ii7» nS* Annal. Burton, p. s6o« 
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A.D.IS0O. Scotland declining the interview in difcontent } on 

which John returned into Normandy ^"^^ 
John's In a progrefs which he made into Guienne, in 

marriage. ^|^^ fummer of this year, to receive the homage 
of the bfirons of that province, he was capti* 
yated with the charms of Ifabel, the yomig and 
fair daughter of Aymar, earl of Engoulefme, 
and the betrothed wife of Hugh le Brun, earl 
of La Marche, to whom flie had been delivered. 
Aymar, dazzled with the luftre of a crown, de- 
coyed his daughter from her betrothed hufband ; 
and John having obtained a divorce from his 
wife, to whom he had been married ten years, 
and with whom he had received the earldom of 
Glocefter, and many great eftates, was married 
to Ifabel by the archbifhbp of Bourdeaux "°. 
This marriage, equally criminal and imprudent, 
created him many enemies i amongft whom the 
injured hufband was the moft violent and impla* 
cable. The king condu&ed his young queen 
into England, and they were both folemnly 
crowned at Weftminfter, Odober 8th, by the 
archbifhop of Canterbury *". 
Kineof William king of Scotland, conduced by the 
docs ho. biihop of Durham and three Englifh earls, ar- 
john**^ rived at Lincoln November aifl, and the day 
after did homage to king John, for the territo- 
ries that he held of the crown of England, on a 
hill without that dty, in prefence of a great con-* 

»09 M. Pari*, p. 139, "o Hoveden, p. 457. M.Farit, p. 140. 
"I R. UoT6dcD> p. 461. 
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courfe of the nobility of both kingdoms; Jn^ A.D.1100. 
fifting, at the fame time, with much eameftnefs, 
on- the immediate reftitution of the northern 
counties. But the final decifion of that claim 
was put oflF to the next Whitfuntide '". 

King John, with his young queen, and a very A.D.i*oi. 
fplendid court, fpent the firft months of this year ^edrt'ton*^ 
in a continued courfe of feafting, in which he intoGu^ 
much delighted J and, celebrating the feftival of ***"*' 
Eafter at Canterbury, he and his queen wore 
their crowns and royal robes, in imitation of the 
ancient kings and queens of England ^'^ But 
he was foon awakened from this dream of plea* 
fure, by receiving intelligence from the conti- 
nent, that the enraged earl of La Marche, his 
iMTother the earl of Eu, and feveral other barons, 
had raifed a rebellion in Guienne : on which he 
fummoned all his Englifh vaflals and military 
tenants, to meet him with their horfes and arms , . 
at Portfmouth, on Whitfunday, in order to at- 
tend him to the continent. Many of the Eng- 
lifh barons began on this occafion to difcover 
their difcontent ; and, thinking the war too tri- 
fling for fuch an expeniive expedition, declined 
to obey the fummonsj which obliged him to 
embark with a fmaller army than he intended '"*. 
Soon after his arrival on the continent, he had 
an interview with the king of France, who in- 
vited him to Paris, where he ^was lodged with 

•'» R. Hoveden, p. 46*. "iJ Diceto^ col. 709, 

^■^ R. Hoveden^ p. 466. col. i, 
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his ^ueen and court in the royal palace, and 
nobly entertained "^ Departing fiDm Paris, he 
put himfelf at the head of his army, and marched 
to the borders of Guienne. But inflead of pro- 
fecuting the war with vigour, he entered into a 
negotiation with the rebellious barons ; and hav- 
ing pacified them a little, by promifing to re- 
move all the caufes of their complaints, he re- 
turned to Rouen, to enjoy the fociety of his 
queen and the pleafures of his court *"*. 

In the mean time, Conftantia duchefs of Bri- 
tanny dying at Nantes, Auguft 31ft, her only 
fon Arthur took pofleflion of that duchy, and 
foon after began to enter into engagements with 
the difcontented barons of Guienne, and to lay 
claim to all the dominions of his family on the 
continent, to which he had an undoubted 
right "\ 

Philip, king of France, had for fome time . 
paft been greatly embroiled with the pope, who 
had laid his kingdom under an interdid ; and^ 
on that account, he had thought it prudent to 
cultivate peace with all his neighbours, and par- 
ticularly with king John"'. But being in the 
beginning of this year reconciled to the court of 
Rome, he found himfelf at liberty to purfue dif- 
ferent meafures. He now openly declared him- 
felf the protedor of the difcontented barons of 
Guienne, and of the young duke of Britanny, 

m 

^is R. Hoveden, p,466. col, x. >** GuU Breto. Philip. 1. 6. 

*i' Annai. Burton* p. %6%* *^* HoTcden, p. 4.56. 
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and threatened John with an immediate war, if A.d.i»o». 
he did not do them jufticeu John, to divert this ^^^"*^ 
fiorm, if poffible, propofed a perfonal interview. 
But at this interview, which was held, March 
a 5th, near U^^dely, Philip's demands were fo 
high, that they were reje^ed, and a war .imme* 
diately commenced "'. 

In the beginning of this war the king of ^f^«^^^ 
France made himfelf mailer of feveral towns in pifoneriif 
Normandy. But a very unfortunate event foon ^"^J**^ 
after happened that put a flop to his further pro- 
grefs* The youthful Arthur duke of Britanny, 
being now about fixteen years of age, full of 
fpirit, and animated with the moft violent re- 
fentment againft a cruel ambitious uncle, who 
had robbed him of fo iair a fucceflion, took the 
field at the head of two hundred knights, and 
was fopn after joined by many of the difaffefted 
barons of Poitou and Guienne. As he- was 
mardiing with his little army near the caftle of 
Mirabel . in Poitou, he received intelligence^ 
that his grandmother queen Eleanor, who had 
warmly efpoufed the caufe of her fon againft her 
grandfon, refided in that caftle. At the earneft 
intreaty of his barons, to whom the queen was 
very obnoxious, he invefted it. The bafs-court 
of the caftle was taken ; and the queen with the 
garrifon driven into the tower or keep, when 
John, informed of his mother's danger, flew to 
her relief with an army of Englifh and Brabaa* 

"9 M. Parifi p. 144. col. u 
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A. D.I sot. 50ns. At the approach of this army the be- 
fiegers marched out to meet them, Augufl: ift; 
but being overpowered by fuperior numbers^ 
they fled back into the caitle, where they weic 
all either killed or taken prifoners*^ Among the 
latter was the unfortunate duke of Britanny, and 
the earl of La Marche (John's two greateft ene* 
rnies), with many barons, and above two hun- 
dred knights, who were all loaded with irons, 
and fent to different prifons in Normandy and 
England'^. The king of France was fo much 
afiefted with the news of this difafter that had 
befallen his friends, that he raifed the fiege of 
Arques, in which he was then . engaged, and re- 
tired to Paris "'• 

A.p.iios. jf ]^g JqJjjj Jjj^^ known how to ufe the ad- 

thur mur-* Vantage he had gained with moderation and pru- 
^«"^» dence, it might have contributed not a little to 
the peace and profperity of his future reign. 
But by purfuing a contrary condud, it involved 
him in guilt, difgrace, and mifery. Prince Ar- 
thur was at firft confined in tbs caftle of Fa- 
laife; where feveral perfoiis were folicited to 
difpatch him, but rejeded the bafe propolal. 
On this he was conduced to the caftle of Rouen, 
where king John refided. Here the unhappy 
prince was murdered, April 3d, in a manner 
not certainly known, and differently reported by 

'»o M. Paris, p. 144., 145. Annal Wayerlicn, p. 147. Ypodigma 
NeuftriaS) p. 458* 

"I M* Paris, p. 145, col« i. 
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hiftorians, though they all agree, that the horrid AJ^.no^. 
deed was perpetrated at the inftigation, if not *^^'^*^ 
by the hand, of his mod cruel uncle '^^ 

Immediately after this execrable ad, John King John 
haftened into England, carrying with him the brought 
princefs Eleanora, comnionly called The Maid ^^[j |j^ 
<f Britanny^ the fifter of the late prince Arthur ; Britanny. 
and having committed her to prifon, under NormaV-^ 
keepers, on whom he could depend, he returned ^y* 
to Normandy"'. Many of the other prifoners 
were fo cruelly treated, that they perifhed in 
their confinement, and no fewer than twenty- 
two of the noUefl: and braveft of them were 
ftarved to death in Corf cattle "^ 

No fooner were thofe cruel tran&dions pub*- John's f^ 
liflied to the worid, than John became the objed "^^^otV 
of general execration "*. The barons of Bri- invaded by 
tanny accufed him of the murder of their prince ©f^^Francc. 
before the king of France, of whom he held all 
his continental territories ;- and on his not ap. 
pearing to anfwer to that charge, he was found 
guilty of treafon and felony, and all his domi- 
nions forfeited '***• To execute this fentence Phi- 
lip put himfelf at the head of his army; and 
being joined by feveral barons of Poitou, Anjou, 
and Maine, he made great progrefs in the con- 

'" Annal. Margan, p. 13. Chron. Tt Wikcs, p. 36. Chron, 
W, HemingPord, I. s. c; 94. M* Paris, p, t45« coL i. Hen. 
Knighton, col. 1414. 

«M Chron. T. Wikes, p. s<5, »*♦ Id. ibid. , 

'>< M« Parisy p. 145. col. »• ^** Annal« de Mai|;ao, p. 13. 
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A.D.i«o3. queft of Normandy in the courfe of this cam- 

^-'^-^'-^' paign, while his infatuated rival fpent his time 

at Rouen, in a fucceflion of fleecing and rioting ; 

and at length, December 6th, he abandoned the 

continent, and embarked for England '^^ 

AJ>.ito4. After this fliameful" retreat of king John, Phi- 

ngu^^n- ^^P redoubled his eflforts to complete the reduc- 

td to Eng tion of Normandy, which he ^accomplifhed be* 

lip reduce* forc the cnd of this -fummer^. At the fame 

^1"^.^ time, and with ^qual facility, he got pofleffion 

foreign do. of the provinccs of Anjou, Poitou, and Maine,^ 

john*top. To alleviate in fome meafure the intolerable 
movtm^ ignominy of lofing fo many fidr provinces, the 
mcnt. inheritance of his anceftors, without fo much as 
attempting to preferve. them, John endeavoured 
to throw fome part of the blame upon his. Englilh 
barons, who, he pretended, had forfaken him, 
and thereby put it out of his power to defend 
liis territories ; for which he fined fome, and con- 
fifcated the . eftates of others ^. In thefe op* 
preffive meafures he was fupported by the great 
influence and authority of Hubert archbifliop of 
Canterbury in the church, and of Geoffrey Fitz« 
Peters, the chief juftidary, in the ftate ''\ He 
alfo prevailed upon a parliament, held at Oxford, 
to grant him a fcutage of two marks and a half 

*>7 Annal. de Margui, p* 13. M. Paris» pt I46« col* i, Climi* 
Tfcvite, ann. i«03. 

"' Annal. Waverlien. p. i68« Chron. Hemiilgfordy 1. ft. Co too. 
>*9 Ypodigma Neuftri»| p, 4^9. . >3o M* Parii, p. 146. col. f • 
*|( Id. Ibid. 

upoa 



Oux.W- CIVIL AND MILITARY. 



«39 



upon every knight's fee, for railing an army to A.D.tiof. 
be fent to Normandy *^% But no army was either *^^^~*-^ 
raifed or fent. 

In the fpring of this year, king John, feigning A-D.itos- 
to have formed a refolution to attempt the reco- l^erll^^ 
very of his foreign territories, fummoned all his f^^^^^uk 
barons, and other military tenants, to meet him 
at Portfmouth on Whitfunday, in order to at- 
tend him in an expedition to the continent. But 
Tvhen the army was affembled, and all things in 
readinefs, he fuffered himfelf to be perfuaded by 
the archbilhop of Canterbury to change his 
mind, and difmifs his troops. In a few weeks, 
however, changing, or pretending to change, 
his mind a fecond time, he embarked at Portf- 
mouth with a fmall retinue, and put to fea, 
July 1 5th ; but two days after returned to Stod- 
land near Wareham, where he landed, making 
this ridiculous excursion a pretence for exafting 
money from his^ military tenants for their non- 
attendance '^^ By this cpnduft, equally caprU ^ 
cious and tyrannical, he incurred flill more^^nd 
more the contempt of his enemies and the 
hatred of his fubjedts. 

John, being importuned by fome of the nobles^ a.b ito6. 
of Poitou, who ftill adhered to the Englifii in- Mn'tim. 
tereft, to come to their aififtance; and being alfo expedkKm 
encouraged to that undertaking by Guy de {PjJ.^**'^^* 
Thouars, who governed Britanny, and was be- hi«retiira 
come jealous of the increafing power of France, Und?'* 



'<* Mat.Weftmonaftcrienf. ann. 1204. 
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A.P.ifto(. feemed at laft to be rbufed from his tgnominiou^ 
^'^'^^^ indolence, and raifed an army, with which he 
entbarked at Portfmouth, June 25th, and landed 
at Rochelle, July 9th ''^^ But he did not con- 
dud this enterprize in fuch a manner as to re- 
trieve his honour, or retover any part of his do* 
minions. For though he was joined by many 
barons of Poitou and Britanny, he did little 
more than plunder the open country ; and as 
foon as the king of France approached with an 
army, he began to think of making his retreat. 
In order to accomplifli this, he propofed a per- 
fonal interview with. Philip to treat of an accom- 
modation ; to which that prince agreed. But 
John, inftead of appearing at the time and place 
appointed for the interview, made ufe of that 
opportunity of retiring with his army to Ro- 
chelle. By the mediation of the pope, and at 
the eameft intreaty of certain ecclefiaftical nego- 
tiators, a truce for two years was concluded ,at 
, Thouars, Oftober 27th; not long after which 
}ohn embarked with his army for England, and 
landed at Portfmouth December 1 2th '^*. 

'^'?*"^r The famous quarrel between king John and 
John's *^^ P^P^ about the choice of an archbifliop of 
quarrel Canterbury was now commenced, and had come 

with the ^ ' t . f 1 t 1 • 1 r ^ 

pope, to 10 great a height, that the kingdom of Eng- 
land was laid under an interdifl:, March 24th, 
and the king was threatened with excommunica- 

«34 M. PsM-is, p. 149. lis Id. ibid. Rymer Foed. t. 1. p. 141. 
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To ffuayd agaiaft the -effeSs of thefe A.p.woy, 

, , And laoSjt 

papal thunders, /which in tfaofe days of darknefe '^^v*-*.^ 
and fuperftition made the greatcft {nonai^bB 
tremble^ John demanded and obtained hoftages 
•from his chirf nobility^ as a further fecurity for 
their qbediaice and fidelity ^^\ 

William king of Scotland had long been di£- A.D.iio9. 
contented, becaufe the confideration of his J^IJoa*' 
tlaim to the noithem counties had been pot off againft 
from time to time. Jcfhn, on the other hand, andpeacr 
-was no lefs diflatisfied with that prince— for °^** 
having demoiifhed a fort near Berwick~-for 
having enftertained fugitives from England-^«nd 
for other caufes ^^^. To put an end to <!hefe 
idifputes, Jcdin marched imo the north in die 
ijpring of this year, at the head of a very power- 
fill army, and was met by William at the head 
-of his forces, on the borders of Scotland* Wlien 
the two armies lay facing each other near the 
caftle of -Norham, a treaty was ,propofed and 
xroncluded. By this treaty, which wias ra;tifie4 
(8t Northampton, Auguft 7th, WiUiam agreed 
to pay to jatin fifteen thouiand marks at four 
different terms, in coii£deratiou of oertam con- 
oefltons made to him in another charter, whidi is 
.not preferved ; and alTo to fend his two daughters 
to be educated in the oo'urt of England, but not 
19 be confidered as hoftages ^'^ 



<l6 Seecbap. xi. c^nt. 13. >}7 M. Paris, p. 15S. 

sss Chron. HemiBgford, 1. s. c. ioi« .M. Pari«» p* fju col. S4 

«3» Ryiuer Fqed» Ui, ft 1^5. 
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A.D.f»o9. After his return from this northern expedition, 
John's un. Jo^ iffued a proclamation, commanding all free- 
popuiar holders and tenants of the crown to repeat their 
mcut. homage, and renew their oaths of fealty j which' 
prevented any commotions arifing when the long- 
dreaded fentence of excommunication was pro- 
nounced againfl: him in the month of No* 
vember'^. But though the affeftion of his 
fubjefts was at this time fo neceflary to the fup- 
port of his government, this imprudent prince 
could not refrain from an unpopular and tyran- 
nical exercife of his authority. He forbid the 
two admired diverfions of hunting and hawking, 
under the fevereft penalties, and commanded aU 
the fences about the royal forefls to be thrown 
down, that his deer might have free accefs to the 
corn-fields ^\ 
A.t>.isio. In the firft four months of this year, king 

"^cdiM* " J^^^^ ^^^ keenly engaged in extorting money 
into Ire. fVom his fubje£ts, both clergy and l^ty, and 
*" • particularly from the Jews, in order, as he pre^ 
tended, to raife an army for an expedition into 
Normandy '^*. But when the army was raifed, 
inftead of dire&ing his march towards Nor- 
mandy, he pafied through Wales, and landed ia 
Ireland, June 6th. At his arrival in Dublin, 
: more than twenty of the chieftains and petty 
princes of that country waited upon him, did 
homage, and fwore fealty to him as their fove- 

»*o M. Paris, p. 159. U' Id. ibiM. 

'4& Annal. Waverlien. p. i;}* M« Paris, p. 160. 
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reign**'. During his ftay in Ireland, ^hich D^as A.D.i»io«. 

about three months, he reduced the province of 

Connaught ; drove Hugh de Lacy earl of Ulfter, 

and his brother Walter de Lacy earl of Meath, 

againft whom he had a quarrel, out of the coun- 

try; and having thus overcome all oppofition to 

his authority, he eftabliflied the £ngli(h laws in 

that ifland, and coined money of the fame de* 

nominations, weight, and finenefs, with that of 

England ^. 

After his return from his Irifli expedition, John ex- 

which was the moft fuccefsful tranfadion of his nTyVrom 
unhappy reign, he held an affembly of all the «<»• monks 
abbots, abbefles, priors, and fuperiors of re« 
ligious houfes at London; and forced them to 
pay him no lefs than one hundred thoufand 
pounds before he would allow them to depart *^^ : 
a fufficient proof of their wealth, as well as of 
his tyranny. 

The honour that John had acquired by his ex- A.D.tifi. 
pedition into Ireland, encouraged him to un- John's ex. 
dertake one this year, againd Llewellyn prince into 
of North Wales, though he was his own fon-in- w»*«*** 
law, by having married his natural daughter, 
named Jane. In his hrft attempt his army was 
reduced to great diftrefs for want of provifions, 
which obliged him to return to England. Irri« 
tated at this difappointment, he collected fuffi- 
cient quantities of viduals of all kinds, and 



«43 M. Parii, p. s6o. 
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A.D.I2II. marched back into Wales, wth fo. great an 
army, that Llewellyn, defpairing of being able 
to defend his country, fent his cofifort to her 
father to implore a peace ; which fhe obtained,^ 
on thefe conditions, that LleWellyn fhould do 
homage to John for his principality,— pay twienty 
thoufand head of cattle, and forty horfes, for the 
expences of the war, — ^and give twenty-eight 
lioftages for his future fidelity^. Returning 
triumphant from this expedition, John obliged all 
his military tenants who had not attended him in 
it, to pay a fcutage of two marks for every 
knight's fee ^^ 
A.t).iii». The fuccefs of his three expeditions into Scot- 
Difcon- land, Ireland, and Wales, contributed not a 
theEng. little tQ fupport John*s authority, and prevent 
hiliba* j^jjy commotions in England, though that king- 
dom had now been about four years under an 
interdift. He was on the beft terms with his 
neareft and moft powerful neighbour the king of 
Scotland, with whom he had an interview at 
Durham, February 2d, and whofe eldeft fon 
prince Alexander he knighted at London, 
March 4th '^'. But notwithftanding this toter* 
nal tranquillity, and all thefe fair appearances, 
many of the Englifh barons were fecretly difaf- 
fefled, and waited only for a favourable oppor- 
tunity to revenge the injuries they had fuffered 
from the avarice, luft, and cruelty of their 

«♦« Powel Hift. Wale«. p. 164, M. Paris, p. i6o. 
• ^47 M. Paris, p. 160. «♦' Id., p. i6f . * 
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fovereign. . Such an opportunity was foon pre- A.d.i«i«. 
fented. 

The pope finding that the interdift and ex- John de- 
communication had not produced the defired ef- tire pope, 
fe&, proceeded to greater extretnities, pro- J"^^'I 
nounced a formal fentence of depofition againft many of 
John, abfolved all his fubjeds from their oath^ jons. " . 
of fealty, and invited the king of France, and 
all other Chriftian princes and people, to join iq 
a croifade for putting that fentence in execu- 
tion ^. Llewellyn prince of Wales was the firft 
who took the field to execute this papal decree^ 
^d falling with an army into the Englifli 
marches, deftroyed the country with fire and 
fword. Enraged at thefe cruelties, John raifed 
a great army ; and threatening the total extirpa- 
tion of the Welfli, marched to Nottingham, 
where he commanded the twenty-eight young 
gentlemen who had been given as hoilages for 
the late peace, to be hanged ^5**. At this place 
he received the firft hints of the defigns thajt 
were fecretly forming againft him by his barons, 
in letters from the king of Scotland, which were 
confirmed by fimilar intimations fent him by his 
daughter the princefs of Wales. Alarmed at 
this intelligence, and hot knowing whom to fu£* 
pefl; or whom to . truft, he fhut himfelf up in 
the caftle of Nottingham, for fifteen days ; when 
lecQvering a little from bis firft furprife, he 

'49 Anna1..WaverIi«o* p, 174. M* Pariit p* t6%9 Mat. WeA« 
monaAerie^f. a^Hk X2i%, '^^ M* Paiie, p. 161. 
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A.D.i»i». marched forward to Chefter. But here, recdv- 
ing accounts from feveral quarters, that the plots 
againft him were lipe for execution, and that if 
he proceeded any further, he would dther be af- 
iaflinated or delivered to the enemy, he dif- 
snifled his army^ and haftened back to London, 
to take meafures for his prefervation. Some of 
the confpirators, as Euftace de Vefd, and Ro- 
bert Fitz- Walter, fled out of the kingdom; 
others were imprifoned on fufpidon; and the 
reft gave their fons and neareft relations as hot- 
Cages for their fidelity '*\ Still further to guard 
againft 'the dreaded danger, he feldom appeared 
in public, and kept certain companies of foreign 
mercenaries conftantly about his perfon '^\ Con- 
ferences were held towards the end of this year 
with Pandulph and Durand, the pope's agents, 
in order to an accommodation with the court of 
Rome; but John being not yet fufficiently 
humbled to fubmit to the ignominious yoke 
they intended to wreath about his neck, thefe 
conferences broke off without effed '*^ 

A.D.11X3. The effefts of the fentence of depofition that 

^omTo' ^^^ ^^^^ pronounced by the pope againft the 

France for king of England, now began to appear in a 

Eogfanl very formidable light. The king of France had 

fpent the greateft part of laft year in preparing 

a fleet and army for executing that fentence, by 

invading England, dethroning John, and feating 

»«i M. Pirii, p. i6i. Chron. Triveti, ann. i»ia, 

»•» Annal. Waveriieii* p, 173, 'Sl Id, (u 174, 175. 
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himfelf in his room. All things being in readi- a.d.i«i3. 
nefs, the French' army was appoiriteH to ren- 
dezvous at Rouen, April 21ft, and from jthenqe 
to march to Boulogne, where a fleet of feven* 
teen hundred ihips was prepared for their re- 
ception'^*. 

John was not wanting to himfelf on this oc- J^'^n^P"^ 

•* * o . paration» 

cafion ; but made every poffible preparation for for op- 
a. brave defence. On March 3d, he fent pre^ mvadws/ 
cepts to the bailiffs of all the fea-ports of Eng- 
land commanding them to take an exad lift of 
all the (hips in thofe ports capable of carrying fix , 
horfes or upwards, and tp order the mafters of 
thefe (hips to have them at Portfmouth on or be* 
fore the 24th of that month ^". About the fame 
time he fent fimilar precepts to the (heriffs, com^ 
manding them* to funimon all the earls, barons, 
knights, military tenants, or others who had or 
ought to have arms, in their refpe£Uve counties, 
to appear at Dover, April 21ft, for the defence 
of the kingdom, of the king's life, and of their 
own lives '*^ In obedience to this fummons, 
fuch prodigious multitudes crowded to the ren- 
dezvous, that a fcarcity of provifions followed, 
and obliged the king to difmifs all who were im- 
perfectly armed ; after which no fewer than fixity 
thoufand brave and well-appointed troops re- 
mained '^\ 

W M Paris, p. 161. ■" Id. ibid. 
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A.D*tsi3- /When the kings of France and Engkmd were 
^'^ thus ftationed on the oppofite fhores, at the head 
' conciUd to ol all their forces, ready to determine the fate of 
aiTd^e^' this mighty kingdom, Pandulph, the pope's le- 
vXl!*^" gate, fent two knights templars to John to pre 
pofjs a private conference. The propofal was ac« 
c^pted; and the legate, in an interview ^th 
John at Dover, painted the power of Philip in 
fuch ftrong colours, and gave him fuch con- 
vincing evidence of the general difaflPeftion of 
his own notnlity, that he was overwhelmed with 
difmay, and declared himfelf ready to fubmit to 
any terms for his prrfervatioa from impending 
rain. The artful agent of Rome having brought 
the wretched prince to this pointy produced the 
conditions on which the pope was willing to relax 
^ him from the cenfures, and receive him into the 
proteftion, of the church j which were imm^ 
diately fubfcribed, May 13th, by him and his, 
greateft barons. By this agreement John en- 
gaged to recrive Stephen Langton, the arch- 
biftiop appointed by the pope, with all the. W- 
fliops and clergy who had adhered to him, into 
favour, and to repair all the damages they had 
fuftained, in the courfe of this long and violent 
quarrel, on the performance of which the in- 
terdia yiras to be taken ofF*^^. To give a mort 
efFeftual check to the king of France (of whofe 
power the pope began to be afraid), and to bring 

59 f'hron. N, Trivcti, ann. 1x13. Annal. Waverlicn. p. 177. 
M. Parisy p. 164. 
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the thunders of the church to point dircftly upon AJ).t»ii, 
him if he prefumed to proceed in his enterprife 
againft England, it wa$ contrived, moft probably 
by Pasdulph, that John ihould refign his king-. 
doms of England and Ireland into the hands of 
his holinefs, and agree to hold them of him ; 
paying a tribute of feven hundred marks a-year 
for the former, and three hundred marks for the 
latter: and this ignominious ceremony tras ac<» 
tually performed at Dover, May i5th'^*, 

Pimdulph having thus effe^ually accompliflied Tbepapti 
his defigns in England, and acquired the fove- commra^ 
mgnty of two kingdoms to the church of Rome, ^^^^^J[f 
returned to France, and commanded PhiUp, in defiftfrom 
the pope's nam*, to defift from attempting any edViTv^oa 
thing againft the king of England, who was be- of£ng« 
come the vaflal of the holy fee. To this info- 
l^it command that monarch, after fome angry 
hut vain expoftulations, thought it prudent to 
yield obedience "^^ In this manner, in thofe 
days of darknefs and fuperilition, did an old 
infirm prieft, fitting in his chamber l&t Rome, 
regulate all the motions of the* moft powerful 
princes as he pleafed ! 

The king of France being thus obliged to Engage- 
abandon his intended invafion of England, turned tv^een the 
hit arms againft Ferrand earl of Flanders, who, ^l^f^^ 
with fome other princes. on the continent, had French 
entered into an alliance with king John, to form ^ ** 



'^9 M. Paris, p. 165. Knighton, 1. ii» c. ij, €01.1419. 
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A.D.1113. a balance againft the increafing power of Philip'^'. 
The French army being very great, took feveral 
of the ftrongeft towns of Flanders in .a little time, 
and threatened the conqueft of the whole country* 
, In this extremity, Ferrand implored ~the affift- 

ance of all his allies, and particularly of the king 
of England ; who commanded his fleet, confift- 
ing of five hundred fhips, tirhich had been, col- 
led:ed for the defence of the kingdom agai9ft the 
expeded invafion, to fail from Portfrnouth, and 
attack the French fleet on the coaft of Flanders. 
Thefe two great fleets (that of France being ftiU 
more numerous than the other) met off the port 
of Dam, where they immediately engaged^ and 
the Englifh obtained ^ complete vidory, taking 
three hundred vefiels loaded with proviiions, &c. 
deftroying one hundred, and difperfing all the 
reft '^\ Philip was fo much confounded at the news 
of this great difafter, by which he and his nobility 
had loft their moft valuable eflfe&s, that he retired 
with his army into his own dominions, and gave 
orders to bum fuch of his fliips as were in danger 
of falling into the hands of the Englifli. 
john*sin. John, as much elated as his rival was dejeded 
pcdition* by this eyent, formed the fcheme of an expedi- 
inroNor- ^on to the continent for the recovery of hii 

mandy , . •« . 

prevented foreign territories ; which, if it had been exe- 

»*»i»year. cuted with fpirit, could hardly have fkiled of 

fuccefs. But when this delign was communi- 

■*' RjrmerFced. I. i. pti57« 160; x6i« 

>6> M. Paris, p. i66* Mezeray, Yol. 1. p. 6%%» 
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cated to the nobility, who were in general ^* A.0.Yst}. 
zSe&edy they refufed to engage in it, alle^ng '^^'^*^' 
that the time of their fervice was expired, and 
that their provUtens were exhaufted**^ Though 
John ^was much enraged at this refufal, not hav- 
ing it in his power to compel them by force, he 
^ed to bring them by a ftratagem to engage in 
this expeditioA. With this view he embarked 
with his houfdiold troops, and failed from Portf- 
mouth to Jerfey, hoping that his barons would 
follow him with their forces. But, inftead of 
this, they feparated, and retired to their refpec- 
tive countries: of which Jdin being infdrmed, 
he returned to England more enraged than ever. 
Having colleded a confiderable army, chiefly of 
mercenaries, he direded his march towards the 
north, with a refoliition to chaftife fome of the 
harons in thofe parts, who were the chief objeds 
of his refentment. But when he had proceeded 
as far as Nottingham, he was overtaken by arch- 
biihop Langton, who threatened him and all his 
followers with the terrible fentence of exccmi« 
munication, if he profecuted' his revenge any 
further ; which obliged him tp defift '^. 

Though John had been thus conftrained to A.D.itu. 
delay his expedition to the continent, he had by l^*^ * ."1' 
no means abandoned the defign ; in which he was expedition 
encouraged by his allies, the eark of Flanders, Jfi"''"' 
Boulogne, Thouloufe, and Auvergne. All thefe 
princes came over to England in January this 

*o> M. Parif, p. i66. .*'« Id. p. tif. 

year. 
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A.D.iftfl4* yev, and formed a plan for inrading France oa 
'^'^'^'^" both fides at the fame time ; on the fide of Flan- 
ders, by Otho emperor of Germany, the eark 
of Flanders and Boulogne, airifi:ed by fome Eng- 
liih troops; on the other fide by king John, 
in conjunction with the earU of Thouloufe, 
Auvergne, and his other confederates in thofe 
parts ^\ To execute his part of this plan, king 
John embarked with an ^rmy at Portfmoutl^ 
February ^d^ landed at Rochelle February 15th; 
^nd being joined by his allies, took feveral towns 
in Poitou and Anjou '^. His other allies invaded 
]Prance on the other fide, at the fame time, with 
an army of one hundred and fifty thoufsmd men* 
]^t this great army was defeated at BovineSi 
July a7th: the earls of Flanders, Holland, Bou- 
logne, and Saliibury, with about one hundred 
and forty other earls and barons, were taken 
prifoners ; and the emperor Otho made his efcape 
with much difficulty **^ On receiving the news 
0f this difafter, and of the approach of Loui$ 
prince of France with an army, John retired with 
great precipitation, abandoned all his conqueftsi 
and returned to England, Odober 19th, having 
concluded a five years truce with king Philip '*". 
A.D.1S15. The fcbemes that had been forming for fome 
betweeh '^ tuoe pait among the Engliih barons, for recover* 

■^J M.Paris, p. 17*. 

'*• Id. p. 17s, 173. RymerjFoed. f. i. p. 189. 

■•T €hron..Mailiot, p. %^j. M, PttftS, p. 174, 175. 

f^* Rymer Fotd, p« 191. 
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ing and fccuriftg th^ir liberties, heiag now AJJitij. 
become r^ fcfr execution, a great nUtttber of King job* 
thefe barons," attended by thdr foHowere ih ;»^ ^>» 
arms, waited upon the king, at London, Jaihl*ry 
6th, and demanded a confft-mation of the Uberden 
that had been granted to thdr anceftors bjr 
Henry I. in his charter, a copy of which thejf^ 
produced '•^, After fome altercation, the idng 
promifed to return an anfwer to this demand 
at the end of Eafter next *, ^md the ^rchbtfliop of 
Canterbury, with the bHhop of Ely and the 
terl of Pembroke, becoming fiireties for his 
performing this promife^ the barons were £uSsfied, 
Bud retired. John refohring in his ovm tmoA 
not to gndlt the demands of his barom^ etnployed 
various iarts to fectire hirtfelf from the <ffe^ -df 
xhtk refehtment^ With this ^ew he cQmmai'ikdidd 
all his fubjefts to renew their o&ths of feahy ;-^ 
grtnlted to all cathedrals, monafterres) ind con- 
ventual focietieS) ihe right of ele&ing their fupe- 
riors j— took the crofs for the rfecorery ctf the 
' Holy Laild ;-*^nd' fent dmbaSadors to his £bve- 
reign lord thct pope to accufe Ms barons df . 
rebeiKon, and folieit the thundei^ of the tihuhii 
againft them*'**. By thefe -ft^s, the tansits 
'bmag convinced that no^ng co«id ^ dbtaincxi 
wiAt)u1| 'a ftrfficient fpavfrdt to enforce ifa«r 
^ dettiands, afTembled at Statftford in £afkr Wfeek, 
with all their followers, who conftitutid a for- 
midable aiTriy, and marched, April 2l;;^th, to 

^ ^ M. Parif, p, 17$, '^^ Id. ibid, Ryro^r F«d. p. 197- 

Bra«ley^ 
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A.D.f4t5. Bracley, about fifteen miles from Oxfood, where 
the king then refijded'^'. On the approach of 
the barons, John fent the archbiihop of Canter- 
bury and the earl of Pembroke, to a(k what 
were the liberties and privileges that they deiired. 
To thefe ambafiadors the barons delivered a 
fchedule, containing the heads of their demands ; 
which being prefented to the king, he rejected 
them with indignation, declaring, that be never 
would grant fuch liberties to his fubjeds as would 
make himfelf a ilave'^\ On receiving this 
anfwer, the barons, without paying any regard 
to the pope's letters, threatening them with 
excommunication, broke out into open war, and 
invefted the caftle of Northampton, . which they 
could not take for want of battering engines '^^ 
But they were more fuccefsful in their next 
attempts. For after they had taken the caftle of 
Bedford, having received an invitation from the 
chief citizens of London, they marched thither, 
and took pofleffion of that capital. May 24th '^\ 
King John iTie king, who had retired from Oxford to 
graitchar. Odeham, finding himfelf abandoned almoft by 
^''* all the world, fent the earl of Peijoibroke to the 

infurgents at London, to propofe a conference 
in order to an accommodation. This conference 
was accordingly held in a large meadow between 
Windfof and Stanes, where, on Friday, June 
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19th, the famous charter^ called Magna Chartdj A.D.tsi;. 
or^ The Great Charter^ was granted by king '^~^ 
John'^*. To fecure the poffeffion of thofe in^ . 
eflimable privileges granted by this charter, the 
palladium of Englifli liberty, many precautions 
were taken by the barons, and, in particular, 
twentyi^five of their own number were appointed 
to be confervators of the charter, and inveited 
with the mod extenfive powers for that pur* 
pofe *'•• 

After king John had granted this charter, he John's dif- 
became fulien, melancholy, and dejeded; and hTsg^inu 
retiring with a few confidents to the Ifle of Wight, '"S ^\ 
he began to form fchemes for recovering the pre- rer, and 
rogatives which he had relinquiflied. With this ^'^-^Z^l^ 
view he. difpatched orders to all the commanders wcaiuog 
of his caftles, to repair their fortifications, and 
fiimiih them with provifions. He fent agents 
to the continent, to coUedt an army of Br^ban- 
tines and other mercenaries, and bring them 
into England \ — and by anxbaflfadors, he again 
applied to the pope for his proteQion and aflift- 
ance'^^ While thefe emiflaries were executing 
their commiffions, John lived for three months 
in the greateft obfcurity in the Ifle of Wight, . 
converfing only with the failors of the Cinque 
ports, whofe affe£Uons he thereby gained. 

The king's** ambafladors met with a mofl Thepopt 
fisLvourable recepdon at the court of Rome j and j^c*^ T'l* 

*^' Ut Judge Bltckfione't ^aw-tn^tf toLi* introduc. See 
chap. 3. 

?»• M. PaiU, p. iSi. «" W- P- ««3i ««♦• 
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A.D.tti^ having read fome of the moft offenfive articles of 
charter, ^^6 great Charter to the pope, his holinefs knk 
»nd ex- Jug brows, and fwore by St Peter, *' that he 
cates the ^^ would not fufFer a king ivho bore the fign of 
teront. u ^^e crofs, and was a vaflal of the Holy Sec, 
•* to be treated in that manner with impunity "*.*' 
To execute thefe threats, he iflued one bull^ 
Auguft 24th, annulling the great charter, as 
extorted by force ; and another, .not long after, 
denouncing excommunication againft the barons 
wd all their favourers *'•. 
Tohntaket About the time that thefe bulls w'ene brought 
caftie. to England, John received a more effectual fuc- 
tour, by the landing of a great army of Brabaa- 
tines, and other mercenaries, at Dover; which 
^encouraged him to emerge from his obfcurity, 
and inveft the caftle of Rochefter. This was a 
dreadful blow upon the barons, who had been 
lulled afleep by the king's retirement, and the 
contempt in which they held him. The caftle, 
however, was bravely defended by a ganifon of 
one hundred and forty knights, with their fol- 
lowers, under the command of William de Albe- 
ney. But at the end of two months, their provi- 
fions being exhaufted, they were obliged to fur- 
render at difcretion, November 30th "°. 
A.D.ifti6. In the beginning of this year, idng John's 
9^\ affjurs were in a very flourifhing fituation. Hav- 
tiie'^iiar, ing divided his forces^ which were very numerous, 

« 

' >7' M. Paris, p. 184. . i79,Rytiier Feed, 1 1. p. 104, sos* sot* 
»•« M*Panf» p.xSy. 

into 
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into two armies, he left one of- them- under the a.D.i»i6. 
command of the earl of Salifbury near London, 
and marched with the other into the north. The 
firft of thcfe armies greatly ftraitened the metro- 
polis, and took feveral towns and caftles in its 
neighbourhood ; and the fecond ftruck fuch terror 
as It advanced northward, that the confederated 
barons of Yorkfliire and Northumberland aban- 
doned their country and fled into Scotland'". 
John, as ufual, made a cruel ufe of his fuperiority, 
defolating the open country with fire and fword, 
and burning all the towns that fell into, his hands, 
particularly Morpeth, Alnwick, Berwick, Rox- 
burgh, Dunbar, and Haddington, whigh were 
all reduced to afhes, in the month of January 
this year*^*. About the fame time, the pope's 
bull, excommdnicating ^11 the confederated barons 
by name, and laying their lands under an interdift, 
was publiflied in all parts of England except 
London '^^ 

The barons being thus reduced to the very The 
brink of ruin, and knowing too well the cruel <^ffe^"he 
unrelenting difpofition of their prince to think of ^'^^'''^ <>f 

1 . t • r 1 ./Y- r 1 » 1 England 

makmg their lubmimon, lent their general, to Louis 
Robert Fitz-Walter, and Saker earl of Winton, f^^^^^f 
to Philip king of France, to make an offer of the 
throne of England to prince Louis, his eldefl fon. 
A dangerous ftep! to which nothing could have 
driven them but defpairj which, a contemporary 

**i Chron. Mailro«, p. 190. M. Paris, p. 190. 

••* Id. p. 191, CbroQ* Mjiilroty p. 190* «'> M. Paris, p. 191. 

VquY. S. hiftorian 
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A.D.tiT6. hiftorian tells us, was fo great, that they curfed 
'~^'^^ both the king and the pope, in the bitternefs of 
their fouls **^ Their fplendid offer was joyfully 
accepted by Philip and his fon, who fent them an 
immediate reinforcement of feven thoufand men, 
and prepared to bring them in perfon a more effec- 
tual relief "'^ 
Piinifc Thefe preparations were carried on with fo 

hnd*/with "^^ch vigour, that prince Louis arrived with a 
his army, fleet of fix hundred fhips, at the ifle of Thanet, 
chcftcr/' and landed his army at Sandwich, May 23d, 
«nd enters -^^^qthout oppofition"^ Having taken the caftle of 
• Rochefter in his march. May 30th, he entered 
London, June 2d, in a kind of triumph, amidft 
the loudeft acclamations of the citizens, the 
barons, and their followers, who did homage to 
him as their fovereign, and received his promife, 
upon oath, that he would reftore them to all their 
pofieiGons, and proteft them in all their privi* 
leges '^ 
King John The ftate of things was now entirely changed, 
i"i(^eft ^ : ^^^ ^^S John, who a few months before was on 
the point of overwhelming all his « enemies, was 
obliged to retire from place to place, being 
abandoned by feyeral of his barons, and many of 
his mercenaries. The pope was ftill his fteady 
friend, and by the hands of Gualo, his legate in 
England, difcharged all the artillery, of the church 
againit his adverfaries. But thefe, being unfup^ 

*'4 M. Paris, p. 193. «'5 Radu1f« Niger, pt 144* 

!«« M. Paris, p. i9S* !»7 Id. ibid. 

6 J)orted 



Ch. h^4- CIVIL AND MILITARY; 259 

)>orted by a military force, did little execu- A.D.i»r(j. 
tibn. V— -V— -i^ 

After printe Louis had received the homage of P"nc« 
the Londoners and the barons of his party, . he fieges Dol 
took the field, and in a few months reduced all y^*^"^'* 

m vain* 

the fouth of England to his obedience, except 
the caftle of Dover. It was before this cafUe^ 
which he invefted July 22d, that the prince met 
Unth an obftacle, that put a ftop to the current 
of his profperity* The brave Hubert de Burgh, 
at the head of one hundred and forty knights^ 
befides a great number of gentlemen and common 
foldiers, defended it with fo much fkill and 
valour, that many of the befiegers were flain, 
and all their attacks repulfed, though they 
employed againft it the moft famous battering 
engine then in the world, called Evil-neighbour ^\ 
This obflinate refiftance fo irritated prince Loui;, 
that he fwore a folenm oath. That he would not 
raife the liege till he had taken the caftle, and 
hanged all the garrifon''^ An oath which he was 
never able to perform, and which probably loft him 
the crown of England, 

While prince Louis was wafting his time and Opera- 
ftrength to no purpofe before the caftle of' Dover, vrar, and 
kmg John, having recruited his army, broke ^f^***j°f 
into the counties of Suffolk and Norfolk, and 
committed dreadful devaftations on- the eftates of 
the revolted barons. Some of thofe barons alfo 
began to difcover their error in inviting one to be 

««« M. Parif, p. 19S. "«9 lU. Ibid/ 

S 2 - their 
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A.6.iai6. their proteftor, who might become their con- 
queror; and Louis had given fuch plain indica- 
tions of his partiality to his own cQuntrymen, 
and averfion to the Englifli, that the earl of 
Saliibury, William Marefchal, Walter Beau- 
champ, and feveral others, abandoned his party. 
BjLit king John did not live to enjoy this returning 
dawn of good fortune. For having marched 
from Lyne- Regis in Norfolk, over the fands 
into Lincolnfhire, at an improper time, the rear 
of his army was overtaken by the flowing tide, 
and fell into certain quickfands in which he lofl: 
all his carriages, containing his regalia, money, 
provifions, and baggage of all kinds. This dif- 
after, added to many other caufes of chagrin, 
threw him into a fever, which increafed fo faft, 
that it was with great difficulty he reached Newark 
upon Trent ; where he died, Oftober 1 9th, in 
the forty-ninth year of his age, and the feven- 
teenth of his reign. In his Tafl: moments he is 
faid to have received letters from forty of the 
revolted barons, declaring their refolution to 
return to his obedience, which fthough they 
came too late to afford him any comfort) produced 
a revolution favourable to his family, which will 
be related in the beginning of the fourth book of 
this work '^. 

Charaacr , The odious charafter that hath been given of 
ji".^ king John by all our ancient hiftorians, is but 

^V> M. Paris, p. 198, 199, Chron. Triveti, ann. I2i6« Hen, 
Knyghton, col, 2425. Annal. Waver Hen. p. i8»« 

3 too 
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too well fiipported by the particulars of his A.D.i*i6. 
hiftory. From thence it appears, — that he was 
an unnatural fon, having confpired againft a moft 
indulgent father ; — an unkind brother, having 
attempted the ruin of king Richard, who had 
loaded him with favours; — a cruel uncle, having 
murdered his nephew . prince Arthur, and kept 
his niece the princefs Eleanora in . perpetual 
imprifcnment; — a jealous and unfaithful hufband, 
having repudiated one wife, and imprifoned 
another, and violated his faith to both by innu- 
merable adulteries. He difcovered his Crontempt 
of religion, — by his wanton violation of the moft 
folemn oaths,— ^liis horrid habitilal fwearing,— 
and his infipid farcafms on lacred things. The 
public charafter of this prince was, if poffible, 
more deteftabic than his private ; and if he was 
a bad man, he was a worfe king ; having fuffered 
himfelf to be ftript of his foreign dominions 
without a ftruggle, and fubjefted his kingdom to 
the ignominious yoke of Rome. In his admini- 
ftration he paid no regard to juftice, law, or 
jnercy ; but acted the part of a luftful, rapacious, 
and bloody tyrant, fpbrting with the honours, 
the fortunes, and lives of his unhappy fubjeSs. 
His tyranny was produdive of many miferies, 
to himfelf, his family, and his people; and yet, 
fuch is the wifdom and goodnefs of Divine Pro- 
vidence ! it became the occafion of many bleffings. 
to pofterity. For his intolerable oppreffions 
drove his barons into the field, and procured 
them the Great Charter, which perhaps they 

S 3 would 
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A.D.1116, would not have afked from a better, nor obtained 
from a braver prince. 

Hisiffuc. iKing John, befides many natural children, left 
two legitimate fons, and three daughters ; viz. 
Henry, born Oaober ift, A. D. 1207 ; Richard, 
born January '6th, A.D. 1209; Jane, married to 
Alexander king of Scotland; Eleanor, married firft 
to the earl of Pembroke, and afterwards to the 
famous earl of Leicefter ; and Ifabella, married to 
the emperor Frederic II. 

Hiftoryof David ap Owen fuccccded his father Owen 
^*^^*' Gwyneth in the government of North Wales, 
A.D. 1169, to the e:s:clufion of Lhewelyn, his 
cldeft brother's fon, and kept poffeffion of it to 
A. D. II 94. He was then difpoffeffed by princes 
Lhewelyn ; and being defeated in feveral attempts 
he made to recover what he had loft, he died, it 
is faid, of a broken heart A.D. 1204. From 
that time Lhewelyn defended his dominions with 
fo much valour^ and governed them with fo 
much wifdom, to his death, A. D. 1 240, that 
he was much honoured and loved by the WeHh, 
who gave him the pompous title of The Great ^^\ 
To relate the almoft innumerable quarrels of the 
Welfh among themfelves, and with the Englifti 
upon their borders, in this period, would take 
up much room, and could afford little inft ruc- 
tion or entertainment. It is fufficient to fay, 
that they were the fame brave and warlike people 

191 PowersHiAoryofWaleSi p.927— »299* 

they 
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they had ever been ; and as they were under the AS>^t%i$. 
dire£Uon of many petty chieftains, and had a moft '"^'""^' 
invincible antipathy to their neareft neighbours, they 
were almoft conftantly engaged in war againft one 
another, or againft the Englifh. 

William the Lion, king of Scoland, reigned Hiftoiyef 
almoft half a century, and was the contemporary fn ^he"** 
of three kines of England. In the fqrmer part of r?,?".®^ 

• 1 r r n Williani 

his reign he was fo unfortunate as- to be taken the Lion, 
prifoner (as hath been already related), and 
obliged to facrifice the independency of his 
kingdom to recover the freedom of his perfon. 
In the prefeilt period he was more profperous. 
For Richard I. before his departure for the Holy 
Land, in order to gain the friendilup of the 
king and people of Scotland, that they might 
not difturb the peace of his dominions in his 
abfence, and in order to procure a fum of money, 
of which he ftood in need, agreed to reftore 
William and his kingdom to their former inde* 
pendency. This was accordingly done at Can« 
terbury, 5th December, A. D. 1189, by a 
charter, in which he reftores the caftles of Bcf* 
wick and Roxburgh, l-elinquiih^s all obligatioiis 
that his father H^ry had extorted from William 
in his captivity; releafes the people of Scotland 
from the oaths of homage they had taken to 
Henry, and gives up all charters containing thefe 
obligations and oaths '^*i Fol* this valuable 
(barter William paid to Richard ten thoufand 

19* Rymcr Foedera, val. t. p. C^ 
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A^.m^. marks, equal in quantity of filver to about 
twenty thoufand pounds of our money at prefent, 
and in efficacy to one hundred thoufand pounds 
at leaft''^ This geherous conceffion of Richard 
feems to have gained the hearts of the king and 
people of Scotland, who could not be prevsdied 
upon to join with the king of France and prince 
John in their fchemes againft that unfortunate 
prince in his diftrefs, but, on the contrary, con- 
tributed a confiderable fum of money towards his 
ranfom''^^ William vifited Richard on his 

•return to England after his captivity, aflifted at 
his fecond coronation, obtained a charter, re* 
gulating the entertainment of the kings of Scot- 
land in their joumies to and from the court of 
England ; but could not obtain the reftitution of 
the northern counties '^^ 

The internal tr^ncjuillity of Scotland was dif- 
turbed in the years 1196 and iig^, by fome in- 
furreSions in paithnefs and Sutherland ; but 
they were foon fuppreffed, and their authors 

• punifhed ''^. Several fchemes had been propofed 
for fettling the fucceffion of the crown in cafe the 
king, who was now old, (hould happen to ^(^ 
without male iffue ; but queen Ermangard was 
delivered of a fon, who was named Alexander, 
A. D. 1 198, which put an end to all thefe 

>9< Benedict. Abbas, p. 576. 1 

194 Chron. de M^iiros, ad ann* 1193. 

^95 Hovcden. Annal. p. 420, &c. Rymcr Foedcra^ torn. i. p. %f. 

'9^ Chron* I4%ilr08> p^ xSo, iSi« 

fchemesy 






Ch. i.§4- CIVIL AND MILITARY. 265 



fchemes, to the great joy both of the king and A.D.i^i6. 
his fubjeas ''\ 

After the acceffion of king John to the crown . 
of England, William did homage to him at Lin- 
coln, 22d November, A. D. 1200, for his lands 
in England, with a faving of the rights of his 
crown '^^ He then demanded, as he had often 
done before, the reftitution of the counties of 
Cumberland, Northumberland, and Weftmor* 
land ; but, at John's earneft requeft, allowed 
hin^ till Whitfunday after to, give his anfwer to 
this demand ; which he delayed ftill longer to 
give, on various pretences'^. John's repeated 
delays to return a direft anfwer to the demand of 
the northern counties, and his ereding a caftle 
oppofite to Berwick, in which he was- interrupted 
by William, increafed the mifunderftanding be- 
tween the two monarchs, and threatened a war. 
To prevent this, John and William held a con- 
ference at Norham, A. D. 1204; but feparated 
without any pofitive agreement *°°. Wh^n things 
had continued fome years in this unfettled ftate, 
an open rupture took place, and both kings 
appeared at the head of their armies on the bor- 
ders, A. D, 120,9, feemingly refolved to deter- 
mine all their difputes by the fword, which they 
bad long laboured in vain to fettle by negotiar 
tion. But a battle was prevented by the inter- 
pofition of th^ nobles of both nations, the armies 

^91 Chron. Mailros, p. 180, tSr. 

''' R. Hoveden. ad ann. laoo^p. 461, col» »• '99 Id* ibid* 
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* 

A.P*isi6. were di{banded, and a conference appointed to 
be held between the two kings at NewcaiUe* 
The king of Scotland being fuddenly taken ill 
at the beginning of the coi^erence, nothing was 
concluded but a fhort truce ; at the expiration 
of which both kings coUe&ed their forces, and 
marched again to the borders"^*. The nobles 
interpoled a fecond time, and procured a meet* 
ing between their fovereigns at Norham; in 
which a treaty of peace was concluded on condi* 
tipns that are not very well known, becaufe the 
charter in which they were contained hath never 
been publifhed, and is probably deftroyed. All 
we know with certainty is,— that the king of 
Scotland bound himfelf to pay to John, 15,000 
marks in two years, by four equal payments, to 
gain his good will, and to fulfil the conventions 
contained in a charter confirmed by both kings j 
•—that he gave hoftages to fecure the payment of 
that money ; — and that he put his two daughters 
into the hands of the king of England *°\ The 
only queftion is. What were the conditions con- 
tained in that charter, for which fo great a fum 
of money was paid, and the princefles were 
delivered? An Englifli parliament, about thirty 
years after this, declared, that the conditions 
were,-^That the two princefles (hould be mar- 
ried to king John's two fons ; and that the 
money, together with a renunciation of his claim 
to the Northern counties, was given by William 

»o« Fordun, 1. 8. c. 69^ *«* Rynaer Fcjedcia, t, i. c. J55. 

as 
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as their marriage-portion"*'. This is further A.D,i»i6. 
confirmed by the claim to the northern counties 
being renewed by king Alexander, the fon and 
fucceffor of William, and the repayment of the 
15,000 marks demanded, becaufe the ftipulations 
contained in that charter had hot been per- 
formed *°\ William the Lion, after a lingering 
illnefs, died at Stirling, 6th December, A* D* 
12 14, in the feventy-fecond year, of his age, and 
forty-ninth of his reign *°^ 

Alexander II. the only legitimate fon of Wil- Aiexan. 
liam, fucceeded his father in the throne of Scot- 
land, and was crowned at Scone, 20th Decern^ 
ber, A. D. 12 14, being then in the feventeemh 
year of his age*"*. This young prince efpoufed 
the caufe of the Engliih barons againd king 
John, becaufe thefe barons engaged to furrender 
to him the northern counties, which had long 
been the great objed of the ambitipn of the kings - 
of Scotland. To fulfil his engagements with his 
allies, he raifed an army, marched into Northum- 
berland, and received the homage of the barons 
of that county, at Felton, i8th Oftober A. D* 
1 2 1 5 "^^ King John, being now at the head of a 
powerful army of mercenaries, directed his march 
northward, deftroying the eftates of the confe- 
derated barons of Yorkfhire; who retired into 
Scotland, and did homage to Alexander at the 

■ 

*oi Additamenta M. Partfienfis, p. 99. col. i. 

»o4 Rymer Foed. t. i. p. 37$* col. z. 

*o5 Chion. Mailros, p. 186. *♦« Id, ibid. 

••7 Id. p. 189. 
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A.D.I115. abbey of Melrofs, 15th January A. D. 12 16"*. 
But nothing could flop the progrefs of John and 
his mercenaries, who, in their march, burnt 
the towns of Morpeth, Alnwick, Wark, and 
Bokefborough, and having taken Berwick, per- 
petrated the mod horrid cruelties on the inhabit- 
ants. Advancing into Scotland, they burnt the 
towns of Dunbar and Haddington, and in their 
return the abbey of Coldingham and the town of 
Berwick ; John declaring, that he was deter- 
mined to fmoke the little Red Fox (fo he called 
Alexander) out of his hole **^. King John being 
obliged to return into the fouth, to oppofe an 
expefted invafion from France, under prince 
Louis, Alexander invaded Cumberland in the 
month of February ; and fome of the Scots in his 
army, by whom the hiftorians of thofe times 
mean the people of the highlands, robbed the 
abbey of Hbln^cultram ; but in their way home 
with their booty, about two thoufand of them 
were drowned in the river Eden"^ Alexander 
invaded Cumberland a fccond time, in the month 
of July, with all his army, except the Scots, i. e. 
the highlanders, and, in Auguft, he took the 
city, but not the caftle of Cariifle"'. From 
thence he marched with his army quite through 
England, plundering the eftates of thofe barons 
who adhered to John ; and arriving at Dover, 
where Louis was befieging the caftle, he did 

*°^ Chron. Mailros, p. 190. 

*®9 Id, ibid. M. Paris ad ann, laij, i»i6, p. i^i. 

**• Chi on, Mailros, p, 190. »" Id. p. 191* 

homage 
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homage to that prince for all his lands In Eng- A.D.mfi. 
land, and particularly for the counties of Nor- 
thumberland, Cumberland, and Weftmorland, 
which were granted to him by charter *". On his 
return home he met with fome obftrudlion in pafT- 
ing the Trent, from the army of king John ; 
from which he was relieved by the death of that 
prince at Newark, 19th O Sober 1216. 



*'* RymerFced. tom.ft. p. 217. 
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BOOK III. 

CHAP. 11. 

Hifiory (f Religion in Great Britain^ from the land* 
ing of William duke of Normandy^ A. D. 1 066, 
to the death of king Jobny A. D. 12 16. 

SECTION L 
Hi/iory of Religion^ from A. D. 1066, to A. D. xioo. 

'TpHE religious opinions and praftices of the Cent. xr. 

-** ancient Britons, in the firft period of this blithe 

work, and thofe of the Anglo-Saxons in the be- people 0/ 

• . r i_ r 1 r !• 1 f_ 1_ Britain 111 

ginnmg of the lecond, were lo little known, that this period 
it was thought proper to begin the hiftory of re- chriftiant. 
ligion in each c^ thefe periods, with a delinea- 
tion of— its objefts— its principles— its rites— its 
Bunifters— its temples, and other circumftances '• 

I See b. If ch.«. feAf z* b. »• ch. i.'feA. i. 

But 



272 HISTORY OF BRITAIN. Book IIL 

Cent. XI. But as the Normans, Englifh, and all the other 
nations of Biitain, had embraced the Chriftian 
religion long before the beginning of this pe- 
riod, nothing of that kind is neceffary In the 
prefent chapter; in which it will be fufEcient to 
give a very brief detail of the mod important 
ecclefiaftical tranfadlions, in the order of time in 
"which they happened. 
Anglo- Soon after William the Conqueror was feated 

s^xonpre- jj^ |.|^g throne of England, he feems to have 

prived,snd fortncd the dcfigu of depriving the moft emi- 
pmln^*^* nent of the Englifli clergy of their dignities in 
their fees, ^he church, !h order to beftow them on his coun- 
trymen, or on others on whofe attachment he 
could depend. To accompli (h this defign with 
^ the greater eafe, he engaged the pope to fend 
legates into England, for regulating the aflfairs of 
that church, which he pretended were in great 
diforder*. The papal legates, John and Peter, 
two cardinal priefts, and Hermanfrede bifhop of 
Sion, held a great council of the Englifli clergy, 
in the prefence of the king, at Winchefter, on 
the oftaves of Eafter, A. D. 1070; in which 
Stigand archbifliop of Canterbury, Agilmare bi- 
Ihop of Norwich, and feveral Englifli abbots, 
were depofed, on various pretences ^ In ano- 
ther council, .convened at Windfor on Whit- 
funday that fame year, Agilric bifliop of Chi- 

* Lanfranei Opera, p. 7. Orderic. Vital, p. 5, 6. 
» Wiikins Concilia, 1. 1. p. 31a, W. Malmf, de Gcftis Pontiffc. 
p. 1J7. 

cheflter. 
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thefter, and fome more Englifh abbots, were Ccpt.xi. 
dqx>fed: with which feverities the bifhops of 
Lincoln and Durhani were fo much alarmed, 
that they lelft their fees, and retired into Scot- 
land*. By thefe depofitions and refignations, 
as well as by the death of fevcral Engliffi pre- 
lates, .many oiF the chief dignities of the church 
were now vacant, which were all filled with the 
king's foreign favourites and countrymen. Lah- 
franc abbot of Caen, and Thomas canon of 
Bayeux, were made archbifliops of Canterbury 
and York, while Walkelin^ Walkerine, Here^ 
fa&, Stigand, Peter, Herraand, and Remigius, 
a:ll Normans, were placed in the 'fees of Win-^ 
chefter, Durhani, Norwich, Ghichefter, Lichfield^ 
Salifbury, and Lincoln K 

Thefe fortunate foreigners, exalted by the fallj ^'^Cpute 
and enriched by the fpoils of the unhappy Eng- pumacy. 
Kfti, did not long continue in a ftate of hiirmony 
ftmongft themfelves, but a moft violent quarrel 
broke out between the two archbifliops about the 
primacy. When Thomas, ele£l of York, came 
to Canterbury to be confecrated, Lanfranc, on 
the day appointed for that ceremony, demanded 
of him an oath and written profeffion of ca- 
nonical obedience to himfelf and fuecefTors, as 
primates of all England ; which the other abfo- 
lutely refufing, departed in great anger, without 
being confecrated. But Lanfranc, having con- 



^ Simeon Dunelm. col. 202. Wilkin. ConciK t. t. p. jij. 
s Inett*6 Church Hiftory^ vol.2, p* i4» 15* 
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^ ^'^ -^r vinccd the king and his council of the jufti€c of 
his claim, Thomas was commanded to' retttnit 
and take the oath, and make a profeffion of ob^* 
dience to Lanfranc, without mentioning his fuc- 
ceiToFS ; and with this command he thought pro* 
per to comply*. 

A^D.1071. rpj^jg yg^^ jj^^ ^^^ ^^ archbifliops of England 

That dif- taiade a journey to Rome to receive tlieir palls ; 
tcnninVd ^^^ whcn they were there, Thomas complained 
in^vour iq the pope of the fubmiffion he had been con- 
baiy, ' ftrained by royal authority to make at his con- 
fecration; affirming, that the fees of York and 
Canterbury were of equal dignity. ^ On the 
other hand, Lanfrcinc produced various evidences 
of the fuperiority of his fee. But the holy fep 
ther, unwilling to offend either of the prelates, 
or difoblige the king of England, declined to 
judge in that nutter, and declared, that it ought 
to be determined by an Englifli fynod^ Ac- 
ccrdingly two great councils w;ere held, one at 
Eafter, and the other at Whitfundde, A. D. 
1072, in which this important queftion of the 
primacy was debated with great warmth, in the 
prefence of the king, queen, and all the court; 
and at length determined in favour of Canter- 
bury, to the great mortification of the clerical 
pride of ^he one prelate, and exultation of the 
other '. 

* W. Malmf. p. 1 1 7. ^ W. ibid. 

^ W.Malmf. p. xi7« Lanfran. Opera, p. ^oi, Wilkin. Coftcil. 
I. p»3*7* 
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After this difpute tiras determined, Lanfralic Centxi. 
prefided in feveral councils of the clergy of both ,^^^^ 
provinces, in which many eGcIefiaftical canons sevenii 
were made, though few of them are entitled to J|2d.^*'* 
the attention of pofterity. By one of thefe 
councils very ferere penances were prefcribed to 
thofe who had killed or wounded any |>erfon in 
the battle of Haftings, commonly called the ' 

great battUy whether they had fought for or 
againfl; the duke of Normapdy. The archers 
who could not know how many men they had 
killed or wounded, were to do penance for three 
lents. All thefe penances might be redeemed by 
money, or by building and endowing churches ; 
to promote which was probably the intention oi 
the council' in thefe tyrannical impofitions^ By 
the eighth canon of a council held at London, 
A.D. 1075, it is decreed, ^^ That the bones of 
^^ dead animals fhall not be hung up, to drive 
away the peftilence from cattle; and that for* 
eery, footh-fayings, divinations, and fuch 
** works of the devil, fhall not be pradifedV* 
The celibacy of the clergy had been enjoined 
by a thpufand canpns, but as yet without a full 
e^ed:. So difficult is it for the laws of men t^ 
overcome the laws of iiature ! By one of the ca^ - 
aons of an Englifh council, held at Winchefter 
A. D. 1 076, the fecular clergy who had wives, 
are allowed to keep them; which is a fufficient 
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* Johnfon't Ccclf GafHctt Canont, toI. »• A. p. 107ft. 
'* hU ibidt A. D. i07€» Spdmsii CoociK 1. 1. p. 7. 
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proof that they ^rmed a very powerful party: 
but thofe who had not tnves, are forbidden to 
marry ; and biihops are prohibited for the future 
to otddn any man who had a wife '*• 

Pope Alexander II. having died, April 20th, 
A. D. 1073, he was Immediately fucceeded by 
popeGre- the famous Hildebrand, archdeacon * of Rome, 
wjeaed. ' who affumed the name of Gregory VII. and be- 
came the moft turbulent and afpiring pontifFthat 
had ever filled St. Peter's chair. So boundlefe 
was the ambition of this haughty prieft, that he 
claimed the fupremfe dominion of the whole 
world, and attempted to Bring all emperors, 
kings, and princes, under fubjeftion to his au- 
thority **. In profecution of thofe infolent pre- 
ttnfions, he difpatched his legate Hubert into 
England, to aflert his title to that kingdom, 
and demand an oath of fealty from king Wil- 
liam, together with the immediate payment of 
all the arrears of Peter-pence, which he affeSed 
to calla tribute. But William (though he had 
always profeffed great veneration for the bifbops 
of Rome, by whom he had been countenanced 
in his attempt on England) rejeSed the demand 
of homage with becoming indignation, iand only 
fft-omifed to fend Peter-pence as a free gift, in , 
imitation of his predeceffors *^ Still further to 
mortify the pride and refifl: the pretenfions of tb^ 



*< Spe)nf)an Concil* I. a« p. 13. 

'^ Du Pin. Ecckf. Hift. cent. ix. c, 5. p;33, &c. 

>i Epift. Wilhclm. Operfi Lanfran, p. 304. 
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pope, he would no( permit Lanfrainc t6 {eare the Cent, xu 
kingdom, though that pdntiff had feat him fe« 
veraL letters commanding him to come to Rome '\ 
•Thefe aflFronts wrought up the rage of Gregory 
to fo high a pitch, that, in a letter to his legate 
Hubert, A. D. 1078, he gave William the mpft 
opprobrious names, and threatened to make him 
feel the refentment of St. Peter '^ But St. Peter 
was either not fo vindi&ive as his fucceflbr Gre- 
gory, or king William was without the reach of 
his refentment. 

A confiderable change was introduced into the Change in 
' crepd of the church of England under the pri* of the 
xnacy, and chiefly by the means, of arcbbifhop g"^**?^ 
Lanfranc. The prefent dodrine of the church 
of Rome concerning the corporal prefence of 
Chrift in the facrament, called tran/ubfiantiation^ 
was little known, and lefs regarded, in this 
ifland before the Norman conqueft '^ But Laor 
franc was one of the moft zealous champions for 
that do£trine, of the age in which he flouriihecj, ^ ' 
and difputed, wrote, and preached in its dor 
fence, both before and after hi^ elevation to th^ 
fee of Canterbury ^^ This elevation, however, 
it is highly probable, gave additional weight to 
his arguments, and enabled him tp m^e many 
profelytes. 

'4 Greg. Epifl. 1. 9. £p. so. Concil. 1. lo. col, 991. 
■s Id. ibid. 16 See vo]. 3. p. a86. 

*7 Du Pin Ecdcf. Hill. cent. ii. c. 3. p* t. 
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Cwt.^xi. William the Conqaeror" exercifed his fupre- 
CbMgw" ^2tcy over the church of England with a high 
in the po- hand, and made foine important changes, both 
church of in the (late of its revenues and of its polity. . 
England, Finding the £ngU(h clergy and monafteries pof- 
fei!ed of far too great a proportion of' the riches 
of the kingdom, he ftript them of many of their 
eftates by various means, and fubje£):ed thofe 
they ftill retained to military femces and other 
feudal preftations "^ : a reafonable regulation, 
that thofe who enjoyed fo large a fhare of the 
wealth, ihould contribute in the fame propor- 
tion with others to the defence and fupport, of 
% the ftate. So ftrid an eye did he keep over the 
clergy in the exercife of difcipline, and govern- 
ment of the church, that he did not allow any 
of them — to go out of the kingdom without his 
leave, — ^to acknowledge any pope without his di» 
Veftion,— to publifli any letters from Rome, till 
he had feen and approved them,-^to hold any 
councils, or to make any canons, without his 
confent,-— or to pronounce a fentence of excom* 
sminication on any of his nobles, without his 
permiffion '^. But the moft confiderable change 
that this prince made in the conftitution of the 
ehiirch of England, was towards the conclufion 
of his reign> when he feparated the eccleiiailical 
from the civil courts, which in the Anglo-Saxoa 

*' M. Paris, p. 4. HiftorTa Ingolpht, p. 70. 71 . 
f* Eadmcr. Hi%p'6* Seldeni Specilef^iuniy p. 164. 

times 
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times had been umted ^"^ : a change that was Cent. xi. 
attended with very important cqnfequences both ^ '^^ 
to church and ftate. 

X Lanfranc archbifliop of Canterbury died . May '?*9* 
28th, A. D. 1089, having furvived his royal friend ^%lf 
and patron, William the Conqueror, about one ?f J*'**** 
year and eight months*'. This prelate is cele- Lanfnnc* 
brated l>y our ancient hiftorians for his wifdom, 
learning, munificence, and other virtues. ,Hi& 
charity in particular is faid to hs^ve been fo great^ 
that he beftowed in that way no lefs than five 
hundred pounds a year *^ : a prodigious fum in 
thofe times ! equal in weight to one thoufand five 
hundred pounds of our money, and in value to , 
at lea^ feven thoufand five hundred pounds. 
This is a fufEcient proof of the great revenues of 
the fee of Canterbury in that period, as well as* of 
the great generofity of this prelate. 

After the death of Lanfranc^ William Rufus, 109). 
then kipg of England, was in no hafte to give j^|[gva. 
him a fucceffor, but kept all the poffeflions of cancy An- 
the archbifhopric in his own hands, almofl five ma'de 
years *^. In this interval the bifhops and clergy arehbiftop 
tried various methods to prevail upon the king bury, 
to appoint a primate, but in vain. At one time, 
when they prefented a petition, that he would 
give them leave to fend a form of prayer to be 
. ufed in all the churches of England, — ^^ That 

f 

«• Seldeni SpetiJej^ium, )u 167. *» J. Brompt. co). 956. 

*» Gervaty A^. PoDtiEc. col. 1655. W.^altnf. p. iiS. 
M Eadmer. H>ft« p. 14; 
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Cent. XL cc QqjJ ^Quid move the heart of the king to 
"chufe an archbifbop ;*' he returned this care- 
lefs anfwer, — " You may pray as you pleafe ; 1 
" will do as I pleafe *^" At length, howeverj^ 
being feized with a feverc ficknefs, which 
threatened his life, he was prevailed upon to fill 
up the vacant fees of Lincoln and Canterbury, 
by nominating Robert Bloet, his chancellor, to 
the firft, and Anfehn, abbot of Beck in Nor^ 
xnandy (who was then at court), to the laft. 
Anfelm at firft difcoyered great reluftance to 
accept of this" high dignity, dreading the fierce 
rapacious temper of the king, to which he was 
no ftranger. >^ The pldugh (fiiid he) of the 
church of England fhoyld be drawn by two 
oxen, of equal ftrength, the kingj and the 
^* archbifhpp of Canterbury; but if you yoke 
tne, who am a weak old fheep, with this king, 
who is a mad young bull, the plough will not 
go ftraight -^** But as men's refufals of places 
of power and wealth are feldom very obftinate, 
thofe of Anfelm w^re overcome at laft, and he 
; condefcended to mount the archi^pifcopal thrpne, 
December 4th, A. I). 1093, having done homage 
to the king for the temporalties, and received 
inveftiture by the paftoral ftaff and ring, Septem* , 
ter 25th^^ . 

1095. Anfelm's apprehenfipns of having quarrels with 

i^Mbc' ?^^ ^^g were not ill founded; but thefe quar^ 

«♦ W. Malmf. p^i«4. col. t, »J Id. ibid. 

** Id. p. 125. col. I. Eadineri p. x6, 17, iS. 

* ' rel^. 
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rels were owing to his own obftinate and pre- Ccnt.xi. 
fumptuous bigotry. In a few weeks after his j^]^*^^ 
confecration, he waited on the king at Haftings ; the pri- 
but paid his court fo ill,'— by declining to make "**'** 
him fuch a prefent as was expefted,— by preffing 
him too earneftly to call a council of the clergy, 
and to fill up the vacant abbeys,— «^nd by reprov- 
ing him and his courtiers too freely for their long 
hair, their gaudy drefs, and eflfeminatc manners, 
that William could not refrain from expreffing 
his diffatisfafliion in very ftrong terms *^ At 
their next meeting, after the king's return from * 
Normandy, A. D. 1094, the breach between 
them became ftill wider. The Chriftian world 
had long been divided between the two contend- 
ing popes, Urban and Clement ; but the king-f 
dom of England had not • as yet acknowledged 
either the one or the other. Anfelm had fub- 
mitted to Urban before his promotion to fhe 
primacy, and now petitioned the king for leave 
to go to Rome and receive his pall from that 
pontiff. William was enraged beyond meafure 
at this petition, which he declared was diredly 
contrary to that obedience which the archbifliop 
had fwom in his oath of fealty, as well as to the 
laws of England. At length, after much angry 
altercation, this difpute was referred to a great 
council of the nobility and prelates, which m^t 
^t Rockingham, March nth, A. I). 1095*'. 

*7 Eadmer, p. a3» a4* Anglia Sacra, ]. 1. p. 164. 
V l^adtntT, p. t6» 
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Ceat.xi. To this council, on the firft day of thdr meet* 
ihg, Anfelm made a long harangue, in which, 
amongft other things, the good prelate told 
them, ** That he would much rather have been 
** burnt alive than have been made an arch* 
*' b'ihop ;" and concluded with propofing this 
queftion as the fubjed of their deliberation, — 
** Whether his going to Rome to recdve his pall 
*' from pope Urban, was contrary to his oath of 
*' fealty, and the laws of England?** The 
council then adjourned, becaufe it was Sunda/; 
and , having met again on Monday, after long 
deliberation, fent this anfwer to the archbiihop 
by the bifhops, " that unlefs he yielded obedience 
to the king^ and retraced his fubmifiion to 
pope Urban, they would not acknowledge or 
obey him as their primate." On hearing this 
fentence, the archbiihop lifted up his eyes and 
bands to heaven, and with great folemnity 
appealed to St. Peter, whofe vicar he declared 
he was determined to obey, rather than the king j 
and, upon the bifhops declining to report his 
words, he went boldly into the council, and pro« 
Bounced them before the king and his nobility* 
The debates were then renewed with greater 
warmth than ever, . and lafted all day ; but to« 
wards evening the former fentence was con» 
firmed, and intimated to the primate; who beg- 
ged to be allowed till next morning to deliberate 
upon his anfwer. The king and council were 
now in hopes that the archbifliop would refign 
bis fee, which was what they moll ardently defired, 

as 
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as the only means of reftoring the peace of the Cctit.xi. 
kingdom, which bad been much^ difturbed by this ^ '""^ 
difpute. But if Anfelm had an averfion to accept 
of the archbiihopric, he difcovered a much 
greater averfion to refign it. For next morning 
he both adhered to his former anfwer, and 
declared his refolution never to relign his fee. 
When things were brought to this extremity, 
fome of the nobility, who refpefted the facerdotal 
character, and dreaded that the paffionate fpirit 
of William would prompt him to fome a£t of 
violence, propofed a truce till the oftaves of 
Eafter ; which was accepted by both parties *•. 

In this interval, William, defpairing to over- The king 
come the obftinacy of the archbifliop by violence, i^^j^e 
had recourfe to artifice, and privately fent two p^pe. 
of his chaplains to Rome, to make an offer to 
Urban, to acknowledge him as pope if he would 
confent to the depofition of Anfelm, and fend a 
pall to the king, to be beftowed on whom he 
pieafed. Urban, tranfported with joy at the 
acceffion of fo powerful a prince, and fo great a 
kingdom to his party, promifed every thing, 
and fent Walter bilhop of Alba his legate into 
England Avith a pall. The legate paiTed through 
Canterbury, without feeing the archbifhop; and 
arriving at court, prevailed upon the king to 
iifue a proclamation, commanding all his fub- 
j^s to acknowledge Urban 11. as lawful pope^% 
But when the king, having performed all his 

*f Padmery p. 31. so W. MalmC de Gcft, Pontile, p. its* 

promifes, 
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Cent. XI. promifes, began to fpcak of proceeding to the 
'^"-^•^*-' depofuion of the archbifhop, and demanded the 
pall, that he might give it to the prelate who 
fliouldbe chofen in his room, the legate, changed 
his tone, and plainly declared, that the pope 
would not confent to the depofition of fo great a 
faint, and fo dutiful a fon of the church of 
Rome ; and that he had received orders to deliver 
the pall to Anfelm ; which he accordingly per- 
formed with great pomp in the cathedral of 
Canterbury ^'. It is eafy to imagine how much a 
prince of William's haughty and paffionate temper 
was enraged at this perfidious conduS of the 
court of Rome ; but as he was engaged in an 
expedition into Normandy, he had not leifure to 
give vent to his refentment. 
'i©97. Soon after the kinsr^s return from Normandy, 

leaves Ae quarrel between him and the archbifliop was 
jpngiand. revived, by that prelate's frequent and importu- 
nate applications for the royal permiffion to vifit 
Rome, for the good of his foul, and the benefit 
- of the church. At length the king (wearied out 
with thefe inceffant folicitations, and having in 
vain tried every method to diffuade the primate 
from perfifting in his defign), at the nieeting of 
the great council in Oftober A. D. 1097, ^^^' 
manded him to leave the kingdom in eleven 
days, without carrying any of his efFedts with 
Jiimj and declared, at the fame time, that he 

l« W.Malmf. de Qeft.Pontific. p. 126. col. i. 

ihould 
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flibuld never be permitted to return'*. Anfelm CetuTOL^ 
had no fooner, extort^ this paifionate permiffion 
to depart the kingdom^ than he haftened to ' 
Canterbury; where havilig diverted himfelf of 
his archiepifcopal robes, and alTumed the garb 
of a pilgrim, he fet out on his journey. After 
he had waited for a favourable wind about fifteen 
days at Dover, (where his baggage was ftriftly 
fearched by the king's officers,) he failed for 
Whitfande, and proceeded from thence to Lyons 
before he itiade.any confiderable ftdp^^ Here 
he wrote a letter to the pope, giving an laccount 
of his grievances in England, and of his de^ 
parture from it, and defiring the aiSftance and 
direftion of his holinefs; hinting, that fmce he 
had little profpeft of doing any good in a country 
where juftice and religion were fo much defpifed s 
by perfons of all ranks, it would be right to allov^ 
him to refign his fee^\ The king of England 
had, in the mean time, feized all the ellates and 
revenues of Canterbury into his own hands, and ' 
declared all the ads of Anfelm to be null and 
yoid^** 
'As foon as the archbiihop received an anfwer ^o^u 

to his letter, with an invitation from the pope to rccc^i^a 
come to Rome, he fet forward on his journey, »tR«««» 
on the Tuefday before Palm-Sunday, A. D. tranfac- 
1098, attended only by two faithful friends, |j^"* 
Baldwin his fteward, and Eadmer the hiflorian, 

3* £aJmer» p. 37, 3S, 3^1 40 • Diceto apud X Script, col. 495. 
^3 Id. ibid. » Id. p 43. 3$ Id. p. 41. . 
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Cent. XI. his feferetary. They were obliged to travel in 
difguife, and under borrowed names, to avoid 
the ambufcades that were laid for them' by Cle- 
ment* the antipope, and by leveral companies of 
banditti, who, having heard that the archbifliop 
of Canterbury was on his way to Rome with great 
trcafiires, were on the watch to intercept him ^. 
At length, after going through much fatigue, 
and no little danger, they arrived at Rome; 
and met with the kindefl reception from the pope, 
who lodged them in his own palace. Our 
monkiih hiftorians give the moil pompous 
accounts of the extraordinary honours that were 
paid to Anfelm by the pope, the duke of Apulia, 
the nobility, clergy, and people of Rome, on this 
occafion. His holinefs made a long fpeech to 
him before his whole court, in which he loaded 
hhn with praifes, called him the pope of another 
world, and commanded all the Englifh who 
fliould come to Rome to kifs his toe ". lie fur. 
ther promifed to fupport him with all his power 
in his difputes with the king of England ; and 
wrote a letter to that prince, commanding him 
to reftore all that he had taken from the arch- 
bifhop'*. Such was the high tone affumed by the 
popes of thofe times in their letters to the greateft 
kings. Anfelm afSfted at the council held by the 
|)ope at Bari, in the third week after Eafter, 

i^ Eadmer, p. 44. 

3' J, Sariiburirnf. ViU Anfelmt, in Anglia Sacra, t. 3. p. i66# 
W^Malmf. p. 117. 38 EatftiKr, p< 4j. 

ahd 
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and acquired great honour by a fpeech he made <^«*'XI. 
in it) againft the herefy of the Greek church 
about the proceffion of the Holy Ghoft. The 
holy father, in particular (who had been much 
puzzled in the courfe of the debate),^ was fd' 
much charmed with this fpeech, that at the con- 
clufion of it he cried out> " Bieffed be thy heart 
«' and thy fenfes, O Anfelm! bieffed be thy 
"mouth, and the fpeeches of thy mouth 'V 
The archbi(hop was prefent in another papal 
council held at Rome towards the end of this 
year, in which it was declared, that the king of 
England deferved excommunication for his treat- 
ment of Anfelm; but at the requeft of that pre- 
late,* the execution of that fentence was pofl:« 
poned"^. At this council the famous canon 
againft lay-inveilitures was confirmed, denouncing 
excommunication againft all lay-men who pre* 
fumed to grant inveftitures of any ecclefiaftical 
benefices, and againft all clergymen who accepted 
of fuch inveditures, or did homage to temporal 
princes ^* : a canon that Anfelm remembered ^ 
too well for his own peace, and for the peace of 
England. The reafon afligned for this canon by 
the pope, as related by one who was prefent hi 
the council, and heard his fpeech, n^ horrid and 
impious in the higheft degree. " It is execrable," 
faid his holinefs, " to fee thofe hands which create 
** God, the creator of all things (a power never 

J9 Eadmer, p./|^« ♦• Id. p. $o. 

1, 4« Anglia Sjcra, p. 167. E«(tmcr, p. 53. 

•* granted 



t1i9 HISTORY OF BRITAIN. Booklli. 

Cent. XL ** granted to angels), and offer him in facrificc 
^***^^****^ ** to the Father for the redemption of the whole 
** world, put between the hands of a prince, 
*' ft^ned with blood, and polluted ' day and 
*' night with obfcene contads. To which all the 
" fathers of the council cried. Amen! Amen! 
*' At thefe tranfadions (fays Eadmerus) I was 
" prefenti and all thefe things I law and 
«^ heard ^\'' 
w^oT' '^^^ m^ffenger who had been lent into Eng- 
letter from land With a letter from the pope to the king, in 
e pope. fj^yQ^j. Qf , Anfelm, returned about the end of thi8 
year, with very unwelcome news. He told his 
holinefs, that it was with much difBculty the 
king was perfuaded to receive and read his letter } 
and that when he was informed that the bearer of 
it was a^ fervant of Anfelm, he fwore by the 
image of Chrift at Lucca (his ufual oath), that if 
he did not leave England immediately, he would 
pull out his eyes J which made him retire, with-* 
out waiting for an anfwer. Soon after, one 
William arrived, with the following fliort and 
peremptory anfwer to the pope's letter: " I am 
*' much furprifed how it came into your head to 
** intercede for the reftoration of Anfelm. Before 
** he left my kingdom, I warned him that I 
" would feize all .the revenues of his fee as foon 
•*' as he departed. I have done what I threatened, 
** and iVhat I had a right to do ; and you are in 
the wrong to blame me ^^*' Anfelm, on feeing 

^» Eadmer, p. 53. 4) Id. p. 51. 
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this laccMDLic epiftle, immediately defpaired of his Ctnu.xu 
defloration during the reigii of WilBam, and 
retired to Lyons ; where he Eved in exile, till 
after the death of that prince^ which happened 
Auguft2d5A.D. 1 100^. 

The ecclefiaftical hiftofy of Scotland is very Ecciefiaf. 
imperfefl; in this period. Malcolm Canmore, tory of " 
who was king, of Scotland at the conqudl, and Scotland. 
for twenty.feven years after, was a great bene^ 
fa£tor to the church. By the advice and at the 
inftigation of his moft excellent queen, St. Mar- 
garet, he built the abbey-churches of Durham 
and Dunfermline, and ereded the biflioprics of 
Murray and Claithnefs "^^ Maljcolm, it is alfo 
faid, divided his dominions into fix diocefea^ 
Wd afligned one of thefe to each of his fix 
bifhops ; which were thofe of St. Andrew's, Glaf- 
gow, Withorn, Murthlack, Murray, and Caith- 
nefs ^. Our Scotch hifloriaris are probably mif- 
f aken when they affirm, thiat Turgot prior of ^, , 

Dutham was advanced -to the fee of St. Andrew's^, 
in the reign of king Malcolm ; and that he was 
evto fucceeded by Godericus before the end of 
that reign. For the tefliraony. of Simeoa <rf 
Durham, who was his countryman and his con^ 
temporary, is more worthy o£ credat^ when he 
relates, thkt Tutgot was recommended to Aiexi- 
ander king of Scotland by Hfenry L and eleaed 

4i Eadmer, p/54.. 45 Buchan* Hlft. L7. p- tJj. 

4* Spotfwood's Hift. p. 29. * 
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Cent. XI. bifliop of St. Andrew's in the eighth year of Ralph 
' ' biihop of Durham, viz. A. D* 1 107 ^^^ It appears 

alfo from the teftimony of an ancient Englifh hif- 
torian, that Feredoch was bifhop of St. -Andrew's 
towards the end of king Malcolm's reign, and pror 
bably continued in that ftation to the reign of 
king Alexander ^\ Though it is highly probable 
that feveral national councils were held in Scotland 
in this period, no veftiges of any of them are now 
remaining^ 



SECTION 11. 

Hijiory of Religion in Britain, from the accefton^if 
Henry L A. D. 11 00, to the accejfion of Henry H. 
A. D. 1 154. 

Ccnt.xii/TJENRYI. the youngeft fon of William the 

^J^*^^^ A A Conqueror, having fupplanted his elder 

Anfeimw- brother Robcrt in the throne of England, laboured 

Henry I. With great ear^eftnefs to gain the favour of all 

who could either fupport or difturb him^ in the 

poffeflion of the prize he had obtained, and 

amongil others of the pope and court of Rom&i 

.With this view he immediately recalled the great 

favourite and champion of that court, Anfelm 

archbifliop of Canterbury, from his exile ; whq 

>. 

^7 Simeon DuoeYm. 9pud X Script, col, «07. Anglic Sacra« I >• 

p. 7«7. 
^' Th* Stubbs, apud X Script, col. X709« 

landed 
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landed at Dover, September 23d, A.p. 'iic5o'. CenhXii. 
A few days afte)*, he was received at Salilbury 
by the king, with every pcfffible mark of affedion 
and refped ; and that prince even condefcended to 
make an apology to him for being crowned by an-^ 
other prelate before his ai'rivai *. - 

But this cordiality between the king and the Breach be- 
primate was not of long contmuance. For aa LT^JVnd 
foon as Anfelm was defired to do homage to the A^nieim. 
king for the temporalities of his fee, he returned 
a flat refufal, and produced the canon of the late 
council of Rome in vindication of his condud ; ' 
declaring, that if the king iniifted on his preten- 
fions to the homage of the clergy, he could keep 
no communion with him, and would immediate!/ 
leave the kingdom '. This threw Henry into 
gr^at perplexity. On the one hand he was very 
unwilling to refign fo bright a jewel of his crown^^' 
as the right of beftowing ecclefiaftical benefices, 
and of receiving the homage of his prelates ; and, 
on the other hand, he dreaded the departure l>f 
the primate, who would join the party of his 
brother Robert, now returned to Normandy, and 
preparing to affert his right to the throne of Eng- 
land. In this diftrefs the king propofed, or rather 
begged a truce, till both parties could fend atnbaf- 
fadors to the pope, to. know his final determina* 
don; to which Anfelm, at the earned intreaty of 
die nobjHty, at lalt agreed \ 

* Badrntr, p. 56. «IJ.ibid.- >Z<Lit)i(l. 4 Id. ibid. 
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Tn the time of this truce, Anfelm performed 
feveral important fervices for king H^nry. He 
presided in a council of the Englifii clergy, m 
which, after a very folemn inveftigation, it was 
dfeelared, that the princefs Matilda (daughter of 
Malcolm Canmore king of Scotland), who had 
been educated in a nunnery, and had fometimes 
worn a veil, was at liberty to marry : and he 
foon after celebrate the king's marriage with 
that princefs, and placed the crown on her 
head K When the kingdom was invaded by. Ro- 
bert duke of Normandy, in July A. D, iioi, 
Anfelm contributed more than any man, by bis 
example, his exhortations » and his authority, ta 
keep the nobility fteady in their attachment to 
king Henry, and thereby preferved him upon 
the throne *. To engage the primate to perfomx 
thefe fervices, we are affured by Eadmerus, his 
friend and fecretary, that the king folemnly pro- 
ffiifed to govern his kingdom by his advice, and fub« 
mit in all things to the will of the pbpe'. 

If the king made fuch promifes in the time of 
danger, which is not improbable, he did not 
think fit to keep them when that danger was at 
an end. Soon after the pacification with his bro- 
ther Robert, which fecured him in the poflelfion 
ei the crown of.^ England, his meflengers ar- 
rived from Rome with letters from the pope, in 
which his holinefs aflerted^ in the Rxongdi term% 

5 E^dnjcy, p. 57, 5S. « See chap. i. p.jS. ^ 

'7 ^idmery p*59» Angfia Sacra^ ttS* p. i/a* 
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»— That the church, atid; all its revcaUes, be- c#ftt.xri. 
longed entirely to St. Peter and his fucccfforsi ^""^"^ 
and that emperors, kings, and princes^ had no 
right to give the invcftiture of benefices to tht 
clergy, or to demand homage from them. This 
he endeavoured to prove by feveral texts pf 
fcripture, mo{t\ grofsly mifapplied, and by other 
arguments, which are either blafphemy or A5n«> 
fenfe ^ Amongft other things of the like kind^ 
— ^How abominable is it (faid he) for a fan 
to beget his father, and a man to cre«^:e hk 
God ? and are not prieits your fathers an4 
your Gods'?" 
Henry feems rather to have been irritated tjiai^ Q«*rrei 
convinced by this curious piece of papal reafoi^ !hc king 
ing. For, the firft time the primate appeared at *"^ '^"^ 
court, he required him in a peremptory tone te 
do homage to him for the revenues of his feci 
and to confecrate certain bifliops and abbots, ac- 
cording to ancient cuflom, or depart the king* 
dom ; adding, — " I will fuflfer no fubjed to live 
in my dominions who refufes to do me ho- 
mage '°.*^ The archbilhop boldly anfwered^-*- 
I am prohibited, by the canons of the council 
of Rome, to do what you require.-— I will not 
depart the kingdom, but ftay in my province, 
and perform my duty ; and let ,me fee who 
" dares to do me any injury :", and immediately 
left the court, and returned to Canterbury"* 

B Eadmer, p. 60, 6i. » Id. p. 6i* , «» id, ibi'cJ^ 

»» Id. p. 6a. W. Malmf. p. nS. 
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Cent. xir. Not long after, the king convened a great 
^^n'^jjj^ council at Winchefter, "to which he fummoncd 
•J Win- the primate; who attended. In this council it 
Ambaf- was at length agreed to fend ambafTadors to 
teRome"* Rome, to declare to the pope, in the name of 
the king and nobility of England, — " That if 
•* he perfifted to deny the kmg's right to invefti- 
•**tures and homage, they would drive Anfelm 
*' but of the kingdom, withdraw their fubjeftion 
** to the fee of Rome, and withhold their ufual 
•^ payments".'* Gerard archbilhop of York, 
Herbert btihop of Norwich, and Robert bifhop 
of Chefter, perfons of eminent abilities, as well 
as rank, were chofen ambaffadors to carry this un- 
welcome meffage, and manage this difficult negoti- 
ation. Anfelm, by permiffion, fent alfo two of hh 
friends, Baldwin and Alexander, to take care of 
his concerns '^ 

When thefe ambafTadors arrived at Rome, the 
holy father was thrown into no Cmall per- 
plexity. On the one hand, he was unwilling to 
provoke the king and people of England too 
hx; and, on the other, he was flill more un- 
willing to relinquifh his own pretenfions, or' 
abandon fo good a friend as Anfelm. But he de- 
livered himfelf from this difficulty by his cun- 
ning,' at the expence of his veracity. To the 
king's ambafTadors he made the moft folemu 
promifes in private, that he would wink at their 
mafler's giving inveftitures and receiving ho< 
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mage; and. that though he might threaten, he f^-'^^^ 
would never inflid any cenfures upon him on 
that account ; but that he coyld not in prudence 
make fuch promifes in public, or in writings 
left other princes fhould claim the fame indul- 
gence. To the primate's meffcngers he fpoke a 
very diflferent language; and gave them a letter 
to their mafter, .exhorting him to adhere fteadily 
to the canons againft inveftiture and homage, 
and promifing to fupport him with all his power. 
When the ambafladors of both pardes returne4 
to England, a great council was' called at Lon* 
don, A.D, 1102^ to receive their report*. But 
• bow great was the furprife of the king and coun- 
cil, when the ambafladors gave contradictory re« 
ports ? the three prelates affirming in the ftrongeft 
terms, that the pope had promiied to difpenfe 
with the execution of the canons againft lay-in^r 
veftitures and homage; and the two monks a& 
finning the direft contrary, and producing his 
holinels's letters in confirmation of their tefti- 
mony. This occaiioned very violent debates, 
and involved the matter in much uncertainty ;{ 
the king, the bifliops, and nobility, giving moft 
credit to the report of the prelates, and Anfelm 
and his friends to that of his meflengers ; while 
both parties fufpeded the duplicity of the pope '\ 
In the end, the primate propofed to fend other 
ambaflkdors to Rome to difcover the real fentiv 
ments of the pope, and in the mean time pro- 

^ • U 4 mifed 
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Cent.xn. mifed to keqp communion with tbofe prelates 

who had received invef&ture from the king by 

the paftoral ftaff and ring $ and his propofai vas 

accepted 'K 

Council at While the controverfy about inveftitufes was 

Weftmin. ^^ ^ f^^^^ Anfelm, with the king's confent, held 

a great council of the clergy at Weftminfter ; in 
which feveral abbots were dq)ofed for fimony, 
and many canpns were made. By one of thde 
canons the married clergy were commanded to 
put away tl\eir wives ; which was proceeding a 
ftep farther than Lanfranc had done. By ano- 
ther canon it is decreed, that the.fons of priefts 
fhould not be heirs to their fathers* churches. 
By a third, marriage is prohibited to thofe who 

are within the feventh degree of kindred: a 

vexatious law, that brought great power and 
wejihh to the church, and great inconveniencies 
on the ftate. The other canons of this council 
have nothing in them very remarkable, except 
the twenty-fixth, which forbids the worfeip of. 
fountains; which feems to have been a relidt of 
Druidical fuperftition *^ 
1103, The king had an interview with the archbifliop 
gc!^8to ^t Canterbury about Mid-Lent, A.D. 1103, in 
^lekfn** ^^^^^ ^^ laboured, both by threats and pro- 
dtCxu^ mifes, to bring him to do homage for the tem?, 
poralities of his fee. But all iir vain. Th^t 
pelate replied, that hjs meffepgers were now 

*J Eadmer, p. 6;««66. 

^ Id. p. 68, S|2^Iiivan Concil. t. »•. p. %2* 
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returned ^ from Rome, and had brought letters Cent.xin 
from the pope, which he had not yet opened, - ""-"*-' 
but declared that he was willing to be governed 
entirely by their contents. The king, knowing, 
or fufpefting, what thefe were, anfwered in a 
violent paffion, — ^' What have I to do with th^e 
pope, or his letters? The prerogatives of my 
predecelTors belong to me,; and whoever at- 
tempts to deprive me of them, ftiall feel the 
weight of my indignation.** To which the 
primate calmly replied, — ^^ I am determined tp 
** die, rather than violate the canons of the 
*' church without the commands of the pope '^V 
Henry, obferving that the firmnefs of the archr 
bifhop was not to be ftiaken by threateriings^ 
changed his tone, arid intreated that prelate to 
go to Rome, and endeavour to procure what 
others had not been able to obtain, '^ that I may 
** be allowed to enjoy the prerogatives of my 
" predeceffors "%** Anfelm defired that this 
might be delayed till Eafter, that the fentiments 
of the bifliops and nobility might then be taken* 
Accordingly,' when the great council met, as 
ufual, at that feftival, all the members joined 
with the king, and intreated the archbifhop to 
undertake that journey : to which he confented, 
and fet out without delay, April 29th, A. D, 

When Anfelm arrived at the abbey of Becc in Contenu 
Normandy, where he had formerly been abbot, ^1,^^?^ ^^^^ 

ters to 

V Eadmer/p. 70. »? Id. ibid. , *9 Id. ibid. -^"^*^^'"« 
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Cent. XII. he opened the pope's letters (which, for fercral 
prudential reafons, he had not done before), and 
found that they contained— the highefl: expref- 
fions of approbation of his own conduS,— the 
moft folemn afleverations,.that the report of the 
three Englifli prelates who had lately been at 
Rome, was entirely falfe; for which he excom- 
municated them as impudent notorious liars. 
The pope further declared in thefe letters, that 
he was fully determined to fee the canons againlt 
lay-inveftitures ftriftly executed. ^* For if we 
*' allow (fays he) kings and emperors to give a 
bilhop the ftaff, the (ign of his paftoral of- 
fice, and the ring, the fign of his faith, the 
** church, and even Chriftianity itfelf, will be 
/* immediately deftroyed *°." Though, after 
reading thefe letters, Anfelm could have no 
hopes of fuccefs in his enibafTy, which it is 
probable he aid riot defire, he fet out from Becc^ 
in Auguft, and foon after arrived at Rome. 

The king When the king defired Anfelm to undertake 

aRen*!o ^^^^ jo^^^^Y? ^^ was far from expefting that he 
Rome, would be a zealous advocate in his caufe; and 
. therefore he did not depend upon hini, but fent 
William Warelwaft, an able, aftive, and faithful 
fervant to the court of Rome, well fumilhed 
with certain arguments, that were likely to be 
moft convincing in that moft corrupt and vena! 
court. William travelled with fo much expedi- 
tion, that he reached the end of his journey 

*f Eadmer^p. 71. 
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fome weeks before the archbiffiop ; and was fo Ccnt.xii. 

aftive and libei^l, that he gained many friends, ^^^ 
and began to entertain great hopes of fuccefs in 
his negotiation. ^ 

A few days after the arrival of Anfelm, the Decree of 

pope called a confiftory to examine this caufe; toiyof 

before which William Warelwaft made a long *^?™? ^ . 

i gaintt tac , 

harangue, in. defence of the right of the kmg of king** 
England to grant inveftiture to the prelates of gfalw^f 
his kingdom, and to receive homage from ««»v«tt4- 
them ; nor did he negleft to put the affembly "^ ' 
in mind of the great munificence of the kings 
of England to the church of Rome; and to - 

inHnuate, that' if a favourable fentence was not 
given in this caufe, that mUnificence would be 
withdrawn. Anfelm remained entirely filent. 
When the matter came to be debated, feveral 
members, who had been gained, fpoke in favour 
of the king of England's claim,. and reprefenfed 
the danger of provoking fo great a prince. To 
enforce thdr arguments, Warelwaft declared, 

** That he knew his mafter was refolved to lofe 

# 

♦* his kingdom, rather than relinquifli his right 
<< to gr^nt inveftitures/* I'his bold declaration 
had an ill effed, by roufing the pride and paflion • 
pf the Sovereign pontiflF; who faid, — " And 1 - 
" fwear before God, that pope Pafcal will rather 
^* lofe his life than fuffer him to enjoy his pre- 
^* tended right*'.'* This pofitive declaration 
J)ut an end to all debate ; and a decree was pro- 

•» Eadiner, p. 72) 73* * 
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Cent XII. nounced againft the king's right to grant invefti- 
"^''"^ tures, and excommunicating all prelktes who had 
received, or fhould receive them from his hand, 
until they made fatisfaftion, and were abfolved 
by their primate *% Still further to pleafe the 
archbiihop, the pope granted him a bull, con- 
firming the primacy of England to him and his 
fucceflbrs in the fee of Canterbury ; and then 
difm^ifed him with every mark of affedion and 
cfteem. 
Soothing The king's agent remained at Rome a few 

the^'^te^to ^y^ ^^^^^ ^^^ departure of Anfelm, in hopes of 
the king, gaining fome advantage in his abfence : but all 
he could obtain was a foothing letter from the 
pope to Heni-y, in which he congratulated him 
on his fucceffes in Normandy, and on- the birth 
of his fon ; and afTured him, that it was out of 
•pure love to his perfon that he had taken the 
dangerous right of inveftitures from him, which 
would certainly have brought the vengeance of 
heaven upon his head. He further promifed, 
that if h6 would be a very dutiful fon of the 
church, and very kind and obedient to the arch- 
bifliop, he would grant him, and his glorious 
. queen, a full pardon of all their fins, and be- 
llow many graces on the young prince their 
fon ^K 

Anfelm With this curious letter Warelwaft left Rome, 

abroad! ^^^ vifited the archbifliop of Canterbury at 

Lyons; to whom he intimated in the king*s 

»* Eadmer, p. yz, 73, ^ »3 Id, p, 74, 75. 
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name, — ^* That if he would behave to hirh as cim^xiu 

^ former archbifhops of Canterbury had behaved 

** to his predeceffors, he might return to Eng^- 

** land." In anfwer to this intimation, Anfielm 

fent meffengers of his own, with a very blunt 

letter to the king ; in which he told him plainly, 

that he would not do homage to him as former 

archbifliops had done to his predeceffors ; and 

that he would not keep communion with any of 

thofe prelates who had received the paftoral ftaff 

and ring from his hands ; nor woulH he come 

into England on any other terms ; protefting, 

that all the fouls that (hould be loft by his ab*- 

fence, Ihould be laid to the king^s charge *\ 

As foon as the king received this letter, he feized 

all the revenues of the fee of Canterbury j and 

Anfelm continued at Lyons a year and four months 

in a ftate of exile. 

Though Anfelm was very hofpitably enter* »io5- 
t2uned at Lyons by Hugh archbifhop of that ^twwif 
city, he negleSed nothing that might contribute the king 
to his reftoration to his own fee, on his own (e"lm, "* 
terms. Having prevailed with the pope to iffue 
a fentence of excommunication againfl: the earl 
of Mellent, king Henry's great favourite, and 
to promife to iffue a like fentence againft the 
king himfelf in a little time, he left Lyons in 
May A* D. 1105, and paid a vifit to Adela 
jBOttnte& of Blois, the king's fifter, who ; was a 
princefs of gr^u: piety, and one of bis greateft 

, *♦ St^nm, p. 3it6*- 
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Cenr.Xfl. adrairel^. In the courfe of their converfation, 
the countefs having afked him, what was his 
principal defign in coming into" thofe parts? he 
frankly told her, that it was to publifh a fen- 
tence of excommunication (which he daily ex- 
pefled from Rome) againft her brother the king 
ef England. The devout Adela was fo grieved 
at her brother's damnation (as Eadmer expreffes 
it),' that flie never refted till fhe had negotiated a 
meeting between him and the primate, in order to 
an accommodation *^ 

When all preliminaries were fettled, the coun- 
tefs condudted Anfelm to the caftle of L'Aigle 
in Normandy, and introduced him to the king, 
July 22d, A. D. 1 105; who received him with 
the ftrongeft expreflions of efteem and friendfliip. 
After a little converfation, Henry reftored to the 
archbifhop the revenues of his fee, and aMb gave 
him leave to return to England, on this fingle 
condition, — That he did not refufe to keep com* 
munion with thofe prelates who had received 
royal inveftitures. But with this condition An- 
felm declared he could not comply, until he had 
received direftions from the pope, to w'hom he 
was determined in all things to yield obedience. 
It was therefore agreed, that both the. king and 
the primate (hould fend ambafiadqrs to Rome^ 
to receive the directions of the fovereign pontiff, 
on all fubjeds in difpute between them; and 
that all things fliould remain quiet till thefe am* 
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bafladors ; returned ^. After this interyiew the pennxir. 
archhiihop retired to the abbey of Becc, and "**"''**^ 
Henry embarked for England. 

The king having thus warded oflf the blow of invitation 
excommunication, which he really dreaded, was Engiim 
in no hafte in fending his ambaffador to Rome j ^^^^J* 
which greatly offended Anfelm, and . his friends 
in England. One of thef6 wrote him a letter at 
this time, in which he acquainted him, that re^ 
ligion was quite ruined by his abfence, that fg- 
domy and wearing long hair (which that good 
man feems to have regarded as equal crinies)^ 
were become very common, and no body had 
the courage to reprove them*\ At length, 
about Chriftmas A. D. 1105, the king fent over 
his former ambaffador William Warelwaft, now 
biihop-eled of Exeter ; who proceeded on hi& 
journey to Rome, incompaay with Baldwin dc' 
Tomey, ambaffador from the archbifliop. While 
thefe meffengers were negotiating at the court of 
Rome,- the Englifli bifhops, forefeeing the ap- 
proaching return, of their primate, thought fit to 
fend him a letter of invitation, containing fome . 
expreifions of fubmiffion and refpe£l ^^ 

The king's agent at Rome ;aci:ed his part fq "<^^ 
well, that he fucceeded better in bis negotiation awriettir 
than could have been expefted. For, on March ^''®™ ^^ 

* ^ pope to 

23d, A. D. 1 106, he obtained letters from the ihcking. 
pope, direfted to Anfelm, permitting and re-- 
quiring-him to grant abfolution to all the Eng* 

. >^ Eadmer* p. 79, 80. »7 Id, ft, tu . ** Id, p. 84.. 
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Cent. XII. lifli bifliopg and abbots who had received in- 
veftiture from, and had done homage to, the king^ 
on their making fuch fatisfa&ioil as Wiltiam and 
Baldwin would tell him by word of month ; and 
then either to confecrate them himfelf, or by 
commiflion. In future, he directed him not to 
refufe confecration to fuch biftiops and abbots as 
had done homage to the king, provided they had 
not received inveftiture from him. He even 
commands him to receive into his communion 
thofe three prelates who had brought a falfe re- 
port from Rome, and to abfolve the king, queen, 
and nobility of England, from all their fins; 
And finally, he advifes him to behave with great 
prudence, gentlenefs, and meeknefs to the king 
and the nobles in time to come**. By what 
means thefe cohcefHons were obtained we are not 
kiformed. The pope feems to have been fcn- 
fible that they were greater than Anfelm cx- 
pefted ; for which he made a kind of apology, 
by telling him, that in order to raife people from 
the ground, it was neceflary to (loop a little. 
Anfelm King Henry was fo heartily tired of his dif- 

Ei.gf^nd! pvites with the pope and the primate, that he ac- 
cepted of this compromife with pleafure, and 
fent an invitation to Anfelm to return to Eng- 
land^^ But when that prelate /was preparing fof 
his journey, he was feized with a lingering ill- 
nefs that detained him feveral months longer on 
the continent. At length, however, he arrived 

•• "Eadmer, p. 87, t- 
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Ut Dover, in Auguft A. D. 1106; and was re- Cent.xrr. 
ceived with the higheft teftimonies of rcfpeflt and 
joy by perfons of all ranks ^^ 

The abfence of the king, who was then in »*o7- 
•Normandy, completing the conqueft , of that fbooTho- 
country, prevented the full fettlement of eccle- ."''^^L^'* 
iiaftical affairs in that year ; and, eveii after hi$ tures com^ 
return, it was put off from time to time, till pr<>™*|«^* 
Auguft I ft, A. D. 1 1 07 ; when a great council 
of the bifliops, abbots, and nobles, was held in 
the king's palace at London. In this council the 
right of the king and of pther lay-patrons to 
give inveftitures, by the delivery of the paftoral 
flaff" and ring, was debated with great warmth 
for three days ; many of the nobility pleading 
boldly in defence of their own rights, and of the 
rights of their fovereign. But, ,on the fourth 
day, the king put an end i6 this debate, by de- 
daring, that he was determined to adhere to iht 
lace compromife, aiid to relinquiih the ceremony 
of giving inveftiture, in order to * fecure the more 
important right of receiving- the homage of the 
clergy; and a folemn a£t was made agreeable' 
to this declaration, viz. " That for the fii- 
** ture, none fliall be inverted by the king, or 
any lay-patron, in any bifliopric or abbey, 
by delivering of a paftoral ftaff aiid ring^ and 
none who is eleSed to any prelacy, Ihall be 
•• denied confecration on account of the homige 
•* that he does to the kmg ''/* 

3' Eadmler, p. S9. 
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Immediately after the determinadon of this 
great controverfy about inveftitureg, Anfehn con- 
fecrated no fewer than five biihops in one day 
(Auguft nth), with the afliftance of feven of 
his fuflFragans ^\ About the fame time he re- 
ceived a letter from pope Pafcal II. permitting 
him to difpenfe with that canon of t"he church, 
which^ prohibited the ordination or promoticm of 
the fons of priefts. " Becaufe (fays the pope) 
*' the execution of it would be very inconve- 
«* nient in England, where the beft and greateft 
** part of the clergy are of that kind^^*' So 
long did the £ngli(h ecclefiaftics adhere to the 
laws of nature, in oppofition to the barbarous 
policy of, Rome. , ' 

. In the end of this, or the be^nning of the 
next year, a new biihopric was ereded in the 
monaftery of Ely, with the confent of the king, 
the pope, the primate, and all parties concerned ; 
and Hervey, who had been expelled by the WeliBi 
from the fee of Bangor, was appointed the firft 
biihop of that fee ^\ 

'Anfelm was a violent enemy to the marriage 
of the clergy, and it was by his influence that the 
fevere canons had been made againft it in the 
council of London, A. D. 1102. But thefe ca- 
nons had been ill obferved, or irather totally 
neglefted, during the difputes ab0ut i^veftitures, 
and the exile of the archtbifeop^ whci procured 
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another council to be held on that fubjeft, at c^nt.xii. 
London, in Whitfuntide A. D. 1108 ". In ^^^"^*^ 
this^council, in which the king and the nobility, 
as well as the prelates, were prcfent, no fewer 
than ten canons were made to enforce the celi- 
bacy and prevent the marriage of the clergy. 
By thefe canons, all priefts, even thofe in the 
very loweft orders, are commanded-r-to put away 
their wives immediately, — ^not to fufFer them to 
live on any lands belonging to the church,— 
never to fee them or fpesJc with them, except in 
cafes of great neceility, and in the prefence of 
two or three witneffes. — ^Thofe who put away 
their wives, were to abftain from faying mafs for 
forty days, and to perform fuch penances^ as their 
biihops ihould prefcribe; but thofe unhallowed 
wretches who refufed to put away their wives,- 
were inftantly to be depofed and excommuni- 
cated, and all' their goods, together with the 
perfons and goods of their wives, ^s in the cafe 
of adultereffes, were to be forfeited to the bifliop 
of the diocefe ^. Thefe canons afford a fufEcient 
proof, that thofe ecclefiaftical tyrants found it no 
eafy talk to diflblve the natural and virtuous af- 
fedion that fubfifted between the clergy of Eng- 
ird and their wives in this period. 

While the rulers of the church of England Q^^rnl 

% • « #• rt • t rt • between 

were laymg thefe reftramts on the molt mnocent Anfcim 
ptffioni of the inferior clergy, they fet no bounds ^"^^^^1 

Yorlfr. 
3' Eadmer, p. 94. 
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Cent.xir. to their own ambition^ which produced amongft 
'~^*^'^' them many indecent quarrels. One of thefc 
quarrels happened A. t). 1108, between Anfelm, 
and Thomas eleft of York; who, obferving the 
advanced age and increafmg infirmities of the 
primate, delayed from time to time, under 
various pretences, to 'come to Canterbury to re- 
ceive confecration ; hoping, that after the death 
of Anfelm, he might obtain it without making 
the humiliating profeffion of canonical obedience. 
But that prelate was too quick-fighted not to 
difcover the fecret intentions of the eled of York, 
and too tenacious of the prerogatives of his fee, 
not to take the moft vigorous mcafures to pre- 
vent their fuccefs. With this view he virrote to 
the pope not to grant Thomas his pall, and to all 
the bifhops of England, not to affifl: at his confe- 
cration, till he had made the ufual profef&ons of 
obedience; which he was at laft, after a long 
and violent ftruggle, conftrained to perform ". 
1 109. Anfelm, having languifhed for fome months, 

d^'!^ti^f died 2cth April, in the feventy-fixth year of his 
of Anfelm. age, and the fixteenth of his primacy. He was 
a man of piety and learning, according 10 the 
mode and meafure of the age in which he flou- 
rifhed ; but by promoting with zeal and obfti- 
nacy the ambitious views of the fee of Rome, he 
involved himfelf, as well as his king and coun- 
try, in ,many troubles, and fet an exampk 
/ • " 

37 £a4mer,p.97«-i04. 
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which was too well imitated by fome of his fuc- Cent. xii. 
celTors. 

Henry had fuflfered fo much from the oppo- "m- 
(ition of the late primate, that he was in no hafte ^3^," ^^^c^! 
to give him a fucceflbr ; but kept the fee of Can- bifliop. 
terbury vacant no lefs than five years. At length, ^ 
after a warm conteft between the monks of the 
cathedral and the prelates of the province, Ra« 
dulphus bifliop of Rochefl^r was elected primate, , 
26th April, and enthroned 17th May, A. D.. 

., As all this had been tranfadted without fo indolent 
much as confulting the pope, the mel&ngers fent the^op^. 
to Rome by the archbiihop to folicit his pall, 
were very coldly received, and met with many 
difficulties ; but being powerfully fupportcd by 
abbot Anfdm, nephew of the late primate, and 
a great favourite of his holinefs, they at laft fuc- 
ceeded ; and that abbot was fent into England, 
with the pall, and a long letter to the king and 
biihops. In this letter many texts of fcripture 
are quoted to prove, that no bufinefs of any im- 
portance ought to be tranfaded in any nation of 
Europe without the knowledge and direftion of 
the pope ; it alfo contains the ftrongeft expref- 
fions of refentment againfl the king and prelates 
of England for their late neglefl: of the holy fee, 
with threats of excopimunication, if they did not 
behave in a more dutiful manner in time to 
come^^ Henry was much offended with the 

I' Ekdmer, p. 115. 39 Id. ibid« 
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Cent. XII. infolent ftrain of this q>iftle; and fent William 
bifbop of Exeter to Rome, to expoftuiate "vridi 
the pope on that and fome other fubjeds. 
Henry BO- Thc people of Wales were about this time fa 
biihopof much humbled by the fuperior power of Henrys 
St. David'f tijj^t thg clergy of the church of St. David's 

u Wales. ,. , ^ °' . ^ . /• 

applied to that pnnce to nommate a fit perfon to 
be biihop of that fee; and he named Bernard, 
chaplain to the queen. That this was a novelty, 
appears from this drcumftance, that a very violent 
difpute arofe between the king and the archbilhop 
of Canterbury, about the place where the bifhop- 
dtGt of St. David's ought to be confecrated, in 
urtiich the policy of the prince at laft yielded to 
the pertinacity of the prelate ^. 
Dif"^' ^ difpute about the obGgation of the arch- 

about the bifhops of Tork to make a proieifion of canonical 
ffv?re? obedience to the archbifliops of Canterbury at 
their confecration, which had fo often diflurbed 
the peace of the church of England, was revived 
at this time by Thurftan, eleft of York, who 
refufed to make that profefOon. After this dif- 
pute had fubfifted almoft a year, it was brought 
before a great council at Salifbury, i8th March 
A. D.^ 1 1 16 ; and fuch was the pride and obftinacy 
of Thurftan, that when the king and councS 
declared againft him, he chofe to relinquifli his 
fee rather than to fubmit^^ It was not long, 
however, before he repented of this raih flep ; 
and, following the king into Normandy, eameilly 

40 Eadner, pb ii6« . 4i ViTilkiBt Condlia» 1. 1. p. 193. 
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folicited to be reftored to the dignity he had too Cent. xrr. 
haflily refigned. Meeting with little encourage- ''■'*^^^' 
meiit from the king, Thurftan had recourfe too- 
Rome; and, employing thofe modes of folicita- 
tion which he knew to be moft fuccefsfiiL he at 
length obtained a bull from the pope A. D. 
1118, reftoring him to his fee; and declaring, 
that his holinefs would hear both parties in the 
difpute between Canterbury and York in his own 
prefence, and determine it according to juftice^. . 
But this bull did not put an end to this contro- 
verfy. For the primate ftill refufed to confe- 
crate the eleft of York, without a profeffion of 
canonical obedience, which he obftinately refufed 
to make^'. 

On this, Thurftan petitioned the king for leave -Prevanca. 

to go into France to vifit the pope, who had in- p^" |* ' * 

dieted a general council to ineet at JRheims in 

Oftober A, D, 11 19. But Henry, fufpefting 

his intention, obliged him to give a folemn pro- 

mife on oath, that he would neither alk nor accept 

of confecration from the pope; and, for the 

greater fecurity, he alfo obtained a folemn pro- 

mife from the pope, that he would not grant 

confecration to Thurftan. But all thefe oaths 

and promifes were moft fhamefully violated. 

For, as foon as the eleO: of York arrived at 

Rheims, he was confecrated by his holinefs in 

the cathedral church of that city. The king of 

England was fo much provoked at this bafe 

** EadiMOp. III. 41 W.Malmf. p, 157. 
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Qefitxii. tranfefkion, that he folemnly fwore he would not 
fufifer Thurftan to enter any of his dominions^, 
|n an intierview th^t he had with the pope fome 
time after, at Gifors, hjs holinefs importuned 
him to permit his friend Thurftan to return to 
his fee, and o^erpd to abfplve him froqi his oath. 
The . king,^ after ^-efleflting a little on this pro- 
pofal, ' anfwered, that he could not accept of his 
abfolution^ becaufe fuch a trifling with oaths and 
promifes would deftroy all faith and ponfidenc^ 
.among mankind ^% 

At this interview the king obtained a promif^ 
from the pope, that he would not fend any legates 
Into England or Normandy without his requifir 
tion; which was no better obferved than other 
papal promifes ^^ Foi; Calii^^tus, who made this 
promife, having def<?at^d his rival Michael Bur-? 
dinus th^ antipppe, and taken h^m prifoijer, fent 
his legates, under the fpecious pretience^pf com-r 
-municating this joyful news, into all the different 
nations of Europe, and amongft others into Eng- 
land, lyithout the leaft regard to his late engage- 
ment. But king Henry was not fo inattentive to 
that engagement: for though he re^eiv^d th^ 
Jegate with no little cereipony, and treated him 
with much refpeft, he told him plainly, that he 
' fould not acknowledge him as legate, nor fuffer 
Jiim to perform any one ad in conffsquence of 
fhat cpmmiiSon '*^ 
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Radulphus, archbifliop of Canterbury/ died Cem xu. 
floth O^ober A. D. 1122,' in the ninth year of im. 
his patriarchate. He is faid by a contemporary Death ^nd 
hiltorian^ who was well acquainted with him, to o/Radttl- 
have been a man of eminent piety and learning, of P^"s- 
a generous difpofition and affable deportment, . 
but a little too much addided to jocularity for the 
dignity of his ftation ^^ 

The death of the primate gave rife, as ufual,, wiili»m 
to a warm conteft between the monks of Cantei-4 ^.a^ieYfch* 
bury and the bifliops of the province, about i>»fl^^i»* 
the choice of a fucceffor ; in which the bifliops, 
being fecretly favoured by the king, at length 
prev^led, and William Corboyl, prior of Chiche, 
was elefted at Glouccfler on the feaft of the Pvu-i- 
fication of the Virgin Mary, A. D. ii23^'« Be- 
ing cpnfecrated at Canterhury by the bifliops of 
London and Win.chefter, affifted by the other 
Englifli prelates, on the 20th of February, he • 
piade a journey to Rome for his pall ; which, he 
obtained ^°. In this journey he had alfo in view 
to obtain a d^ciiion in- favour of his fee, in the 
famous difpute with the archbifliop -, of York, 
which was (till depending. But in this he diU 
T^qt fugceed. For his holinefs was in no hafte to 
determine a (jueft:ion which gave him fo much 
authority oyer the church of England ". 

One of the moft fpecious and fuccefsful arts '**> 
employed by the court of Rome to fubjeft the [cgatr 
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Cent.xiL feVcral churches of Europe to her dommion, 
)['^^]]Qp' was that of fending legates into all countries, 
«Wcft- with commiffions to hold national councils, in 
miDRcr. ^1^^ name and by the authority of the pope. 
Though every attempt to procure the admiffion 
of fuch papal legates into England had hitherto 
proved abortive, the policy of Rome was ftill 
upon the watch to feize the firft favourable 
opportunity for renewing thefe attempts. Such 
an opportunity prefented itfelf at this time, when 
the king of England was engaged in a dangerous 
war on the continent, and flood in need of the 
favour of the court of Rome j and it was not 
jieglefted. For pope Honorius 11. granted a 
commiffion, 13th April, to John de Crema, a 
cardinal prieft, to be his legate in England and 
Scotland **. The legate, having waited on king 
Henry in Normandy, at length, and with much 
difficulty, obtained his permiffion to pafs over 
, into England ; where he gratified his pride and 
avarice without much regard to decency. 
Amongfl other things, he prefided'in a national 
council at Weftminfler, 9th September A. D, 
1 126, in which both the archbilhops, twenty 
bifhops, forty abbots, and an innumerably mul- 
titude, both of the clergy and people, were pre* 
fent". In this council, which was the firfl in 
which a Roman legate had prefided in England, 
no fewer than feventeen canons were made, or 
rather promulgated, in the name and by the 

'5* Spdman, Concil. t.ai p. ^tf 33. Si Id. p. 33. 
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authority of the pope* alone. In thefe canons p*^-^^; 
there is little new or remarkable, except that the 
celibacy of the clergy is extended to thofe in the 
loweft orders; and they are forbidden to have 
any women in their houfes, befides their fifters, 
aunts, or thofe of whom there could be no fuf* 
picion^. At the conclufion of the council, the 
legate fummoned both the archbifhops to repair 
immediately to Rome, to plead the caufe about 
the prerogatives of their refpeSives fees, which 
was depending before the pope. To fuch a 
height had the ufurpations of Rome, and the in« 
folence of the papal legate, arrived at Htm 
time. 

In die night after the conclufion of this €o«inciI» 
an incident happened, which made a prodigious 
noife, and brought no little fcandal on the Roman 
clergy. John de Crema^ the pope's legate, who 
had declaimed^ with great warmth, in the council 
the day before, in honour of immaculate chaftity, 
and inveighed with no lefs vehemence agaihft 
the horrid impurity of the married clergy, was 
catched in bed with a harlot. The detection was 
fo undeniable, and foon became fo public, that 
the legate dared not to (how his face ; but fneaked 
out of England with the greateft fecrecy and pre- 
cipitation". This incident gave much fatisfao- 
tion to the married clergy (who had probably 

* ^* Spctman Concil. t. %, p. 34. 

Sf Hen. Henr. 1. 7. p. 1x9. R. Hoveden, )>• %y4* J. Brompt, 
col. 101 J, Hi KpyghtoDi col* %%%%% Chrom HemiDgford, I. x* 
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Cent. XII. been the deteftors), and rendered the canon of 

the late council agamfl them abortive and con* 

temptible., 

»»*7« The two archbifhops, in obedience to the cita- 

tionsof the ^101^ of the legate, repaired to Rome ; where Thur- 

twoarch- ft an, being the erreateft favourite, obtained a 

bifliops at ^ , p ^ 

Rome, and bull exempting him and his fucceflbrs from all 
•t^Wpftl fubje£tipn to the fee of Ca6terbury, and placing 
mdUt» the two prelates of Canterbury and York on an 
exaQ: footing of equality^** This was not the 
only difader that befell the archbiihop of Can- 
terbury when he was at Rome. ^ For he was by 
(onje means or other prev^led upon to degrade 
and enflave himfelf and his fucceiTors, by aacept<- 
jug a commiffion to be the pope'$ legate in Eng- 
land; hoping perhaps by this commifSon to re- 
cover that authority over his rival Thurftan, that 
hfi had loft by the late bull. Proud of his chains, 
he convened a national fynod immediately on 
his return, to meet at Weftminfter, 17th May, 
and prefided in it as the pope's legate. Thurftan, 
. unwilling to give any marks of fubjecUon to 
William even in this new charafter, did not 
attend this council ; and his fuffragan, the bifliop 
of Durham, alfo fent an excufe. The canons of 
this council feem to have been brought from 
* Rome, as well. as the authority by which they 
were promulgated. In them the marriage of the 
clergy is ftyled the plague of the church, and all 

dignitaries are commanded to exert their moft 

• > 

J* Wilkin. Concil. t. u p. 407. 
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zealous efforts to root it out. The ivives 'of Cent. xir. 
priefls and canons were not only to be feparaled 
from them, but to be banifbed out of the parilh }• 
and if they ever after converfed with their hut' 
bands, they were to be feized by the minifters of 
the church ", and fubjefted to eccle^aftical dif- 
cipline, or reduced to fervitude^ at th6 dife^etJwi 
of the bifhop : and if any perlbns, great br Ha^lii 
attempted to deliver thefe unhappy viSiilis out 
of the hands of the minifters of the chiii-ch, they 
were to be excommunicated^'*-' Thefe cancms ' 
afford a fufficient proof of the* power aftd tyranny 
of the court of Rome, from whence they came; 
and alfo of the great difficulty of eftablifliing ** 

celibacy among the inferior clergy of the church ^ 

of England ; which was far from being accom- r 
plifhed by thefe canons. ^ 

For this reafon the archbifliop of Canterbury „,^. 
convened another council, which met at Lon- Council at 
don, on Monday, September 29th, *A. D* •1129,'^ 
and continued to fit till FViday, Odober 3d; 
The fole defign of this council was, -to contrive 
fome more effeftual means than had yet been 
ufedy to compel the inferior clergy to put' away 
their wives. To accomplifli this end, It was 
decreed, that all priefts who were married fh'^^ld 
piit away their wives on or before the feaft of StJ 
jAndrew: (November 30th) next ; and that thofc 

* 

'^ 'Thefe minifters of the cht/rch were laymen^ and a kind or ec- 
cUfiaftical (heriiFs, who executed tbe# fentencet of ecclefialtical 
couTtt, at the feeular (heriffs executed thofe of the fecqlar courts v* 

i* Wilkin. Concil. 1. 1, pi 4iov Spelmsn Conctl. t. s/p. is/ %6, 
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Cent»xiL.who did not obey this decree, (hould benmme- 
'~^'~^' diately turned out of their churches and houfes, 
and declared incapable of ever holding any office 
or benefice in the church *•. To render this 
decree ftill more effe£tual, the council committed 
the execution of it to the king. But this turned 
out to be very ill policy, and difappointed the 
whole defign. For the king, inftead of com- 
pelling the clergy to, put away their wives^ 
thought it moi^ for his advantage to impofe a tax 
on thofe who chofe to retain them; which, it 
is faid, brought a great fum into the rojal 
coffers^. 
1130* The legantine commiflion which had been fo 
fhc i^H iniprudently accepted by the archbiihop of Can* 
cir. terbury, expired with pope Honorius IL who 

Cariifle had granted it, February 14th, A. D. 1130. On 
founded, ^jj^ ^^ jj^y ^f Ijjg death, two popes were 

chofen, one of which aflfumed the name of Innth 
cent IL and the other of Anojclettts. This fchifin 
continued about nine years, but ?X length ter- 
minated in favour of Innocent, who had been 
, acknowledged by the emperor, and the kings of 
France and England*'. Though the frequent 
fchifms in the papacy in the middle ages were 
very fatal to the proTperity and pretenfions of the 
church of Rome, they were very friendly to the 
rights of other churches. For while ^he rival 
popes were employed in curfmg and deflroying 

s» Wilkin. CoDcil. 1. 1. p. 411. ^ Hen* HiiaU !• 7* p.MOb 
«> Du PijK EccUf. Hia. cent. 1%. ch. j. 
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one another, they had no leifure to difturb the Cent.xii, 
peace or invade the rights of the reft of mankind. 
During this fchifm in particular, the church of 
England was governed by her own prelates, and 
enjoyed great tranquillity to the death of Henry I. 
December ift, A. D. 1135. The moft remark-^ 
able ecclefiaftical tranfa£tion that happened in 
this period was the founding of the bifliopric of 
Carlifle A. D. 1132, of which Adelwald, the 
king's confeffor, was the firft bifliop ^*. 

It was no fmall reproach to the archblihop of -."j^* 
Canterbury, and the other Englifh prelates, that Aibmitto 
they fo fliamefuUy violated their moft folemn p^^^f *** 
oaths to fupport the fucceilion of the emprefs 
Maud, and fo tamely Submitted to the ufurper 
Stephen ^^ To this. they were induced by the 
pompous promiles made by Stephen to the 
church at his coronation, and foon after con- 
firmedin a royal charter *^ For in thofe times 
the advancement of the good of the church, 
i. e. cf its power and riches, 'was efteemed a 
fufficient excule for the moft immoral a£Uons. 
Nor was pope Innocent IL (the pope ac- 
knowledged by* England) more fcrupulous on 
this occafion, than the Englifh prelates. For 
he fent Stephen a bull, confirming his eleSion. 
to, or rather his ufurpation of, the crown ^K 
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' William CorboyI, archbifcop of Canterbury^ 
did not live to fee many pf the fatal effefts of his 
imprudent compliance with the court of Rome^ia 
accepting the legantine* commiffion, nor of the 
countenance he had given to the ufurpation of 
king Stephen. For he died < in the fifteenth year 
of his pontificate, December 1 9th, A. D. 11 27 ^^ 
He feems to have been a weak man, too eafily 
prevailed upon to forget the dignity of his ftation 
and the obligation of his oaths. The archbifliop* 
ric continued vacant . two years and one month, 
contnary to the folemn promifes that had beea 
made by ^ Stephen at his coronation, and in his 
charter. This prince, after the primate's death, 
was fo mean and imprudent as to folicit the pope 
to grant a legantine* convniffion to liis brother 
Henry bifhop of Winchefter ; which he obtained. 
But he was foon convinced that he had no reafon 
to rejoice in this fuccefs. , 

The fchifm in the papacy being healed by the 
death of Anacletus, and the refignation of Viftor 
his fucceffor, A. D. 1138, Innocent IL began 
to meddle more diredly, and in a more mao^- 
fterial manner, in the affairs of, the church of 
England. For though he had granted the legan- 
tine commiffion to Henry bifliop of Winchefter, 
the king's brother, he now fufpended that com- 
miffion, and fent a creature of his own, Alberi- 
cus bifliop of Oftea, as his legate, into England^ 
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This bold ftep was equally difagrceable to the Cenr. xrr, 
king and his , brother. But they had proceeded 
too far in their fubmifSons to the fee of Rome, 
to Hop fliort ; and therefore, after a little hefita- 
tion, Albericus was permitted to execute his 
commiffion^^ In confequence of this, he pre- 
ii ded in a national fynod, which he had fum- 
moned to meet, December 13th, A. D. 1138, 
at "Weftminfter. Jn this fynod fix teen canons 
were promulgated by the fole authority of the 
holy fee, without fo much as mentioning the 
confent ,of the council, though there were feven- 
teen bifliops, thirty abbots, and a great multitude 
of the inferior clergy prefent *^ At the conclu- 
fion of this council, the legate proceeded to a 
ftill more daring invafion of the rights of the 
crown and church of England, by taking the 
lead in the choice of an archbifhop of Canter- 
bury; and by his influence Theobald^ abbot of 
Becc in Normandy, was chofen on the Sunday 
before Chriftmas, and confecrated at Canter- 
bury, by the legate, January 19th, A.D, 1139**. 
This was a cruel difappointment to the king's 
brother, Henry bifliop of Winchefter, who had fet 
, his heart upon the primacy; and fufpefting, not 
without reafon, that the king had fecretly contri- 
buted to his difappointment, he began to form 
fchemes of revenge againft his own brother, which 
he foon difcovered. 

•7 Chron. Gervas apud X Script col. 1344.. 
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Albericus the pope's legate, with Theobald 

the new archbifliop, departing for Rome about 

Quarrel the end of January this year, the bifhop of Win- 

kir^*s"e. chefter refumed the exeVcife of his legantine com- 

phch and miffion,, and governed the church of England 

ththiAo" with a high hand. This haughty, ambitious, 

^h ^*"" ^"^ vindiftive prelate, meditated revenge againft 

all who had contributed to his miflkig the pri- 

inacy, and particularly againft the king, which 

he executed on the following occafion. An in- 

vafion of Englamd by the. emprefs Maud, and 

her natural brother Robert earl of Gloucefter, 

being daily expefted, Stephen thought it necef- 

fary to fecure fuch of the nobility arid clergy as he 

fufpefted of an intention to abandon him . and 

join his rival. Roger bifhop of Salifbury had 

been jufticiary and prime minifter of Henry I. 

who had loaded, him, and his two nephews, 

* Alexander bifhop of Lincolti, and tJigellus 

bifhop of. Ely, with riches and honours. Thefe 

prelates had built feveral ftrong and magnificerit 

caftles, which excited the envy of the nobility as 

well as the jealoufy of the king ; who feized the 

perfons of the bifhops of Salifbury and Lincoln, 

at Oxford, June 26th, and obliged them, with 

the bifhop of Ely, who was taken at the Devizes, 

to furrender all their caflles. This ' tranfa£Uon 

made a prodigious noife. The king's conduft 

was, commended by fome, arid blamed by others ; 

"^ but by none fo much as his own brother the 

. bifhop of Winchefter. That artful prelate think- 

&g this a favourable opportunity of difplaying 

his 
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his own power, and zeal for the immunities cf Cent. xir. 
the church, as well as of gratifying his refent- 
ment, did not fuffer it to efcape. He repaired to 
court ; commanded rather than petitioned the 
king to reftore their caftles to the three bifliops ; 
and meeting with a denial, as he expefted, he 
called a national council to meet at Winchefter, 
Auguft fiSth, and fumraoned the king to appear 
before it to anfwer for his condlufl:. This daring 
infult on the royal dignity would have been pro- 
perly refented by Stephen at another time; but, 

in his prefent circumftanecs, he was obliged to 
temporife. He firft fent certain earls to the 
council, to demand why he had been fummoned ; 
v^ho received this haughty anfwer from the legate : 
That as the king -pretended to be a Chriftian, 
he ought not to be furprifed that he was com- 
** manded by the minifters of Chfift to give 
*' them fatisfa£Hon ; efpecially " as he was conr 
** fcious of the horrid crime of imprifoning 
** .bifliops, and ftripping them of their polfef- 
** fions 'y a crime which had never been beard of 
•* before in any Chriftian age^"*.** The legate 
added. That if the king was not a fool, he 
would come immediately, and fubmit to the 
judgment of the clergy, to whom he owed his 
crown. Though Stephen was greatly irritated at 
the report of his commiiConers, he fupprefled his 
refentment, and fent them back to the council, with 
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Cent.xrr. Alberic de Vere, the moft eloquent pleader of 
that age, to defend his caufe; which was agi- 
tated three days fucceffively, with incredible 
warmth on both fides ; and the council broke up 
at laft in confufion, without having come to any 
decifion''. 
,,41. The civil war between king Stephen and the 

Difputes emprefs Maud broke out immediately after the 

about the * . ^ . 

eieaiongf cohclufion of the above council; and during its 
biftopof continuance there were but few ecclefiaftical 
^^^^' tranfadions of importance. Thurftan archbifhop 
of York having died, February 5th, A. D. 
1 141, the canons of that cathedral proceeded 
immediately to the choice of a fucceffor, without 
fo much as confulting either of the, two rivals 
who were then contending for the crown of Eng- 
land. But thefe canons were unhappily divided 
in their fentiments on this occafion; and while 
one part of them declared for William, treafurer 
of the church of York, and nephew to king 
Stephen, being the fon of his fifter Emma, the 
other made choice of Henry .Murdak, abbot of 
Fountains, in Yorkfhire. This difpute, inftead 
of being carried to the court of England, was 
immediately carried to the court of Rome, where 
it continued depending no lefs than five years, 
at an immenfe expence and trouble ; and was at 
laft determined in favour of the abbot, by the 
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influence of his friend St. Bernard^** So much Cept.xn. 
had the influence of the crown loft, and thjit of ~^^^^\ 
the papacy gained, by the civil wars, which then 
raged with uncommon fury. 

An event which happened in thefe wars, on Theciefuy 
February ad, A.D. 1141, gave the, legate, eouiciiof 
Henry bifliop of Winchefter, an opportunity of Winchcf- 
gratifying his refehtment againft his brother king for the 
Stephen, in its utmoft extent. That prince •*"P"^*' 
having then been taken prifoner at the battle of 
Lincoln, the legate openly joined the party of his 
rival, and by his legantine authority fummoned 
a council* to meet at Winchefter, the week after 
Eafter, in order to bring over all thd reft of the 
clergy to embrace the fame party. I'he legate 
fpent the firft day of the council in private con- 
fultations with the feveral different orders of the 
clergy feparately, in ord^r to difcover their in- 
clinations. On the fecorid day he made a long 
harangue to the council, in which he loaded his 
unhappy brother with reproaches, and greatly 
magnified all the misfortunes and errors of his 
government. After which he concluded in this 
manner : " That . the kingdom might not be 
'' ruined for want of a head, I, by virtue of my 
*' legantine authority, have fummoned you all 
" to this council. Yefterday this great queftion, 
" Which of the two claimants hath the beft right 
•' tp the crown ? was canyaffed privately by the 
clergy of England, to whqm it . chiefly belongs 

7' H. Stubs apud X Script, col. 171 x* 
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fi^*^^^; " to tltOt and ordain kings. And now, having' 
" invoked the divine direftion, we eleft and 
** chufe the daughter of the'Mate pacific, glorious, 
•* rich, good, and incomparable king Henry, 
*^ to be the miftrefs of England and Normandy, 
*^ and \Ve promife her our obedience and 
^* feaky ^V* All who were prefent gave their 
affent to this, cither by gentle acclamations or 
by filence. On the third day the deputies of the 
city of London were introduced to the council, 
and petitioned the legate, the archbifhop, and 
all the clergy, to procure the liberty of their 
king. To convince them that this could not be 
granted, the legate repeated the oration he had 
made the day before ; and then added, *^ That 
it very ill became the citizens of London, who 
were regarded as a kind ctf nobles in England, 
to favour that party of the nobility, who had 
^' abandoned their prince in battle, who had per- 
^* fuaded him to diflionour holy church, and who 
^* feemed to court the Londoners with no other 
« view than to fqueeze money from them'V 
The council broke up on the fourth day, after ex- 
communicating fome of the moft aftive barons of 
the king's party, 
iu». The war 'between the parties of the emprefs 

Jouncii of ^^^ ^^^S Stephen having taken a different turn 
Weftmin- in the courjfe of this year, and that prince having 
(declare^ obtained his liberty, in exchange for the earl of 
IZpSf 'Ploucefter, the legate changed his party once 

V W. Maliiif. liift. Novcf. t. »• p. xoo. 7+ id, jbja. 
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more, and openly declared fo^ the jppg and Cent.xii. 
agaifi/l the empref?. In confequence of this 
change be called a i>atio.naI council^ which met 
5it Weftminfter in th? beginning of December. 
The }5.ing being introduced into the council, 
made bitter complaints of the rebellion of hh 
fubjedsy and of the injuries that he, and his friend^ 
had fuftained. The legate exerted all his elo- 
quence to excufe his former condud, declaring, 
that every thing he had done in favour of th^ 
countefs of Anjou (the njime he now gave the em- 
prefs) had been the effed of conftraint and force. 
Though few believed him, none ventured to con^ 
tradid him but one layman, who flood up, and 
boldly affirmed, that the emprefs had come into 
England in confequence of his frequent and earneit 
folicitations, and had done nqthing but by his di- 
redkion afid advice, f he legat^, without ^lofing his 
temper, or roakiug any anfw.er$ proceeded, with a 
graye face, to excommunicate all the difturbers qf 
the public peace, apd favourers qf the cquqitcfs qf 
Anjou ^K 

The legate hcjd a council at London ?ibout the "43- 
middle of Leiit this year, in order to provide London.*^ 
fome fecurity to the perfons and poffefSpns of t;l^e 
clergy, from tjhat yiolei^ce to which they were 
expofed in the civil wars. With xh[s view tl^e 
following canon .wa$ made : ". Th^t nqqe Wfl¥> 
*• violated a church or ^ch^ch-yar^^ or la^d 
« violent hands on a clerk, fhould be abfolved 

^9 W»Mal|Df.Hift. Novel, hi. p. loS, 109. 
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Cent. XII, " from excommunication by any but the pope." 

*^^'~*~' By this canon (fays a contemporary hiftorian) the 

rapacity of the kites was a little reftrained '*. 

ii4s» * The legate, elated by his legantihe authority, an4 

Scheme j^jg ^^^^^ intereft at the court of Rome, is faid to 

for making o • <-v t 

Winchcf- have formed a fcheme of getting Winchefter ereaed 
archbi-. ^^^ ^^ archbifliopric by the pope. This fcheme, 
ihopric. jf ^e may believe an ancient hiftorian, was carried 
fo far, that pope Lucius fent the legate a pall, and 
intended to have afligned him feven bifhops for 
his fuflfragans ". However this may be, this de- 
fign was difappointed either by the death of the 
pope, the confiifions of the ' times, or feme other 
caufe. 
"4». Theobald archblftiop of Canterbury had been 
Jthcrms.^ greatly mortified by that fuperiority of rank and 
power which his fuflfragan the bifliop of Win- 
chefter poffeffed, by his legantine commiffion, 
and his near relation to the king. Many difputes 
arofe between thefc two prelates, which were 
carried to the court of Rome, and profecuted 
with great eagemefs'^ Pope Eugenius III. 
propofed to hold a' council at Rheims in Lent, 
A.D. 1 148, to which he fummoned the arch- 
bifliop of Canterbury and feveral EngUOi 
bifliops. The lejgate perfuaded his brother king 
Stephen to prohibit the primate from attending 
that council; hoping, that if the archbiihop 
flighted that prohibition, he would offend the 

7* R. Hoveden» Annal. p. aSo. col. 1. 

77 Atiglia Sapr», t. !• p. 300. Diceto apud X fcript. col. 508. 

7« G^fvai ^pud X Sfcriptl col. f 665. 
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king; and if he obeyed it, he would incur the Cent.xn. 
difpleafiire of the pope. In this dilemma^ Theo- '^^'^"'^ 

V bald, cbufing rather to difobey his feciilar than 
his fpiritual fovereign, made his efcape out of 
England, and was honourably receivjed by the 
pope at Rheims. If ever Theobald received a 
commiflion, as fome authors afSnn, of bein^ 

* legatus natus^ as it was called, it was probably at 
this time^'. On his return to England, he was 
fo ill received by Stephen, that he thought proper 
to retire again to France, till a kind of recon- 
ciliation was patched up, that was never' cordial 
on either fide ^. 

Theobald archbifhop of Canterbury being now '«5?- 
reftored to his fee, and alfo invcfted with the ^^**^ 
legantine authority, held a general council of the , 

Englifh clergy, at London, about the middle c£ 
Lent, A. D. 1151. We hear of no canons that 
were made in this council; and though king 
Stephen, his eldeft fon prince Euftace, and the 
chief nobility of England, were prefent, its peace 
was much difturbed, and its authority diminifhed, 
by appeals to Rome from its decrees, of which 
no fewer than three were taken *^ This prafticc 
of appealing to Rome from an Englifli council, 
had only been introduced a few years before, by 
the late legate, Henry bifliop of Winchefter; 
and fo great progrefs had it already made, that; 

79 Antiqnit. Britan. p, 117. 

'* Gervas a(i\ul X Script, col* 1666. 8> Hen. Hunt. U t. p. %%f» 
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Ceni.XXl« all ccclefiaftical caufes of importance wisre finally 
W','T^.'' ^grinined in the court of Rome. 
1154- Englaad, in the three lift years of king Ste. 

^%il P^^^'^ ^**8^' ^^^ ^ ^^^"^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^^ cQufufion, 
phcD. ^' that no ecclefiaftical councils were held ; and the 
difputes which then began to arife between fc 
veral rich abbeys, and the biihpps of thofe dio- 
cefes in which they lay, iibout their lexiemption 
from epifcopal jurifdiaion, will faJl more properly 
tQ be related in the next fedioij. Death put an 
• end to the unfortunate life and unhappy reign oi 
this prince,^ Oftober 25, A. D. j 154* 
fineroach. In the period we have been now delineating, 
Se "papacy *Ke papacy madie gre^it encroachments, both on 
6nthe <he prerogatives of the crpwn and the pnvi- 
SuKh!""* leges of the church of England. On the prero- 
gatives of the crown, by depriving the king 01 
the right of granting inveftiture to his prelates, 
and diminiHiing his influence in their ele&ion; 
pn the privileges of the church and clergy, by 
.eftablifliing the legant^ne authority, — ^by enfor- 
cing celibacy on the inferior cleigy, — ^and by 
. drawing all ecclefiaftical caules of importance to 
Rome, by appe^ils. 

Ecdefiaf- ' AUTHENTIC materials for a church-hiftory of 
IlTy if Scotland are ftill very fcanty in this period, and 
Scotland, are chiefly to be found in the Englifli hiftorians. 
Turgot bi- After the fee of St. Andrew's had continued a 
ftopofst. confiderable time vacant, Turgot. prior of Dur- 
ham was recommended to Alexander L king of 

. ScotJafld 
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Scotland by He»ry I. and elefted to fupply that Cent.xrr. 
racancy. A, D. 1107. But a difpute having ^'**"^^"*^ 
arifen between king Alexander and Thurftan 
archbiihop of York, about the independency of 
the church of Scotland, the confecration of Tur- 
got did not immediately take place. When this 
difpute had fubfifted above a year,. Henry L in- 
tcrpofed, and prevailed upon Thurftan to confe- 
c^-ate the cleft cf St. Andrew's, without exafting 
a profeffion of canonfcal obedience, leaving the 
rights of all parties entire, to be determmed on 
fome future occafion**. Turgot was accordingly 
confecrated at York, Auguft ift, A. D. 1109; 
from whence he went into Scotland, and go- - 
verri^d that church for fome years widi prudence, 
and in peace ^^ At length, fome difference break- 
ing cmt between the king and him, he obtained 
leave to pay a vifit to his friends in England ; 
where he died, at Durham, March 30th, A. D. 

One William, a monk of St. fidmundlbury,^ A.D.nao-^ 
feems to have fucceeded Turgot in the fee of bcflran* 
St. Andrew's; but he either refigned or was de- the king of 
prived before his confecration: after which there andEra. 
was a vacancy of confiderable duration '^ At JJ""*^gj 
length king Alexander fent a letter to Ralph Andrw*«I 
archbifhop of Canterbury, A. D. 11 20, defiring 
him to fend Eadmerus, one of the monks of his 

** Sim. Dunelm. apud X Script, col. ao7. 

'3 Chron. Melros* ad ano. 1109* ^^ Sim. Dunelm. col. %o%. 

" Eadmer^ p i3». . 
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Cent. XII. cathedral) of whom he had heard a high cha- 
rafter, into Scotland, to be raifed to the primacy 
of his kingdom. With this* defire the arch* 
bifhop, having alio obtained the confent of king 
Henry, joyfully complied; and Eadmerus was 
difpatched with a very ftrong letter of recom- 
mendation. He was kindly received by the 
king ; and, on the third day after his arrival, he 
was eleSed bifliop of St. Andrew's, with much 
unanimity. But on the very day after his elec- 
tion, an unhappy difpute arofe between the king 
and him, in a private conference about his con-r 
fecration. Eadmerus having been a conflant 
companion of the late and of the prefent arch- 
bifhops of Canterbury, was a violent ftickler for 
the prerogatives of that fee. He therefore told 
the king, that he was determined to be confe- 
crated by none but the archbifliop of Canter- 
bury, who he believed to be the primate of all 
Britain. Alexander, who was a fierce prince, 
and fupported the independency of his crown 
and kingdom with great fpirit, was fo much of- 
fended that he broke off the conference in a 
violent paffion, declaring that the fee of Canterr 
bury had no pre-eminency over that of St. An- 
drew's**. This breach between the king and 
the biftiop-eleft became daily wider, till at 
length Eadmerus, defpairing of recovering ^hc 
royal favour, fent his paftoral ring to the king, 
and laid his paftoral ftaff on the high altar, from 

'* Eadiner» p* »3S. 

whence 
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whence he had taken it, and, abandoning his Cent.xii. 
bifhopric, returned to England. He was kindly ~^'"^'"' 
received by the archbifliop and clergy of Can- 
terbury, though they difapproved of his ftifF- 
nefs, and thought him too hafty in forfaking the 
honourable ftation to which he had been called. 
Nor wa3 it long before Eadmerus became fenfible 
of his error, and defirous of corredHng it. With 
this view he wrote a long fubmiffive letter to the 
king of Scotland,' intreating his leave to return 
to his bilhopric, promifing compliance with his 
royal pleafure in every thing refpeding his con- 
fecration, which was accompanied by an epiftle 
to the fame purpofe from the archbifliop ^^ But 
thefe letters, which were written A. D. 1122, did 
not produce the defiired effed. 

King Alexander L had fucceeded fo ill in his AD.11S4. 
applications to England, that he determined to ^o*^of**sr' 
raife one of his own fubje£ls to the primacy of Andrew*^ 
his kingdom ; and Robert, prior of Scone, was 
elected bifhop of St. Andrew's in January A. D. 
1 1 34 ^^ But the fame difficulties occurring 
about his confecration, it did not take place till 
long after the death of king Alexander, which 
happened April 26th this year. This prince was 
a confiderable benefador to the church, founded 
the abbeys of Scone and St. Columbe, was at 
much expence in colleding relics and clerical 
ornaments; and though naturally haughty in his 

^7 Eadmer, p. 139, 140. 
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Cent. XII* deportment, behaved with much condeiceiiiion to 

'^'"'^ ' the clergy *'. 

A.D.1116. The reign of St» David, who fucceeded his 

si. David brother Alexander, was the golden age of the 
church and churchmen in Scotland. The fa- 
mous John de Crema arrived in Scotland, A. D. 
1 1 26, as legate from the pope, and held a coun« 
cil at Roke(borough, in which the king was 
prefent. But the decrees of this, as well as of 
many other Scotch councils, are loft, though it 
- is probable they were much the fame with thofe 
of the council which wa« cekbrated foon after 
at London, and chiefly intended to enforce th^ 
celibacy of the clergy^. In the courfe of his 
reign, king David ereded the four biihoprics 
of Rofle, Brechin, Dunkeld, and Dumblane; 
founded and endowed the abbeys of Jedburgh, 
Kelfo, Melrofe, Newbottle, Holyroodhoufe, 
KinloiTe, Cambufkenneth, Dundrennan, and 
Holmcuttram in Cumbei*land; befides fevend 
religious houfes in New^ftle, CarUfle, Berwick, 
and other places^'. The performance of all 
this in twenty-nine years, by the fovereign of fo 
fmall a ftate as Scotland, was certainly too great 
an exertion, and muft havie greatly diminifhed 
the lands and revenues of the crown. This 
pious prince died at Carlifle, May 25th, A. D. 



■» Ethelrcd, apud X Scnpt. col. 368. 
90 Simeon Dunelm. col. sfa, %s%* 
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1 154, exadly five months before tKe death of king Cent.xir. 
Stephen^*, 



SECTION m. 

The eccleftajiical hijiory of Great Britain^ from 

A. D. 1 154, to A. D. iiSg, 

THOUGH the court of Rome had. made »»54. 
great encroachments both on the inde- comcftbe- 
pendency of the church, and the prerogatives of ^"^^^^ ^^* 
the crown of England, in the preceding period, and ih« 
that court was far frorti being fatisfied with its ^**"'"^^* 
acquifitions, but continued to profecute its am- 
bitious fchemes with unwearied ardour and con- 
fun^mate policy. This occafioned fuch violent 
callifions between the crown and mitre, in the 
reign of Henry II. as very much difturbed the 
government, and even fliook the throne, of that 
great prince. 

One of the firft ecclefiaftical aflfairs that gave ^^ss- 
Henry II. any trouble, was the claim which exempted 
fome of the richeft abbeys began about this fromcpi. 

J . . r f . icopal ju. 

time to advance, to an exemption from the ju- rifiiiaioji. 
rifdiftion of their bilhops. A difpute on this 
fubjed between Walter abbot of Battle abbey, 
and his diocefan Hilary bifliop of Chichefter, 
was agitated in feveral councils in this and the 
two fucceeding years ; and at length was deter- 



9> Simeon Ounelm. col. 281. 
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Ont.xii* mihed in favour of the abbot, who pleaded a 
charter of exemption grantfed to his abbey by its 
founder William the Conqueror \ The fuccefs 
of this abbot encouraged the hopes apd enflamed 
the ambition of his brethren, fome of whom did 
not fcruple to forge charters of exemption. But 
thefe forgeries were fo ill executed, that they 
were generally deteSed*. This engaged others 
to apply to Rome for bulls, fubjefting them- 
felves immediately to the pope^ and exempting 
them from the jurifdiSion of their ordinaries. 
Robert, abbot of St. Albans, was the firft who 
obtained fuch a bull from pope Adrian IV. an 
Englifliman, who had fpent fome years of his 
youth in the abbey of St. Albans ^ Abbot 
Robert did not owe his fuccefs entirely to this 
circumftance : for his hiftorian acquaints us, that 
he prefented his holinefs with three mitres and a 
pair of fandals of exquifite workmanfhip, and 
divided two hundred 'marks among the blood-, 
fuckers of the court. This abbot foon after ob- 
tained, by the fame means, two other bulls ; the 
one granting him and his fuccelTors, permifGon to 
wear the epifcopal ornaments, and the other ap- 
pointing the parochial procefTions and offerings 
of Hertfordlhire, at Whitfuntide, to be made 
to the church of St. Albans, and not to the ca- 
thedral of Lincoln \ Thefe bulls, which di* 



> Spelman Coticil. t. s. p. 53-— sS. 

» Petr. Blefenf. Epift. 6S. p. io», 

3 M. Parity Viu Abbat. p. ^6» ^ Id. p. 47. 
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miniflied both the power and revenues of the Cennxii.. 
biihop of Lincoln, gave rife to viplent difputes *~^'"'*^ 
^th that prelate ; which, by the mere force of 
bribery, terminated in favour of the abbey K 
Many other abbots, in different parts of Eng- 
land^ made iimilar applications to the court of 
Rome ; and, by employing the fame means, ob* 
tained the fame exemptions, and became mitred 
abbots. This innovation very much diflurbed 
the ancient order of church-government,^ by di- 
minifhing the epifcopal and increaiing the papal 
power. But none felt the fatal effeds of thefe 
exemptions fo fenfibly as thofe who had obtained 
them. For the exempted abbots were fo much 
haraffed by expenfive journies to Rome, and by 
the various exadions of that infatiable court, that 
they had great reafon to lament the fuccefs of 
their ambition. 

Henry n. in the fecond year of his reign, in- 115^. 
advertently contributed to exalt the power and ^^tL'Is?' 
pretenfions of the pope (under which he and his g«nt of 
fucceffors fo feverely fmarted), by accepting a from the 
grant of the kingdom of Ireland from Adrian IV; P^P** 
For the foliciting or even accepting of this grant, 
was a plain acknowledgment, that the pope had 
a right to deprive the Irifli princes of their do* 
minions, and to beftow them upon another : and 
in the body of the grant his holinefs takes Care 
to mention this acknowledgment. ^^ For it is 
•^ undeniable (fays he), and your majefty ac» 

5 M, Paris, V'lt. Abbat. p. 4S— 53* 
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Gent. xii. « knowledges ky that all ifiands oq which Gbanik^ 
^^"^ ^ the fun of righteoufiiefs, hadi ihiiied, aoid 
^^ which have recced the Chriftiait £3ti£h, fae« 
^ long of right to St. Pet^-, and the moft holy 
^ Roman church*/* A daagerous propofhion, 
to which a Idng of Engla^ ought neveir to have 
given any countetkanjce* But the wifeft princes 
are fometimes fo blinded by their ambition^ as 
not to fee the moit obvious confequences o£ their 
conduct. 
1159. A company of about thirty men and women. 

Some per- ^j^ fpoke the German language^ appeared in 

ions con- ■» • o o ' rr 

demned England at this titne, and foon attraded the at- 
nifliedfor teiTtion of government by the fingularity of their 
herefy. rellgTous ptadtices and opinions. It is indeed 
very drfScult to difcover with certainty what their 
opinions were, becaufe they are recorded only 
by our monkifh hiftorians, who fpeak of them 
with much afperity. They were apprehended, 
and brought before a council of the clergy at 
, (>xford. Being interrogated about their reli- 
gion, their teacher, named Gerard, a man of 
learnxng, anfwered, in their name, that they 
were Chriftians, and believed the dodrines oif 
the apoftles. Upon a more particular enquiry 
it. was found, that they denied feveral of the re- 
ceived doftrines of the church, as purgatory, 
prayers for the dead, and the invocation of 
faints; and, refufihg to abandon thofe damnable 
herefies, as they were called, they were con- 

7 demned 
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dbnuned as incomgibk heretics^ and deKvered Ceiu.xii« 
to tbtf fecakr atm to Ije pmdlhed. The king, ^**^ 
2it the inftigation of the cl^rgy^ cbitimanded 
lliein to be branided wkh a reci-bot iircm on the 
.foiiehead, ta be wfaipt tivfoagftf the fbsets of Ox* 
ford, and havfikg theiif dotlies cut fhort by theb 
girdles, to be t\imed cut iota the opea fields^ adl 
^nfom being for l&iden tei^ afibrd them any ihdtteif 
or relief imd^r the fevered: peiisilties.. Tt^ cruel 
(enteifece waii executed in its - utmoff rigour ; and 
it bd&g the depth of ivihter, all thefe unhappy 
perfims periiicd Tvith oDld and hui^er ^ Thde 
fecm to have been the &rk irho fiifered deatb ai 
Britain fi)r the tag'vie and variaibte crime of i he» 
refy ; atid it vkaiH hatve been moch to the koik 
nour of e^ar country if fbey hold been the laft.^ 

Oa Ae de^ of Adrian- lV;Sepieftiber rft, »>«o. 
A. D.'i^59^.thew happened «!ioch» fchifm ii> fhep™*"* 
the papacy ^* 06:^>^ian, who ^f^otfned the taxai p^cy. 
of Vi^or W. hieing ehofen ft>f .crfie part- of the 
canrdihati^; and Roland, whioi took did Aame of 
AieMtider IIL by another. The firft xA thefe 
Was received as pope by the emp«it»r Frederic; 
^irhite the kings of France and Efvgiaifd, after 
Ibme deHberarion, ackno^viledged t&e latter *• 
This fchtfiii continued about fifteen year$, and 
*iira$ tlife occatficm of much eeixfufion m the 



f W« Keubi^. 1. <• c. tj'. Item, p« 631. J. Hroiapt. coU 1050* 
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Cennxir. Theobald archbifhop of Canterbury died, 
^\l^ April 1 8th, A. D, 1161, in the twenty-fecond 
Archbi. year of his pontificate ; and^ after a vacancy of 
ob1i?ddi!M, ^^^^ t^^tti a year, was fucceeded by one who 
»n^»«^"c- makes a moft confpicuoUs figure in the eccle- 
Thomas^ fiaiUcat auuals of England. This -was the fa* 
^^^^» tnous Thomas Becket, who was the occafion of 
much political contention during his life, and 
the obje£l of much fuperftitious veneration after 
his death. He was bom in London, A. D. 
1119} and ftudied in the univerfities of Oxford, 
Fkris, and Bononia, die moft celebrated feats of 
learning jn thofe times ^ Haviiig got into the 
£unily and favour of archtofhop Theobald, he 
was made archdeacon of Canterbury and provoft 
of Beveriy; and, by the eameft recommenda* 
tt<»i of that prelate to Henry IL he was ap- 
pointed chancellor of England, A. D. 1158/**. 
In tins iladon he paid his court fo fuccefsfuUy to 
his royal mafter, not only by his dex;terity in bu- 
'finefe, but alio by his jfplendid manner of living, 
^and agreeable converfation, that be became lus 
greateft favourite, and his chief companion in 
his amufements. The king was in Normandy 
when he heard of Theobald's death, and imme^ 
diately r^olved to raife his chancellor to the 
•primacy, in hopes of governing the church of 
England by his means in perfed tranquillity. 

9 J. Broinpt. apud X Script, col. io5». Genru, ibid, col, i66t. 
*^ J. Broinpt. col. 1057, lojS. 
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The emprefs Maude, the king's mother, endea- c«n*,xiL 
voured to difluade her fon from this defign, and ^ '^~ 
the clergy and biihops of England oppofed the 
promotion of Becket, which retarded it above a 
year ". But fuch was Henry's fondnefs for his 
favourite, that he was deaf to all advice, and 
overcame all oppofition, and the chancellor was 
elected archbifhop at Weftminfter,'^June 3d, and 
was confecrated at Canterbury, June 6tb, A. Di 
1163". 

As foon as Becket found himfelf firmly feated n^** . 
in the archiq)ifcopal chair of Canterbury, he difobiiges 
fuddenly changed his whole deportment and the king. 
manner of life, and from the gayeft and mod 
luxurious courtier, became the moft auftere and 
folemn monk^* One of his firft aflions aftev 
his promotion, equally irritated and furprifed the 
king. This was his refignation of the chan-» 
cellor's office, without having confulted the inw 
clination of his beneficent mafter, by whom he 
had been loaded with wealth s^nd honours "V 
Before Henry returned to England, in January 
A. D. 1 163, he had received fo many complaints 
of the feverities of the new primatCji that he be* 
came fenfible, when it was too late, that; he had 
made a wrong choice* When Becket therefore 
w^ted upon him at Southampton, it lyas ob* 
ferved by the whole court, that though he was 
treated with refpeft, he was not received with the 

1' Epift. Divi. Tboin«,/U >• Epift. i»6. p. 190. 
» Gcrvuy col. 1669. '3 14* ibi4* 

H Qjiadrilog* 1, i. c. in* 
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fame inarks of fiieridflup as on £:mner occa* 
fions ^K The king at tbe fame liine gave a ftiH 
plidner proof of his diflarisfaSion with the pri- 
Bsatej by obliging him to r^fign the archdea* 
oonry of Canteibur y, which l\c did with great re- 
Uiaance**. * 

Alexander UL the pope ackiH>wledged by the 
kings of France and England, held a general 
council of the prelates of hie party at Tours, in 
April A.D. 1163 '\ The archbifhop of Can- 
terbury was prefent at thi^ council ; and was 
treated rath every poffible mark of refpeO: and 
honour by the pope and cardinals, who were not 
ignorant that vanity and the love of admiration 
wece his predominant paffions*^ It is highly 
probable, that st this interview Becket was ani- 
ma/ted by the pope in his defign of becoming the 
champion for the liberties of the church and 
the immunities of the clergy. This much at 
kaft is certain, that, foon after his return, he 
began to profecut€ this defign with lefs referve 
than formerly, wl^h produced an open breach 
between him and his fovereign ^. 

Nothing oould be more oppofite than the fen- 
timent^ and views of the king and primate, con- 
cerning the immunities and independency which 
began to be claimed by the clergy about this 
time. The former . was determined to be the 



« Diceto apud X Script, col. 554. *« Id. ibid. 

»7 Du Pin, cent. i». p. ti$. *« Vita 6. T. Becket, c. 14. p.i8. 
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foveragn of all his fubjefts^ ctergy as wdl as Cent.xii, 
laity ; to oblige them to ob^ his laws^ or to 
anfwer for their difobedience in his courts of- 
juftice: the latter maintained that dbe clergy 
were fubjeft only to the laws of the church, 
Were to be judged only in fpiritual . courts^ and 
to be jHiniihed only by ecclefiaftical cenfurcs *^ . 

The diffolute lives of the clergy at this time^ Council of 
and the atrocious crimes committed by fome of ^p*^"™***"' 
them, made It necefiary to bring this qu^ion to 
a fpeedy iffue*\ In order to this, the king 
called a council of the clergy and nobility at 
Wcftmmfter ; which he opened with ah exoel- 
lent fpeech, in which he complained of the mit 
chiefs occafioned by the thefts, robberies, and 
Tnurdd*s, committed by the clergy with impu- 
nity; and concluded with requiring, that the 
archbifhop and the other bilbops would confent, 
that when a clerk was degraded for any crime, 
•he fiiould be ithmediately delivered to the king's 
officers, that he might be punilhed for the fanae 
crime, according to the laws of the land **. The 
primate, dreading the compliance of the other 
bifhops with fo reafonable a demand, earneftly 
intreated that they might be allowed to hold a > 
private conference amongft themfelves before 
they returned an anfwer; which was granted. 
Jn this conference, the other biChops acknow* 

so Gervas apud X Script, col. i670« Vita S.Thomae. p. 33. R. 
HovedtD, pars poderiar, p. s^x. co). }• . 
*' V^. Neubngtiif. 1. a. c. i6. p. 15S. 
^* Stepbaoidesi Vita t>« Thomae, p. 19. 

Z4 ledged, 
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Cfot.xn. Icdged, that the king's demand appeared to 
them to be agreeable to reafon, law, and fcrip- 
ture. But the primate infilled with fo much 
warmth and obftinaqr on the immunities granted 
to the clergy by the canons of the church, that 
he filenced all . his brethren, and perfuaded them 
to return this anfwer to the king, — That they 
could not comply with his demand. On this the 
council broke up in confufion ^K 
I X64. Though Henry had not been fuccefsful in his 
^""^^i lirft attempt to perfuade the clergy to relinquifli 
obey the the penuaous immumties to which tney laia 
tiont'ef" claim, he determined to carry bis point, if pof- 
Clarendon, fiblc, and had frequent conferences with the pri- 
mate and other prelates, in which he employed 
every art to prevail upon them to comply with 
his dcfire. At length, by the eameft intreaties 
of his friends, Becket began to yield a little; 
and waiting upon. the king at Oxford, he con- 
fented to promife obedience to the laws of the 
. ' land, without annexing to this promife, as he 
had always done before, a faving of the privi- 
leges of his order *^. The king, highly pleafed 
with this fuccefs, and refolving to have this con- 
fent of the prelates, to obey the laws of the land 
without referve, ratified in the mod folemn man- 
ner, called a parliament or great council of the 
clergy and barons to meet at Clarendon, on the 
feftival of St. Hilary, A. D. 1164*^ But be- 



*J Stepbanides, Vita S. Thomae, p. 31, 
*4 Vita S» Thome, c. %o» p. 37. 
*S Gtrvzz apud X Script. coL i3t5« 
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fore the meeting of this aflembly, Becket had Ctntxit. 
again changed his mind, and when he appeared 
before the council, he obftinately refufed to pro- 
xnife obedience to the laws in the terms to which 
he had agreed at Oxford. At this the king was 
equally difappointed and enraged, the raoft vio- 
lent debates between the bifhops and the barons - 
enfued, which continued three days, in which 
time every poflible mean was ufed to overcome 
the obftinacy of the primate, and even threats of 
immediate violence were not fpared. At laft, 
by the tears and ihtreaties of two knights-tem- 
plars, Richard of Haftings and Hofteus of Bo- 
lonia, for whom he had a great efteem, he was 
again foftened, and appearing before the coun-* 
cil, he, with all the other biihops, folemnly pro- 
mifed and fwpre, in the vsrords of truth, and 
without any referve, to obey all the royal laws 
and cuftoms which had been eftabiifhed in Eng- 
land in the reign of his majefty^s grandfather 
Henry I. ** - Thefe laws and cuftoms, com- 
monly called tbe Conjiitutions of Clarendon^ were 
put in writings read in the council, and oii^ 
copy of them delivered to the primate, another 
to the archbifhop of York, and a third depo- 
fited among the records of the kingdom *% 
Thefe famous conftitutions, which wiere fixteen 
^in number, reduced ecclefiaftics of all denomi- 
nations to a due fubjedion to the laws of their 

*6 Vita S. Thomfle, 1. i. c. £!• p. 39. 

^7 Gervas apod X Script, col. 1386^ 1381. 

country. 
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Cent. XII. country, limited the jurifdi£tion of fpiiitaal 
'-^ -''*-'' courts, guarded againft appeals to Rome, ^k1 
the pronouncing of interdids and excommuni- 
cations, without the confent of the king or his 
jufticiary*'. In a word, they were in all re- 
fpefts wife and juft ; but at the fame time fo evi^ 
. dently calculated to put a flop to the encroach- 
ments of the court of Rome, and to fet bounds 
to the extravagant immunities of the clergy, 
that they were equally odious to both ; who 
never fpeak of them but in the harfhefl terms ^. 
Henry made fome attends to prevail upcm the 
pope, who was under great obligations to him, 
to give his fan^on to the conftitutions of Cla- 
rendon ; but in vain ^. 
Beckctat- ^g it was with vifible reluftance that Becket 
leave Eng- had fwoHi to obcy thofb hated conftitutions ; fo 
i$ put back. ^^ ^^^^ began to give indications of his repent- 
ance, by extraordinary a£ls of mortificaticm, and 
by refraining from performing the facred offices 
of his fundion^\ He alfo ^^fpatched a fpecial 
meifenger, with an account of what had 'hap- 
pened, to the pope; who fent him a bull, re- 
leafing him from the obligation of his oath, and 
enjoining him to refume the duties of his facred 
office^*. But though this bull reconciled his 
confcience to the violation erf his oath, it *did 



«' Geryas apud X Script, col. 1386. 1388. M. Parit, p.7f. 
Spelman. Con. t. «. p. 63, 64. *9 M. Paris, p. 71. 

so Bpiftolas Thp. Cantuar. 1. 1. £p. 4* p. ia> 
31 Vita S« Thomar, €• %%, p*4o» >* M«.Pan89 p. 71, 71. 

not 
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not djfptiel bi$ fears of the royal indignation; to C^nt.xir. 
avoid which, he, delermiaed to retire pri«rat6}y ^**'*v^*^ 
out of the kingdoixu . With this intention he ' 
went to the port of Romney, accempanied coly 
by two faithfui frieods^ ' ahd there ctnbarked fc* 
France j hut bekig twice piA back by . contrary 
winds, he landed, and fietumed to Canterboiy;. 
About the fame tkne the king's officers came to 
that city, with oxtlers to feize hk goods and 
revenue^s ; bttt, on his appearing, they defifted 
from executing thefe orders ^^ Canfiiotts that he 
had trau^fgrefled thofe laws which he had fwtom 
to ohferve, by attempting to leave the kitigdom 
withouft permi^on, he waited upon the kkg af: 
Woodftock ; who received him widioiit any other 
expreffion of difpleafure^ than a&ing him, if be ilad 
left England becaufe he thought it too iitde to cott^< 
tain them both ^ ? 

Soon after this interview, frefli mifunderftand- Trat^^'c* 
ings arofe between the king and the primate, who ' the par. 
publicly protefted the clergy from thofe puniflw ^^"1?.^*^ 
naents which their crimes deferved, and flatly airpton. 
refufed to obey a fummons to atiend the king's 
court. Henry was fo much enraged at thofe 
daring infuits on the laws and the royal authorky, 
that he d^ermined to call him to an account for 
them before his peers, in a parliatnent which he 
fummoned to meet at Northamptoii, Odober 

3f M.Paris, p. 71, 71. Vita S. Thomae, c. ai* p. 22* Dtceio 
apud X Script* col. 537. 
24 Vita S. Thomae, p. 43. 
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Ceiit.xiL lyth^ A.D. ii64^K This parliament was un* 
commonly full, as the whole nation was deeply 
interefted in the iflbe of this conteft between the 
crown and the mitre'*. On the firft day, the 
king in perfon accufed the archbiihop of c<Hitu- 
macy, in refufing to attend his court when he 
was fummoned : againft which accuTation hav- 
ing made only a very weak defence, he was un- 
animoully found guilty, by the biihops, as well 
as by the temporal barons, and all his goods and 
chattels were declared to be forfeited". To this 
fentence Becket, with much reludance, fub- 
mitted ; and the king agreeing to accept of five 
hundred pounds for the forfeiture, the biffiops 
became fureties for their primate. On the fecond 
day of the parliament, the king made a demand 
of five hundred pounds which he had lent to 
Becket when he was chancellor; who alleged^ 
in his own defence, that this fum had been given 
to him, and not lent. But not being able to 
produce any evidence of this grant, he was ad- 
judged to repay the money. To this fentence he 
alfo fubmitted; and prevailed upon five of his 
vaflals to become his fureties, the biihops declin- 
ing to be any further bound '*. But, on the 
third day, be;ng Saturday, a much heavier de- 
mand was made on the archbiihop by the king, 

J' M, Parity p. 71, 

36 See Appendix to Lord Lyttehon's Hidory of Heni^ 11. toL 4. 
Oftavoy p. 4iS. 

37 Vita S. Tbom«, 1. 1, c 95. p. 47* ^f Id. ibid. c. %$. p. 4S. 

who 



Clu X. §i, R £ L lO I O N. 349 

who gave in a charge of no lefs a Aim than two Cent, xil 

hundred and lifty thoiifand marks, which he 

affirmed that prelate had recdved from vacant 

benefices while he was chancellor, and required 

the parliament to oblige him to account for that 

fuin. Becket, aftoniihed at this demand, begged 

leave to confult with his brethren the bimops 

apart,' before he returned an anfwer ; which was 

granted. When thefe prelates had retired into a 

feparate room, and their primate had demanded 

their advice, they differed, very widely in thfeir 

opinions ; fome (who were in the intereft of the 

court) advifmg him to refign his fee, as the only 

means of appealing the king's wrath and pre* 

ferving himfelf from ruin ; while others oppofed 

this as a dangerous precedent, and too great an 

a£t of fubmiflion to the civil power. When they 

could not come to any unanimous refolution, 

Becket fent meffengers to the king and barons, 

to crave a (hort delay ; which was granted till 

Monday '^ The proceedings of this day ftruck 

terror into fo many of Becket's retainers, that 

when he returned to his lodgings, he was attended 

by very few. On Monday he was feized with a 

violent colic, which put it out of his power to 

appear in parliament; but he fent a folemn 

promife that he would appear on the next day, 

though he fhould be carried in his bed. Early 

on Tuefday morning many of the bifhops waited 

upon him in his chamber, and earnefUy intreated 

19 Viu S. Thorovy hi. c. 27. p. 489 491 50. 

him 
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Cetfr.xii. Km to refign his office; affuting Jdnr, thaKif lie 
did not, he* would her tried for pferjtny and M^ 
treafott. But be reproached them bitterty - for 
dcfertihg him kvthis cont^; charged them not 
to prefume to fit in ju(%meiit upon their prf- 
rnatc ; and affured them, that though he ihouH 
be burnt alive, he would not abandon his ftation, 
nor forlake his flock. Having celebrated mafs, 
he fet out from his houfe, dreffed in his pontifical 
robes, with a confecrated hoft in one hand ; aacf 
when he approached the hall where the king and 
parliament fat, he took the crofs from the bearer, 
M:d carried it in the other hand**. When the 
king was informed of the pofture ki which the 
primate was advancmg, he retired haftily into 
an inner room, commanding all the biihops and 
barons to follow him. Here he complained in 
very fevere terms of the intolerable audacity of 
Becket ; and was anfwered by the barons, *• That 
he had always been a vain and obftinate man, 
and ought never to have been raifed tofo high 
a ftation: that he had been guilty of high 
** treafon, both againft the king and kingdom ; 
and they demanded that he (hould be imme- 
diately -puniflied as a traitor*'.** The cla- 
mours of the barons againft Becket became fo 
loud and vehement, that Roger archbifhop of 
York, apprehending that they would proceed to 
aSs of violence, retired haftily, that he might 
not be a witnefs of the bloody fcene. The 

^ Vita 9^ Thomae, 1. 1. c. 30. • 4t Id. ibid. c. s I- 

biibop- 
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bftihop of Exeter ^eoi into the great haU, where 9^' '^^^ 

the primate &t almoft aloae^ aod, falling at his^ 

£Qec^ Gonji»cd him to take pity oq himfeif and 

OA his tnpethrea, ami preferve them all from de* 

ftn^£|)oi^ by complying wilh the king's wilU 

Btti, vith a flern ccuntenancig, be commanded 

lam to be g^ne. The bifliops^ appfeheaaiive o£ 

ficurrhig the iadi^iatian of the pope, if thc]^ 

proceeded to fit in judgBaent on their primate, 

amd of the king and barons if they refufed, 

begged that they might be allowed to hold a 

pdLvsite coofukation i which was granted* Afte£; 

ik^beratiag ibnie .timie, they agreed to renounce 

all fiib)ed;ioa to Becket a$ their primate;^ ta 

profecule him for perjury before the pope ; and, 

if poHible> to ptocure his depofition. This refo* 

lidiaon they . reported to the king and barons.; 

vrho, not biowiqg thai Becket had already ob«- 

. tained a^ buU fromi the pope, abfolving him from 

his oath,, too ralUy gave tbeir content ;, and the 

biflkops went inta the ball in a body> and intimated 

' their refolut^on to the archbifhop ; ' who, not 

ddignittg to give them* any anfwer, except, 

*« Ihcar,'* a profound filence enfued"**. In the 

mean time, the king and. barons came to a ^efo« 

kuioii, that if the archbifliop did not imme- 

diatefy give in his accounts, they would declare 

him guilty of perjury and treafon; and feat out 

certaiB basons to cooiiinunicate this refolution, 

Robert earl of Leicefter, who was at the head of 

^* Vita &. Thoms, 1. 1« c* js. p. 55* 56* 

thefe 
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thefe barons, addreflmg himfelf to Beckett faid^ 
** The king commands you to come imme-- 
^^ diately, and give in your accounts ; or elfe . 
•* hear your fentence.*' " My fentence!'* cried 
he, ftarting t6 his feet, " No ! my fon, hear me 
^' firft. I was given to the church free, and 
*^ difcharged from all dlaims, when I was eleded 
•* archbi(hop of Cantei^bury, and therefore I 
•* never will give any account* Befides, my 
** fon, neither law nor reafon permits fons to 
^' judge their father. I decline the jurifclidion 
^' of the king and barons, and appeal to God, 
** aiid my lord the pope, by whom alone I am 
** to be judged. For you, my brethren and 
** fellow-bifliops, I fummon you to appear be* 
** fore the pope, to be judged by him for hav* 
** ing obeyed men rather than God. I pot my- 
<* felf, the church of Canterbury, and all that 
" belongs to it, under the proteftion of God, 
*' and the pope, under whofe protedion 1 depart 
** hence." On this he walked out of the hall in 
great ftate, leaving the whole afiembly fo much 
difconcerted by his boldnefs, that none had the 
courage to, ftop him^^ Some indeed purfued 
him with opprobrious language, which he 
returned^ When he reached the ftreet, he was 
received by a prodigious mob, who conduced 
him to his lodgings with loud acclamations. A 
circumftance which flattered his vanity, and in- 
creafed his obfUnacy^ 

4i Viu S. Thomse, U i« c. 33. p. 57. 
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In the evening, Becket, in order to conceal Cent.xir. 
his intention of making bis efcape, fent three Becket 
bifliops to the kinir, to alk his permiffion to m>k<^«*»»» 

^ •^ , O' *^ . eicape out 

retire out of the kingdom ; about which Henry of Eng. 
faid he would deliberate with his council next *" ' 
day. The primate, who never intended to wait 
the refult of this deliberation, arofe about mid- 
night, and paffing through a poftern gate, left 
Northampton with only two monks in his com- 
pany. After lurking in different places, and 
travelling only by night, he arrived at Sand- 
wich, where he embarked on board a fiflier-boat 
before dawn, on Tuefday, November loth 
(exaftly two weeks after he left Northampton), 
and towards evening landed at Boulogne ^. 

The flight of the archbiftiop occafioned no paiiia. 
fmall buttle as foon as it was known, His [^,7cnd^'* 
friends either concealed themfelves, or fled, fpiendid 
The king convened the bifliops and barons, to fh'epope^ 
confider what was proper to be done on that g^^j^^j.^*^* 
event, which feems to have been unexpefted. depofition.. 
After fpending fome time in confultation, it was 
agreed to fend a fpiendid embafly, confifting of 
five bifliops, and feveral noblemen of the firft 
rank, to the pope, to profecute the archbifliop, 
and, if poflible, to procure his depofition^. 
Thefe ambafladors were furniflied with a large- 
fum of money (which was well' known to be 
the mott prevailing advocate in the papal court),^ 
and with letters to the earl of Flanders ^d the. 

' ^ Vita S. Thomati 1. i. e. 35. 1. x. e. 4. 

Vol. V. A a . Img 
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Cen^x^r. king of France, intreatmg thofe princes not to 
'"' '^^ afFord the fugitive prelate an afylum in their 
dominions. It was aMb agreed to protefl: the 
friends and property of the primate from all vio- 
lence, till the iffue of this embaffy ihould be 
known; and a proclamation was iffued for tliat 
purpofe'*^ The king's ambafladors failed from 
Dover about the fame time that Becket failed 
from Sandwich, and they both arrived at St. 
Omer's^ on the fame day, November iith^i 
Here the latter lay concealed in a hermitage be- 
longing to the abbey of St. Bertin, till the de- 
parture of the former; when he threw off his 
difguife, refumed his own name (which he had 
exchanged for that of Brother Chrijiian)^ and, was 
j^ treated with the greateft refpeft and kindnefs by 
the clergy and people of thofe parts ^\ 
liifucceff ^When the Englifli ambaffadors arrived in the 
Eniitrh French court, which was then at Compeigne, 
ambaflTa- they met with a very cold reception. Louis, 

dors at the • i% rv.* •- • f i 

court of who was a luperltitious bigot, and a great ad- 
France. mirer of Becket, nvith whom he held a private 
coriefpondence, was much fliocked at the fol- 
lowing expreffion in the king of England's letter : 
— ^^ Thomas, late archbifhop of Canterbury.** 
" Late archbifhop!" exclaimed he: — ^^ Who 
• *> hath depofed him? I am a king as well as 
** your mafter, and yet I have no power to de- 

45 Vita S« Thomie, I. s. ex. p. 63. 6fieph«nidis Vita Thome 
Cant, p 48. 
4* Vita S. Thorn*, J. a. c. 5. p. 61. ' *' Id. ibid, c. 5. 6. 
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** pofe the meaneft clerk in my dominions.'^ Cent.xii. 
He rejefted all the requKitions of the ambafla- 
dors; and plainly intimated, that h6 would 
proted the perfecuted prelate with all his 
power ^^ The two monks who had accompanied 
Becket in his flight, followed the Englifh am- 
bafladors from St. Omer's to the court of France ^ 
where they were received in the kindeft manner 
by the king, who promifed their mafter his 
fidendflilp and prote&ion; adding, '^ That it 
*^ had always been the glory of the kings of 
*' France, to proteft the perfecuted of all na* 
** tions, efpedally the clergy ^.** 

From Compeigne the ambafladors proceeded f^^^'^^^ 
to Sens, where the pope then refided ; being mitted to 
followed i^ this journey alfo by the above two j?JJl ^ 
monks ; who were firft admitted to an audience ^ pop** 
of his hoiinefs« Herbert, one of thofe monks, 
began his harangue in this canting drain: 

Holy father, your fon Jofeph no longer reigns 

in Egypt, but the Egyptians have almofl 
*' yiled him, and forced him to flee." When 
he defcribed the perfecutions which his mafter 
had endured in England, and the toils and dan- 
gers of his efcape, the father of fathers (as ^e 
tells us) burft into tears, and laid, ^^ And doth 
** your mafter ftill live ? He may claim the gloi^ 
*• of a martyr, though he is in the flefh ^^" 

The EngUfli ambafladors were admitted to an ^^^^^ 
audience of the pope and cardinals the day after, Engiifli 

♦» Vita 8. Tbom«, 1. 1. c. 7. *» Id. ibid. 

•^ Id. ibid. c« S. p« 7s. 
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Cent. XII. Robert Foliot bifhop of London, who fpoke firft, 
ambafla- ufing fomc fevcrc expreffions concerning the 
!!!!"'^**** archbifliop, was interrupted by the pope; 
which difconcerted him fo much, that he could 
not proceed. Hilary bifhop of Chichefter, who 
was very vain of his eloquence, had no better 
fortune ; for happening to pronounce a Latin 
word wrong (oportuebat for oportebat\ fo loud a 
laugh was raifed, that he was quite confounded 
and put to filence. The other three bifhops ob- 
ferving the ill fuccefs of their brethren, faid but 
little. The earl of Arundel, having apologized 
for his ignorance of the Latin language, made a 
fpeech in Englifh ; in which he artfully extolled 
the authority of the pope, before which, he faid, 
all the world bowed ; he magnified the venera- 
tion of his fovereign for the p^rfon and charader 
of his holinefs, of which, he obferved, the pre- 
fent embafly, confifting of the moft honourable 
perfons in his kingdom, was a proof; he even 
fpoke in very refpeftful terms of the archbifhop, 
and faid, that England might have been perfeftly 
happy under a good prince and an excellent 
paftor, if an unfortunate diflFerence had not 
broken out between them ; and concluded, with 
latreating the pope to reftore peace between thefe 
two perfbnages, by commanding the archbiihop 
to return to England, and by fending a legate 
thither to terminate all their difputes ^\ 

'• Vita S. Thomv, L *. c. 9. p. 74, 75. 
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This foothing fpeech was very favourably Cent. xir. 
heard ; and the pope, having confulted with the ^'^^ 
cardinals, told the ambaffadors, that no anfwer pope'«4n- 
could be given to their petition till the archbifhop The *am- 
had been heard. But the ambaffadors infifling JetumTo 
on an immediate anfwer, becaufe their mafler England, 
had commanded them to flay only three days, his 
holinefs was thrown into great perplexity. Some 
of thfe cardinals, who had been fecretly gained by 
the ambaffadors, pleaded earneltly for granting 
their petition ; and, as the fchifm flill fubfifted, 
the pope was apprehenfive, that if he gave a flat 
denial, the king of England might abandon his 
party, and embrace that of his opponent. On 
the other hand, it was thought equally impru- 
dent and diflionourable, to abandon the arch- 
bifhop, who had fuifered fo much for the immu- 
nities of the clergy. The pope, therefore, after 
fome deliberation, adhered to his former anfwer : 
on which the ambaifadors left his court, and haflen- 
ed back to England, where they arrived about 
Chriflmas A. D. 11 64 ^\ 

As foon as Becket was affured of the favour Reception 
and protcftion of the king of France, he col- ^ythe ^ 
leSed his fcattered followers, and fet out from J^'^^*"^ 

Fvtnce 

St. Omer's. When he arrived at SoilTons, where and the 

the French court then refided, the king paid ^^^f/con- 

him the firfl vifit, embraced him in the moft ^♦itutions 

afie£lionate manner, and obliged him to accept don con/ 

of an order on the royal treafury for every thing ^^^^^^* 
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Cent.xn. he needed while he remained in France* Itv- 
ing fpent three days at Soiflbn^, he departed with 
a numerous retinae for Sens, which he entered 
in a kind of triumph, and was received with the 
greatefl: refped and kindnefs by the pope. Next 
day a folemn council of all the cardinals and 
prelates was held, in which he was feated on the 
pope's right hand, and defired to explain his 
caufe without rifing from his feat. He made a 
very artful fpeech; in which he magnified the 
high favour in which he had long flood with the 
king of England, which he faid he could recover 
when he pleated, if he would abandon the caufe 
of the church, and fubmit to the conftitutions of 
Clarendon. He then produced a copy of thefe 
cbnftitudons, which he delired might be read. 
Nothing could be better contrived than this to 
fecure the favour of the pope and cardinals, as 
feveral of thefe conftitutions were direftly calcu- 
lated to abridge their power and abolifh their 
ttfurpadons. Accordingly, they were no {ooner 
read, than the whole affenjbly broke out into the 
ftrongeft expreflions of their abhorrence of them, 
and into the highefl: encomiums on the arch* 
biihop, declaring, that his caufe was the caufe of 
God and the church, and that he ought to be 
fupported ". On the -day after, in a private con* 
fiftory, Becket, ftill further to ingratiate himfel^ 
refigned his fee into the hands qf the pope, pre- 
{tending, that his confcience was much difqufeted 

?i Vita S. Tbomr, 1. 1. p. 77, 7>. 
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for his having been advanced to that dignity by Cent.xi|. 

-the influence of the king. Some of the cardinal^, 

-^vho were fecretly in the intereft of the court of 

England, and by the hiflorians of thofe times are 

called the pharifees, propofed to accept of this 

refignation, as the bed way of termilaating this 

difpute; but the majority^ rejefted this propofj^l 

"With difdain, declaring, that if Becket was 

abandoned) no biihop would dare to re{i(l his 

prince, and the church would be ruined. By 

their advice, the pope reftored the archbifliopric 

to' Becket, with high encomiums on his piety 

and fortitude, at the fame time appointing him' to 

take up his refidence in the abbey of Pontigni in 

Burgundy ^\ 

When Henry received the report of his am- A.D.1165. 
baffadors on their return from Sens, he was ^*^^T 
highly offended both with the pope and the againit 
archbifhop, and refolved to make them feel the and hit 
weight of his refentment. In order to this^ he ^"«nd«* 
prohibited the payment of Peter-pence, and 
commanded all clerks who prefumed to appeal 
to the pope, to be imprifoned ^^ He alfo com- 
manded all the goods and revenues of the arch- 
bifhop, and of all the clergy who adhered to him, 
to be feized. He did not even flop here, but 
confifcated the eftates, and baniihed the perfons, 
of all the primate's friends, retainers, and rela* 

94 Vita S. Tbom9, c« IS. p. 79980. 
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p"^* XII. tions, to the number of about four hundred, oblig- 
ing them to take an oath to prefent themfelves be- 
fore Becket, in hopes that the fight of fo many per- 
fons involved in ruin on his account, would (hake 
his refolution, and induce him to fubmit. But this 
was as imprudent as it was unjuft. For it made ftep 
the king appear in the light of a cruel tyrant, and 
excited univerfal compaflion towards the archbiihop 
and his exiled friends, who were fo hofpitably en- 
tertained by the king of France, and his nobility 
and clergy, that they lived more happily than in 
their own country **. 
intenricw The kings of France and England had an inter- 
Hcnr^and ^^^^ ^tt Gizors, in Eafter wcck, A. D. 1165, in 
the king of which the affair of Beckiet was the chief fubjeft 
of their negotiations. But as Henry infilled on 
the fubmiffion of the archbifhop to the con- 
ftitutions of Clarendon, and Louis refufed to 
withdraw his proteftion from him, nothing was 
concluded". An interview was propofed about 
the fame time between king Henry and the pope ; 
which did not take place ; becaufe the king pro- 
pofed that the arcHbifliop fliould not be prefent ; 
to which his holinefs returned this haughty 
anfwer : " That no man had a right to exclude 
any perfon from the prefence of the fovereign 
pontiff, whofe prerogative it had always been, 
to proteft oppreffed exiles from the violence 
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•* of the wicked, and even from the rage of Cent.xiL 
" princes^'." ' — "^^ 

Henry was fo much engaged for the greateft Condua 
part of this year, after his return from the con- pope and 
tinent, in his wars againft the princes of Wales, offenfi?* 
that he had no leifure to attend to the affairs of ^^ Hcoiy. 
the church, or of the exiled archbiihop, who 
continued to refide in the abbey of Pontigni* la 
this retreat, his hiftorians tell us, he fpent his 
time in reading the fcriptures, and in devout 
exercifes, and fometimes amufed himfelf, by 
allifting the monks in their rural . labours ^\ But 
there is fufEcient evidence, that he was far from 
being unmindful of his fecular interefts. For in 
this interval he wrote many letters to different 
perfons in England, in which he praifes fome for 
their adherence to, and reproaches others for 
their apoAafy from, the caufe of God ; with which 
honourable appellation he dignified his own fide 
of the queftion in his difpute with the . king ^, 
He alfo engaged the pope, to write letters to 
feveral perfons in England, exhorting and com- 
manding them to efpoufe his caufe ^\ He had 
alfo agents in the courts of Rome and France, as 
well as in England, who laboured to increafe the 
number of his friends, and to raife up enemies to 
his fovereign^\ At his inftigation the pope pub- 
jd(hed a bull, annulling the lentence pronounced 

5' Vita S. ThomaVy I. s. c. x6. p- 84. 

i9 Gervas apud X Script, col. 14.00. 
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€feiit.xil. in the firft feffion of the parliament of North- 
'~^'^^ ampton againft Becket for contumacy, on this 
infblent pretence, that it did not become inferiors 
to judge their fupcrior*^ In the fame (irain 
Becket wrote feveral letters to Henry, in which 
he plainly tells him,-^That kings received all 
thdr power from the church ; but priefts re- 
ceived their power from Chrift, and were the 
undoubted fathers and mailers of kings and 
princes *^. Oh thefe and other accounts, Henry 
was fo much offended, both with the archbifliop 
and the pope, that he began to entertain thoughts 
of abandoning the party of Alexander, and of 
embracing that of his rival Pafchal; which he 
intimated in a letter to the archbifiiop <A Co- 
logne *^ 
A.D.ii((6. Henry having returned to the continent in the 
Becket ex. fpnng of this year, his difpute with Becket be- 
cates came more violent. For that furious prelate, 

Sns^and* ^^^^^g ^'^^ ^^ mouitory and threatening letters 
threatens had produccd no effe£l, became impatient to 
iBuiiieate' ftrike the laft decifive blow, by pronouncing the 
t|ieluog« fentence of excommunication againft his king 
and benefador ; a fentence which, in thofe times, 
^lade the greateft princes tremble on their thrones. 
But from this he was reftrained, for fome time, 
by the greater timidity or greater policy of the 
pope, who advifed him to exercife a little longer 
forbeara^ce with the prince, permitting him to 

«i Epiftol. S. Thomas, Ep. 49. ^4 id* £p« 64* .65, ^i^ 

«5 ](4, £p» 69, 
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do as he pleafcd \«^ith others^. In <foiifequencc Cent.xii. 
©f this permifEon he excommunicated John of 
Oxfofd, who had been much employed by the 
king, and fufpended the bifhop of Salifbury, for 
admitting John into the deanry of that church. 
He alfo excommunicated Richard de Lucy, chief 
judiciary, and Joceline de Baliol, becaufe they 
had been the chief promoters of the conftitutions 
of. Clarendon; yith Ralph de Broc, Hugh de 
St. Qare, and Thomas Fitz-Bernard, becaufe 
they had feized the poffeflions of the church of 
Canterbury. All thefe cenfures he notified in a. 
letter direded to all the bifliops of the province 
cf Canterbury ; acquainting them at the fame 
time, that he had delayed a little the excommu- 
nication of the king, in hopes of his repentance ; 
but that if he did not repent very foon, he would 
delay no longer ^. 

Not only the bifhop of Salifbury, but all the i-c^wof 
other bifliops and clergy, were alarmed at thefe liihbi. 
violent proceedings, and more violent threaten- ^^^ 
ings ; and wrote a letter in the name of all the 
clergy of his province to their primate ; in which 
they reprefented, with great freedom, — ^his in- 
gratitude to his gracious fovereign, who had 
raifed him from a low condition to the higheft 
honours; — the uncanonical means by which he 
had obtained his fee;— the informality and fe- 
verity of his cenfures already pronounced ; — ^the 
injuftice and danger of thole which he meditated 

P^ Epiftol. S* Thom9, £p. 54* ^7 Id.' £p. 96. loo* 
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Cent. XII. againft the king; — ^and concluded with an ap- 
peal to the pope againit all his proceedings^. 
But Becket was fo far from being reftrained by 
this letter, to which he wrote a very long and 
fpirited anfwer, that he prepared in eameft to 
execute hils threats. With this refolution he ac- 
quainted the pope, by a letter, in which he 
painted the king of England in the mod odious 
colours, as a cruel, impious, unrelenting per- 
fecutor, who had tried and condemned Chrift, 
at Northampton, in his perfon \ 
Henry's When Henry heard of Becket^s defign, he was 

Sons a- much alarmed ; and called a council of his ba- 

fffea^of* ^^^^ ^"^ prelates at Chinon in Touraine, to 
bis threat, confider what was to be done to prevent his ex- 
communi- Communication, or to guard againft its confe^^ 
cation. qucnces. At the opening of this council, the 
king is faid to have been much agitated, to have 
even £hed tears, and to have fpoken with much 
bitternefs againft Becket, who, he faid, feemed 
to be determined to ruin both his foul and body. 
After long deliberation, the council could think 
of no better expedient than an appeal to the 
pope ; and two bifhops were fent to Pontigni to 
notify that appeal. When thefe prelates reached 
the place of his retreat, they were told, that the 
archbifliop had gone a few days before to Soit 
fons, to perform his devotions at the flirine of St. 
Dranfius, the patron of combatants, to im- 
plore his protection in that dangerous conflift in 

•» Epiflol. S. Ttamx, E|». ix6» ' <^9 Id. Ep. 129. 
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^^hich he was engaged againft the king of Eng- Cent.xii, 
land. This prevented their giving him a regular '"^'~^^ 
notification of the appeal^. Henry, flill ap- 
prehenfive that nothing would ftop the furious 
zeal of Becket, fent orders into England, to 
guard the fea-coafts with the greatefl: care, to 
fearch all who came from the continent, and if 
letters of excommunication or interdid were 
found upon any perfon, to punifli him, if he 
"was a clergyman, by caftration ; if he was a 
layman, by death ^\ So terrible to the greateft 
princes were the thunders of the church in thofe 
days of darknefs and fuperftition ! 

Becket in his return from the fhrine of St. Becket, 
Dranfius, full of confidence in the proteftion of by the 
that courageous faint, halted at Vizelay, where yl^^ 
he defigned to pronounce the dreaded anathema from ex- 
againft his fovereign, on Whitfunday A. D. X7"^* 
1 1 66; but was prevented by a meflagc^from his Henry, ex. 
great frifsnd the king of France, who acquainted catet his * 
him, that Henry had fallen into a dangerous '""**^"*' 
iicknefs, and advifed hita to delay the final fen- 
tence againft him for fome time. Not daring to 
difregard this advice, and yet determined to do 
fomething dedfive, he . mounted the roftrum on 
Whitfunday, and, before a crowded audience, , 
puUifhed feutences of excommunication againft 
all the king of England's minifters and chief 
confidents, by name ; declaring, that he would 

70 Epift. S« ThomaCi Ep. 14.0. 
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Cent. xiL ia a fliort time pronounce a fioiilar fentence 
''^^^^^ againft the king himfelf if he did not fpeeclily 
repent, and repair the injuries he had done to 
the church* At the fame time, he declared the 
impious conflitutions of Clarendon null and 
void, abfolved all the bifhops of England from 
the unlawful oath they had taken to obey them^ 
and excommunicated all perfons who paid them 
. any regard^*. Henry was fo much offended at 
thefe prefumptuous proceedings, that he threat- 
ened Uie monks of the Ciftertian order, that he 
would expel them out of all his dominions, if 
they entertained his enemy the archbifliop of 
Canterbury any longer at Pontigni; which ob- 
liged him to remove to Sens about Martinmas 
A. D. 1 1 66, where an honourable afyliun was 
provided for him by the king of France ^^ 
Change in In the mean time the agents of botih parties 
^^epoitics ^^^^ negotiating with great e^anefs at tiie 
court of court of Rome ; and thofe of the archbiflu^ 
Odober 2 2d, A. D« 11 66, obtained for thdr 
mafter a legantine commii&on over the province 
of Canterbury ^^ This was not only- a mark of 
the pope's favour, but a great addition of 
power to the archbifliop, which he was pre- 
parii^ to ufe with vigour, when the balance 
iuddenly turned againft hkn at the <:ourt d 
Rome. This change in the papal politics was 
owing to feveral circumftances which are but 

7* Epift.S • Thomae, 1. 1. Ep. 140. 73 Vita S. Tboiax, h%, 
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impeifedly known. The emperor had gained Cent.xii^ 
fbme advantages in Italy, which mftde his ho- 
Unefs fet a greater value on the fayour of the 
king of England: and the Marquis of Mont- 
ferrat, who was one of the pope's moft powerful 
allies, had aiked one of Henry's daughters in 
marriage for his fon, and warmly feconded the 
fdlicitations of the royal agents ; who were alfo 
better provided with money than thofe of the 
archbifliop^^ Thefe agents obtained a very 
foothing letter from the pope to their mailer the 
king of England, dated December 20th, A. D. 
1 1 66 ; in which he acquaints him, that he had 
given a commiffion to two cardinals to determine 
all controverfies between him and the archbifhop 
of Canterbury, and between that prelate and the 
bifliops of fingland ; and that thefe legates would 
fet out on their journey in January ; — that he 
bad given his legates authority to abfolve all the 
king's fervants and fubjeds who had been ex- 
communicated ; — ^and that he had inhibited the 
archbiflbop from iffuing any cenftires againft him, 
or any of his fubje2£ls, while this caufe was de- 
pending ^\ 

Nothing could exceed the conftemation of "^^ 
Becket when he heard of this bull ; efpecially as natiorof 
he was informed at the fame time, that the king's Bcckct. 
agents, John of Oxford, John Cumin, and Ralph 
Tamiwurde, had obtained copies of all the let- 
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Cenr. XII. ter^ that he and hi^ friends had written to the 
pope againft the king^^ Unvdlling to befieve 
Jo much ill news, he wrote to ][obn of Poitou, 
his agent at the court of Rome, eameftly in- 
treating him to difcover the truth, and acquaint 
him with it ; adding, " If thefe things which are 
reported be true, my lord the pope hath fuf- 
focated and ftrangled not only me, but alfo 
himfelf and all the clergy.'* He tells him 
further, that fmce thefe reports arofe^ the Englifh 
bifliops and clergy paid no regard to his com- 
mands, looking on his depofition as unavoid- 
able ; and that the French nobility and prelates, 
who had hitherto entertained his exiled friends, 
now began to difcard them ^'. 
He it fop- The truth is, the affairs of Becket were in a 
the kilig of ^^^ ^^^ condition at this time ; and it is highly 
France, probable that Henry would have obtained a com- 
plete vidory in this famous . conteft, if the king 
of France had not interpofed. But that prince, 
whofe reigning paifions were bigotry in religion, 
and enmity to the king of England, was more 
difpleafed, if poflible, than Becket himfelf, with 
the pope; declaring, that he would not fuffer 
the legates to enter his dominions; and that he 
was as much offended with them as if they had 
come to pull the crown off his own head '•. The 
ftrong remonftrances of Louis, the loud com* 
plaints and importunities of Becket, together 

Tf Epift. S. Thomjc, 1. 1. Ep. 164. 7» Id. ibid. Ep. 1^5. 
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with fome changes in the political itate of Eu- Cent.xir. 
rope, gave a new turn to this affair lefs favour- '^^*^*~^ 
able to Henry \ 

Though the legates (who were William of l>"pHciiy 
Pavia, a cardinal prieft, and a declared friend of pope, 
the king of England, and Otto, a cardinal dea- 
con, who was fufpefted to be of a venal difpofi* 
tion) fet out from Rome in January, they met 
with fo many interruptions in their journey, from 
the wars in Italy and other caufes, that they did 
not r?ach Montpellier till the end of OQiober 
A. D. II 6y \ On their arrival in France, a 
correfpondence commenced between them and 
Becket on the fubjeft of their commiffion; in 
which the latter difcover« the moft intolerable 
arrogance and inflexible obftinacy, denying that 
they had any authority to _a6k as judges, but only 
as mediators between him and the king **. This 
mifunderftanding about the nature of their com- 
miiQon, was owing to the artful difmgenuous 
trondudk of the pope, who, in order to pleafe 
both parties, had reprefented it, in his letters to 
the king, . as a commiflion to judge and- deter- 
mine, but in his letters to the archbifhop as a 
commiflion to negotiate a reconciliation ^^ The 
truth feems to have been, that the pope had given 
the legates a commiflion to aft as judges, but had 
given them alfo fecret infl;ruaipns to aft only ^ as 
mediators "'** 

»• Vita S. Thoroae, I %, c, 14- »^ Epift, S. Thoro«, 1. «. Ep. 4, 
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CcHt. XI L When the legates had an interview with the 
Conde- king of England in the city of Maine, foon zhcr 
fccnfionof jjj^j,. arrival in France, and communicated their 

the Xing, ^ ^ / 

inltrudtions to that prince, he exprefied great dif- 
pleafure that thefe inftrudHons were different from 
'what the pope had given him reafon to exped. 
He complained alfo, that the archbilhop bad 
ftirred up both the king of France and the earl 
of Flanders to make war upon hinu He af- 
firmed likewife, that the account which had been 
given to the pope by the archbifliop of the con- 
ftitutions of Clarendon, was falfe ; which the 
Engliih bifhops then prefent alfo attefted. He 
added further, that if any laws had been made 
in his own time inconfiftent with the laws of the 
church, he was willing that they (hould be abo- 
liflied ; and at ^ the requeil of the Englifh bifhops 
Jie confented that the legates fhould ad either as 
judges or mediators between him and the arch- 
bilhop \ 
iniiexibi. ' After thcfc conccflions, which feemed to lay a 
Bucket. foundation for an agreement, the legates, with 
fome difEculty, procured an interview with 
Becket, November 17th, A. D. 1167; at which 
he behaved with great haughtinefs and inflexibi- 
lity, refufing to fubmit to them as judges, and 
declining to give them any ground to proceed 
upon as mediators with the lead hopes of fuc« 
cefs. For to all his feeming concef&ons he con- 
ftantly added, — ^a faving of the honour of God^ 

ss Epill. S. Thome, 1. a. Cp. i8* 
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f the apoftolic fee, — ^and of his own perfon, Cent.xii. 
f all the liberties and of all the poffefGons of "— ^v^^ 
the church, which they knew the king would 
not admit, as it would be a fource of endlefs 
djfputes '*. 

When the legates reported what had paffed at The kin^ 
this interview to the king and the Englilh bi- Rome 
fliops, who were with him in Normandy, that 
prince and thefe prelates protefted, that they had 
performed their part, in offering to fubmit to 
them either as judges or mediators, and that the 
archbifhop had not performed his part, as he had 
not made a fimilar fubmiflion ; and further, in 
order to fcreen themfelves from the fevere cen- 
fures which they dreaded from that enraged pre- 
late, they appealed to the pope, and put. them- 
felves and the kingdom of England under the 
immediate proteftion of the holy fee, until the 
feaft of St. Martin, in the year following. The 
king and bifhops alfo requefted the legates to 
notify their appeal to the archbifhop, and to in- 
hibit him from iiTuing any cenfures againfl them 
in the interval. With this requeft the legates 
complied, and prohibited the archbifhop, in 
their own, and in the pope's name, from in- 
flicting any cenfures on the king or kingdom of 
England during the time of the appeal^ ^ No 
hungry lion was ever mcwre enraged at having 
his prey torn from him when he was ready to 
devour it, than Becket was at this prohibidon. 
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Cent XII. He complained of it to the pope and cardinals 
in the bittereft termsy painting the king of Eng- 
land in the blackeCt colours, and accufing the 
legates of having been bribed by that prince ". 
ii6t. The prohibition of the pope's legates produced 

to recon. ^ fufpenfion of hoftilities for fome time between 
ciieihe the king and Becket, who was reftrained, much 
BwkeT againfl his will, from launching the thunders of 
mifcarrics. the church agaiuft his fovereign. The earl of 
Flanders made an attempt to put an end to this 
long and violent difpute, and in order to this, 
he brought Becket with him, about Midfummer 
A. D. 1 1 68, to the place appointed for a con- 
ference between the kings of France and Eng- 
land. But Henry, fecured from the cenfures of 
the church by the prohibition of the legates, 
and ftill further by a bull he had about that time 
received from the pope, fufpending the arch* 
bifliop's fpiritual authority over him and his fub- 
jects till he had recovered his favour, would 
make no advances towards a reconciliation, nor 
fo much as admit Becket into his prefence. That 
prelate was therefore obliged to return to the 
place of his retirement, tormented with mortified 
pride and impotent refentment \ 
1167. The kings of France and England had another 

Another interview, January 6th, A, D. 1169, ^^ which a 
wards a treaty of peace was concluded. Two abbots, 
tYon un"* with Bernard de Corillo, a monk, who had 
fucceftfui. afted as a kind of mediators between the two 
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xnonarchs, brought Becket with them to the ^^^^r 
place of this interview, in hopes of bringing 
about a reconciliation between him and his 
Ibvereign. To accomplifli this, they were at 
great pains to perfuade that haughty prelate to 
behavie in the mod humble and refpedful man^ 
ner ta his much-oflfended^ prince, in order to 
afpeafe kis anger, and facilitate an accommoda- 
tion; in Txdiich, being feconded by the king of 
France, and all the princes and prelates who 
were prefent, they at kngth prevailed. Ac- 
cordingly, when he was introduced to Henry, 
he fell upoa his knees, and faid, '^ I fubmit my- 
** felf to the mercy of God and the king, to 
*' the honour of God and the king ;'* a form of 
words that were very artfully contrived, and full 
of ambiguity. This, did not efcape the penetra- 
tion of Henry, who expreifed his diiTatisfoftion 
with this form of fubmiilion, and iniifted that 
the archbifliop (hould promife, in plain words, 
^* That he would obey thofe laws and cuftoms 
which the holy archbifcops of Canterbury had 
obeyed in the times of former kings, and 
which he had folemnly fwom to obey.*' This 
Becket refufed to do; alleging, that his prede-* 
ceflbrs had not been preffed to make fuch a pro- 
mife#-» But the king infifting upon it, and many 
of the nobles and bifhops vehemently urging 
him to comply, he at laft confented to make the 
promife required, with a faving of the honour 
of God and of the rights of his order ^. The 

90'Epift. S. Thorn*, 1.4. Ep. 8. 

Bb3 king. 



it 




374 HISTORY OT BRITAIN. Book 111. 

Cent. XII, king, well knowing what was intended by thefe 
favings; rejefted this oflFer; and, addreffing him- 
felf to the kmg of France, faid>- ^ith an af- 
fecting air and tone of voice, " My liege lord, 
** I eameftly in treat your attention. I know, 
*' that whatever happens to difpleafe him, he 
^' will fay is contrary to the honour of God, and 
" the rights of his order. But that it may ap- 
•* pear to all the world that I do not oppofe the 
** honour of God, or the real rights of his order, 
*' I here make this offer. There have been 
" many kings of England before me, fome 
** weaker and others greater than I am; there 
" have been alfo many great and holy men, 
archbifhops of Canterbury before him; let 
him behave towards me as the greateft and 
moft holy of his predeceflbrs behaved towards 
** the weakeft of mine, and I am fatisfied^V 
This fpeech had no little influence on the au- 
dience, who cried out, that the king's concet 
fions were fufEcient; suid the archbifliop re- 
maining filent, the king of France added, " My 
lord archbifliop, why do you hefitate ? Peace 
is now in your offer." But Becket, with an 
invincible firmnefs, that could not b^ fliaken 
either by the threats of his enemies, nor the 
moft eameft intreaties of his friends, adhered to 
his former favings ; and the conference broke off 
without effc<a ^\ This gave many of the French 
nobility unfavourable impreffions of him as a 

»» Vita.S. Thoinae, J. i. c. 15. 9» Id. ibid. 

perfon 









t^' 



% 



Ch. 2. J 3. RELIGION. 375 

% 

perfon of intolerable pride and obftinacy^ and Cent xir. 
even his great friend and patron Louis was for a ^^'^*~^ 
little time difgufted. 

At a fecond interview between the two kings, A third at- 
in the beginning of this year, another attempt reconcile 
■was made to bring about a reconciliation -be- *** j^g^j^. 
tween Henry and Becket ; and in order to render ct fails. 
the former mpre tradable, a bull was delivered 
.to him, in which the pope declared, that if he 
"Was not reconciled to the archbifhop before the 
beginning of next Lent, he would reftore that 
prelate to the full exercife of his fpiritual au- 
thority over him and his kingdom, Henry, well 
knowing wh^t ufe would be made of that au- 
thority if it was reftored, propofed to the two 
priors, who were appointed by the pope to be 
mediators in this negotiation, that he would 
permit the archbifhop to return into England, 
and enjoy all the emoluments of his fee, if he 
would only promife to behave towards him as 
farmer archbifhops had behaved towards former 
kings. When that was reported to Becket, be 
confented to make that promife, with a faving of 
the rights of his order ; and as the king obftinately 
perilled in rejeding. this faving, and the prelate as 
obftinately perfifted in adhering' to it, all the efforts 
of the mediators to bring about a reconciliation were 
inf€in*^ 
' After thb negotiation had terminated' without Becket e*. 

-r rt 1 1 • t r 1 conimMni- 

eftect, both parties became more exafpers^ted cateafc 

fl Epift, S. Tltomae, 1. 4. £p. i. $^9, lo. 
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Cent. XII. than ever, and all hopes of a reconciliation feemed 
▼era! plT^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^"^ ^^^* Becket, in his letters to the 
fons of pope, at this time, fpeaks of Henry in the bit*- 

|iigh rank. "^ « , i r 

- tereft terms, a« a more cruel tyrant and penecutor 

than Herod '% As foori as Lent corhmenced, 
Jie refumed the exercife of his fpiritual autho- 
rity ; and, without confulting the pope, thundered 
out fentences of excommunication agsunft many of 
the greatefl men, both among the clergy and 
laity, particularly againft the biftiops of London 
and Saliibury, the archdeacon of Canterbury, 
arid his vicar Hugh earl of Chefter, Richard 
de Lucy chief judiciary, Negil de Sackville, 
Thomas Fitzbemard, William Giffard, &c. 

Two nun- While Becket was thus employed in launching 

fheVope" t^^ thunders pf the church, Henry was not idle. 

endeavour He gave orders tp his ambaffadors at Bcne- 

prace, but vtntum, where the pope then refided, to labour 

fii vain. ^i(h the greateft earneftqefs to perfuade his ho* 

linefs to tranflate Becket from Canterbury to 

fome other fee. As this feemed to be the only 

expedient for terminating this fatal difpute, and 

the king's heart was greatly fet upon if, he gave 

them authority to oflfer the pope a preferit of ten 

thoufand- marks, — rto procure him peace with the 

emperor and Roman nobility, — and to allow him 

to fill the fee of Canterbury, and all the other 

fees that were then vacant in England ^. But 

9^ Ei>ift. S. Tbomae, ]Pp. 79. ]. 3. 

9' Id. 1. 3. Kp. 58. Wilkin. Concilia, t. i. p. 455, 456. 

^ Ppift. S, Thomsc, Ep. 79, 80. 1. ^. 
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thefe tempting offers were rejefted, the pope Cent,Xii 
fufpefting that they were too great to be faith- 
fully performed ; and all that the ambaffadors 
could obtain was a promife, that his holinefs 
would fend two nuncios into Normandy, to ne- 
gotiate a peace between the king and the arch- 
bifhop* Accordingly Vivian archdeacon of 
Rome, and Gratian fubdeacon, were nominated ; 
and having received their commiflion and in- , 
ftruftions, they fet out for Normandy, and were 
received with great refpeft by the king, at Dam- 
front j Auguft 23d, A. D. Il69'^ Thefe nun- 
cios had feveral long conferences with Henry, at 
different places, in the months of Augufl and 
September ; but though they feemed to be fome- 
times on the very point of making peace, new. 
difficuhies ftill arofe, and ■ all their labours 
proved finally unfuccefsful : on which they left 
Normandy foon after Michaelmas ^. 

After the departure of the nuncios, Henry's Termsof 
apprehenfions or an excommunication and inter- ^^^^ ^,^0- 
dia increafed fo much, that he fent a mefferiger ^^^^^^ 
after Vivian, with a letter, eameftly intreating rcjcacdby 
him to return, and refume his negotiations, giv- ^^^^^y^^(^ 
ing . him flrong alTurances that they would be propofcd 
crowned with fuccefs. With this requefl Vivian re^eaedby 
complied, to the great diffatisfaSion of Becket, B««k«^ 
who was impatient to proceed to extremities^. 



97 Epift. S. Thomapy Ep. 6. 1. 3. 

»* Gervas, apud X Script, col. 1407. 

99 Epiil. 'S. Thomsp^ £p. 9, 10. 1. 3. 
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Cent. XI L flut he did not venture to difobey a letter lent him 
by the nuncio, requiring him to attend an inter- 
view of the kings of France and England, which 
was to be at St. Denys, November 1 5th, A. D. 
ii6g. Having come to Paris, he fent a petidon 
to the king, containing the conditions on which 
he was willing to be reconciled to his fovereign, 
which amounted to a full reftoration of himfelf, 
and of all who had followed his fortunes^ to all 
die rights and pbffeffions which they had enjoyed 
before they left England. He alfo claimed all 
the churches and prebends belonging to the 
church of Canterbury that had become vacant 
fince his retreat, that he might difpofe of them as 
he pleafed'~. This laft article was very dif- 
agreeable to Henry, as it would have produced 
the expulfion of his own friends from many valu- 
able livings, to make way for thofe of ,the arch- 
bifhop; and the whole petition was couched in 
fuch ambiguous terms, that he declined to grant 
it; but propofed the following plain and ihort 
terms, to which he was willing to give his con- 
fent : " That the archbifliop Ihould have his 
church, and all the pofTeifions of it thatiad 
been held by his predecefTors, and as they had 
been held by them'".'' This form, for very 
obvious reafons, was reje£led by the archbifhop; 
efpccially as the king had declared his refolution 
not to give him the kifs of peace, which in thofe 
times was efleemed an effential ceremony in aii 

recon- 
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Teconciliatiom '~. Vivian having Aus failed in Ccnt.xiL 
his fecond attempt to bring about a peace '^^^^""^ 
fcetween thofe two jealous and inflamed oppo- 
nents, returned to Jtaly in great difcontent. 

As . Henry now dreaded that a fentence of ex- P«5«n* 
communication would be immediately , pro- prevent 
nounced againft himfelf, and an interdift laid on |cnce*of 
his kingdom, by the archbifliop, he made hafte ^xcomnm- 
to take the mod effedual meafures to prevent beingpab* 
thefe fentehces from being executed, or even ^^^ '" 
publiihed in England. With this view he fent 
over his royal injun£Uons, forbidding all inter- 
courfe between his fubjeflis and the pope or 
archbifliop; declaring it high treafon to bring 
any interdift from either of them into England, 
or to pay any obedience to fuch interdift ; con- 
fifcating all the pofieflions of all who fliould in 
any way favour the pope and archbifliop, together 
with the pofleflions of all their relations ; and finally 
<u)mmanded Peter-pence to be paid into the royal 
treafury, and not to the pope '°^ To render thefe 
injundions more efieftual, an oath was required 
from all perfons, that they would obferve them ; 
which was cheerfblly given by the laity of all 
ranks, but generally refufed by the clergy '^'\ 

This was not the only means employed by u?©- 
Henry to prevent or guard againfl: the cenfures nll'J^M^^ 
of his adverfary. He fent direftions to his agents t»on fettled 

court of 
«o» Du Cange, GloIT. voc. Ofculum Pacis. Romi. 

^^^ Gervat Chron. apud X Script, col. 1409, 
■04 Epift. $• Thomap, 1. 3. Ep.65, 
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Cent. XII. at the papal court, to fettle the terms of an 
accommodation between him and Becket, with 
the pope in perfon, which they at len^h accom- 
plifhed; and the following form of pacificatioa 
propofed by them was approved of by his holi- 
nefs : ** That for thq lore of God, of the 
popei and of the church of Rome, the king 
would perijiit the archbifhop to return to h» 
church in fafety, and to have and hold it m 
peace, together with all the poffeflions he had 
before he left England. The fame to all who 
•* were in exile on his account "'^** To bring 
about an accommt)dation on this plan, the pope 
gave a commiffion to the archbilhop of Rouea 
and the bilhop of Nevers ; and as he appre- 
hended fome difSculty would occur about the 
kifs of peace, which the king had fwom in his 
anger he would never give to Becket, he abiblved 
him from his oath, and inftruded thefe com- 
miffioners to prefs him as much as poifible to 
give it ; but if they could not prevail, they were 
then to perfuade the archbifliop to accept of it 
from prince Henry. Thefe prelates were alfa 
authorifed to abfolve all thofe whom Becket had 
excommunicated '^. 

Commif. The king of England's agents were at this time 

popc^o* * ^^ fuccefsful in their negotiations at the court of 

crown Rome, that they obtained another favour for 

lenry. him from his holinefs. This was a bull im- 

powcnng Roger, archbifliop of York, to. crown 

••5 Epift. S. Thoroae, 1, 5. Ep. x. 106 jj. ibhl. Ep. «, 3.4- 

prince 
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prince Henry ; a projefl: which his too indulgent Cent, xir* 
father had very much at hes^rt, but had been 
prevented from executing by his quarrel with 
Secket, who claimed an exclufive right r to per- 
form that office '°^ Richard Barre brought this 
bull, with the commiffion to the archbiftiop of 
Rouen and the bifliops of Nevers, into Normandy, 
in February A. D. 1 1 70 ; and in the beginning 
of March Henry failed into England to carry 
his favourite defign of crowning his fon into 
execution. Thefe fucceffes of the royal agents 
put Becket into a rage, that feems to have 
approached to madnefs. In his letters to the 
pope and cardinals> he tells them in the plaineit 
terms, — that they had been bribed, — that they 
had abfolved the devil and crucified Chrift, — 
and that he would make no more applications to 
the court of Rome, where none but wicked men 
prevailed "". 

The departure of Henry from the continent, R«c<>iict. 
prevented the papal nuncios irom commencmg between 
their negotiations for a peace between him and Bg^^jJ^j^"^ 
Becket fo foon as they intended. This ferved 
ftill further to inflame the fury of that prelate, to 
which he gave vent, by writing threatening 
letters to the bifliops of England to deter them 
from crowning the young king, and by laying 
an interdict upon the kingdom ; but the ports 
were fo carefully guarded, and the danger of 

»o7 See Appendix^ No i5. to Lord Lyttelion's Hift. Ken. II, vol.4., 
oftavoi p. 498. ^^^ Epift. S. Thoin9»> 1. 5. £p. 20^ 21. 
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Cent'.xn, bringing over thefe letters was fo great, that 
none of ihem were made public, or produced any 
^effea'"^. The king having accoraplifhed the 
coronation of his fon, and fettled his other affairs 
in England, returned to the continent, and held 
feveral conferences with the nuncios, in which 
all the articles of reconciliation between him and 
Becket were agreed upon, except that of the kifs 
of peace. This Henry ftruggled eameftly to 
avoid promifmg, but was at length obliged to 
yield to the invincible pertinacity of the prelate; 
and thought himfelf very happy, that by the 
moft earned intreaties he obtained a delay of that 
ceremony at their firft interview, becaufe it was 
to be in the territories of France"**. All pre- 
liminaries being thus adjufted, the archbifliop 
was conducted in great flate to an audience of his 
fovereign, July a 2d, A. D. 1170, in a meadow 
near Fretvile (in which the kings of France and 
England had held conferences the two preceding 
days), where the French and Englifii courts, 
with a prodigious multitude of people of all ranks, 
were aflembled. As foon as the king faw the 
archbifliop approaching, he put fpurs to his 
horfe, and advanced to meet him, with his head 
uncovered. The prelate intended to have fpoken 
firft, but the king prevented him, by a moft 
gracious addrefs ; ' and taking him by the hand, 
led him aiide, and entered into a familiar conver- 

'<>9 Epift. S. Thoirx, 1. 4. £p.44> 45» 4>6. 1. 5, £p. 30. 3 5, %6, &c. 
*>o I(). 1. 5. £p. IS. Stepbanides Vita S. Thomse, p. tfs. 
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iadon with him. But all this condefcenfion of Cent. xrr. 
his fovereign feems to have made little or no 
impreflion on the heart of Becket. For, accord- 
.incf to his own account of this tranfadion, he 
made a long difcourfe, enumerating all the 
injuries the king had done 'to the church; 
dwelling long on that greateft injury of per* 
mitting his fon to . be crowned by the archbilhop 
of York; and infilling, that he fhould make 
ample reparation for all thefe injuries, and per- 
init thofe who had been concerned in them to be 
duly cenfured ; to which the king affented. On 
which the archbiftiop difmounted, in order to 
throw himfelf at his feet : but in this alfo he was 
prevented by Henry, who ftooped fo low as to 
hold his ftirrup, and af&ft him in remounting; 
After this the terms of the peace and reconcilia- 
tion, as they had been fettled^ were publicly 
read by the archbiftiop of Sens, and ratified by 
the king ; on which the other exiles, who had 
followed the fortunes of Becket, were introduced, 
and gracioufly received. Henry then defired the 
archbilhop to declare his forgivenefs of all thofe 
who had incurred his difpleafure in the late dif- 
pute, as he had now forgiven all who had in* 
curred his refentment. But to this moft reafon- . 
able propofal, the artful prelate, who meditated 
revenge againft all his adverfaries, returned an 
evafive anfwer ; pretending that fome of thefe 
perfons were more, and fome of them lefs cri- 
minal ; fome of them were excommunicated by 
the pope, and fome of them by other prelates ; 

and 
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Cent. XII. and therefore he could only promife in general, 
'~^'^^ that if any of them failed of obtaining forgive^ 

nefs in the end, it would be his own fault "'. 
Beckct*f After this long expeded peace was thus con- 

received in eluded, the archbifhop difpatched his agents 
England, j^^^^ England, who carried with them letters 
from Henry to the young king, acquainting him 
with the conclufion of the peace, and command- 
ing, that all their eftates and poffeilions (bould 
be reftoted to the archbifhop and the other 
exiles"*. When thefe agents had been fome 
time in England, they wrote to Becket, that 
they had met with a very cold reception j — that 
eveiry body fhunned their company, and difbe* 
lieved their report of the peace ; — that when they 
prefented the royal mandate to the young l^ing on 
the Monday after Michaelmas, he appointed them 
to return ten days after to receive an anfwer ;— 
and concluded with advifing him npt to return 
to England until he had really regained the favour 
of the king"'. The truth is, that Henry's 
reconciliation to Becfcet was far from being cor- 
dial, and therefore -he was not very prefSng for 
the immediate execution of the conditions of it > 
and few imagined it would be of long continu- 
ance. That prelate, however, made bitter com- 
plaints to the kmg of this delay of reftoring the 
poiTeilions of his fee, and tranfmitted the letters 

"« Epift. S. Thom«, K 5, p. 46, 47* 
*'* Gervas apud X Script, col. 1413. 
<|| Epift. S. ThomMf 1. 5. Sjp. 53. 
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of his agents to- the pope, with whom he flood in 
the very higheft degree of favour, and from 
vrhom he obtained authority to inflift the higheft 
cenfures on his adverfaries, particularly on the 
archbifhop of Ywk for crowning the young 
king, and on the bifliops of London, Salifbury^ 
Rochefter, &c. for aflifting at that folemnity "^ 
This laft favour was very agreeable to his vin* 
didive temper, and he refolved to ufe it in the 
moft effectual manner; and he even folicited a 
power of infliSing the fame cenfures on the 
king"\ But it does not appear that this was 
granted, 

Becket had two conferences with the king after 
the conclufion of the peace; but as they were 
fpent in mutual complaints, they contributed 
nothing to the reftoration of real friendfliip "*. 
At length having taken leave of his fteady friend 
and patron the king of France, and of the pre- 
lates and nobles who had generoufly fupported 
him and his friends in their exile, he fet out from 
Sens about the middle of November, under the 
condufl: of John of Oxford,- one of his greateft 
enemies, who was appointed by Henry to attend 
him ii\to England, and arrived at Whitfand, a 
fea-port in Flanders, towards the end of that 
month "^ While he waited there for a fair wind^ 
he found m^ans to icnd over three bulls, one for 
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Cmt.xii. AiTpending the archbifliop of York, and the 
other two for eKcommunicating the bilhops of 
London and Salifbury, which were aftually con- 
¥eyed to thefe prelates. Nothing could be more 
inexcufable than this condu^, as it was declar- 
ing war at the. very moment he pretended to 
return in peace. Accordingly this adion excited 
univerfal indignation againft him, and proved 
the caufe of his ruin. On the evening of the laft 
day of November be failed from Whiifand, and 
landed next day at Sandwich, from which port he 
had departed fix years and three weeks before; 
all which time he had fpent in exile "'. John of 
Oxford, though no real friend, protefted him 
from the infults of fome armed men at his land- 
ing, who commanded him in a threatening tone 
to abfolve tfie excommunicated biihops '". 

TreoUlM The day after, he entered Canterbury in a 
kind of triumph, attended by a great crowd of 
the clergy and common people ; and next morn- 
ing he was waited upon by the agents of the 
biOiOps who had been excommunicated, demand- 
ing -their abfolution, which he refufed ™. On 
the return of their agents to Dover with this 
anfwer, thefe prelates determined to go over into 
Normandy, to implore the proteflion of their 
fovereign againft the violence of their primate. 
The young king was no lefs incenfed againft 
Becket, as the fevere ceafflres which he bad 
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infl idled on thofe prelates for affifting at hii cdro* ^"V ^^' 
nation feemed to call in queftioh its validity. * 
He fent fome of the officers of his court to Can- 
terbury to demand the abfolution of the bifhops j 



but in vain "'• 



When Becket had refted about eight days at ^^^^^ 
Canterbury, where he had been yifited by very from and 
few.perfons of rank, he fet but with a defign to ctater-* 
■^ait upon the young kiiig at Woodftock, in ^^^'^ 
brder to ap'peafe his anger, and regain his favour, 
by valuable prefents, and other means. As he 
apjSroached London, of which he was a native, 
prodigious crowds of men, women, and children, 
i^ame out to meet him, and conduced him through 
the city to his lodgings in Southwark with loud 
acclamations; in I'etum for which he fcattered 
amongft them both money and epifcopal bene-* 
didions. But his vahity was foon after mortified 
by a meflfage from the youiig king, forbidding 
him to proceed atiy further, or to enter any royal 
town or caAle ; and commanding him ta return 
immediately to Canterbury, and confine himfelf" 
within the precihfts of his church '". , After 
hefitating fome time, he refblved to comply 
Vith this me0age ; and returned to Canterbury^ 
efcorted by ^ company of armed men, to protedl - 
him from any fudden aflault. Here he refided 
about a week in great folitude, receiving daily 
accounts of freih infults offered to his friends. 



■*« Epift. S.Thomw, 1. 5. Ep. yj. 
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Cent XII. and depredations committed on his eftates; 
which made him fay to one of his greateft con* 
fidents. That he was now convinced this quarrel 
would not end without blood; but that he was 
determined to die for the liberties of the church "^ 
On Chriflmas day he preached in the cathedral ; 
and at the end of his fermon pronounced a fen* 
tence of exconununication againft Ranulph de 
Broc (his great enemy), Robert de Broc, and 
almoft all the king's mod familiar fervants, with 
vifible marks of the moft violent anger in his 
voice ^nd countenance '^. 

When the arcbbifhop of York, with the 
bifliops of London and Salifbury, arrived in 
Normandy, they threw thenifelves at the king's 
feet, and implored his prote£Uon from that dif- 
grace and ruin with which they were threatened 
by the primate, painting the violence of his pro* 
ceedings againft themfelves, and others, in fuch 
ftrong colours, that Henry fell into one of thofe 
violent fits of paflion to which he was liable. In 
the height of his fury he cried- out, — " Shall 
^* this fellow, who came to court on a lame 
" horfe, with all his eftate in a wallet behind 
«* him, trample upon his king, the royal family, 
and the whole kingdom ? Will none of all 
thofe lazy cowardly knights whom I main- 
tain, deliver me from this turbulent prieft "* ?" 
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This paflionate exclamation made too deep an ximt.xii, 
impreffion on fome of thofe who heard it, par- Beck^T^ 
dcularly on the four following barons, R^inald i^Ued. 
Fitz*Urfe, William de Tracy, Hugh dc Mor- 
vile, and Richard Breto, who formed a refolu- 
tion, either to terrify the archbifhop into fub- 
miflion, or to put him to death. Having laid 
their plan, they left the court at difierent times, 
and took different routes, to prevent fufpicion; 
but being conduded by the devil, as fome 
monkifh hiftorians tell us, they all arrived at the 
caftle of Ranulph de Broc, about fix miles from 
Canterbury, on the bme day, December 28th, 
and almoft at the fame hour***. Here they 
fettled the whole fcbeme of their proceedings, 
and next morning early fet out for Canterbury, 
accompanied by a body of refolute men, with 
arms concealed tinder their clothes. Thefe men 
they i^aced in different parts of the city to pre- 
vent any interruption from the citizens. . The 
four barons above named then went unarmed 
with twelve of their company, to the archiepifco- 
pal palace, about eleven o'clock forenoon, and 
were admitted into the apartment where the 
arcfabiihop fat converfing with fome of his 
clergy. After their admiffion a long filence 
enfued, which was at length broken by Regi- 
nald Fitz-Urfe, who told the archbifhop, that 
they were fent by the king to command him to 
abfolve the prelates, and others, whom he had 
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xn. excommunicated ; and then to go -to Winchefter, 
and make fatisfaftion to the young king, whom 
he had endeavoured to dethrone **^ On this a 
very long and violent altercation followed, in 
the courfe of which they gave feveral hints, that 
his life was in danger if he did not comply. But 
he remained undaunted in his refufaL At their 
departure Aey charged his fervants not to allow 
him to flee ; on which he cried out with great 
vehemence,-^^* Flee ! I will never flee from any 
^^ man living. I am not come to flee, but to 
*' defy the rage of impious affaflins "^" "When 
they were gone, his friends blamed him for the 
roughnefs of his anfwers, which had, inflamed the 
fury of his enemies, and eameflly prefled him to 
make his efcape ; but he only anfwered,^ — ^^ I 
^' have no need of. your advice.— -I know what I 
*^ ought to do/* The barons with their. accom- 
plices, finding their threats were ineflfeftual, put 
on their coats of mail ; and taking each a fword 
in his right hand, and an ax in his left, returned 
to the palace ; but found the gate fhut. When 
they were preparing to break it open, Robert de 
Broc conduced then) up a back flair, and let 
them in at a window. A cry then arofe, ** they 
♦• are armed ! they are armed !" on which the 
clergy hurried the archbifliop almofl by force 
into the church, hoping that the facrednefs of 
the place would proted hin^ from violence. 
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Th€y would alfo have fhut the door, but he Ccnt.xil. 

cried out,—" Begone ye cowards ! I charge you 

** on your obedience, do not fhut the door. 

** What ! Will you make a caftle of a church ?/* 

The confpirators having fearched the palace, 

came to the church, and one of them crying,— 

*^ Where is that traitor? where is the arch- 

*' biihop?" Becket advanced boldly and faid, 

"Here I am, an archbifhop, but no traitor!*' 

*' Flee,'* cried the confpirator, " or you are a 

** dead man." " I will never flee," replied 

Becket. William de Tracy then took hold of 

his robe, and faid, ** you are my prifoner ; come 

" along with me." But Becket feizing him by 

the collar, (hook him with fo much force, that he 

almofl threw him down. De Tracy, enraged at 

this refiftapce, aimed a blow with his fword, 

which almofl: cut oflF the arm of one Edward 

Grim, a prieft, and flightly wounded the arch- 

bifiiop on the head. By three other blows given 

by the other three confpirators, his fcull was 

cloven almofl: in two, and his brains fcattered 

about the pavement of the church '^^ 

Thus fell Thomas Becket, December 29th, B«ckef8 
A. D. 1 1 70, in the fifty-third year of his age, 
and ninth of his pontificate. He was evidently 
a man of very great abilities, pardcularly of con* 
fummate cunning, undaunted courage, and invin* 
cible conftancy in the profecution of his defigns. 
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Cent. xiT. But his fchemes were of a moll penuaous ten- 
dency, to emancipate the minifters of religion 
from the reftraints of law, and to fubjeft his 
kiag and country to a foreign power. He was 
Vain, obftinate, and implacable; as little aiflFefted 
by the intreaties of his friends as by the threats 
of his enemies. His^ ingratitude to his royal 
benefador admits of no excufe, and hath fixed 
an indelible ftain upon his charaQer. Though 
his murderers were highly criminal, Ms death 
was very feafonable, and probably prtvented 
much mifchief and confufion. 

Few events in hiftory have *made a greater 
noife than the murder of archbifhop Becket It 
was generally imputed to the commands of the 
lung of England, and reprefented as the mofl: 
execrable deed that ever had been perpetrated. 
The king of France, the earl of Blois, the arch- 
bifhop of Sens, and feveral other prelates, .wrote 
accounts of it to the pope, in the moft tragical 
ftrains, calling upon him to draw the fword of 
St* Peter, and inflifl; fome exquifite puniflfflient 
on " that horrible perfecutor of God, who ex* 
*^ ceeded Nero in crueky, Julian in perfidy, -and 
*' Judas in treachery "°." But none exprefled 
greater grief and horror at this deed than Henry 
himfelf, who broke out into the loudefl: lament* 
ations, refufed to fee any company, to take any 
food, or admit of any confolation for three days; 
of which he took care to have a pathetic narrative 
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tranfmitted to the pope by the Ijilhop of Liziieux, ^«***- ^^^' 
declaring his innocence in the ftrongeft terms, aad 
intreadng his holinefs to fufpend aU ceoiur^ tUl hs^ 
had examined into the truth ^^\ 

Not long after he fent a numerous and fplendid Ncgotia- 

° * tions or 

embafiy to the papal court, to endeavour to pre- Henry^t 

vent the dreaded fentences of an interdict and d^I^jTi* * 

excommunication. When the Englifh ajnba&* ^^<^ 



dors arrived at Frefcati, where the pope then 
refided, they met with nothing but frowns and 
threats. His holinefs refufed to permtt theoi to 
kifs his feet, and few of the cardinals woiaid adr 
mit them to an audience. They w<re aih in» 
formed, that the pope defigned to denounce the 
fen^ence of excommunication againft the kii:^, 
and of an interdifb againfl: his doiiiifiioiis, on 
Maunday Thurfday, which was then appix)ach>' 
ing. To avert this terrible blow, tiiey exeited 
themfelves with fo much vigour, and Ja pani# 
cular laid out a very great fum of money with fo 
much judgment, that they gained many friends^ 
and even obtained feveral audiences of the pope, 
in which they pleaded their pnnce's caufie fo 
well, that the intended fentences were not pro- 
nounced '^\ Before they obtaimed this very 
effential favour, four of the ambailadors took a 
folemn oath, that the king would fubmit tp the 
pleafure cf his holinefs; and the pope engaged 
to fend two legates into Normandy, to fettle the 
terms of his reconciliation io the church. In a 
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(tent.xiT. word, the difpofidons of the papal court were fo 
entirely changed, that the pope was prevailed 
upon to write a letter to Henry, in very friendly 
terms, and to abfolve the Engiiih bifhops whom 
Becket had excommunicated ^^K 

Henry being thus relieved from his apprehen- 
fions of the thunders of the church, which in 
thofe days of darknefs and fuperftition m^de the 
greateft monarchs tremble, left Normandy, and 
arrived in England (Auguft 7th)y where he found 
every thing in profound tranquillity'^. His 
expedition into Ireland, in which he immediately 
engaged, engrofled all his thoughts, and fuf- 
pended his negotiations with the papal court for 
almoft a whole year. In the mean time his holi« 
ne(s nominated the two cardinals, Albert and 
Theodwin, to be his legates, for terminating 
this long and violent conteft with the king of 
England, lliough Henry had made great pro* 
grefs in the conqueft of Ireland, and eameftJy 
defired to ftay fome months lopger in that ifland, 
in order to finiih that important bufinefs ; yet he 
no fooner heard of the arrival of thefe legates in 
his continental dominions, than he haflened 
through England into Normandy, where he 
landed in the beginning of September. In the 
firft conferences the terms propofed by the two 
cardinals appeared fo hard, that Henry threatened 
to break off the treaty, and return to Irfland« 
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But at length, all the conditioas were amicably Cent.xn. 
fettled at Avranches, September 1 8th, A. D* 
1 172, when the king, in the prefence of the 
legates, and of a great afferably of princes, pre- 
lates, nobles, and others, fwore on the gofpels, 
and the relics of the faints, in the church of St. 
Andrew, *' that he had neither commanded nor 
** defired the death of the archbifhop of Can- 
^* terbury, and that when he heard it he was very 
♦' much grieved/* But as he was afraid that his 
paffionate expreffions had excited the murderers 
of the archbifhop to perpetrate that horrid deed, 
he confented to the following conditions to atone 
for his offence, and to procure a full reconcilia- 
tion with the church : i • To give to the knights 
templars as much money as would pay two hun- 
dred knights for one year to ferve in- the Holy 
Land ; and, at next Chriftmas, to take the crofs, 
and go in perfon into the Holy Land the follow- 
ing fummer, unlefs he obtained a difpenfation 
from the pope. 2. To permit appeals to be 
made to the pope, in good faith, and without 
fraud ; but if he fufpefted any of the appellants 
of ill intentions, he might oblige them to give . 
fecurity that they would attempt nothing to the 
detriment of him or his kingdom. 3. To abolilh 
fuch evil cuftoms againft the church as had been 
introduced in his own time. 4. To reftore all 
the poffeffions of the church of Canterbury, and 
of all the clergy and laity of both fexes who had 
been deprived of their eftates on account of the 
late archbiihop. Both the king and his fon at the 
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Cent. x^ii. fame time fwore, that they would adhere to pope 
Alexander as long as he treated them as Chriftian 
and Catholic kings ^^K Thus terminated Ais 
memorable ftruggle between the crown and mitre, 
lefs to the difadvantage of the former than could 
have 'been expected. 
Bifpuies The next ecclefiaftical aflfair that engaged the 
ekaionof attention of the king and kingdom, was the 
Wiho*^^' choice of an archhifhop of Canterbury, and 
primate of England, towards which fome fteps 
were taken immediately after the young king's 
return from Normandy. Odo prior of Canter- 
bury was called to court to confult about this 
matter; but he pretended, that the monks of 
that cathedral had the fole -^ight of ele&ing an 
archbifhop, to the exclufion both of the king 
. and the bifliops of the province. On this he was 
fent home to deliberate more maturely on this 
matter, with the monks of his convent, and to 
report the refult of their deliberations. At his 
return to court, about three weeks after, he 
reported that the monks would not relinquiih 
their claim. He was then commanded to wait 
upon the old king in Normandy ; with which he 
complied. On his arrival there, Henry dread- 
ing, that if the choice of an archbifhop was left 
to the monks, who were profeffed admirers of 
Becket, it would fall upon fome perfoft of {he 
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fame principles, exerted every art in his power Ctnu xii. 
to prevail upon Odo to confent to the eleftion of ^^^~^^ 
the bifhop of Baieux, who was a man of a gentle 
and flexible difpofition. He even defcended to 
the moft humble and eameft intreaties, that he 
would take pity upon him, and not drive him to 
commit fome greater crime than- he had yet 
committed. But all his intreaties were in vain: 
the hard-hearted monk remained inflexible, and 
returned to England. About . the end of this 
year an afiembly was held at London for the 
eledxon of an archbifliop; but the monks ilili' 
infifling on their exclufive right to eled, it broke 
up without cffeft '^^ 

When the monks returned to Canterbury, be- '*73« 
ginning to fear that if they continued to adb^e cantfeer* 
ftridly to their claim, fome violait meafures «"*^*^"^ 
would be adopted, they held a chapter, in which prior of 
it was agreed to propofe three perfons to the 2^* ^ 
king, of which he might chufe one to be the a^chbu 
archbifhop. This propofal v^s accordmgly made 
to Richard de Lucy, high jufticiary and regent 
of the kingdom ; who embraced it with joy, and 
called an afiembly of the bifliops and monks at 
London in February ; in which Roger abbot of 
Bee was unammoufly ele&ed. But this eledliont 
after it had been confirmed by the king, was de»> 
feated by the obitinate refu&l of the abbot to 
accept of the dignity to which he had been 
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Cent. xu. chofen ^^\ On this another affcmbly of the bU 
fhops and monks met at London, about the end 
of April, in which the fix fees of Winchefter, 
Ely, Hereford, Bath, Chichefter, and Lincoln, 
were filled up by the following perfons, Richard 
de Iviceftre archdeacon of Poifliers, Geoffrey 
Redel archdeacon (commonly called by Becket 
archdevil) of Canterbury, Robert Foliot, Re- 
ginald, fon of Joceline bifhop of Salifbury, John 
of Greenfbrd, and Geoffrey, the king's natural 
fon by the fair Rofamond. Thefe perfons were 
all very agreeable to the king, and fome of them 
had been the moft adive enemies of the late 
primate. But when the affembly proceeded to 
deft an archbifliop, the difpute between the 
monks and biihopi revived, and though various 
expedients were propofed, it could not be com* 
promifed. The chief jufticiary, having taken 
fome private meafures to make the chcace of the 
monks. to fall upon a perfon who he knew would 
not be difagreeable to the king, ventured to call 
a third affembly to meet at London in the be-* 
ginning of June. After feveral feffions, and 
very warm debates, the monks^ Jime &th, pro- 
pofed Richard prior of Dover to be their arch- 
bifliop; who being approved of by the biihops^ 
and by the chief jufticiary, in the king's namey 
was dedared diJly defted. The archbifliop-eleft 
made his public entry into Canterbury, on Sa^ 
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turday, June i4thi; and was to have been confe^^ Ccnt.xii. 
crated the day after; which was prevented by a "^*~ 
very unexpefted obftacle. The bifhops . who at- 
tended to ailifl at the confecration, received a 
letter from the young king, who was then in 
open rebellion againfl his father, protefting 
againft the late eledion, and acquainting them 
that *he had appealed againft it to the pope. 
After fbme debate, it was agreed to delay the 
confecration, and that the archbiihop-ele^ fliould 
go to Rome to profecute his own caufe, and the 
caufe of the* other bifhops lately eleded, againft 
whom the young king had alfo protefted and ap^ 
pealed ''\ 

When the eleft of Canterbury arrived at 1174. 
Rome, he found tfce papal court very much di- ?'5''*'*'» 

1 • r XT % • being COH- 

vided between the parties of Henry and his re- fecrated at 
bellious fons. After he had waited long, and f^^i\^^ 
(pent much money, his eledion was confirmed; England, 
and he was confecrated on the Sunday after 
Eafter A. D. 1174, by the pope, who alfo ap- 
pointed him his legate in England*^.. On his 
return from Rome, he had an. interview (which 
feems to have been accidental) with the king, in 
the month of Auguft, at a public houfe near 
Caen in Normandy, where they dined together, 
and then feparated. The archbifhop made his 
public entry into Canterbury in a kind of 
triumph, 0£lober loth, and the next day con- 
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eirat.jcii. fecrated the bifhops who had been lately 
eleaed *^. 

The civ2 wars being now happily terminated 
by a pacification between Henry and his fons, 

councTiai the archbifliop held, a council of the Engllfli 
clergy at Weftminfter, May 28 th, in which 
eighteen canons were promulgated, and con- 
firmed by the authority of both kings and 0/ 
the barons of the kingdom, who were prefent in 
the counciL There was little new or very re- 
markable ill thefe canons. By the firft, the ce- 
libacy of all the clergy above the rank of fub- 
deacons was commanded, and the fucceffion of 

fons to their fathers in the fame churches for- 
bidden : a fufBcieht proof that all the fevere 
canons that had been made againft the marriages 
of the clergy had hitherto been inefFeftual. By 
the fourth, archdeacons were authorifed to crop 
fuch of the clergy as wore long hair. By the 
other canons, churchmen were forbidden — ^to 
. frequent public houfes, — to bear civil offices, — 
to take farms, — to carry arms, &c. &c^'. The 
archbifliop of York was not prefent at this coun- 
cil J but fent fome of his clergy to claim a right 
to carry his crofs ereft within the province of 
Canterbury, and to demand the fubjeftion of 
the bifliops of Hereford, Lincoln, Worcefter, 
and Chefter, to him as their metropolitan; and 
upon thefe claims being rejefted, they, in his 
najne, appealed to the pope'^. The clergy of 
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the diocefe of St* Afaph compbined to the Centxii. 
couiicU againft Godfrey their biihop for nox^ wvi-w 
refidezKe, and he was obliged to refign his bi- 
fhopric'^^ After the council was difiblved, the 
two kings accompanied the archbifhop to Caa- 
terbury,, to return their united thanks for the 
late pacification to St. Thomas Becket^ who had 
been canonized about two years before,' and now . ^ 
eclipled all the faints in heaven, by the fame of 
bis miracles and the reputation of his power ''*^ 
The fmcerity of Henry's devotion towards this 
new faint, who had long been his moft dan** 
gerous and detefted enemy, may be jufUy 
doubted. 

About the end of Odober A. D^ 1175^ car- 1176. 
dinal Hugo, igiho had been appointed by the ^^s^^ 
pope his legate a latere^ landed in England ; England^ 
and^ with the king's permiilion, made a progre& 
into many parts of the kingdom, viiiting the 
richer churches and abbeys. ^^ As his bufine& 
*^ (fays a contanporary hiflx)rian) was» to root 
^^ out and to plant, he performed it very dili- 
gently, by rooting out money from the puries 
of others, and planting it in his own cof- 
« fers^*." The king had folicited this lega^ 
tion from the p<^, in order, as it was given 
out, to terminate the difputes between the arch- 
biihops of Canterbury and Torkj but, in rea- 
lity (as it was furmifed), to procure a divorce 
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Cetft.xil. from his queen, who had inftigated her fons to 
their late rebellion. Towards this- however he 
took no public ftep^. The controverfies of 
the two prelates were referred to the archbifhop 
of Rouen, and fome foreign biftiops, and they 
were enjoined to fufpend all difputes on thefc 
fubjefts for five years '*^ 

But notwithftanding this injunftion, their ani- 
mofity broke out with the mod indecent vio- 

Y*k*'°d '^^^^> ^^ ^ council fummoned to meet at Weft- 
Cantcr- miufter in the middle of Lent A. D. 1176. 
For when the legate had taken his feat, * a ftruggle 
enfued between the two archbifliops about the 
feat next to him on the right hand, in which th^ 
followers of the archbifliop of Canterbury inter- 
pofed, threw down his antagonift of York, and 
trampled upon him with their feet. This occa- 
fioned fo great a tumult, that the legate retired 
in a fright, and the council broke up in confii- 
fion. Both prelates appealed to the pope, and 
complained to the king ; who at firft was much 
incenfcd at the archbifhop of Canterbury ; but, 
upon better information, and cooler thought, he 
laboured to reconcile the two enraged prelates; 
in which he at laft fucceeded, both of them 
withdrawing their appeals, and promifmg to live 
in peace. The legate was fo much difgufted, 
that he haftened out of England '^. 
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A fchifm which had fubfifted in the church of Ccnt.xii, 
Rome almoft eighteen years, was terminated in ^jl^ 
the courfe of this year, by the degradation of Schiftn in 
Calextus the antipope, and the fubmillion of lacy'^tcr- 
Frederic emperor of Germany to pope 'Alex- minated. 
ander. At an interview between the emperor 
and the pope, in the city of Venice, July 24th, 
A, D. 1177, this important tranfaftion was con- 
cluded.; and the former paid certain honours to 
the latter (fuch as giving him the fight hand in 
all proceffions, and holding his ftirrup when he 
mounted) ; with which he was highly pleafed, 
and of . which he wrote a pompous account to 
the two Englifli archbifliops ^^. The ecclefiaf- 
tical ' events which happened in England in this 
and the fucceeding year, were neither Angular nor 
important. 

The extinftion of the late fchifm which had ^^7^; 
fo long fubfifted in the church, added not a council at 
little to the power and wealth, as well as to the ^®*"®* 
fatisfafljon, of the victorious pontiff, who <ie- 
termined to make the beft ufe of this favourable 
event. With this view he fent his legates into 
all the countries in communion with the church 
of Rome, and particularly into Normandy, Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland,, to fummon the \ 
archbifhops, bifhops, and abbots, to attend a 
general council at Rome in the time of Lent 
this year'^°. From feveral Scotch and Irifli bi- 

'^^'Gcrvas, col. 1439. Hoveden, p. 325. col. i. ^ 
*5® Cbron. J. Biompt. inter X Script, col, 113S. 
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(hops who pafled through England in thar way 
to this council, Henry exafled an oath, that 
they would attempt nothing againft him, or his 
kingdom ; and that they would return the fame 
way '*'. So attentive were princes in thofe times 
to all the motions of the clergy. Only four 
Englifli bifliops, thofe of Durham, Oxford, Here- 
Ford, and Bath, repaired to this council, as 
the Englifli prelates claimed a privilege of bdng 
reprefented by four of their number in all ge- 
neral councils. But this claim was not fuftained, 
Snd the abfent prelates were obliged to pay con- 
[iderable fums of money to prevent their being 
cenfured ; to obtain which money, is laid by 
contemporary writers, to have been one great 
□bjeft of calling this council '". Pope Alex- 
ander opened the council in the church of St. 
John de Lateran, March 5th, A. D. 1179, with 
great pomp, attended by the whole college of 
cardinals, by the magiftrates and nobles of Rome, 
by the ambaliladors of the emperor, and of all 
the kings and princes of the Weftem church, 
by three hundred and ten bifhops, befides a pro- 
digious number of abbots and inferior clergy. In 
:he third felTion, which njas held March 21ft, 
thu-ty-three canons were publiflied, and lecdved 
the fandion of the council'". Thefe canons 
ire too long to be here inferted, and have no 

•" Chran. j. Brompt interX Script. col. iijg. 

•(» Hoiedn, p. sjj. col. i. G. Neubrigenf. 1. j. c. t. 

M3 Id. I, 3. c. 3. Uketo, col. 63. J- firompl, eol. lij. 
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particular reference to the church of England. Ccnt,xu. 
Some of them contain very wife and juft regu- '~^'^'^ 
lations; while others carry the ufurpations of 
the papacy over the prerogatives of princes and 
the rights of confcience^ to the mod impious and 
daring height. 

The fame of St. Thomas Becket for working King of 
miracles, increafed with fo much rapidity, that paJUhit 
by this time he was more celebrated on that ac- ^'^^j^'on* 

^ at the 

count than any other faint. This brought pro- flirjne of 
digious numbers of perfons of all ranks, and ^*^^**« 
from different countries, to Canterbury, to per- 
form their devofiOns, and obtain cures for thera- 
felves or friend^. The king of France, his old 
friend and patron, being in great anxiety about 
the life of his only fon Philip, who had fallen 
into J3L dangerous ficknefs, refolyed to apply to 
him for help, and came into England, attended 
by the earl of Flanders, and many other nobles. 
He was received with grej^t refpeft by Henry on 
hi&^landing at Dover, Augufl 22d, A. D. 11 799 
and conduced to the tomb of Becket, where he 
performed his devotions, and prefented a chalice 
of gold, with' a grant of one hundred cafks of 
wine annually to the monks of the cathedral'^* 
At his return to the continent, he received the 
agreeable news of his fon's recovery, which was 
univerfally afcribed to the prayers and merits of 
St. Thomas, and greatly increafed his fame. 
The church-hiftory of England in the three next 

"* Hoveden, AniuiL p. }}>. J. Bronpt. col. ii40< 
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:ars, contains nothing but the fucceflions of 
■elates, and matters of little moment. 
An unnatural war having this year broken out 
jtween Henry and his fons, Richard archbifliop 
■ Canterbury, with Waleran bilhop of Ro- 
lefter, and feveral Norman bifhops and abbots, 
:ld a council at Caen in Normandy, by a man- 
ite from the pope ; in which, on Afcenfion- 
ly, they denoimced a fentence of excommuni- 
ition againft all who difturbed the peace of the 
,der Henry, except the young king '". About 
le fame time the archbiihdp wrote a letter to 
lat prince, expoftulating with him on the folly 
nd iniquity of his condu^ earnetlly intreating 
im to return to his duty, and concluding with 
a affurance, that if he did not do this in fifteen 
ays, he, as well as his followers, would be ex- 
ommunicated "". 

Thefe were fome of the laft tranfa£lions in 
'hich Richard archbilhop of Canterbury was en- 
;aged. For he died, after a fhort illnefs, Fe- 
iruary i6th, A. D. 1184, in the eleventh year 
if his pontificate'". He appears, to have been 
, prelate of a mild tenfper, innocent life, and 
noderate principles, condemning the unreafon- 
,ble immunities of the clergy, for which his pte- 
leceffor had contended with fo much violence, 
s equally pernicious to church and ftate'". 

•J' Hoveden, p. 354. col. 1. 

'!• Eplftol. P. KUfenf. Ep. 47. p. 69. "7 Ho»«!m, p. iSS- 

'" EpLftoI. P, Blereiir. Ep. yj.p. 109. 
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This made him no great favourite of the monks, 
who rcprefent him as too indolent, timid, and 
complying. Henry had been fo much aflifted 
by the late |)rimate, that he was impatient to fee 
his place fupplied ,by a perfon of ^ fimilar prin^ 
ciples ; and having fixed on Baldwin bifliop of 
Worcefter, he earneftly laboured to bring about 
his ele6Uon. In this he met with great oppofi- 
tion from the monks of Canterbury ; but at 
length, after feveral meetings, this oppofition was 
overcome, and Baldwin was elected '^'. 

About the beginning of this year, Heraclius, 
patriarch of Jerufalem, with the grand mafter of 
the knights-hofpitalers, arrived in England ; and 
being introduced to Henry at Reading, and 
falling at his feet, moft earneftly intreated him 
to come to the prote6Uon of the Holy Land, 
which was in danger of being loft ; prefenting 
him at the fame time with the keys of Jeru- 
falem and of the holy fepulchre ; together with 
a moft pathetic letter from the pope, exhorting 
him to undertake that expedition. Henry raifed 
them from the ground, with many expreffions 
of kindnefs and fympathy, promifing to give 
them an anfwer whert he had confulted his great 
council, which was to meet on the firft Sunday 
of Lent, at London '^. By this affembly, which 
was very full, the king was advifed not to en- 
gage in an expedition into the Holy Land, till 
he had confulted with the king of France j which 
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was given ~ as an anTwer to the two andoT- 
^dors**'. But that thejr might not have reafon 
to complain that their application had been al- 
together imfuccefsftil, Henry promiled them an 
aid of fifty thoufand marlu; and gave a per- 
roiffion to fuch of bis fubjefts as pleafed to take 
the crofs "**, 

About this time a quarrel began between Bald- 
win, archbiJhop of Canto-bury, ani the monks 
of his cathedrd, which made a mighty noife, 
and continued feveral years. The archtM&op, 
offended perh?ps at the keen oppofition that had 
been made by the monks to his elecHon, early 
difcoTered a difpofition to dtminiih thdr wealth ' 
and abridge their power. With this view he re- 
folved to erefl; a magnificent church and convent 
at Hackington, without the walls of Camerbory, 
to dedfcate it to St. Thomas Becket, and to fill 
it with fecular canons. For this purpcfe be not 
OTily obtained the king's confent, but he alTo 
procured a bull from the pope, Urban IIL au- 
thorifing his intended ercflion, and granting ]a3m 
I fourth of all the oblations at the toaab of Sl 
rhomas Becket to affift him in buikK^ the 
:hurch '*\ On this the nwDrk was imraedi^ely 
segun, and carried on with great rapidity ; at 
ffhich the monks of Canterbury were very mucb 
ilarmed. For they not only grudged that fliare 
)f the oblations granted by the pope, but began 

"> HoTtdcn. Annal. p. 359, Diteto, tol. $16. 

'•» Hoiedcn, p. 3J5. ,«, jj;^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ 



6 



to 



Cll. 2. % 3. 



RELIGION. 



¥» 



* to ftrfpe^ that the archbilhop intended to remove c«^-^^- 
the feat of hts fee, and perhaps the precious re- 
mains of their favourite faint, to his new church 
and -convent. Excited by thefe fufpicbns, they 
filled the whole kingdom with their clamours, 
as if the church, and even the Chriftian reli- 
gion, had been in danger. They complained 
to the king ; but met with no redrefs. They 
then appealed .to the pope, and notified their 
appeal to the archbiftiop, * December 20th, A. D, 
11S6, in hopes that he woqld have defifted from 
his works. But he was fo far from doing this, 
that he fufpended the prior s^nd monks, who had 
notified the appeal. The king made feveral at- 
tempts to perfuade the monks to refer their dif- 
•putes with the primate to him, or to the bifliops 
of the province. But all thefe attempts were 
fruitlefs, and they profecuted their appeal with 
fo much vigour, that they obtained a bull from 
the fame pope Urban, commanding the anch- 
bifliop to reftore the prior and moiAs, and to 
flop his works, which was intimated to him, 
March asth, A. D. 1187. This bull was dif- 
regarded by Baldwin, who proceeded with greater 
hafte than ever to finifh his buildings, having fent 
Peter of Blois, and fome other learned men, to 
Rome to vindicate his conduS. As a perfeS: 
concord at this time (ubfifted between the king 
and the archbifliop, the. latter was Supported in 
this conteft by all the power of the crown ; and 
Ralph de Glanv3e, chief jufticiary, iffued two 
writ^9 one commanding the prior and monJks to 

defift 
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[I- defift from prtifecuting their appeal to the pope, 
and the other citing them to appear before him- 
felf at London. Encouraged by this powerfui 
patronage, the primate feized all the poffeflions 
of the prior and monks-, who fent A deputation 
of their number to complain to the king, in 
Normandy, of this violence ; and alfo made 
another application to the pope. Urban, greatly 
enraged at the contempt with which his former 
mandate had been treated, fent a thundering bull 
to Baldwin (dated Odober 12th, A.D. 1187), 
commanding him to demolifh all his buildings 
at Hackington, to defecrate the ground on which 
they had been erefted, and reftore all their pof- 
feflions to the monks. He fent at the fame time 
a molt infolent epiflle to the king, commanding 
him to oblige the archbiOiop to fubmit to the 
above ,bull. When thefe letters were delivered 
to the king and primate, their counrenances fell 
(fays the monkilh hiftorian), and they began to 
fpeak to the monks in a kind and foothing llrabi. 
But this dejeftion was not of long continuance. 
For in a few days the news arrived, that Urban 
was dead, and that cardinal Albert, a particular 
friend of the archbifhop, was chofen pope, and 
had aiTumed the name of Gregory III, On this 
the primate refumed courage ; and refolving to 
bring the refraSory monks to fubmiffion, he 
fhut them up prifoners in their convent, and ex- 
communicated the fub-prior, and fome others. 
When they were in this confinement, the king 
and the primate fent feveral agents to prevail 
upon 
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upon them, both by threats and promifes, to Cent.xii. 
withdraw their appeals, arid give their confent to 
the new ereftion at Hackington. But they re- 
mained undaunted in their oppofition, and fuf- 
pended all divine fervice In the cathedral, being 
encouraged by the citizens of Canterbury, who 
fupplied them plentifully with neceffaries, and 
even delicacies. When things had continued in 
this ftate about two months, the news arrived of 
another change at the court of Rome, by the 
death of Gregory, and the eleftion of Clement 
in. who was as great a friend to the monks as 
the former had been to the primate. The fcene 
was now entirely changed. Clement iffued a 
bull, dated February 26th, A. D. 11 88, com- 
manding Baldwin to demolifli alt his works at 
Hackington, and to repair all the damages he 
had done to the monks at Canterbury. When 
this bull was difregarded, another was iiflued, 
dated March i6th, commanding the atbot of 
Feverfliam to excommunicate all perfons who 
had any of the goods or eftates of the convent 
in their poffeffion ; which that abbot performed. 
But the excommunicated were fo powerfully fup- 
ported by the king and / primate, that they treated 
that higheft cenfure with contempt. Honorius, 
the prior of Canterbury, who had long refided 
at the papal court to profecute his appeals, pre- 
vailed upon pope Clement to appoint the bifliop 
of Oftea his legate a latere^ and fend him into 
England to fee his bulls executed in their full 
extent. But when the legate and prior were 

pre* 
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preparing for their journey, they were both fazed 
with* and died of the plague, which then raged 
with great violence at Rome. A fecond legate 
was appointed, who died on his journey at Pavia, 
in DeceiiJjcr A. D. 1 1 88. The partifans of the 
archbilhop .were much elated by thefe events, 
giving out, that heaven had efpoufed his caufe,. 
and that be had wrought feveral miracles. But 
the irrefiftible power of the pope at length pre- 
vailed, and the archbifliop, after a brave ftruggle 
of more than three years, was obliged to de- 
moliih all the buildings he had ereOed at Hack- 
ington; and the pertinadous monks, fightii^ 
under the papal banu^, obtained a complete vic- 
tory over their toveimga and ihdr prinute *". 

The hiftory of the ehurch of Scotland jii th« 
reigns of Malcolm die Maiden, and William th^ 
Imux, who were contemporaries with Henry II, 
is fo imperfedtly preferved, that it doth not merit 
very much attention. Robert bjOiop of 1^. An- ' 
drew's died A. D. 1159, and was fucceeded by 
Arnold abbot of Kelfo; who fiirvived only ooe 
year and ten months. Richard, one of the 
king's chaplains, was chofen to fucceed hitn. 
But Roger, ardibilhop of York, claiming a 
right to perform the ceremony of his confecra* 
tion, he was not confecrated till about two years 
after, by the bifliops of Scotland'**. The arch- 
bilhop complained of this to the court of Rome, 

••* Gtirai, col. 1488—1^50. ■«! Spotlifuroodc, p. 3S. 
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afid was ^ppofeted the j)ot)c'8 legate in Scodand ; Ctnt. lat^ 
agaJnft which die Scotch clergy made vety Atang ~^"^*^ 
i*«Honftt^nces^ ahd at length obtained a buU 
from Alexander IIL A. D. 1165^ di^^ftmg 
the primate of York of his legantine antho* 
flty*^ 

The independency of the church of Scotland, Archbi. 
%$ well as of the Idngdooi, was endangered by Yofk^dc. 
the unfortunate captivity of WilHam the Um. ^"^^^^J"' 
In the treaty of peace indeed, A. t). 1 1 74, on Scotland, 
which that prince obtained his liba'ty, it was 
only ftipulated, «* That the church cS Scotland 
•< (hould yield that fubje£Uon to the church of 
^ England that it had been accuftomed to yield 
^ in the reigns of former kings '•^'' Bm though 
'by this article of the treaty, the controverfy be- 
tween the churches of Dngland and Scotland 
feemed to be left upon its former footmg; yet 
king William was prevailed upon, by means 
now unknown, to with a letter to the pope^ 
A.D. 1175) acknowledging, that the church of 
Scotland had in former times been fubjeft to the 
archbiihops c^ Yoii:, and that the church of 
York had been deprived of the exercife of its 
audiority by force ; and piiaying his holinefs to 
reftore that church to the pofieffion of its rights. . 
In confequence of this letter the pope iflued a 
bull, fubje£ting the church of Scotland to the 
primacy of the archtHihops of York "••. 



1*6 Spottifwoode, p. 36* Wilkin. Concil. t. t, p. 461. 
"■^7 Diceto» eot. $%^» Bronpt. col. 1 104. 
^^* Wilkin. Concil. t, x. p. ^St, ^Uu 
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Cent. XII. The clergy of Scotland did not tamely ac- 
Thc cicr- qvnefce in this decifion. For at a great couacil 
gy of Scot- held at Northampton, A. D. 11765 by cardinal 

landrcfufc .. , ,1 1. 1. i_- c 

to ac. Huguzon, the pope s legate, where, the kings oi 
ied^ihe ^ngland and Scotland, and the chief nobility 
primacy of and clergy of both kingdoms, were prefent; 
when the Scotch prelates were required to make 
their fubmiflion to the archbifliop of York as 
their primate, agreeable to the article of the late 
treaty, to which they had fwom, they denied that 
the clergy of Scotland had ever been accuftomed 
to pay fuch fubmiflion to that fee ; and affirmed, 
that they were not obliged to pay it'^. One 
Gilbert, a young canon ,of Glafgow, is faid to 
have gained great honour on this occafion, by 
his bold and eloquent defence of the immunities* 
of the church of Scotland; for which he was 
foon after made bifliop of Caithnefs and chan- 
cellor of the kingdom'^**. Roger archbifliop of 
York fupported his pretenfions with much fpirit, 
and no fmall evidence; but by the influence of 
his great adverfary Richard archbifliop of Canter- 
bury, the Scotch prelates were allowed to depart 
without making any fubmiflion '^\ 
Council of The clergy of Scotland, in order to guard 
burgii. againfl: the encroachments of their neighbour of 
York, folicited the pope to fend a legate into 
their country to determine this controverfy. ta 
compliance with this application, his holinefs 

»^ Hoveden, Annal. p. 315. 

■70 Fordun, p. 714. Boeth, 1. 1}« p. 17a, Leftseus, 1. 6. 

"' HovedcD, AnnaLp. 315. 
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difpatcHed cardinal Vivian, with a legantine Cent.xii. 
commiffion over Scotland, . Ireland, and , Nor- 
way '^*, When the legate arrived in Scotland, 
he held a council of the prelates and clergy of 
that kingdom in the caftle of Edinburgh, then 
called the Cajile of Maidens^ Auguft ift, 1177. 
The canons of this council are not preferved, 
though we. are told in general, that it revived 
fome old and made fome new conftiturions ^^^ 
Chriftian bilhop of Whithorn was fufpcnded 
from the exercife of the epifcopal office by this 
council, for refufing to come to it, and pre- 
tending that he was a fuffragan of the archbilhop 
of York '^^. Immediately after the difmiffioti of 
the council of Edinburgh, Vivian was recalled 
by the pope, on many complaints of his avarice 
and extortions from the clergy, in the feveral 
countries of his legation '^^ 

Richard bifhop of St. Andrew's having died Dlfputca 
A. D. 1 178, a violent difpute arofe about the eiraionof 
choice of his fucceffor, which continued feveral abiftopof 

' . St. An- 

years. The monks made a hafty eleftion, and drcw's. 
chofe John Scot, an Englifliman, their arch- 
deacoa, to be their bifhop. The king (^Wil- 
liam the Lion), much offended at their prrfump- 
tion, fwore by the arm of St. James, that Scot 
Ihould never enjoy that bifhopric, and com- 
manded them to proceed to a new eleftion, re- 
commending Hugo, one of his chaplains, and 

»^» Brompt. col. mo. "^3 Coivcil. Wilkin, 1. 1. p. 486. 

*7* Bromptun, col. nil. 

^7' Id. ibid. Chron. de MaihoSi p. 173. 
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Cent.xit. fending* Joceline biibop of Glafgow. to fuperin- 
tcnd their canduft. in d^edience to the royal 
Auidate, X fecond eledion was made, in pre* 
fence of bifcop Joceline, and Hugo was cbofen. 
John Scot, not willing to relinquilh his right, 
appealed to the pope; who confirmed his elcc- 
tioB, zod feat Alexius, fubdeacon of Rome, as 
his legate into Scotland, A.D. riSo, to fee 
him confecrated. Alexius met with much oppo- 
fitian in the ^execution of his commifiian; for 
which he excommunicated fome clergymen of 
the royal party, and laid the whole bifliopric of 
St. An.drew*s under an interdift. This legate 
held a council of the bifhops, abbots, and clergy 
dF Scotland, i8th June A. D, n8o, in the 
church of the Holy Crofs, near the caftk of 
Maidens, or ^Edinburgh, at which John Scot 
was confecrated bi(hop of St. Andrew's, by Mat- 
thew biflK>p of Aberdeen, his uncle, with great 
pomp, and Hugo his competitor was depofed "*. 
But it was not in the power of the papal legate 
to give the revenues of the fee of St. Andrew's 
to the new bifliop ; who, finding himfelf with 
only, the name, without the powa* or poficffions 
of a bilhop, and expofed to the indignation of 
the king and hk courtiers, left the country, and 
returned to Rome to renew his complaints; 
which were fiavourably heard *''. For Alexander 
in. irritated at the oppofition that had been 
given to his legate, excommunicated Hugo for 

»7« Hoveden. Anna!, p. 341, «77 Chron» Maikofyp. i7*»J75' 
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refufing to refign his pretenfii^iSy and to farrender Cent. xir. 
the paftoral fll^ and ring '^. The pope alfo ap- 
pointed Roger arcbbiihop of York and Hugo 
bifliop of Durham his legates in Scotland, with 
authority to excommunicate the king of Scot* 
bmd, and to lay his whole kingdom under an 
interdict, if he refufed to admit John Scot to 
the peaceable enjoyment of his biihoprie. He 
^fo wrote to the king, acquainting hun with the 
authority he had given to his legates^ and threat* 
ening to confirm thdr fentences of excommuni* 
cation and interdidy if he did not receive bifhop 
Scot into his favour, within twenty days after he 
received that letier, Williatn was io fkr from 
complying with thefe papal didates, that he ba« 
niflied bifliop Scot, Matthew bifhop of Aber- 
deen, wiH> had confecrated him, and all th^ 
deigy who acknowledged him for their bifliop, 
kogether with all their friends and relations : on 
which the legates pronounced the dreaded fen-* 
fences of excommunication and interdiflt **^ 
When William king of Scotland was in Nor- 
naady, A. D. liSi, he fent ambafladors to 
Borne with the following propofals for an accom- 
inof^on,— *That the bifliop of Aberdeen fhould 
be reftored to all his poffeffions ; and that bifliop 
Scot fliould be allowed to return to Scotland, to 
enjoy the preferments he had before his election, 
Ifidi a penfiott of forty marks a-year, and flioiitcl 
have the firft bifliopric that became vacant* But 
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•ft^J*.^^^' thiBfe.;prDpof4l» were rcjefted by' the pope'*** 
Hpwever, ^AJe«ander. flL .the great friend and 
patron oi biihop §^ot, having died September 
acth, A^D. ii8i, and Roger 'ar4shbiifliop of 
York, :hi8 other* chief prote&or, tevmg alfo 
died. NOTeD[d>er 21ft, the king was encouraged 
to renew his negotiations for an accommodation 
with the church, and lent Joceline bifiiop of 
Gdafgow, with thet abbots of Melrofs and Kelfo, 
his a.iQb^fiadors to Rome ifor that purpofe. Thefe 
axnbaffadprs mjet with: a very favourable recep- 
tion from the new popei Lucius: HL land were 
fa fuccefsful in thdr negotiati<«i8^ . thiat they pro- 
cured, a; bull, dated March i^h, A* D. 11 8a, 
r.eipoying the interdift, : and ahfolving the king 
and all his fubjeds who .had been:.exco^muni' 
cated:\'. r As a further , proof of his r^ard, the 
pope fent a rofe of gold,- with his baiedidion/ 
to the king ; and apppmted Rolland bilhop of 
pol, and Silvanus abbot of Recval, his kgates^ 
to determine the controverfy between the two 
pretenders to the fee of St. Andrews *'*. The ^ 
king, by thefe legates, offered to bifbop Scot ( 
the bilhopric of Dunkeld, the chancellorship <rf 
the kingdom, and a^penfion of forty marks, if 
he would relign his. pnejtenfions to the kp of St; 
Andrews. Biihop Scotr agreed to zfK^t of thefe 
terms„ on cpnditioa that his. rival. Hugo alfo 
t^^figned bis . pretenfion^ ,But the kio^ bang 
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dtber unable or unwifling to perftiade Hugo to p*'^-^^^* 
make that reiignation, the legates fummoned 
both the pretenders to appear before the pope ^\ 
They accordingly appeared before his holinefs at 
Viletrie, A. D. 1183, and were both commanded 
to refign the bifliopric of St* Andrews into the 
pope's hands j with which they complied. A 
few days after, the pope^ in a full cbnftftor} of 
all the cardinals, reilored and confirmed the bi- 
ihopric of St. Andrews to Hugo, and granted 
the bifhopric of Dunkeld, with every thing the 
king of Scotland bad promifed, to bifhop Scot. 
Both prelates returned foon after to Scotland, 
and took poflfeffion of their refpefluve fees '^\ 
But this violent and dangerous controverfy, 
* Which feemed' now to be finally terminated, was 

renewed not long after, and took a different turn. 
For bifliop Scot being much diflajtisfied With the 
decifion of pope Lucius, and hoping for more 
favour from- hi^ fucceffor Urban III. complained, 
that fome of his goods had not been reftored to 
him, according to agreement, and therefore re- 
newed his claim to the bifhopric of St* Andrews. 
t Urban received this complaint and claim; and 

fummoned bifhop Hugo to appear before him, 
to defend his title to the difputed bifhopric ; and 
gave a commiffion to JoceHne bilhop of Glafgow, 
tfrith the abbdts of Mrflrofs, Newbottle, and 
Dunf^^rmline, firft to fufpend him if he did not 
obey the papal fummons, and if, after that, he 

»»5 'Hotcden, AoOnU p. 353. "^ Id. p. 35;. 
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^imxii. continued rcfraSory, to pronowce the mom 
formidable fentence of excommunication. In 
confequencc of this commifiion^ and of Hugo's 
difobedience, thefe legates pronounced firft a 
fentence of fufpenfion againfl: him, and after- 
wards a fentence of excommunication ''^ Pope 
Clement in. by a bull, dated at Pifa, January 
1 6th, A. D. 1 1 88, declared the fee of St. Aa^ 
drews vacant, and direded the above legates to 
command the chapter to proceed to the dedion 
of a bifhop, and to ufe all their influence to 
make their choice to fall on biihop Scot. At 
the fame time he wrote — to the clergy of St* 
Andrews, to receive Scot as their bifliop,-^o 
the king of Scotland, no longer to oppofe that 
prelate, — ^to the king of England, to perfuade 
William by arguments, or to compel him by 
iforce, to admit Scot to the peae^ble pofleifipq 
of the fee of St. Andrews '^ But all thefe 
bulls were ineffedual : for biihop Scot finding 
that the averfion of the king was invincible, and 
that he could not enjoy the biibopric to which he 
had fo long afpired in peace, made a fecond ro^ 
fignation of it ; and Hugo going to Rome, wai 
abfolved from the fentences of excommunica<> 
tion and fufpenfion, and reftored tp the longT 
litigated bifhopric. But he did not long furviv^ 
this favourable turn in his a^^; for being 
feized by the plague, which then raged at RotnCv 
he died m the month of Auguft A. p. ii8$ /^^ 



•" Hoveden* Amial* p. 36t« 
, i'T |d. p, 370. 
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Thus^oded this long and violent conteft ' bet ween Cem.xii. 
the courts of Rqme and Scotland, in which WiU 
liam the Lion aded with great fpirit and firm-^ 
nets* But his fuccefs feems to have been partly 
owing to the feafonable death of that haughty in- 
flexible pontiff, Alexander HI. and to the cha- 
fader of John Scot, who had nather the coarage, 
abiHties, not obftinacy of a Becket. Roger, a 
near rdation of the king, and fon of Robett 
earl of Leicefter, was ele&ed bifliop of St. An- 
drews, April 13th, A. D. 1 1 89. John Scot 
biihop of Dunkeld was prefent at, and confent^* 
ing to, his ele&ion ^\ 



SECTION. IV. 

The ecekfiaJHcat Hiftory rf Gnat Britain^ from 
the acceffim of Richard L A* D. 11 89, to the 
death of king John A. D. 1 2 1 6. 

I 

r A S the ecclefiaftical tranfaftions in England, ' "•^• 

JLjL in the rdgn of Richard I. were not of great c»nt fen 

importance, they do not merit a minute detail. J^'j^^-f *j 

Though the heart of this prince was wholly fet Pipe well. 

on his expedition into the Holy Land, and his 

thoughts much employed in making preparations 

for it; yet he beftowed fome attention, in the 

beginning of his reign, on the affairs of the 

church, ^at he nught leave it in a (late of tran- 

>^s Hoveden, AnnaU p. 370. ClirM. Matlroff, p. 178. 
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Cent. XII. quillhy. With this view he held a gitsat council 
'^^'^*" of his prelates and clergy at the, abbey of KpeweH 
in Northaniptonfliire, in September A. D. 1 1 89, 
in which he filled up all the vacant fees, by nomi- 
nating Geoffrey de Lucy to that of Winchefter, 
Richard archdeacon of Ely to Lincohi, Willianoi 
Longchamp, his chancellor, and great favourite, 
to Ely, Hubert Fitz-Walter dean of York to 
Salifbury, and his own natural brother Geoffrey 

' to. York. On this laft nomination, Baldwin 

archbifliop of Canterbury flood up in the counol, 
and claimed the fole right of confecrating the 
eleft of York, producing a charter of William 
the Conqueror, in fupport of that claim. No 
decifion feems to have been given by the council 
on this claim» and Baldwin appealed to the 
pope \ 

\ rifpote In the month of November this year, John 

tKe'^rch- Cardinal of Anagnia, the pope's legate, landed 

; biftiopand at Dovcr, with, a commiffion to terminate the 

J the monks i , ./i t* i i • 

of Canier- oifpute between archbilhop Baldwm and the 
minatedr* Hioiiks of his cathedral, about the buildings at 
I Ila^kington. But the king, defirous of ter- 

minating this troublefome and violent conteft by 
his own authority, fent^ a meflage to the legate, 

to remain at Dover till he received further orders. 

i 

In the mean time, Richard, with his mother 
queen Eleanor, and a great number of bifhops, 
abbots, and priors, arrived at : Canterbury, and 
with much difBculty made a compromife between 

i • ■> 

[ ' ■ Hoveilen, Annal. p, 376. 
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the contending pahnss, xchich'wasiptit^ ia 'Wili ^^^^^] 
ing^ arid .figiiBd' by th^'^'king, queen, iDiihop^, 
and abbots. This i^combo^atidn' ^aj itiixiiK 
in favour of the moiAs ^^ ht TC)y' «r the ^rf» df 
Chrift's Chuixh^ who had' bien^ ^ppointad by 'the 
arcbbi(hop, was^^'to be turned ioat, atidi<sdl iht 
magmficoit buildings at Hapkington . to be puU^ 

After the d^patture* of i Richard on his:eificdt ^V^^'\J 
lion into th^> Holy- Lan^IlY^^m Loiig|ch&&p^ couoci^s.j^ 
biihop of £lf, 3vbo: A^as.jrt.kmce chief .^ufti^iairy^ . ., ui^ 
chaqcellor, apd papal bgate^ ' reigned^ for (omie 
time in Epgl^nd, ; itith .0»pi}e,than regal .pflvrer^ 
and lived in , qi<>re ■. tba$i 1 royil ponaqp. /./Bui 
haughty .prelate,, by .yift^je:pf;^hila lqga9iMiibeTC0Q> 
jniifioD, held twj^ coun^il&.'Pi&he cQujciie sXr this 
y^r, one. at Gioucefttiri and the other> a|j iWjefl> 
niiniler, chiefiy vrith aaa.' intention to . p^^^ \si 
ofteiuatiqus difplay of h}s -t^wii greatnefs ^^ i^x J^ 
bulinefs of importance was dojq^ at either-«of-ithei(i^ 

C0undl8\r^ .... ' . J M • ' V ',. . ., 

JBaldwin, ar^hbifliop of^^Canterbury,^ , fdajcd • "9'* 

with the ^idemic frenzy of the times, ha4 t^iM9 h^ftlop 
upon hin;i the crpfs, at a council held at Qaitjng- ^^^j^J][,*"|j, 
ton, February , 15th, A. D. 1188 j and. hf^^ying ti ly 
fpent about three years in preaching up; the ,^*.e,ch« 
croifade, and preparing for his expeditioa, .he <i»M« 
embarked at Dover March 25th, ^ A. D. s\^\y 
abandoning both the honours and duties of » his 

^ Hoveden, Anoal. p. 377. 3 Wilkin* Concil. 1. z. p, 493*. 
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m^rtstit fl^itioQ ^ After Aiflfeiing many haord- 
flups: % his vo^jjlge, he arrived in the Ghriftian 
^rmy a( the . iie^e of Ptolemais, where be died, 
^oYiember aoth, the fiime year *. 

The report of archbifliop Baldwin's deatb 
reaching England in the beginning of March 
A. D« II 9a, the dilute between the monks of 
Canterbury and the bifhops of the province^ 
about the right of «le&ion, which had fo often 
jdifturbed the tranquillity of the church of £1^ 
knd, wajs a^un revived. The biftkop of Lcm*- 
don^ to prevo^it th^ monks from proceeding to an 
immediate defUon, wmt in hafie to Canterbury^ 
accompanied by an officer of the exchequer, and 
•comms^ed them to take/ no ft^ towards fu{^ply* 
ing the vacancy in the archiepifcopal chair, with* 
^ut the confent of the king and of ^he biihops 
of the province; on which the monks protefted 
fer the fecurity of thor right of ele&ion, and of 
aJl their other rights ^ WilKam Longchamp, 
who was both chief judiciary and the papal legate, 
prefented a letter, May 25th, from the king to the 
convent, giving a high charadbr of WilKam 
archbi(hop of Mountreale, in Sicily, and com- 
jpfltan^g them to receive him as their archbifliop. 
To this demand the monks gave the following 
«ifwer, in a great coimcil at Northampton in 
June— *^ That they had no certain evidence of 
** the death of archbifliop Baldwin^ who they 



4 Gervat Chron. col. ijix. 1564. 
^I^coLi^e;. Diceto, col. 4^6* 
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^* hoped t^aft ftfll alive; and therefore they Cfnt^xiL 
^* craved a dday, till that fad was afcertained/' 
Itiis was at laft granted, after very warm debates \ 
In this interval the monks turned out fuch of thdr 
number as they fufpeded of unfleadinefs, parti- 
euhrly their prior, 0(bem, and placed Geoffrey, 
the iiiib*prior, in his room*. The commotions 
tfa^t arofe about this time, occafioned by the im-^ 
prifonment of Geoffrey archbifhop of York, in 
the caftle of Dover, by order of William Long- 
champ, prevented any farther proceedings in the 
afiair of Cianterbury, till after the public tran* 
quilHty was in fome degree reftored by the flight 
of Longchamp out of the kingdom ^ On this 
event prince John, and Walter archbifhop of 
Rouen, who had then the chief dire&ion of a^rs, 
held a council at London about the end of Odo- 
ber; in which the monks of Canterbury, being 
required to give thdr confent to the eledion of 
the archbifhop of Mountreale, returned this artful 
anfwer,— *** That they could not in confcience 
give their confent at prefent to the election of 
the perTon propofed, until they were better 
acquainted with his charader, and until they 
^* had aiked council of the Lord, and felt the 
<< divine diredion upon thdr minds." The 
turchUfliop of Rouen, who fecretly afpired to the 
{Mimacy of England, was well pleafed with this 
anfwer, granted a month's delay, and pioufly 
exhorted the monks to pray hesutily during aU 

7 Ocrtasy col. 1159. s i^ cqI, h^o. t Sit dttpi i. p. %o%. 
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■ that timcforthe diredtionof Heaven'?. Another 
council wjs accordingly called at Canterbury, 
November aStli, for the eleftion of an arch- 
biftiop. The monks' having formed their plan 
beforehand, as foon as the council met, Geof- 
frey their prior flood up, and declared, in their 
name, that they chofe, by the direftion of the 
Holy Trinity, Reginald biOiop of Bath to be 
their archbilhop ; and at the fame time look 
that bilhop by the hand, conduced him into the 
cathedial, arid placed him in the archiepifcop^ 
throne. On tliis (fays the contemporary hifto- 
rian) the archbifiiop of Rouen turned pale, an4 
fell a-trembling, feeing all his hopes blafted". 
But Reginald did not long enjoy his new and up- 
expefled dignity : for he fell fick foon after his 
eledion, and died December 26th, A. D. 119?- 

The news of king Richard's captivity reaching 
England in the beginning of this year, threw the 
whole kingdom into fo much confufion, that no 
fteps were taken for fofne tipie for fupplying this 
new vacancy in the fee of Canterbury. But the 
king himfelf, being fcnfibie that an able and 
zealous friend in that important flation might 
contribute not a little to raife his ranfom and 
procure his iliberty, wrote a letier from his prifon 
to hip mother queen F-leaaor and his minifters, 
eameftly intrealing them to procure the advance- 
ment of. Hubert Fitz- Walter bifliop of SalithuT 
(who had been with him in the Holy Land, and 

, •" GeirMjiol. isj!. . " Id. col. ij**. 
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yras lately returaisd into England) to Aeprimacyw Ce^.xif: 
Tbefe ramifters managed this matter >vitb fo ^^■**'^''"*^ 
much dexterity, that Hubert was unanin^oufly 
lelefted archbifliop by the monks of < Canterbury, 
May 29th, A»D. 1193* ^^^ ^^ unanimoufly 
approved by the bifcops of the province the day 
after", 

. The long and violent contefts of Geoffrey, "^^J^"^^ 
archbifliop of York, . with his brother king wihop of 
Richard, — with the archbifliop of Canterbury,— ^l^^J^^j 
and with the clergy of his own cathedral, feeija the p»i)c ' 
to* have been the effeds of clerical pride, and > 
paffion ; and though th^y occafioned much dif- ] 

quiet and confufion ia thofe times, they are 
jiardly worthy of a place in hiftory'^ It may 
only be proper to obferve, that the archbifliop 
of Canterbury, having obtained a legantine 
commiiSon from the pope, dated March' i8th, 
A. D. II 95, made a progrels into the north, and 
held a fynod of the clergy of the province of 
York in the cathedral of that city, in which he 
made feveral canons, and eftabliflied his own 
authority, which was the chief objeflt of his 
journey*^. Sooij after this the enemies of the 
archbifliop of York became fo numerous and 
^ powerful, that they prevailed againft him at "the 
court of Rome ; and he was fufpended from his 
offices and benefices by pope Celeftine. The 
pretence for this fevere cenfure was, that he 

" Gervas, col. ^583. 

13 Hoveilen, Anna), p. 417. GevTafii Chrdn. col. 1584. 
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negleded the dud^ of his facred fan6tion, and 
fpent his time in hunting and hawking ; but the 
real reafon of it feems' to have been, that he xira^ 
an enemy to vexatious appeals to Rome, and 
endeavoured to pr^rent them '*. 

Both the king and the biihops of the province 
of Canterbury had long been very much offended 
at the monks of that cathedral, for the exclufive 
right that they claimed^ and the great influence 
that they had obtained, in the eledion of the 
archbifhops* To diminifh that influence, the 
late archbifliop had attempted to eftablifli a fodety 
of fecular canons at Hackington near Canter- 
bury; and though he had been fliamefully 
baffled in that attempt^ his fucceffor, the prefent 
archbiflK>p Hubert, formed the ddign of efta- 
blifliing a fimilar fodety at Lambeth, near Lon- 
don, hoping that the diftance of the place from 
Canterbury would preveiit any oppofition. But 
in this he was miftaken. Nothiiig could efeape 
the vigilance of the fufpicious monks, who 
immediately took the alarm, and commenced a 
mod violent oppofition. Both the king and the 
archbifliop took all poflible pains to allay their 
fears, and gain their confent. In order to this 
they propofed, — ^that every canon of Lambeth, 
before his admifGon into his oflice, fliould go 
down to Canterbury, and take a folemn oath at 
the high altar of the cathedral ;— -that he would 
never claim a vote in the ele&ion of an arch- 



ie HoTcden, Annal. p. 433. 



bifhop, 



(%. 2. $4* 



RELIGION. 



4«9 



I 



bifliop»-^hat he would never confent to the Cent, xir^ 
removing of the fee of Canterbury, or the reliques 
qf St. Thomas, from that city;— -and, in a word, 
Aat he would never do any thing to the pre* 
judice of the ancient rights of the church of Can* 
terbury. But nothing would fatisfy the monks, 
who inftantly fent two of their number to Rome ; 
where they met with a moft favourable reception, 
and (boa returned with a bull from pope Inno- 
cent III. dated April 25th, A. D. 11 97, directed 
to the archbifliop at Canterbury, and, command- 
fog that prelate, in the moft imperious ftrain, to 
demoliih all the buildings he had ereded at Lam* 
beth, within thirty days, under the penalty of 
being fufpended from his office : ^^ For it is not 
^* fit ((ays this iniblent pontiff in his bull) that 
^^ any man fhould have any authority, who doth 
^^ not revere and obey the apoftoUc fee ^.** The 
archhifh<^ was greatly (hocked and perplexed 
when he received this bull, and employed every 
method he could invent to gain the confent of 
the mosdts to a (bort delay of its execution. The 
king was ftill more enraged at the condud of the 
monks, in applying to Rome without his know* 
ledge ; and in a letter he threatened them with 
his higheft indignation, and the confifcation of 
all their poffejffions, if they infifted on the execu* 
tion of the papal hull* But the monks were 
^te inflexible; ztud. knowing themfelves to be 
kcuve under the protection of the Roman pontiff, 
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that Girald, on iriiom thde lename* «<n be* 
{lowed, wu oae of the luiqi['s moft open and 
inveterate eoemies, to which the pope vu no 

ftranger. 

Notwithftanding all the calamities that the 
Chridian world in general, and the king and 
kingdom of England in particular, had fuffoed 
by the late unfortunate espediticm into the Hdy 
X.and, pope Innocent was not athamed to let aaotber 
aufade on foot, and that in a manner fuited 
to his imperious charaOer and high pretecfiont. 
He iflued a bull, dated December 37th, A'D* 
1199, direOed to all the prelates of the Chiiflw 
church, commanding them, and all their dagft 
by the amhonty of the 3f>oftolic &e«— of ahtugtitT 
God, — and of the Holy Ghoft, and wd^ tl» 
penalty of eternal damnation, to pay the fbiiictk 
part of all their revenues, for ddraying the a- 
pence of this expedition, which was to be com- 
manded by two cardinal named by the popCt 
The bull contains many direfUons about the 
manner of levying this tax upon the deigy, and 
of collefling the voluntary contributions of the 
laity, which are all exprefled in the language of 
fupreme authority". This was the firft attempt 
to impofe a tax on the clergy of all natiow, by 
the authority of the pope, as foverdgn of tbc- 
church; which ought to have excited univerfal 
indignation. But thofe dark unhappy times m« 
the proper feafon for fuch daring ufurpations on 

*" Uovcdeot Aniol. p. 44J. 
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the rights of mankind. It was probably to carry Ccnuxu. 
this bull into execution, that Hubert archbifliop 
of Canterbury held a counciL of the clergy at 
Weftminfter, A. D. 1200, in fpite of the prohi- 
biticm of Geoffrey Fitz-Peter, earl of Effex, and 
high jufticiary of England *'. This much we 
know however with certainty, that this papal tax 
was coUeded in England, and the money arifing 
from it was carried to Rome by Philip, a notary 
of that church. " But (fays a contemporary 
hiftorian) it will never be applied to the pur- 
pofe for which it was raifed, unlefs the Ro- 
^' mans have changed their nature, and relin^ 
" quiflied their innate rapacity**/' King John 
was fo far from refenting this intolerable infult 
upon the rights of his crown and independency 
of his kingdom, by a foreign power impofing a 
tax on his fubjefts without his confent, that he 
voluntarily granted the fortieth part of his own 
revenues to the pope, and exhorted his barons to 
imitate his example *^ : a demonftration that 
this weak prince did not underftand the preroga- 
dves of his crown, or that he had not the wifdom 
and fortitude to defend them. 

At the fame time that the pope impofed this Cent-xiiL 
tax on the clergy for defraying the expence of **®*' ^® 
his intended croifade, he fent his ' emiffaries into ^ ^^^^^ 
all countries, and particularly into England, to f*^«« 
exhort the laity to take the crofs. The moll 
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Cent.xiii. remarkable of thefe emiffaries was Euftachius 
abbot of Flay in Normandy, who pretended to 
work m^ny miracles, and tp have received a 
letter from heaven, written by the hand of God, 
in which he threatened to rain flicks and ftones, 
and boiling water, on all who frequented fairs 
and markets on Sunday ^^ The declamations of 
this enthufiafl produced great effeds. The Sub^ 
days fairs and markets were for fome time 
deferted, and multitudes of all ranks crowded to 
take the crofs, which he warmly recommended. 
When thefe deluded people had leifure to refleft 
on what they had done, they repented of their 
rafhnefs, and would gladly have declined em- 
barking in fo diftant and dangerous an expedi- 
tion. But they foon found that there was no 
triflipg with the court of Rome. For the pope 
• no fooner heard of this backwardnefs, than h« 
ifTued a thundering bull, dated May 5th, A. D. 
1 20 1, direfted to the archbifhops and bifhops of 
England, commanding them to excommunicate 
by name, and with all poffiblq folemnity, every 
perfon who had taken the crofs, and refufed or 
delayed to fulfil his engagements ^^. This 
obliged all who had been fo imprudent, as to 
take the crofs, to go upon this croifade, or to 
purchafe a difpeufation, which was not eafily 
obtained. It may not be improper to take noti(X% 
that the great - army that was raifed on this occa- 
lion by the authority of the pope, and conduced 
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by hia counfds, was not employed in refcumg the Ccnt,xiit. 
Holy Land from the hands^of, infidels, but in 
dethroning the Chriftian emperor of Conftanti- 
Hople in order to fubjefl: that empire io the fee -of 
Rome*^ 

Few events were more to be dreaded by a 
king of England in this period, than a vacancy 
in the fee of Canterbury, which was commonly Huben 
produftive of a tiolent conteft at home^ and a 
no lefs violet conflifl: with the court of Rome. 
But no vacancy in that fee had ever been attended 
with fuch fatal confequences as that which hap- 
pened at this time, on the death of archbifliop 
Hubert, July i,8th, A. D. 1205 ^\ Thefe con- 
fequences were indeed fo Angular and important 
that they merit a very diftind confideratioh. 

The' monks of the cathedral of Canterbury had JZ? *"** 
long claimed an exclufive right to eleflt - their cieaed, 
archbifliops ; but this right had always been dif- 
puted by the kings of England and the prelates 
of the province. On this occafiort the monks 
determined to exclude their competitors from any 
ihare in the eleflion, by making a fecret iand 
fudden choice, before the vacancy could be 
generally known. As foon therefore as they 
heard of the death of Hubert, they held a chapter, 
in the night-time, and chofe their own fub-prior 
Reginald to be archbifliop, and placed him in 
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the archiepifcopal throne. At the {ame time 
ihey obliged Reginald to take an oath, that he 
would not publiJh his etedion without the con- 
tent of the convent, and fent bim away nest 
morning, with fome of thdr own number, to 
Rome, to obtain the approbation of the pope. 
This fcheme was well contrived; and would 
probably have been crowned with fuccefe, if the 
vanity of Reginald had not got the better of lus 
prudence, and even of the obUgation of his oath. 
For he no fooner arrived in ]t1anders, than he 
lifumed the ftate of the archbiihop-ele£l <^ 
Canterbury, and ftiewed the letters of his eleftion 
to feveral perfons. The news of this foon 
reached England, and occafioned no little noife. 
The monks were fo much offended at the mif- 
condufl of their eleft, that they determined to 
abandon him, in order to make their peace with 
the king, whofe indignation they juflJy dreaded, 
rhey accordingly fent fome of their number to 
the king, to aJk his leave to proceed to the elec- 
tion of an archbifliop, and to obtain it they 
fecretly agreed to chufe John de Gray bifliop of 
Norwich. As foon as thefe agents returned to 
Canterbury with the king's licence, a chapter was 
held, and John de Gray was unanimoufly chofen 
archbiOiop; and, on his arrival, was folemnly 
enthroned in the prefence of the king, who 
immediately put him in poflefSon of the tem- 
poralities of the fee. That nothbg might be 
wanting to render this election valid, fome of the 
6 monks 
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monks were difpatched to Rome to procure the CenLXiii. 
approbation of the pope *^ ^— -v-**^ 

But this affair, which was already fufEciently »*«>^- 
cmbarraffed by a double eleSion, became now {^ ^f 
more perplexed by the appearance of a third party. ^'"J* "P" 
The bifliops of the province, who had always Ronjcand 
claimed a fliare in the eleftion of their metropo- Jjite?!^ 
litan, had been quite neglefted in the late elec- * ""»".«• 
tions. They therefore fent their agents to Rome them, 
to complain of this negleft, and to proteft againft 
both eledions, as invalid on that account. 
Nothing could be more agreeable to the court of 
Rome, than the appearance of fo many parties, • 
and fo many clafliing claims. Great fums of 
money were expended, and a whole year was 
employed in pleadings, audiences, hearing wit- 
neffes, and examining records. At length, when 
one part of this great controverfy was ripe for 
dccifion, the pope iffued a bull, dated December 
2 1 ft, A. D. 1206, declaring, that from thence- 
forward the fuffragans of the province of Can- 
terbury fliould not pretend to any fhare in the 
eleftion of their metropolitan, nor difturb the 
monks of the cathedral in the enjoyment of their 
exclufive right to chufe their archbifhop *^ 

The pope, after having thus determined the dif- -, "^^* 
pute between the bifhops and the monks, pro- vacates . 
ceeded to examine the great controverfy between tionV^*^* 
the two archbifliops-eled. The agents of both ^ 
parties fupported their refpeftive claims with 

t* fd. Parii, p. 148; i49i ^ *9 Id. p. 149, 1 jO. 
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qent.xiii. great cagerneli and obftinacy. When more than 
a year had been fpent in pleadings and invediga-^ 
tions on this fubjeft, his holinefs proitounced a 
definitiye fentence, declaring both the cleflibn 
of the fub-prior and of the bifhop of Norwich to 
be irregular and uncanonical, and decreeing that 
neither of thefe perfons fhould he capable of 
being chofen archbilhop of Canterbury ^» The 
l^ft part of this fentence was intended to exclude 
the biihop of Norwich the king's favourite, . who, 
in cafe of a new eleftion, would infallibly harq 
been Aofeu. 



i«07. 



^ ^ The archbiOiopric beinc thus declared vacant, 

Langton tne pope began to unfold his fcheme, which it is 

vctb?ihop pr^^babie be had formed loBg before, of filling it 

at Rome with a crcati^re of his own, without fo nauch as 

monka. confultiug the king of England. In order to this, 

he commanded the monks of Canterbury, who 

were then at Rome, immediately to proceed to 

the eleftion of an archbifhop, and at the faniQ 

tin^e commanded them to chufe cardinal Stephen 

Langton. ' The monks obj^dted, that they could 

jiot d^ tlus without' the confcnt of their convent ; 

but the pope haftily replied, that his authority 

fupplied skU deftSs. The monks, fourteen in 

number, ySxo bad been agents for the bifhop of 

Norwich, Ubpured under another and ftill 

greater difficulty. Before they left England, 

they had folemnly fwprn to the Wpg (who dreaded 

that they might be corrupted at toe court of 

Rome), 
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Rome), that they would never acknowledge any Ccnt.xni. 
p^fon but the bifliop of Norwich for archbifhop 
of Canterbury. But the plenitude of papal 
power foon removed this obftacle. His holinefai 
abfohred them from the obligation of their oaths, 
and commanded them immediately to proceed to 
an eledion, under the penalty of the higheft cen- 
fiircs of -the church. With this they ail complied, 
except Elias de Brentfield. Stephen Langton was 
chofen archbifliop of Canterbury by a few monks 
at Rome, and confecrated by the pope himfelf at 
Viterbo, June 27th, A. D. 1207 ^\ 

Innocent was not ignorant that this unprece- John»f 
dented tranfaftion would roufe the indignation of the pope 
the king of England^ and therefore he endea- ^"^ ^}^ 
voured beJForehand to footh the mind of that anfwer. 
prince. With this view he fent him four rings 
of gold, fet with four different kinds of precious 
Hones, accompanied with a ftattering letter, 
which contained an illuftration of the myfteries 
reprefented by thefe rings. King John, who 
was equally fond of trinkets and of flattery, 
expreffcd much fatisfaftion with this papal pre- 
sent. But this &tisfadion was of ihdrt duration* 
For a few days after the bull arrived, intimating 
the ele&ion and confecration of cardinal Lang- 
ton ; which threw him into a moft violent rage, 
both againft the pope and the monks of Canter- 
bury. As thefe laft were moft within his reach, 
they felt t^ie firft effects of has indignation. Two 

1* M. Paris, p. 155. ' 
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Ceotxiii. officers, Fulk de Cantalou and Henry de Cora^ 
hille, with a company of armed men, were fent 
to Canterbury, who took poffeflion of the convent 
of the Holy Trinity, baniflied the monks out of 
the kingdom, and feized all their eftates. King 
John then wrote a fpirited and angry letter to the 
pope, in which he accufed him of injuftice and 
prefumption, in railing a ftranger to the higheft 
dignity in his kingdom, without his knowledge* 
He reproached the pope and court of Rome with 
ingratitude, in not remembering that they 
derived more riches from England than from all 
the kingdoms on this fide the Alps. He affured 
him, that he was determined to facrifice his life 
in defence of the rights of his crown ; and that if 
his holinefs did not immediately repair the injury 
he had done him, he would break off all com- 
munication with Rome^*. Though this letter 
was written in a (brain very becoming a king of 
England, it was very fhocking to the pride of 
the haughty pontiff, who had been long accuf- 
tomed to trample on the majefty of kings. Inno- 
cent immediately returned a long aiifwer; in 
which, after many expreiQons of difpleafure and 
refentment, he tells the king plainly, that if he 
perfifted in this difpute, he would plunge him-? 
felf into inextricable difficulties, and would at 
length b^ cruflied by him, before whom every 
]^ee muft bow, of things in heaven, and things 
fui earth, and things under the earth^^^ 

i 
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Thefe two letters might be confidered as a CemJCHL 
formal declaration of war between the pope and ^TioX. 
the king of England, But the conteft was very The pope 
unequal. For the former had now attained that {andundi 
extravagant height of power which' made thq anjntcr- 
gre^teft monarchs tremble upon their thrones, 
and the latter had funk very low both in his repu- 
tation and authority, haying before this time loft 
his foreign dominions by his indolence,, and the 
efteei|i ajid affeftion of his fubjefts at home by 
l)is crimes and follies. Innpcent was not ignorant 
of the advantage he poffeffed; and therefore, 
without dplay, he laid all the dominions of king 
John under an interdifl:; 2tnd this fentence was 
publiflied in England, M the pope's command, 
March a3d, A. D. 1208, by the bi(hops of Lon- 
don, Ely, and Worcefter, though the king 
endeavoured to deter them from it by the moft 
dreadful threats. From th?tt time the churches 
were Ihut up, and the clergy refrained from per-^ 
forming any of the duties of their funftion, 
except hearing confeflions, baptizing infants, and 
adminiftring the viaticum, The king was fo 
much enraged againft the clergy for obeying thQ 
interdid, that he commanded his fheriffs to feize 
all their lands and revenues in their feveral 
counties,, and withdrew from them the protec- 
tion of the laws, by which they were expofed to 
injuries of all kinds. To avoid thefe injuries 
fome fled into foreign parts, others confined 
fhemfelyes within the precinds of their churches, 
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Cent.xill. and the whole kingdom was a fcene of confuiioQ 
and difmay ^. 
i»o9. When this interdid had continued about two 

CTwimJ?^. years, the pope proceeded a ftep further, and 

picatM pronounced the dreaded fentence of excommuni- 
^ "' cation againfi: king John, which he commanded 
the bifhops of London, Ely, and Worccller, his 
moft obfequious tooU, to publilh in England. 
Thefe prelates, who refided on the continent, 
fent copies of the fentence, and of the pope's 
commands, to publilh it in their churches, to 
the bifhops and clergy who remained in Eng- 
land, But fuch was their dread of the royal in- 
dignation, that none of them had the courage to 
execute thefe commands. The fentence however 
did not remain a fecret; but became the fubjefl: 
of converfation in all companies. Even Geofirey 
archdeacon of Norwich, one of the king's judges, 
when fitting on the bench in the exchequer at 
Weftminfter, declared to the other judges, that 
the king was excommunicated, and that he did 
not think it lawful for him to aft any longer in his 
name. But for. this declaration he was thrown 
into prifon, where he foon after died ^K 
i«ii. ]i^. i\^Q mean time the pope was much enraged 

^*iahy^' at the loyalty of the Englifli laity to their prince ; 

idheieco and, in order to fliake it, he fent them feveral 
'"K « '"• letters full of threats and promifes ^\ But thefe 

.'♦ M. Paris, p. j^t. Hen. Knyghron, apwd X Script* col. UtS- 
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letters produced little or no effea j for the great CcntJOTU 
hiarons and their followers adhered witfc fo much "'*'^^'~' 
ft^adinefs to the king, that while he lay under the 
fentence of excommunication, he executed the 
only two fuccefsful expeditions of his reign, the * 

one into Wales, and the other into Ireland^', 
This gives us fealSn to believe, thit if John had 
continued to afjt with firmnefs, and had fecured 
the ^ScQions of his own fubjeds, by a juft and 
mild adminiftr^tioij, he would have triumphed 
over all the jarts of Rome, and delivered himfelf 
and his country from their ignominious fubje&ioA 
to a foreign prieft. 

hx the CQurfe of this year fome fecret overtures }^^^ 
had been made for an accommodation qf this of the pa- 
fjunoms coatroverfyj and in confequence of thefe P**'*s*^*** 
overtures, the pope fent two legates, Pandulph 
and Durand, into England, Thefe legates were 
Emitted to an audience in a parliament held at 
Northampton ; when a moft violent altercation 
enfued between them and the king. In this 
akercatlon Pandulph was not afraid to tell the 
king, in the face of his parliament, that he was 
bound to obey the pope m temporals as yrell as 
in ^writuak: and when John refiifed to fubmit 
jto the will of his bolinefs without referve, the 
audacious legate published the fentence of excom- 
m]umcatio|]^ againft him with a loud voice, ab^ 
folved all his fubjefts from their oaths of allegi- 
ance, degraded him from his royal dignity, and 
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declart^ that neither he nor any of his pofterity- 
fliould ever reign in England''. This was cer- 
tainly carrying <;lerical infolence to the mofl: ex- 
travagant height. But in thofe unhappy times the- 
meaneft agents of the pope infulced the greateft 
princes with impunity. 

After the return of the legates to Rome, and 
their report of the obftinacy of the king of Eng- ' 
land, the pope proceeded to more violent mea- 
fures. He pronounced, with great folemnity, a 
Tentence of depolition againft king John, and of 
sxcommunication againd all vho fliould obey 
dim, or have any connettions with him ". When ■ 
:hefe fentencSes were known in England, they 
legan to excite the fuperftittous fears of too many 
)f the barons ; who were, at the fame time, 
nuch diffatisfied with their prince, for his im- 
>rudent, illegal, and oppreffive government. 
Df this fecret difaffedion of his barons, John 
■eceived intimations from the king of Scotland, 
rom his own natural daughter the princefs of 
iVales, and from other quarters, which alarmed 
lim not a little, and began to ftagger his refo 
iition **. About the fame time one Peter the 
lermit, a mad enthufiafl;, went up and down 
reaching with great vehemence againft John for 
is difobedience to the pope, and prophefying 
iat he would not be king of England on next 

t' Annal. Monaft. Bnrtnn, ipud Rerum Anglican. Script, t. f, 
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Afcenfion day : " and his deckradons (fays a 
contemporary hiftorian) were as firmly believed 
by all who heard him, as if it had been a voice 
** from heaven *'•" 

The pope, in order to render his fentence of 
depofition againft king John effedtual, appointed 
the king of France to put it in execution, and 
promifed him the pardon of all his fins, and the 
kingdom of England for his reward. This was 
a temptation which thac prince had neither wif- 
4om nor virtue to refift. Blinded by his ambi- 
tion, he became the tool of the court of Rome, 
in deftroying the common rights of princes, 
which he ought to have fupported with all his 
power. Philip, now become the champion of 
the church, raifed a mighty army, and colleded 
a great fleet, in order to invade England; and 
take pofleffion of that kingdom in confequence of 
the papal grant; not refle£dng that he thereby 
acknowledged the right of the pope to difpofe of 
crowns and kingdoms at his pleafure ^. 

King John had good intelligence of all thefe 
tranfadions on the continent, and made the 
moil vigorous preparations for his own defence. 
But all thefe preparations on both fides ferved 
only to promote the purpofes of the court of 
Rome. For as foon as John was fuffidently in- 
dmid^ed by his dread of the French army, and 
his fufpicions of his own fubje£ks, to induce him 
to make an ignominious furrender of his crown 
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Cfwt. xiii. and kingdom to the pope, Philip was obliged to 
abandon bis enterprife againft England, to avoid 
the thunders of the chisrGh, the dreadful efiefts of 
which he had before his eyes. 

The pope jn confeouence of the unlimited fubmiffion of 

neglects • »%% r t n, i 

the intcreft king John to the Will of the pope, Stephen 
LangiOn, whofe promotion had been the caufe 
of the late fatal context, came overto England, 
took poffeffion of his fee, and fooh after abfolved 
the king from the fentence of excommuniqa- 
tion ^^ At the fame time the bifliops of Loni- 
. don, Ely, Lincoln, and Hereford, with all the 
other clergy and laity who had been baniihed in 
the courfe of this quarrel, returned, with high 
expeftations of receiving the mofl ample fatisfac- 
tion for all the damages they had fuftained, and 
of having a confiderable fhare in the management 
of affairs. But thefe expeftations were not fiilly 
aufwered ; and they foon began to complain^ 
<hat when the pope had gained 1ii$ own ends, be 
became unmindful of the interefts of his friends. 
Nor were thefe complaints without foundation. 
For about Michaelmas this year Nicholas bi(ho{> 
of Tufculum arrived in England as the pope's 
legate, and regulated all ecclefiaftical affairs 
in the i*noft arbitrary manner, without cdnfultiag 
with the primate or any of the clergy. The 
archbifhop, and thofe who had been fuffcrers in 
the papal caufe in the late quarrel, were fo fer 
from receiving that amj^e and irainediaie fetif. 
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fctdHon for thar damages, which had been fKpu- Cent^xiit 
lated, and they expefted, that they were put off 
from time to timej under various pretences, with 
the cc«ifent of the legate. In beftowing vacant 
benefices^ he paid no regard to the pretenfions of 
the papal party, but preferred - ^nly his own crea»- 
tures, or thofe recommended by the king "^^ 

The archbiftiop ' of Canterbury, greatly cha- 
grined at the new councils of the court of Rome,' of Eng- 
and at the conduft of its legate, held a provincial pj^^ ^j^\^^ 
fynod of his fuffragans and clergy at Dunftable, pope 
about the middle of January, A. D. 1214. At ifgatc. 
this^. fynod the moft loud . and vehement com- 
plaints were made againft the legate, for his par- 
tiality to the king, and his difcoirragement of 
thofe of the clergy who had adhered to the court of 
Rome in the late.conteft. After long debates, it 
was agreed to fend a deputation of: two clergy- 
men to the legate, who was then at Burton upon 
Trent, to intimate to , him, that the archbiftiop 
had appealed to the pope againft his proceedings, 
and to inhibit him from granting iriftitution to 
any more prelates or priefts within the province of 
Canterbury. To this intimation the legate paid 
no further regard, than by fending the famous 
Pandulph to Rome, to defd||d his condud againft 
any who might appear there to accufe him;*^ 

Though kinsr John had been abfolved from the The inter- 
ientence 01 excommumcation loon arter, his off. 
agreement with the pojte, the interdid: upon the 



♦♦ M^^FanSy p. 171, 17*. 



♦5 Id. p. J7». 

kiogdom 



^^t 



HISTORY QF BRITAIN. Booklll 



torjcm* kingdom was continued, till it ihould be feen 
how he would adhere to that agreement. But 
the king having now entirely gained the heart of 
the pope, by renewing his fubmiffion, and by 
fending him a great fum of money, his holinefs 
gave a commiflion to his legate to remove the 
interdift. This was accordingly taken off", with 
great folemnity, in the cathedral of St. Paurs, 
London, June 29th, A. D. 1214, after it had 
contmued fix years three months and fourteen 
days^. 

The archbilhop and monks of Canterbury, 
with the bifhops of London, Hereford, Ely, 
Jdt/tfe" Lincoln, and Bath, who had been the greateft 
latetrou- fufFeters in the late conteft, obtained at different 
times fwenty-feven thoufand pounds in reparation 
of the damages they had- fuftained. But the reft 
of the fufferers in that caufe, confifting of an 
innumerable multitude of abbots, priors, tem- 
plars, hofpitallers, abbefies, monks, nuns, fecu- 
kr clerks; and laymen, when they applied to 
the legate about the reparation of their damages, 
were told, that he had received no dine6tions 
from the pope about that matter : and this feems 
to have been all the reparation they ev^r 
received ^\ Simon Langton, brother to the 
archbifliop of Canterbury, who appeared at 
Rome to profecute the appeal of his brother and 
his clergy againft the legate, had no greater fuc* 
cefs. For Pandulph, who was agent for the 
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legate, haviilg painted king John in the moft Ce»t.xnT. 
amiable colours, as a moft pious, juft, and 
humble prinee, and reprefented the primate and 
his clergy as exceffively rigid and covetous in 
their demands of reftitiition, and enemies to the 
juft prerogatives of the king, they were difmiffed 
•without any redrefs : a treatment which they ' 
had merited for efpoufing the caufe of Rome 
againft their king and country, but which they 
had no reafon to expeft from that court whofe 
caufe they had efpoufed. 

. In the famous conteft that raged at this time A.D.1115. 
between king John and his bar6ns about the nir^emis^ 
^eat charter of their liberties^ the pope fupported ^^^ p"- 
the party ot his new vaffal* with great warmth, 
and was not fparing of his fpiritual thunders 
againft the barons and their favourers. In par- 
ticular, he was fo much difpleafed with the poli- 
tical condudt of his own creature the archbiftipp 
of Canterbury, that he laid him under a fentence 
of fufpenfion; and reverfed the eleftion of his 
brother Simon Langton, who had been chofen 
archbiftiop of York ^, 

Innocent III. being now in the zenith of his Genc»^i 
power, affembled a general council in the church at Rome. 
of St. Saviour de Lateran at Rome, in November 
^ this year, at which were prefent no fewer than 
four hundred and twelve bifhops, befides an in- 
credible number of abbots, priors, and inferior 
clergy. His intention in calling this council 
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Cenr.xiii. ddth not fecm to have been to take the advice, of 
its members in the aflfairs of the church, but to 
make an oftentatious difplay of his own greatnefs 
and fupreme autharity4 For the feventy canons 
decreed in this council had been prepared before, 
were read in the council, and paffcd without any 
deliberation or debate; though fome things in 
them appeared very intolerable to many of the 
members ^^ In the confeffion of faith contained 
in the firft canon, the new doftrine of tranfub- 
flantiatioii is inferted in thefe ftrotig terms: 
The body and blood of Chrift are contained 
really in the facrament of the altar under the 
** fpecies of bread and wine ; the bread bemg 
«' tranfubftantiated into the body of Jefus Chrift, 
** and the wine into his blood, by the power of 
** God/' For this wonderful tranfubftantiation, 
the following curious teafon is afligned :-- 
" That we might receive of Chrift's nature, 
*' what he had received of ours*^'* The third 
canon commands kings and princes to extirpate 
all heretics in their territories, under the pendty 
of being excommunicated, and deprived of their 
dominions ; which gave occafion to the moft 
horrid fcenes of cruelty and bloodfhed. Thefc^ 
and feveral other canons in the fame colIeSk>fl> 
fufficiently fhew the darknefs of this period, and 
the great incroachments the court of Rome had 
made on the civil and religious rights of man- 
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kind.. The many fatar changes that were made Ccm.xiii, 
both in the civil and ecclefiaftical polity of Eng- 
land by the incroachments of that ambitious court, 
will be mentioned in their proper places in the third 
chapter of this book. 

After the terminatipn of the long and violent Ecciefiif. 
difpute between John Scot and bifliop Hugh tory oi 
about the fee of St, Andrews, the church of Scotland. 
Scotland feems to have enjoyed a long period of 
profound tranquillity, which affords very few 
materials for hiftory. King WiUiam the Lion, 
to put an end to the pretenfions of the arch^ 
bifhops of York to the primacy of Scotland, 
which had been the occalion of many contefts, 
obtained a bull from pope Celeftine III. dated 
March 17th, A.D. 1192, declaring, That the 
church of Scotland was immediately fubjeft to 
the fee of Rome, without the intervention of any 
other i— that none but the pope or his legate a 
latere had a right to lay that kingdom under an 
mterdid ; — ^that none but a Scotch prelate, or one 
fent direftly from Rome, fhould be capable of 
the legantine authority in Scotland j-^— and that • 
all controverfies that could not be finally deter- 
mined within that kingdom, ihould be brought 
immediately before the pope ^\ Innocent III. 
the fucceffor of CelefUne, fent John, cardinal of 
St. Stephen de Monte Coelia, as his legate, into 
Scotland and Ireland ; who held a national 
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Cc0t.xni. council at Perth, A. D. 1201, for making 
canons, and reforming this manners of the clergy. 
The canons of this council are all loft, . exc^t 
one, which commanded the • Sabbath to be kept 
from Saturday at twelve o'clock noon, to Monday 
morning **. King William was prefcnt at this 
council, with all the nobility, as well as the pre- 
lates and principal clergy of his kingdom; who, 
at the king's defire, tpok an oath of fealty to his 
fon prince Alexander (who was then only thre^ 
years of age) as his fucceffor ", Several efxlefi- 
aflical controverfies were alfo determined at this 
council, particularly one between the bifliops of 
St/ Andrews and .Glafgow? and the abbot and 
monks of Kelfo *^. 

Roger bifliop of St. Andrews died, at Cam- 
bufkenneth, A. D* j 202 ; and was fucceeded in 
jhat fee by William Malvoifin, bifliop of Glat 
gow; who governed it no lefs thjui thirty-fi^^ 
years, \^ith great wifdpm and felicity. That 
prelate, in conjunction with Walter bifhop of 
Glai'gow, received a legantine commiiQon from 
Innocent III. and in virtue of that comroiffion, 
with the confent of the king, they held a national 
council at Perth, A. D. 1 2 1 1 . The defign of 
that council was to promote a croifade for the 
recovery of the Holy Land ; and by the exhort- 
ations of thefe prelates, and of the refl. of the . 
clergy, great multitudes of the common people^ 
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but very few of the nobility^ toc^ the crofs". Cent-xni; 
The backwardnefs of the Scotch nobility to em- 
bark In this croifade, was probably owing to the 
deplorable fate of five hundred of their country, 
men, moflly noblemen and gentletnen, who 
accompanied king Richard in his expedition into " 
the ^aft, under the conduft of earl David, 
brother to William the Lion, who all periflied, 
ei^cept their leader, who returned, after having 
fufered the mod incredible hardfliips for the 
(pace of foiir years ^^ 

Bricc Douglas bifliop of Moray fixed the feat Seatoftfif 
of his fee, A. D. 1 2 1 2 (which before had been Moray 
^ unfettled), at the church of the Holy Trinity of ^'^'^ *^ 
Spyny, which he declared a cathedral, and in - 
which he conftituted a chapter, confiding of eight 
canons refidentiary, in imitation of the chapter of 
Lincoln ". 

William bifliop of St. Andrews^ Walter bifliop ^f^^l'^^\ 
of Glafgow, and Brice bifliop of Moray, with tend the 
Henry abbot of Kelfo, attended in perfon the c!unc*iiait 
generaj council held at Rome, in November ^^"?f' 
A. D, 1215, while the reft of the Scotch prelates 
contented themfelvev with fending reprefenta- 
tives^. 

5i Wilkin, Concil. t, i. p. 531, ?* Boeth. I. 15. 

'^ Wilkin. Concil. t. i» p. 532^ '' Ghron. Iv^lros in am; 1115. 
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